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Egypt J to die in the wildernefs ? For there is no breads 
neither is there any water y and our foul ioatheth this 
light bread. And the Lord fent fiery ferpents among the 
people ; and they bit the people^ and much people of Ifra^ 
el died. Therefore the people came to Mofes^ andfaidy 
We bave Jlnned^for we ha^ fpoken agai?i/l the Lord^ 
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that every one that is bitten^ when he looketh upon //, 
fhall live. And Mofes made a ferpent of brafsy and 
put it upon a pole J and it came to pafs^ that if a ferpent 
had bitten any man^ v^benhe beheld the ferpent of brafsy 
he livedo 
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tbemj When ye be come over yordan, info the land of Ca- 
naan ; then yejhall appoint you cities^ to be cities of ref- 
uge for you ; that thejlayer may flee thither which kilU 
eth any perfon at unawares. And they foall be unto 
you cities for refuge from the avenger ; that the manjlay- 
er die not^ until hefland before the congregation in judg- 
ment* And cfihefe cities which ye Jhall give^fix cities 
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bath faid. 
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him ail the landifGilead^ unto Dan^ and at NafhtaJi, 
and the land of Epbraim^ and Manaffehy and all the 
landofjudah unto the utmojifea^ and the foutby and 
the plain of the valley rfjerkho^ the city of falm-ireesj 
imto Zoar4 And the Lord faid unto bim^ This is the 
land which Ifware unto Abraham^ unto Ifaac^ and unto 
Jacob J faying^ 1 will give ii unto thy feed : I have cauf 
ed thee to fee it with thine eyes, but thoujbalt not go over 
thither. So Mofes thefervant of the Lord died there in 
the land of Moab^ according to the word of the Lord. 
And he buried him in a valley Jn the land of Moaby over 
againfi Beth-peor : but no man knoweth of his fepulcljre 
unto this day. 
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l)euf. icx*iv. io— i2.-^-/f7K/ there arofe rat a prophet 
Jince in Ifrael like unto Mofes^ whom the Lord knew 
face to face : in all thefigns and the wonders which the 
Lordfent him to do in the land of Egypt ^ to Pharaoh ^ 
and to all hisfervants^ • and to all his land, and in all 
that nughty hand^ and in all the great terror which Mofes 
/hewed in the fight of all Ift-aeL 
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Deut, icviii. 15 — 18. Afts lii. ii.-^The Lord thy God 
will raife up unto thee a Prophet from the midfl of thee^ 
of thy brethren, like unto me : unto him yejhall heark- 
en. According to all that thou deftredfi of the Lord thy 
God in Horeby in the day of the affembly^faying. Let me 
not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let 
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Lord 



viU CONTENTS/ 

Lord/aid imto me^ They have nvellfpoken that which they 
have fpoken. I will raife them up a Prophet fr^m 
among their brethren^ like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouthy and hejball /peak unto them all 
that IJhall command him. For Mofes truly /aid unt§ 
the fathers, A Prophet Jhall the Lordyotar God raife up 
unto you of your brethren^ like unto me, him Jhall ye heat 
in all things whatfoever he Jhall fay unto you. 
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Luke ix. 28 — 35. — And it came to pafs about an eight 
. days after thefefayings, he took Peter, and John, and 
James, and went up into' a mountain to pray. And as 
be prayed, the fajhion of his countenance was altered, 
and his raiment was white and glijiering. And behold 
there talked with him two men^ which were Mofes and 
Elias, who appeared in glory, aruifpake of his deceafe^ 
which he Jhould accomplijb at Jerufalem. But Peter ^ 
and they that were with him, were heavy with Jleep : 
and when they were awake, theyfaw his glory ^ and the 
two men that flood with him. And it came to pafs, as 
they departed from him^ Peter f aid unto Jefus, Mafier^ 
it is good for us to be here ; and let us make three tab' 
ernacles, one for thee^ and one for Mofes and one for 
Elias : not knowing what he f aid. While he thusfpake, 
there came a cloud, and overfhadowed them: and 
they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there 
came a voice out (ftbe cloud, faying^ This is my beloved 
Son, hear him. 
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REVELATIONS XX. II, 12, I3. 

Jnd I Jaw a great white throne^ and him that fat on itj 
from whofe face the earth and the heaven fled away^ 
and there was found no place for them. And I faw 
the dead finall and great fiand before Godj and the 
books were opened : and another book was opened^ which 
is the hook of life : and the dead were judged out of 
thofe things which were written in the books according 
to their works. And the fea gave up the dead which 
were in it .\ and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them : and they were judged evejauaan 
according to their works. Wr 

XT is a folemn thing for a man to be judged of his 
own confcience. How fweet is the approving teftimo- 
ny of that bofom monitor and witnefs ! but more bit- 
ter than death its upbraiding and reproaches. To 
(land at a human tribunal, with life or reputation, 
death or infamy depending on the iffue, can never 
appear a light matter to one who underftands and 
feels the value of either. Even confcious innocence 
and integrity, accompanied with good hope toward 
V0L.V. B God, 



lo htroduHory Leliure. Lect. I. 

God5 court not the eye of public inquiry, but prefer 
the fecret, fiknt feaft of inward peace, and of divine 
applaufe, to the public banquet of innocence, proved 
and proclaimed by found of trumpet. Serious it is 
to refleft that your name, your words, your conduct 
may become matter of record, and ages to come men- 
tion them with approbation and efteem, or with in- 
dignation and contempt. But every feeling of this 
fort is loft in the certain and more awful profpeft 
of judgment to come. It is a^ light thing to be 
judged of man, who can only kiil the body, and 
blight the repmation, and beyond that hith noth- 
ing more that he can do ; but how formidable is the 
judgment of Him, who knows the heart, who records 
in " the book of his remembrance** the adions of 
ihe life, the words that fall from the tongue, the 
thoughts which arife in the heart ; who will bring ev- 
ery fecret thing to light, and ** render to every man 
according to his works }" and who, ^^ after he has 
killed, has power to deftroy body and foul in bell." 

Aided by the light which {acred hiftory (heds on 
ages and generations pafl, we have ventured into the 
folemn manfions of the dead, and converfed with tbofe 
filent inftruftors who know not either to flatter or to 
fear ; and whom the Spirit of God has condefcended 
to delineate in their true colours and jud proportions, 
t hat tbg y may ferve to us *' for do£lrine, and for re- 
{MlHmd for correction, and for inftra&ion in righ- 
te^lMs.** We have plunged into ages beyond the 
flood, and contemplated human nature ia its original 
glory ; ^^ man,^' as God made him, ^' perfed ;" and 
man, as he made himfelf, loft in the multitude of his 
own inventions. 

The " firft man, by whom came deathy— the figure 
of Him who fhouid come, by whom is the refurrec- 
tion of the dead : Adam, in whom all diie : Chrifl, in 
whom all (hall be made alive." 

We have attended " righteous Abel" to the altar of 
God, and beheld the fmoak of his " more excellent 

lacrifice" 
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hxx\Sit^^ afcehdirtg x^th acceptance to hdat^efi : aind 
♦* by which, he being dead, yef fpeaketh." 

We have feeA the hands of " wicked Cdn" be- 
fiheared with a brother's blood ; and the earth refiif- 
ing to cover that blood, biit calling' to Heaven fof 
verigeance on the riiiirderer ; and the guilty wretch 
tendered a terror t6 himfelf. 

We have feeti thefe, one after another, dfoppinj 
into the grave ; and in that, the triumph of (In an( 
death. But ill Eiioch we behold the triumph of 
fiiith arid holifiefs, the triumph of ahnighty grace over 
fin and death, and oVer hiiti who has the power of 
death. Our ejres follow *' the holy man who walked 
w^ith God/' liof to the " dreary houfe appointed for 
all living," but, through the higher regions of the 
air, toward the bleflfed abodes of immortality, till a 
cloud deceives hini ouf of our fight. 

We fought Aelter with Noah, aftd his little faved 
feihrianf, froth that deluge which deftroyed a world 
of Ungodly meti, in the ark which Cod commanded ; 
Krhich that " preacher of righteoufnefs prepared fot the 
faving of his houfe ;'* alid which Providence conduQ:- 
tfd arid fr^feiVed amidft the v^^ild uproar of coiitcnd- 
hig elements — and with him pietceived the wratbful 
ftorm {pending if s fury, aiid the dawfdrig light of a 
day of mercy; returfting. 

We have fe§n the renewed, reftored world, agaiii 
c^erfpread witK tiolence, ignorance, impiety and lifol- . 
atry : and the hope of the* human race ready to be 
exriitguiflied ifi the perfon of a wandering, age^ 
childlefs man ; that in the decay of exhaufted, expi^ 
irig nature, the world iriighf be made to fee, and to 
acKnowledge the vigour, Ae infallibility, the un- 
ehang^aiblettefs of God's covenant of promife. Wd 
removed V^ith thaf illuffrioirs* exile frorii place to 
place, and with joy beheld his faith crowned at length 
t^th the pfdtfiifed feed, iii vhhom* all the families of 
ihe earth fliouTd be bleffed."* 

B4 ftoirt 
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Thfiknageryof the fceno is fublkftc and ftrikin^. 
** I faw a great white throne." " A throne/* royal 
ilate, pftablifhed empine, ?icknowledg^d fway, the 
right and power of judgmeAt unitied, univerfal, everlaft- 
ing, ungontroHablp dominion. A " great" throtte* 
The feat of kings is raifed a little abpve the people.; 
that of Solomon had fix ftep$ ; iyory and gold lent their 
combined aid to enrich .and adorn it» But what is the 

flory of Solomon ? His throne, once the feat of wil- 
orii, to whofe oracylar voice foreign potentates and 
their nations Uflened with admiration and refped, wa3 
at length difhonoured, degraded, defiled by the impuri- 
ties of idolatry, and by tiie imprudence and apoftacy 
pi him who fat upon it, and thus deprived of one qj" 
its firmed fupporters, it ihpok under ^m^ and he at 
length dropped from it, a monument of th? nothing- 
jiefs and vanity of human grandeur, wealth and wU- 
jdom. Ten of it^ twelve props flipt from beneath it, 
through the imprudence pf hi? fon ; and, after a few 
convulfive ftruggles, it funk at leaigth into the duft, a 

{)Oor, precarious, fubordinate throne, fubjeQ: to the 
ordly ftate of an Aflyrian prince. What is th^ glo- 
ry of angels that excel in flrength ? Delegated powr 
er, derived fplendour, imparted wifdora, dignity under 
authority. But, behold on yonder radiant throne, one 
*' made fo much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they.'* " He maketh his angels fpirits, and his min- 
ifters a flame of fire. But unto the Son h^ faith, Thy 
throne, O Qod, is forever and ever j a fceptre of 
rightcoufnefs is the fceptre of thv kingdom." " Sit 
on my right hand until I makp thmj? enemie$ thy foot- 
|lool." Behold "the Lord fitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up," furrpunded with the ferfipbim, crying 
continually untp pne another, and faying, " Woly, 
holyi holy is the Lord of Hpfts, the whole earth i? 
full of his goodncfe." 

" — A great white throne,** the emblein of purity, 
truth and rightcoufnefs ; itfelf unfuUied, and purify- 
ing 
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ing all that approach it, . " Righteoufnefs and judg- 
ment are the nabitation of his throne ; mercy and 
truth go before his feice/* ** Shall not the Judge of the 
whole earth dp right ?'* With the pureft intention, 
with the higheil degree of human fagacity, with the 
mod extenfive knowledge of the law^ and the moft 
determined refolution faithfully to apply it, earthly 
tribunals are not fecure from error : craft may over- 
reach wifdom ; hypocrify may difguifie the truth, or 
cover falfehood ; the ftfeam of juftice nxay be diverted 
or forced out of its chazmel,and the pellucid tide under- 
go a temporary p^utioo. The princes of this world 
mull fee with the eyes and hear with the ears of other 
men J the worthy and the wife may, of courfe, be kept 
at a diftance, while demerit, wick^dnefs and folly 
baik in the funihine of royal favour. But yonder 
radiant throne applies an intallible teft to all that ap- 
proach it : hypocrify drops the malk, the windings 
of deceit and cunning Hand e^pofed, the brazen, im- 
pofing forehead of impudence is covered with a blpfh, 
and the ftony, unfeeling, unrelenting heart is dil- 
folved into water — modeft worth rears its drooping 
head, confcious integrity expands its glowing bofom, 
and purity feeks the fpurce from which it fprang. 

Obferve the difference ; mark the changes which 
thefe undergo, as they draw nigh ; f(?e the hardened 
finner, cafed in fevenfold adamant, advancing with in- 
trepid ftep, ftriving to make affurance "pafs for inno- 
cence. But, lo, the rays of that whitt throne have 
fallen upon him ; the fpot* begin to appear, they grow 
blacker and blacker, he gradually becomes abomina- 
ble and more abominable ; odious to the beholder, a 
terror to bimfelf, he {brinks from inquiry, darkiiefs 
is diffufed around from the brightnefs of that light ; 
he calls upon the mountains to tall upon him, and up- 
on the hills to cover him. 

Not fo the humble follower of the Lamb. His 
countenance becomes more and more feren^, his 
confidence increafes, every blemiih difappears, ^ the 

glory 
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glory of the Lord is rifen upon him/* his luftre bright- 
ens as he proceeds, at length he is united to, he is 
loft in the fountain of joy, 

« — ^I faw him that fat on it." " No man hath 
feen God at any time/' Remove that cloud, that 
vapour, and I am unable ftedfaftly to behold the facei 
of the fun j how much more, the face of Him who 
arrays the fun in all his eflfulgence ! If he raife his 
voice a little louder in the whirlwind, or in the thun- 
der, I am overwhelmed and loft. 

Ah ! it is confcious guilt ^^ appals me, that 
clothes the face of God vidth-terrOT, that roars in the 
tempeft, that raifes the voice of the mighty thunder : 
but, "reconciled unto God," " juftified by faith," I 
** have peace with God," I fee as I am feen, I know 
as I am known ; " beholding with open face as in 
a glafs the glory of the Lord," lo, the believer is grad- 
ually " changed into the fame image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." " The on- 
ly begotten who is in the bofom of the Father, he hath 
declared him." 

Did the pomp and wifdom of an earthly potentate 
dazzle and delight the eyes of a fovereign like him- 
felf, and conftrain one inured to fcenes of magnifi- 
cence, to cry out, " It was a true report that I heard 
in mine own land, — ^howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had feen it : and behold 
the half was not told me ?" What then will it be to 
fee, with the beloved difciple, '* a great white throne, 
and him who fits upt)n it," with the myriads of the 
heavenly hoft bending before it, rejoicing without 
trembling. 

Grant me, gracious God, now to fee thee in thefc 
thy lower works, in the wonders of thy providence, 
in the exceeding riches of thy grace, in the face of 
thy Son Chrift Jefus, and thereby prepare me for 
feeing thee as thou art, and for being made like unto 
thee ! Place me. with thy fervant Mofes upon a rock, 
put me in a clift of the rock, cover me with thy hand 

while 
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while thou pafleft by, remove thy hand, that I 
may trace thy prefehce in the bleffings thou haft left 
behind thee, that I may be ftrcngthencd to meet the 
direft rays of thy ^countenance, when thou concert to 
** be glorified in thy faints, and admired in all theui 
that believe/* " From whofe face the earth and the 
heaven fled aw^ay, and there was found no place for 
them/* 

" All thefe things fhall be diflblved. The heivens 
fhall pafs away with great noife, and the elements 
ihall melt with f^qpt heat, the earth alfo^ and the 
works that are therein fhall be burnt up/* *^They Ihali 
periih, but thou fhalt endure : yea, all of them fhall 
wax old like a garment ; as a veflure fhalt thou change 
them, and they fhall be changed. But thou art the 
fame.** God ^^fpake^ and it was done ; he- gave com- 
mandment, and it flood fafl.*' *' At his word earth and 
heaven rofe out of chaos,'* and lo, he looks them into 
nothing again ; they fhrink from his prefence, they 
vanifh at his nod, they cannot abide the brightnefs of 
his coming. They have fulfilled their day, they have 
accomplifhed the purpofe of him who made them, 
they have contributed their aid toward the rearing of 
a more glorious fabric, and having become unneceffa* 
ry, that moment difappear. 

The local and tranfient efFefts of an earthquake, a 
hurricane, an inundation, are flriking, impreflive and 
permanent : proud cities levelled to the earth, or 
fwallowed up of it ; fertile plains overwhelmed with 
a briny or a fiery tide ; the glory of man fought, but 
not to be found. But what is this to the diffolution 
of a globe ? Surely the balance mufl be deflroyed, a 
blank in nature take place, and wild uproar enfue. 
No, the vifion reprefents a whole fyflem palSng away j 
that fun and all the furrounding planets, and innu- 
merable other " planets circling other funs,** lofl, 
yet not miffed; fled " as the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,** 
and not a wreck left behind ; and yet no fchifm, no 
deficiency in the body ; for the promife of the Eternal 

immediately 



1$ hOroduStorj LeStn. iiSCT. \. 

imme^tely r^airs the Ipfs ; he fnakes ^^ ^ things 
new J** *'new heavens and a new earth, wherem 
dwelleth* righteon&efs/* 

With the heavens and the earth, the little, fading 
intereft^ and diftin£Uons of the world vaniih alfo. Be- 
fore hi$ face all is reduced to one level, all is cpmpofed 
aiid tranquillized \ every one (eads his doom in the 
face of the fovereign Judge. The heavens and earth 
have fied away, hut the rational beings which peopled 
them remain j they are pf a more enduring fubftance, 
they partake of the nature of God himfelf, they are 
immortal, eternal like him. ** 1 faSr,** fays John, **the 
dead /ma// and ^eat fland before God.'* 

^Wlxen time was, thefe were diftinftive charafters. 
There was the infant of days, and the hoary head, the 
inhabitant of the palace, and of the cottage, the learn- 
ed and the illiterate, the ilave and his maimer. JBnt 
thefe marks of difference are forever aboliihed. la- 
deed they were long before aboliflied. Before that 
great and notable day of the J^ord came, before the 
judgment was fet, or the books were opened, difeafe 
and death and the grave had levelled all the diftinc- 
dons of this world ; had reduced the fceptred mon- 
arch to the condition of the peafant, annulled the 
difference between the Da^'e and his matter. The 
decifive hour i$ now come which is forever to deter- 
mine who is henceforth to be accounted fmall, and 
who great ; the hour that fliall bring to light hidden 
worth, and thruft prefumptuous pride into outer dark- 
pefs ; that (hall exalt the good to the throne of God, 
and pIuQge the wicked into the depths of hell. 

The dead fmall and great. Even the awful diftinc- 
ti(m between the dead and the living ihall th^ be 
done away. They were dead, but are alive again ; 
*' for all live to him.*' Behold the mouldering earth, 
before it be forever diflblved, reftorjng to exiftence 
every particle of itfelf which once entered into the 
compofition of a human being, which was once ani- 
mated with the breath of life. Behold the fpacious 

fea. 
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fea, before it be fprever dried up, furreiuJering iti 
7)idde» tr^afure, not the filyer, and gold, and jeweU 
vjiich its vaft womb contains, but the innumerable 
myriads of men and women it had been inlatiately de- 
yourin^ during fo many ag^3, and whom it can np 
Jonger cover or conceal. The fgund of the laft trum- 
pet has difpelled their long flumber. See, they emerge 
from their watery bed, they fpring up into newneft 
of life, their eyes again behold the light, the light of 
an eternal day, they fwim through regions of tranf. 
parent air, they can die no more, they haften to ap- 
pear before their Judge, Behpld the grim king of 
terrors, faithful to his truft, giving in the exaft regit 
ter of his wide domain, refigning his awful empire^ 
. jeftoring his captives to life and liberty, and their 
rightful Lord ; not one loft, not one detained : and 
the great deftroyer is at length himfelf deftroyed. 

And for what purpofe this mighty preparation, this 
fecond birth of nature, this new creation of God ? 
3chold an aflTembled world, frpm the father of the hu« 
man race down to the youngeft of his fons, Jland be- 
fore God. They ftand as fubjeQ:8 in the prefence qf 
their Sovereign, as expeftant^ before the eternal Ar- 
biter of their deftiny. In his eyes, in their own con- 
fciencfs they read their doom ; they ftand to hear 
ithe irreverlible decree ; their pofture fpeaks ac- 
knowledgment pf the right of judging, fubmiffioa 
tQ authority, accjuiefcence in the wifdom and juftice 
of the Judge. But that ereft attitude muft quickly 
change into the proftration of dutiful and grateful 
children, or of foe§ fubdued, gf wretches condemned ; 
for lo, 

The bo9k^ are opened^ and judgment begins. It 
js fpoken after the manner of men. Earthly judges 
refer to ftatutes as the rule of their decifions; men are 
tried by the laws of theif country, and becaufe human 
faculties are limited and imperfed, the memory unrc- 
tentive, the underftanding liable to error, the heart 
warped by partial affeftions, faCts muft be preferved 

in 
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in written documents, to prevent alteration or miflake^ 
the law expreifed in clear and diftind terms, and the 
caufe, not the perfon of the party, held up as the ob- 
jed of judgment. But what need of books or of rec- 
ords to ailifl the memory of Him who is omnifcience, 
to whom are known all his own works, and all the 
ways of men from the foundation of the world ; whofc 
will is the law ; and who knows no dlftindion but 
that between truth and falfehood, right and wrong ? 
What need of external evidence, of the teftimony of 
others, when every man carries the evidence in his 
own bofom, and is ac(][uitted or condemned of his 
own confcience ? What, O man, are the contents of 
thefe awful books ? The words thou art now fpeak- 
ins;, the purfuits in which thou art now engaged, the 
fpirit by which thou art now aftuated. Thou art ev- 
ery day filling up the record, with thy hand enrolling 
thine own honour or fhame ; and the unfolding of 
that day ihali reveal that only which thou thyfelf haft 
written. On thyfelf it refts whether the laft folemn 
difcovery is to cover thee with everlafting contempt, 
or to crown thee with joy unfpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry ; whether the opening of the book of life is to dif- 
play thy name in golden chara&ers to angels and men, 
pr the regifter of condemnation confign thee to ever- 
lading puniihment. The book that fhall be opened 
is none other than the book of fcripture, the infalli- 
ble rule of faith and manners, and according as thou 
art conformed unto, falleft fliort of, or exceeded that 

♦ ftandard, fo (hall thy doom be. 

They were judged every man according to their works. 
In this mixed and imperfed (late, it frequently hap- 
pens that the guilty efcape, and the innocent fuffer. 
** The fathers eat four grapes, and the children's teeth 
are fet on edge." Princf • play the madman, and 
quarrel, and fight, and myriads of unoffending wretch- 
es pay the forfeit of that folly. But before yonder 
tribunal £very one appears to anfwer'for himfelf ; ev- 

^ cry one comes to reap the fruit of his own doings. 

« Enter 
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" Enter not into judgment >vith thy fervant, O God, 
for in thy fight fliall no flelh living be juftified." " If 
thou, Lord, ihouldfl mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
(hall (land ?'* *' Have mercy upon me, O God, accord- 
ing to thy loving-kindnefs, according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my tranfgrefliQns/* 
^^ Behold, O God, our Shield, and look upon the face 
of thine Anointed/' 

In meditating on this fubjed, let us learij to forbear 
from exercifing this dread prerogative of the Eternal, 
let us refrain from judging. God has challenged 
this right with emphatic fbiemnity as his own : '^ Judg- 
ment is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord." ** All 
judgment is committed unto the Son." •* Therefore 
thou art inexcufeabie, O man, whofoever thou art 
thatjudgeft: for wherein thou judged another, thou 
condemned thyfelf; for thou that judged . doeft the 
fame things. But we are fure that the judgment of 
God is according to truth, againd thetp* which commit 
fuch things. And thinked thou this, O man, that 
judged them which do fuch things, and doed the 
fame, that thou ihalt efcape the judgment of God ? Or 
defpifed thou the riches of his goodnefs, and forbear- 
ance, and long-fuffering, not knowing that the good- 
nefs of God leadeth thee to repentance ? But after thy 
hardnefs and impenitent heart, treafured up unto thy- 
felf wrath againd the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God ; who will render to 
every man according to his deeds : to them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, feek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality ; eternal life : but unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteoufnefs ; indignation and wrath : 
tribulation and anguifli upon every foul of man 
that doth evil, of the Jew fird, and alfo of the Gen- 
tile. But glory, honour and peace to every man 
that worketh good, to the Jew fird, and alfo to the 

Gentile. 
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Gentile. For jhere is ria id^tOi of ^erfon^ with 
God."* 

But while by every ferious coiifideration than atC 
Teftrained, ignorant fallible creature, from judging' 
another,— by every ferious confideratioA thou art en- 
couraged, conftrained to examine and to judge thy- 
k\L It may be the means of preventing, of averting 
the righteous judgment of God* It will lead thee t6 
the difcovery of thy own weaknefs, and thereby be* 
Come a fource of wifdom and ftrength. It will unfold 
the deceitfulnefs of fin, and^the treachery of thine 
own heart, and lead . thee in trembling hape to thd 
blood of fprinkling, which taketh away the fin of the 
world. It will render thee compaflionate and gentltf 
to the infirmities of others, becaufe thatfhou srifohaf? 
finned. It will produce ^^ godly forrow, which wdrk- 
cth repenftmce unto falvation, not to be repefited of/* 
It: will render the promifes of " mercy to pardoil, arid 
cf grace to help in every time of need,'* precious to 
thy foul. It will help to regulate thy pathr through, 
life, and diminifh the terrors of death. 

Finally, habitual and rooted imprefSons of a judg* 
ment to come, will ferve as a fupport under the ram 
cenfures and the unjuft.decifions'of mem Fram (he 
ftrife of tongues, from the hatred of a mercilefs world, 
you can retire to the filent feaff of a confcience void 
of offence ; and with confidence appeal from the an- 
gry tribunal of it creature Eke thyfelf, to Him who 
fcnoweth thy heart, who feeth itt fecret, and will re- 
ward thee openly. "BlefleJare ye when men fiiall 
revile you^ and perfecute you, and fhalT fay all man- 
ner of evil againft you folfely for my fake^ Rejoice, 
iaiid be exceeding glad : for great is your reward in 
heaven.^ " Who (hall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect ? It is God that jtiftifieth : who is lie thaf 
candemneth ?" Behold that." great multitude whicK 
no man can number, of dl nations', and kiiidreds, and! 
people,* and tongues, {landing before the throne, and 

• before 

♦ Rjoxn. if. I — 1 1* 



IIect. L hOroduSory Le3ure. ^^ 

before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands, and crying with a loud voice, 
faying. Salvation unto our God, which fitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb/' ^« What are thefe 
which are arrayed in white robes ? And whence came 
they ?" . ^' Thefe are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and haye walhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb« Therefim 
are they before the throne of God, and ferve him day 
and night in his temple : and he that fitteth on the 
throne fhall dwell amc^g them. They lliall hunger 
no more, neither thirll^^ more, neither Ihall thelun 
light on them, nor any heat. Por the Lamb lihich is 
in the midft of the throne Ihall feed them, and ihall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
&all wipe away all tears from thdr cftt?^ * 

• Rcf. fiL 9—17. 
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sAnd they journeyed from Mount Hory by the way of the 
Red Sea^ to compafs the land of Edom : and the fold of 
the people was' much difcouraged hecaufe of the way. 
And the people fpake againfi God^ and againff Mofes ^ 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt ^ to die in 
the wilderncfs ? for there is no breads neither is there 
any water^ aiul our foul loatheth this light bread. 
And the Lord fent fiery ferpents anwng the people ; and 
they bit the people^ and much people of Ifrael died* 
Therefore the people came to Mofes ^ andfaid^ We have 
finnedjfor we havefpoken againfi the Lord^ and againfi 
thee ; pray unto the Lord that he take away the fer- 
pents from lis : and Mofes prayed for the people. And 
the Lord faid unto Mofes j Make thee a fiery ferpent^ 
and fet it upon a pole : and it Jhall come to pafs that 
every one that is bitten^ when he looketh upon itj Jhall 
live. And Mofes made a ferpent of brafs^ and put it 
upon a polcy and it cavie to pafsy that if a ferpent had 
bitten any man^ when be beheld the ferpent of^rafs^ he 
lived. 

1 HE reftlefsnefs, peeviflinefs and difcontent which 
men are continually expreffing, prove at once the de- 
generacy and corruption of human nature, and fiimiih 
a flrong prefumption of the immortality of the foul. 

To 
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ITo behold one generation after another, of moping, 
melancholy, fullen, furly beings, in the midfl of an 
overflowing profufion of bleilings, charging God 
fooliihly, tormenting themfelves unneceilarily, and 
difturbing others malicioufly, clearly demonftrates, 
that man is alienated from his Maker, at variance 
with himfelf, and unkindly difpofed towards his 
brother : in other words, that he is a iallen, corrupt- 
ed creature. To behold men, whatever .they have at- 
tained, whatever they poflefs, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and eagerly reaching forward to 
thofe which are befoi^^ die eye never fatisfied with 
feeing, 'nor the ear with hearing, is a prefumption at 
leaft, if not a proof, that we are defigned of our CreV 
ator for fomething this world has not to beftow j that 
fome principle in our nature is fuperior to the grofs 
and grovelling purfuits in which we are warmly engag- 
ed^ but in which we find and we take no reft ; and 
thus the very mifery we feel is a prefentiment of the 
felicity ifrhich \ve were created to enjoy* But, alas ! 
our diffatisfaftion with fublunary good things, *' the 
things whi(sji are feen and temporal,'* is not the refult 
of experience, nor the refignation of a mind hum* 
bled to the will of God* No, it is the miferable ef- 
fect and expreffion of infatiable defire, of unmortified 
pride, of difappointed ambition* If we arrive at our 
objeft with eafe, its value is diminiflied by the facility 
of acquifition ; if obftacles lie in the way, and pofTef* 
lion be removed by diftance of time and fpace, we are 
quickly difcouraged, and timidly give up the purfuit* 
When empty, there is no end of our complaints j 
when full, we loathe and rejed the beft things : if we 
fucceed, our profperity deftroys us with folly, info- 
lence and felf-indulgence ; if we fail, we are Undone 
through fhame, chagrin and refentment ; if we fhun 
the rock of " vanity" on the one fide, we are fucked 
into the whirlpool of *' vexation of fpirit'* up6n the 
other. 
Vol. V. C The 
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The Wftory of Ifrael is, in truth, the hJftory of hir- 
ttian nature. Did they difcover a ftubbomnefs which 
ho calamity could tame, no kindnefe could mollify : 
a levity which no fteaditrefs of difciplme could fix, a 
pet fidiotrfnefs Which no plea can excufe, an ingrati- 
tude whicTi no partiality can extenuate, a ftupidity 
which no'hitelligence'can accoimtfor, a timidity and 
arslftindfs which no reafon can explain f Alas, we 
heed not travel to the deferts of Arabia, nor look 
back to the days of the golden calf, nor of the waters^ 
of Meril^ah, for the perfons who difcovered fucha fpir- 
it. We have but to loqlc ftito our own hearts, we 
have but to review our own lives, in order to be fatis* 
fied, that fuch a fpirit has exifted, that it is fhameful- 
Jy odious in itfelf, highly ofFenfive in the fight of Ood, 
and that we have good reafon to abhor ourfelves^ 
** and fepent in di^ft and afhes." 

We havd purfiredthe hiftory of Aaron and of Ba- 
kiam, in a continued Teries, that we might profecujc 
the remainder of the hiftory of Mofes, without any 
farther interruption ; we therefore omitted in its prop- 
er place that portion of it, which is partly recorded 
in the verfes I have read : but it is of infinitely too 
great importance to 'be pafled over wholly in filerice,^ 
and therefore we look back, and bring it into -view, 
as an ufdful fubjcQ: of meditation thh evening. 

Mofes had lately djefcendedfifom Mount Hor, whith- 
er he had bee» fummoned to perform ^he laft offices 
of -humanity to Aaron, his brother : with mixed emo- 
tions, no doiibt, whidh alternately marked the mark 
and the believer : mourning and mortified, yet patient, 
con^pofed and refigned to the will of Heaven. In exr 
denting Sentence of death upon his brother, he -heard 
the voTce of God again pronouncing his own doom ; 
'a doonr in which, with the ordinary feelings of hu- 
inanity, he acqui^fces with reluftance, but muft how- 
ever acquiefce. But though death was before his eyes, 
and could be at no great diftance, it abates nothing 
of his ardour for the glory of God, and the good of 

Ifrael ; 
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^rael^ it t^eake in upon no duty of his ftation, it dif- 
turbs not the beoevoleace, ^endenefs and ie;p€Aity df 
his temper : he lives, afts, inftrufts to the Wry laft ; 
and exhibits an inftrndiye example -ef that happy 
-firamefe and equammity of foul, removed alike from, 
ftoical indifference, and contempt of death, end fond, 
infirm, unreafonabk attachmient to life. We find him 
aecording'ly in his laoth year, and tSie 1a*ft of his -life, 
not only engaged 4n employments fuit^bie to -age, 
^lidfe of deliheititing, adviiing and inilrnding ; bqt 
exerting all the aflivity -and vigour of youth, in plan- 
Tnng and exectfting ftmdry mJRtary enterprifes. 

1W« Aoiild l>e furprifed, did we not know the canfe 
cf It, to find Ifrael in the fortieth year from their de- 
liverance ont df Egypt, juft where we faw them the 
firft'monA, by .the way of the .Red Sea, journeying 
from Mount Hor ; and even then, though every thing 
fecmed to 'be preffing them forwards to the poffeffion 
iDJMCanaan, not -led of their heavenly Guide diredly 
forwards in the neareft trad, but 6bliged to fetoh ^ 
•compafe «Mmd the whole land of Edom, the pofTeffion 
afllottedto, and already beftowed upon the pdfterity df 
Efau. But Ifrael, and in them mankind, was thereby 
ttBttruded to revere the ddAinations of Providence, to 
Tefpeft the^rights, property and privileges of others ; 
that Tcadbn a^^ religion, as well as fym'pathy and bu:- 
■manity, dbiige a man to fiibmit to the inconveniency 
-of a journey fomewhat more tedious and fatiguing, 
inftead of attempting to cut a nearer paffage for him- 
felf, through tlie bowels and blood of his brother. 

The confdoiifiiefe of having afted well, in takijig 
this circuitous march round the land df Edom, and 
that they l!hus adcd by libc command of God, ought 
to 'hapve reconciled the mind* of thefe Ifraelites to the- 
Httlle inconveniences of the way ; but their hiftorian 
:and leader, with his ufual fidelity, informs us, that 
" the foul of the people was, mu<?h difcouraged bo- 
caufe of the way.** 

€ 2 MOSL 
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Men frequently do their diity \rith fo ill a grace^ 
that it becomes as offenfive as downright difobedience ^ 
the manner of compliance has the air of a refufal. 
God loves cheerfulnefs in every thing : a cheerful, 
liberal giver ; a cheerful, thankful receiver ; a cheer- 
ful, adive doer ; a cheerful, patient fuflferer. And 
what an alleviating confideration is it, under the pref-* 
fure of whatever calamity ! ** This burden is impofed 
on me by the hand of my heavenly Father ; this is a 
fore evil, but God can turn it into good/^ ** This 
afflidion is not joyous, but grievous } neverthelefs af- 
terwards it fhall yield the peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
•jiefs.*' When we are out of humour at one thing, 
.we are diffatisfied with every perfon, and everything ; 
a harih fpirit and a hafty tongue fpare neither God 
nor man. " The people fpoke againft God, and 
againft Mofes. Wherefore have ye brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wildernefs ? for there is na 
bread, neither is there any water ; and our foul loathe 
eth this light bread.'* 

Objefts viewed throifgh the medium of paflion, like 
thofe ftrange uncouth appearances which are feen in 
glafTes of a certain conftrudion, have little or no re^ 
feoiblance to what they are in nature and truth. They 
are diftorted and disfigured ; magnified to fuch a de- 
gree a» to become hideous^ or diminifhed fo as to be«* 
come imperceptible ; and according to the fit of the 
moment, ihen turn the one end or the other of the 
perfpe&ive to the eye, and what they contemplate is 
accof dingly removed to a great diflance, and reduced 
to nothing, or brought nigh, enlarged, and brighten- 
ed up. Employing this falfe kind of optics, Ifrael 
now confiders Egypt and all its hardfhips with defire 
and regret, and looks forward to Canaan with cold- 
nefs and diftruft. The miraculous flream that follow- 
ed them from the rock is no water at all, and manna> 
angel's food, is accounted light breadr We are too 
Btde aware of the finfulnefs and folly of difcontent, 
and therefore indulge ia it without fear or referve* 

We 
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We do not reflet that it is to arraign at once the wif. 
dom and goodnefs of God ; to rob him of the right of 
judgment, and madly to increafe the evil which was 
too heavy before. 

In general, the righteous Governor of the world 
permits this evil affedion to puniih itfelf ; and can 
there be a greater punifhment, than to leave a fullen, 
diiTatisfied wretch to devour his own fpleen ? But in 
the inllance before us, he was provoked to fuperadd 
to this mental plague, a grievous external chaftife- 
ment. " And the JLord fent fiery ferpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, and much people of 
Ifrael died." Thefe might be the natural produftioA 
of the wildernefs, but providentially armed for the oc- 
cafion with a greater malignancy of poifon, or pro^ 
duced in greater abundance, or roufed to a higher de- 
gree of ferocity. For what are the inftruments which 
God employs to avenge himfelf of his enemies- ? He 
needs not to create a new thing in the earth ; the 
fimpleft creature can do it. Nature, animate and in- 
animate, is ready to take up his quarrel ; the froil or 
the fire, continued a little longer, or rendered a little 
more intenfe, will foon fubdue the proudeft of his ad- 
' verfaries. It is not the leaft of the .miracles of divine 
mercy, that Ifrael had been preferved fo long from the 
fiiry of thofe noxious infeds with which the defert 
fwarmed, as Mofes juftly remarks in recapitulating 
the hiftory of God*s goodnefs to that people during a 
forty years pilgrimage. " Left thine heart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the houfe 
of bondage ; who led thee through that great and 
terrible wildernefs, wherein were fiery ferpents and 
fcorpions, and drought, where there was no water ; 
who brought thee forth watef out of the rock of 
flint.'^» 

The rage of thefe dreadful creatures, which had 
)>een during fo long a period by a fupernatural pow« 

^^ 

* Deut. viii. 141 if. 
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GT fupprefled, aovr freed from that (nirb, become^ a 
party tx)o ftrong for a mighty hoft« fluifhed with recent 
yi^cuy. While thereifote we adose and admire the 
goodnefs which multiplies the neceflary and ufeful 
part of the vegetable and animal tribes with f«ch 
ailoniihing liberality, and limits thofe which are nox- 
ious with fiich confummate wifdom and irreiifUble 
power, let us tremble to think how cafily he can re* 
move the barrier which reftrains- the wrath of the 
creature, a^d arm a fly wit^ force fufficient for ouk 
deftrudion* But the intention of 'God in puniihing 
is corredion and amendment, not ruin ; returning 
mercy therefore meets the firft fymptoms of repem- 
ance, and a remedy is pointed out the moment that 
mifery is felt ; which fweetly difclofes to us the melt- 
ings of fatherly aiedion, outnmning and preventing 
filial wretchednefe. 

But what ftrange method of cure have we here ? 
The poifon of a ferpent counterafted, and its malig- 
nity deflroyedy not by ah external application, not by 
the virtue of an antidote pofleiled of certain natural 
qualities, but by ableffing annexed to the ufe of an 
inftrument \x\ iUelf inadequate, and a^ adion of the 
patient himfi^lf, flowing from his own will, and called 
forth by the appointment and command of God. The 
author of tbat excellent book, entitled the Wifdom of 
Solomon, has a beautiful reference to this ilory,when 
he fays, 

*' For when the horrible fiercenefs of wild beafts 
came upon thefe, and they perifhed with the flings of 
crooked ferpeais, thy wcath endured not forever. 
But they were troubled for 91 finall feafon, that they 
might be adanoniilied, having a fign of falvation, to 
put them in remembrance of the commandmenl; of 
thy law* For he that turned towards it, was not faved 
by the thing that he faw, but by thee, that art the 
Saviour of all. And in, this thou madelt thine ene- 
mies 



^ ^es cQn£s&, ibat it is thoi) vho delivereft from all 
,<viL" * 

But the grand cemineiKary oq^ tUe hiftory of tha 
iieyy ferpeats \& furniflaed hjr Chrift himfelf, in his 
converfation with Nicodemus, the Jewi&rul^r. " A3 
Mofes lifted 5jip the ferpent \a the yilderuefi^ even, fg 
muft the Son of Man be lifted up ; that \irhofoeveir 
beHeveth in hinn &ould not perift, but haT« eftefaa) 
;jife.*'t 

From this it is evident that many particulars in the 
Jewiih hiflory and political economy, ^ad an intereft 
and importance which extended far beyond the pres- 
ent moment, or the fenfible and obviojus^ appearance 
i>i things. And in this particle lar inflance our blefiec} 
Lord has furniihed us with an in(lni£UTe example^ 
which ought to fer>'e as a i^^le, for the applkation and 
;afe offiguratlve, allegorical, and typical fubieds. Here 
he enters into 90 detail j puicfues no parr^Jiel or con- 
traft through a multiplicity of particulars ; fufni&e^ 
no wings to the imagination ;^ but fixing on one 
^reat, general view of the fubje£k, renders it thereby 
^ore powerful and impreffive. He was converfuag 
with a ruler o|* the Jews ; was. explaining to h\m the na- 
lure and end of his own miffi4>n $ wa^ di^ducing th^ 
nature and tendency of the gofpel dilpenlation from 
the eftablifhed rites of the Mofaic, and the received 
fafts of the Jewifh hiitorv^ with which Nicodemus was 
perfectly well acqi^ntea. |n this cafe he refers to a 
noted event, and appeals &om it to pn^. which was 
fhortly to take place^ betwixt which ^ ftriking line of 
refemblauce (hauld be appareixt-*-The elevation of the 
brazen ferpent in the wiUernefs, for the healing of the 
Ifraelites who were peridijing by the envenosned flings 
of the fiery ferpents*— an4 the elevation of the Son of 
Man upon the crofs, the propitiation for the fms of 
the world ; that when this laft difplay of the divine 
juftice and mercy fhould be exhibited, Nicodemus, 
and every intelligent and honcft difciple of Mofes, 

mighf 
^ Wifdom, ch. xvi. f John, ch. iii. 14, 15. 



32 Hifiory of Mofes. Lect. II^ 

might be fatisfied that ^^ God had at fundry times^ and 
in divers manners/' prefented as in a glalSs to the fa^* 
thers, the method of redemption by Jefus Chrift. 

All the application, then, which the words of the 
Saviour himfelf warrant us to niake of this paflage to - 
him, is reduced to a few obvious and ftriking particu- 
lars. ^ Fools," fuch as the Ifraeliles in the defert, 
and tranfgreflbrs of the divine law in general, " bc- 
caufe of their tranfgreffion, and becaufe of their ini-r 
iquities, are afiUfted^ Their foul abhorreth all manner 
of meat ; and they draw near unto the gates of death. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
faveth them out of their diftreffes. He fent his word 
and healed them, and delivered them froza their de-^ 
ftruaipns.'^* 

The root of the evil, the caufe of the plague, is to 
be found in human perverfity and difobedience. The 
faithful and obedient fleeps fafe and fecure in the 
lion's den ; to the proud and rebellious the innoxious 
worm is converted into a fiery ferpent, full of deadly 
poifon. The remedy for this fore evil is to be traced 
up to the divine compai&on, power and goodnefs. 

The means of cure are not fuch as human wifdom 
would have devifed, or the res^on of man approved } 
they are the fqvereign appointment of Heaven. The 
effe£t is preternatural, yet real j and reafpn rejoices in 
what it could not have difcovered. The fight of a 
lifelefs ferpent of metal working as an antidote to the 
mortal poiibn of one alive i incredible, abfurd ! Such 
was the doftrinc of the crofs in the eyes of prejudice, 
and philofophy, ^* and fcience, falfely fo called." 
♦* For the preaching of the crofs h to them that perifh, 
foolifhnefs ; but unto us which are fayed, it is the 
power of God. J*or-it is written, I- will deftroy the 
wifdom of the wife, and will bring to nothing the un- 
derftanding of the prudent. Where is the. wife? 
where is the fcribe ? where is the difputer of this 
world ? hath not God made foolifli the wifdom of 

this 
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this world ? For after that in the wifdom of God the 
world by wifdom knew not God, it pleafed God by 
the foolifhnefs of preaching to fave them that believe. 
For the Jews require a fign, and the Greeks feek after 
wifdom. But we preach *Chrift crucified, unto the 
Jews, a ftumbling-block ; and unto the Greeks, fool- 
iihnefs : but unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Chrift, the power of God, wd the wif- 
dom of God."* 

The virtue flowed from the divine appointment, 
operating together with the believing ad of the pa- 
tient. To the fufferer who averts his face, or wilfully 
and contemptuoufly fhuts his eyes, that bapn^r is dif- 
played in vain ; jio virtye iffues from it, h^ perifhej 
^n his unbelief. To the defpifer, the impemtent, the 
carelefs, Chrift has died in vain. In the extenfion of 
all God's afts of grace to men, to produce the full efr 
feft, there muft of neceffity be an wnity of dcfign and 
exertion between the giver and the receiver, between 
him who afts and him who is afted upon. Man's 
body is " duft of the ground,'* mere matter, feparat- 
^d from the fpirit, incapable of motion or dire£tion. 
jlven that.aftive, penetrating organ, the eye, is but a 
little lump^tf pellucid clay, till th<e vital principle, the 
breath of God, kindle its fir^s, and dire£^ its rays. It 
is this vital principle which, proceeding from God, 
exifts in him, aijd poffefles the power of rifing and re- 
turning to him, The believing Ifraelite hears, in dy- 
ing agonies, the procls^mation of deliverance, lifts up 
his drooping head, looks, and is healed ; his will 
ineets the will of God, and the cure is already per-» 
formed. The periihing finner hears the voice of tlie 
Son of Ood and lives. Lifted up upon the crofs he 
utters his voice, ^* Look unto nie and be ye faved, all 
the end3 of the earth ; for I am God, and there h 
none elfe." t One of his fellow fuflferers hardens his 
heart and reviles him, turns from the Saviour witl^ 
difdain, and dies impenitent— the other hears with 

rapture 

* I Cor. ch. u 18—24. t If*i' ^tk. ??, 



rapture the joyful Coundy clings ta the kope of laWar 
tion^ prays in faith, and paJSes with him into paradife. 

But the circumftance on which Chrift chiefly refls. 
is Mofes " li/iin^ up the fcrp^nt ia the wildernefe.** 
Mofes probably had not a clear apprehenfion of the 
exteniive meaning and import of the aft he was per- 
formings any more than the dying men who were the 
fubjefts of the cure. They looked no farther than 
the prefent moment, and for relief from a malady 
which affeded the body. But, like the high-prieft in 
later times, they were prophefying, without being, 
confcious of it. He was eretSting, and the congrcga^ 
tion in the wildernefs contemplating an anticipated 
reprefentation of the great medium of falvaiion^ which, 
God had appointed from the foundation of the world; 
and had, in a variety of other predidions, circumftan- 
tially declared and defcribed at different periods to. 
mankind. Thefe predi^ions were {lumbering unno^ 
ticed, negleded, mifunderftood, even by the wife and 
prudent, in the facred volume a dead letter, till 
Chrift, their quickening fpirit, gave them life and 
motion, and a meaning which they had not before. 

In the fcene that palled in the wildernefs we beMd 
the ihadow of good things to come, a prefigur^tion of 
the death which Chrift fhould die. He is here *' evi- 
dently fet forth crpcified before us,*' according to his. 
own words, defcriptive of " the deceafe which he 
ihould accomplifli at Jeruialem.'* " And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men i^nto me«"* 

This fame idea, we have jutl obferved, had been 
fuggeiled by the evangelical prophet Ifaiah) and a 
fimilar expreiHon is put into the Saviour's mouth by 
that harbinger of the Prince of Peace. ** Look untQ 
fne and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth ; for I 
am God, and there is none elfe.*' 

And iu apolher place, l^x^aking of gofpel times-^ 
** At tha^iiay Ihall a man look to his Maker, and hi§ 
eves IhaTl have refpeCl to the Holy One of Ifrael.'^t 

Thu^ 

t John xli. 32. f Ifai, xvii. 7. 
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Thus wa& Molesy hy what he did, and Uanh, by 
.what he wrote, pointing out to th^ world one and the 
fame great objeft, Chritt Jefue, " the end of the law 
for rigntepufnefs. ;.'' the fubftanpe of the types ; t\x% 
3ccompIifliment of prophecy and promife ; the bruif- 
er of the ferpent's head ; tne reftorer of defaced, de* 
fUed, degraded humanity. And thjas we are taught 
to regard with peculiar refped, an event which ProvK 
dence has, in fo many diiferent ways,, rendered illuf- 
triouily con%iciiou&} the death of Cjbrift, op the acr 
<curfed tree. 

We (hall have exhibited to yotji all thai: Afofes and 
^he prophets, all that the hifloxiaa and the evangeliffc 
have fuggefted, on the fubjefl of the b^razea ferpent, 
when we have led your attention to the impious ajtd 
idolatrous ufe made of it in after time& That this iJ* 
luftrious inftrument of Hxael's deliverance in the wil- 
idernefs, fhould be carefully preserved, as a monument 
of the divine power and goodnefs^ and by leiigth of 
time acquire Venerabllity and refpefi among the other 
valuable memorials of aatic]^uity, is tiot to be- wonder- 
ed at. But ey^ry thing may be perverted j and a 
corrupt difpofitioa has ever manifested itielf in man, 
to exalt iiuo the place of Ckid, fbmething that i& not 
Gpd. Accordingly we find, about eight centuries 
jFrom its original fabrication, even in the days of Heze- 
kiah, the brazen ferpent e^ted ta divine honours, 
and a befotteil people rendering that homage tot the 
mean,, which was due only to the hand which employ-* 
ed it. The zeal of that pious prince^ therefore, ia 
worthy of commendation, who, in reforming, tlus 
^bufes of religion, which prevailed at the tune that he 
mounted the throne of Judah, abolifbed this among 
the reft. Hegardlefs of the purpof^ for which it wa* 
at firft framed ; of the venerable hand which formed 
and reared it, and of the lapfe of f© many years which 
had ftamped refped upon it, " he brake in pieces the 
brazen ferpent which Mofes had made ; for unto thofe 
days the children of Ifrael did burn incenfe to it, and 
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he called it Nehufhtan," * by way of contempt — a 
piece ofbrafs. 

Gn tliis part of the hiftory of Mofes, pagan antiqui- 
ty has founded the fabulous hiftory of Efculapius, the 
pretended god of medicine, whofe fymbol was a fer« 
pent twifted round a^rod. The learned have, through 
a variety of particulars, traced the derivation of the 
fable from the faft ; but to repeat them, would rather 
minifter to curiofity than to inftru£tion and improve- 
ment. We difmifs the fubjeft, then, with this gener- 
al remark, that in more refpe^s than is commonly 
apprehended, and than it has had the candour to ac- 
knowledge, is pagan literature indebted to the facre4 
volume \ that the wifdom of Egypt, of Babylon, of 
Greece and of Rome is traceable up to this foorce ; 
that Mofes is, of courfe, to be confidered as the father 
of profane, as of facred learning, from whom all fub-r 
fequent hiftorians, legiflators, orators and poets have 
derived the lights which direded them in their feveral 
purfuits ; that to the pure foyrcc of all wifdom, the 
revelation from heaven, in a word, the world is indebt- 
ed for the firft principles of fcience, morality and re- 
ligion ; which appear to the attentive and difceming 
eye through the mift in which credulous ignoraA^e or 
bold fidion have involved them. 

Let. us hence be encouraged to revere the fcrip^ 
tures, to fearch and compare them ; to derive our 
opinions of religious fubjeds from that facred fource, 
inftead of forcings the truth of God into an awkward 
fupporter of our preconceived opinions. Above all, 
let it be our concern to regulate our conduQ: by the 
laws which fcripture has laid down, and to comfort 
our hearts by the hope it infpires, and the profpefls 
which it has unfolded. Amen. 

* ? B^ngs xviu» 4. 
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NUMBERS XiCvii* 12, I3, I4; 

And the Lotd/aid unto Mofes^ Get thee up info this AioMi 
Abariniy and fee the land which I have given unto the 
children cf f/hoel. And when thou haji feen hj thou 
alfo Jhalt be gathered unto thy people^ as Aaron thy 
brother was gathered. For ye rebelled again/i my com^^ 
mandment in the defert of Zin^ in thejirife of the eon* 
gregationy to fandijy me at the water brfore their eyesi 
That is the water of Meribab in Kadejhy in the wilder-^ 
nefs of Zin* 

1 HERE is fometiiing peculiarly ihterefting in hear- 
ing a plain, hdnefl, intelligent man, mtbout vanity, 
or felf-fufficiency, or a£Feded humility, talking of him- 
feif ; going into the detail of his own hiftory, with 
the fame fidelity and fimplicity as if it were the hif- 
tory of a ftranger ; unfolding his heart without re- 
ierve, difclofing his faults and infirmities without pal- 
liation, recording his wife and virtuous adions without 
oftentation ; and relating events, with all their little 
circumftances, according to the feelings which they 
excited at the moment. 

It is pleafant to fee an old man, with his faculties 
unimpaired, his fpirits cheerful, his temper fweet, his 
confciencc clear, his profpeds bright ; enjoying life 

without 
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^thont fming doatn ; * blericBiig the tnodefly viA 
benevolence of youth with the wifdom and dignity of 
age. There is a double fatisfaftion in hearing fuch a 
one defcribe perfons .Dehorn he knew, fcefies in which 
he afted, expeditions which he conduded, fchemes 
which he planned and executed. 

And fuch an one was Mofes, who having, by divine 
infpiration, made the ages and generations before the 
flood to pafs in review, and unfolded the hiftory of 
redemption, in its connexion with the fyftem of na- 
ture and the ways of Providence, during a period of 
two thoufand five hundred years-, harving admitted 
us to his familiarity and friendly inftrufiion during an 
eventful life of one hundred and twenty years, is now, 
with the fame calmnefs and eafe, admitting us to con- 
tenfplate iis behaviour in -^he immediate ^ofpeft, and 
up t6 the very hour of 'bis death. 

The idolatrous defeftion of Ifraet in the plains of 
"Moab, 'had been vifited with a pT&gue which fwept 
away twenty-four thoufand of them. Imfnediately on 
the ftaying of that terrible cailamity, Mofes is 'com- 
inanded, with the affiftancedf Eleazertheihi^h prieft^ 
to taffce the number of the people, from twenty years 
old and upwards, and to compare the mufter rc^ll of 
the day, with that taken in the wildernefs of Sinai^ 
thirty-eight years before. This being done with all 
poflible accuracy, two nioft lingular fads turn up, 
each fmgular confidered feparately and by irfelf, and 
both mofl Angular, taken In their connexion one -with 
another. In a multitude fo great, and at the diftance 
of thirty-eight years, the whole difference is no more 
than one thoufand eight hundred -and twenty men i 
for, at the former period, rtie number ctf men df a 
military age was "fix hundred and three thoufand -five 
hundred and fifty ; and at the htter, fix bundred and 
one thoufand feven hundred and thirty. But though 
the ftrength of thcboft was nearly the fame, the in- 
dividuals whereof it was cpmpofed were totally chang- 
ed ; two names alone of fo many myriads flood upon 

both 
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l)oth lifts, Caleb the font^f Jepbonseh, and J&fliua the 
ion of Nun, for Mofes Wmfelf was under fentence of 
condemnation ; he was not to be permitted to pafs 
over Jordan' \ he was already nmnbered with the 
dead. 

The comfe of nature, it is true, is continually pro- 
ducing a fimilar effe£t on the human race, upon the 
whole ; but there is a degree of exa&iefs in this in- 
ftance, not to be accounted for on common principles^ 
and which niuft be fefolved into a fpecial interpofition 
of Providence, which had pronounced the doom of 
death on the whole body of offenders, in the moment 
of tranfgreffion, and at the fame mftant, promifed the 
reward of fidelity and obedience to thbfe illuftrious 
two ; longevity and the poffeffion of Canaan. Vain 
therefore is the hope of fo much as one guilty perfon 
efcaping in a crowd, groundlefs the fear of fmgular 
•goodnefs fuffering in tne midft of many wicked. 

It is related of Xerxes, king of Perfia, much to the 
iionour of his humanity, that furveying from an em- 
inence the vaft army with which he was advancing 
to the invafion of Greece, he burft into tears to thin£ 
that in lefs than one hundred years they ihould all be^ 
cut off from the land of the living. What then, O 
Mofes, were the emotions of thy foul, to fee the event 
which Xerxes but anticipated, realized before thine 
eyes ? To walk through the ranks of Ifrael without 
•meeting one man who followed thee out of Egypt, 
'with whom thou couldft mingle the tears of fympathy 
over fo many fallen, or remind of the joy and wonder 
of that great deliverance ? Is not that man already 
dead, who has furvived all 'his cotemporaries ? A con- 
fideration, among many others, powerfully calculated 
to reconcile the mind to the thoughts of diffolution^ 
and to imprefs on the foul the fentiment of the wife 
man concerning the world, " I hate it, I would not 
live always." 

Long life, however, is not the lefs to be confidered 
as a blefling. The love of it is a conftitutional law of 

our 
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our nature ; and the promife of it is annexed to the 
fanftions of the written law, as a motive to obedience : 
" Honour thy father and thy mother ; that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee :*' * and it is here beftowed as a reward 
on the faithful. Premature death, in like manner, 
is an objedk of natural horror, is threatened in anger, 
and inflided as a punilhment. " The wicked mall 
not live half his days, and his memory (hall rot." 
In general, a wife and merciful God hides from the 
eyes of men the era of their departure out of th? 
world. The bitternefs of death confifts ii^ the fore:* 
tafte, and the forerunners of that great enemy. That 
bitternefs, in its full proportion, was wrung out, and 
mingled in the cup of Mofes^ The death of every If- 
raelite was a death-warning to hini. Me had lately 
afcended Mount Hor with Aaron his brother, ftript 
him of his garments, clofed his eyes to his lail long 
flecp, and defcended without him :• and Mount Hot 
is only a few fteps diftant from Mount Abarim, and 
his own fummons comes at length. He is refpited^ 
not pardoned, and a reprieve of forty years is now 
expired. 

It is in that awful, trying hour, we are at this time: 
to trace the cbaraSer, and mark the behaviour of the 
man of God. 

From the moment hefell under the divine difpleaf- 
trre, which fliortened the date of his life, we obferve it 
lying with an* oppreffive weight upon his mind. The 
love of life manitefts itfelf, and we behold in the proph- 
et, the man of like paffions with ourfelves. There is 
no incident of his life on which he dwells fo much, 
and with fuch earneftnefs of intereft as this. The hif- 
tory of his offence is again and again repeated, not in 
the view of extenuating the guilt of it, but to vindi- 
cate the righteous judgment of God. The excellence 
of this part of his narrative, is its departing from the 
dired line of narration. He haftens forward to bring 

* Exod. XX. 12. 
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it early into view ; he returns again upon his foot- 
ftepsy and prefents it a fecond time to view. Is he 
reminding Ifrael of their rebellion and difobedience ? 
his own tranfgreflion, and the punifhment of it, arife 
and ftare him in the face. Is he encouraging them in 
their progrefs towards the promifed land ? he fighs to 
think that he himfelf fhall never enter into it. At one 
time he flatters himfelf with the hope that juflice 
Plight perhaps relent, and p^efumes to expoftulate 
and entreat, in terms earned and pathetic, fuch as 
thefe.j " O Lord God, thou haft begun to fliew thy 
fervant thy greatnefs, and thy mighty hand : for 
what god is there in heaven or in earth, that can do 
according to thy works, and according to thy might ? 
I pray thee let me go over and fee the good land that 
is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Leba- 
non.*** 

At another time, he feems quietly to give up the 
caufe as loft, and patiently prepares to ""meet his fate, 
and meekly refigns himfelf to the will of the Moft 
High, which he was unable to alter. In a word, we 
fee him at once the man and the believer, and a pat- 
tern well worthy of imitation in both refpefts. 

It is. impoflible to obferve the conflift of Mofes'$ 
foul, when this cup of trembling was put into his 
hands, without thinking of the bitter agony in the 
garden, of the travail of the Redeemer's foul, of that 
paffionate addrefs, " Father, if it be pofEble,let this cup 
pafs from me"— of ** fweat like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground"!— of the triumph of 
refignation, ** neverthelefs, not my will, but thine be 
done"— of " humiliation to death, the death of the 
crofs." Thus it " behoved him to fulfil all righteouf- 
nefs." Thus he taught men to obey the law of God, 
to ufe all lawful endeavours to preferve life ; and thus 
he inculcated fubmiffion to that fovereign will which it 
is unprofitable and impious to refift« 
Vol. V. D " Get 

* Deut. iii. 24, 25. t Luke xxii. 42^ — 44. 
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" Ger thee up," faid God to Mofes, "into this Mount 
Abariniy and fee the land which I have given unto the 
children of Ifrael ;" * and this is all that the law can 
do for the guilty ; it condufts to an adjoining cmi- 
aence, it fpreads a diftant profped of Canaan, it can dif- 
play its beauty and fertility, it can infpire the defire of 
poffeffion ; but it cannot divide Jordan, it cannot lead 
to vidlory over the laft enemy, it cannot make " the 
comer thereunto perfed,'* nor eftablifh the foul in ev- 
erlafting reft. Neither Mofes, the giver of the law, 
nor Aaron, the high-prieft, under the law, could 
** continue by reafon of death." But the Apoftle 
and High-Prieft of our profeffion is " entered into- 
the holieft of all," has opened a paflage through the 
gates of death, to life and immortality y lifted up, firft 
upon the crofs, and then to his throne in the heavens, 
he is drawing all men unto him* 

Together with the honeft though fond attachment 
to life, which charafterizes the man, and the pious re- 
fignation which marks the child of God, Mofes dif- 
covers, on this occafion, that excellent fpirit vhich 
finks and lofes the individual in the public. He 
cheerfully gives up his perfonal fuit, and the caufe of 
Ifrael henceforth engrofles him wholly* " And Mo- 
fes fpake unto the Lord, faying,, Let the Lord, the God 
of the fpirits of all flefli, fet a man over .the coQffrega- 
tion, which may go out before them, and which may 
go in before them, and which may lead them out, and 
which may bring them in y that the congregation of 
the Lord be not as Iheep which have no fliepherd."t 

Let modern patriots think of this, and blufti at their 
pride and felfifhnefe. But they are loft to ajl fenfe of 
decency, they keep each other in countenance by 
their multitude and confidence, and " glory in their 
fliame." This noble condufl: of the Jcwifh legiflator 
was not the affcftation of virtue and public fpirit, the 
oftentatious boafting of a man who had no profpeQ:, 
or a diftant one, of being put to the trial ; but the na- 
tive. 

* I^cv. xvii. 12, 13. \ Numb, xxvii. 15 — 17. 
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tivc greatnefs and fiiperiority of a mind occupied with 
two grand objeds, the glory of God, and the good of 
his, country ; a mind that could rejoice in the ad- 
vancement of an inferior, and decreafe with inward 
fatisfeftion, while the other increafed. Ordinary men 
look with an evil eye upon their fucceflbrs. A prince 
and his heir, though that heir be his own fon, gene- 
rally live upon indifferent terms ; but Mofes fees; his 
dignity departing from himfelf in his life time^ de- 
parting from his fomily, given to his fervant, without 
a murmur^ without a figh. It was enough to him 
that God bad been pleafed to adopt Jofhua, for the 
purpofe of finiftiing his work, of introducing Ifrael 
into their inheritance. It is no Iboner intimated to 
him, than Joihua becomes Jiis fon, his brother, his 
friend : aiid he proceeds to his inftallation with as 
much alacrity, as he inverted Aaron with the pontifi- 
cal robes. 

This folemn ceremony confifted of a variety of cir- 
cumftances, which are well worthy of our attention ; 
from their being of divine appointment, from their 
great antiquity, fiom their inexplicable myfterioufnefs, 
or their obvious fignificancy. Jofhua was already an- 
ointed with the undion of the Spirit : he was a perfon 
of Angular piety, undaunted refolution, and unfliaken 
fidelity : he had long attended upon Mofes as his min- 
ifter, had accompanied him into the mount, when he 
afcended to meet God, had traverfed the land of Ca- 
naan as one of the foies, had brought up its good re- 
port, and ftood firm wirfi Caleb in refifting the timid 
and difcouraging reprefentations of his colleagues. 
He poflefled all the qualities natural, acquired, and 
miraculoufly difpenfed, which were requifite to the 
difcharge of the duties of that high and important 
ftation to which Providence was now calling him. By 
the fpirit which is faid to have been in Jofhua, fomc 
undcrftand the fpirit of prophecy, or fupernatural 
powers of forefeeing and providing for futurtltevents. 
By taking in every circumftance, it feems rather to 
P 2 denote 



denote thc^e rare gifts with which nature had fo lib* 
eraiiy endowed him ; wifdom, and courage, and 
ftrength, and which Providence was now calling forth 
for the general benefit. But though thus amply fur- 
nilhed for his great undertaking, God was pleafed to 
command a folemn and public declaration of his choice, 
and that the obje£l of it ihould, before the eyes of the 
people, be fet apart by the impofitioa of the hands of 
Mofes to the office affigned him* 

Forms are neceflary, becaufe men are not fpiritual ) 
forms are interpofed^ that the onderltanding, the heart 
and the eonfcience may b^ approached through the 
channels of fenfe. And^of all forms, recommended 
by divine authority, atid its own fignificant fimplicity, 
that of the laying on of hands is one of the moil an* 
cient, moil frequently in ufe, and moft ftriking. By 
this folemn rite, the devoted vidim was fet apart for 
death, and the guilt of the offerer transferred, as it 
were, and laid upon the head of the oblation : and thua 
were the minifter of the fanAuary, the general, the 
ftatefman, dedicated to the dutiea of their refpe&ive 
ftations: thus new and extraordinary powers were 
conferred upon Jofliua : thus Jefus took leave of his 
difciples, and left a bleffing behind him, more precious 
than the mantle of Elijah. <^ He led them out as far 
as Bethany, and he Ufted up his hands and blefled 
them."* 

By laying on of the q>oftles^ hands, miraculous 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft were communicated ; and by 
laying on of the hands of the prefbytery, Timothy was 
folemnly fet apart for exercifing the office of a bifhop^ 
and thus a great part of the cnriftian^ world continues 
to inftal its miaifters in the paftoral office. 

Mofes was farther commanded *^ to caufe Joihua 
to (land before Eleazar the prieft," who was probably 
to offer up facrifice in behalf of the commander ele£t, 
and by this additional folemnity to imprefs both upon 
his own mind and upon thofe of the fpedators, the % 

weight 
* Luke XXIV. 50. , 



Lect. III. HiJ^cry of Mofit* 45 

weight and importance of the facred charge cemmit* 
ted unto him. It is added, verfe 20th, '< And thou 
Aalt put fome of thine honour upon him, that all the 
congregation of the children of Ifrael may be obe- 
dient." 

This is interpreted by ibme commentators, of thofe 
rays of glory, which are fuppofed to have furrounded 
(the head of Mofes, ever fince his defcent from God 
in the mount, and which fo dazzled the eyes of the 
beholder, that in fpeaking to the people he was under 
the neceflity of putting a veil over hi^ fece. By the 
impofition of his hands upon the head of Joihua; ac* 
cording to the commandment, this external, fenfible 
honour is underftood to have been communicated from 
the one to the other, and that, in confequence of it, 
Jofhua henceforth wore a vifible token of the choice 
of Heaven. 

Conjedlure and fancy blend too much in this ex* 
poiition, to procure for it a very high degree of re- 
fped. Jufter and more fober criticifm explain the 
paflage as implying, that Mofes fliould immediately 
aflpciate Jofhua with himfelf in the executive powers 
of govemm^ent, devolve upon him a (hare both of the 
refpeft and the care which pertained to the fuprdine 
command ; that he mieht enjoy the fatis£a&ion, while 
he yet lived, and which he fo much defired, of be* 
holding a wife and a good man conduding the Ifrael- 
itiih affairs, in church and ftate, with difcretion, and 
carrying on the plan of Providence to its confumma^ 
tion. 

There is another article in the injundion laid upon 
Mofes, refpeding the appointment of his fuccefibr, 
which has greatly exercifed ^nd puzzled the critics. 
<^ And he mall ftand before Eleazar the prieft, wha 
ihall aik counfel for him, after the judgment of Urim, 
before the Lord ; at his word (hall they go out, and 
at his word they fhall come in, both he and all the 
children of Ifrael with him, even all the congrega* 
tion.*'* The 

* Numb, XK?u. tu 



4-6 Hijhty ^ Mop. Lect. HI. 

The difficulty i$, what was the Urim^ and the 
judgment of Urira, of which Ekazar was to alk coun* 
fd in behalf of Jofliua, and wherein Mofes differed 
from Jolhua.as to this ? Urim is, in general, in fcrip^ 
ture, found in comiexion with Thummim. The 
words import li^t and perfeSlitm ; and they appear to 
have been fome part or appendage of the breaft^plate, 
that efiential article of the high-prieft's drefs. They 
were not, it is alleged, the prod^ion of human ikill, 
like the other particulars of the facred clothing, for 
there is no account of their fabrication by the hand$ 
pf man ; but when the breaftrplate was finifhed, Mo- 
fes, we are told, " put into it the Urim and the 
Thummim," whatever they were, immediately frcMH 
God. 

The method of confultation has alfo furniflied amr 
pie matter of difpute. The moft approved tradition 
is this, for fcripture gives but few, and thcrfe very 
general hints, upon the fubjed, the perfon who defir^ 
(cd to confult the oracle, (and nQUe but public perfons^ 
and on great public occafions, were admitted to that 
privilege,) intimated his intention to the high-pried ; 
who, at the hour of incpnfe, arrayed in his pontificai 
veftments, entered the holy place, accompanied at 
a little diftance by the magiftrate or general, who 
made the inquiry. The high-prieft placed himfelf 
with his face towards the entrance of the moft holy 
place. The veil which feparated the holy place from 
the holy of holies, was drawn up for the occafion, fp 
that he ftood diredly fronting the ark of the covenant, 
overfliadowed by the cherubim, where the Schechinah, 
or vifible glory, refided. The inqiiirer then 'ftanding 
behind, pronounced tihe queftion, or confultation, in 
a few plain words ; fuch for example as rhefe, " Shall 
I go up againft the Philiftines, or fliall I not go up ?'* 
This queftion was again repeated folemnly and dif- 
tindly by the highrprieft before the Lord : and on 
looking downwards upon the Urim in the breaft-plate, 

the 
* fCuni. :fxyii. 21. 
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the anfwer of God was feen ia charaders of refleded 
light, from the excellent glory, and which the high- 
prieft audibly repeated in the ears of the party coo- 
kerned. " Go j'* or, " Thou Ihalt not go/* 

When the oracle refufed to give any refponfe, as in 
-the cafe of Saul, it was confidered as a mark of high 
difpleafure. God would not anfwer €hat wicked prince 
** by the judgment of Urim,** but becaufe he had wil- 
fully forfaken God, an offended God, in juft difpleaf- 
4ire, gave him up to aik counfel of hell, and to follow 
it to hiB own deftrudion. " We have alfo,*' chrif- 
tians, " a more fure word of prophecy, whereunto ye 
Ao well chat ye:take heed 4 as unto a light that fhin- 
eth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day- 
ftar atife in your hearts." * 

Joihua being referred to this mode of confultation, 
compared with the hiftory of Mofes, points out the 
difference between thefe two leaders of Ifrael. ^* There 
arofe not a prophet fmce in Ifrael like unto Mofes^ 
whom the Lord knew face to face.'*! 

God manifefled himfelf immediately unto Mofes ; 
converfed with him as a man with his friend. Joihua 
was kept at a greater diflance, and enjoyed commu- 
nion with God through the intervention of appointed 
means. Jufl as before Mofes was admitted to the 
very fumrait of the mount, received within the veil of. 
thick darknefs, which at once concealed and revealed 
'the divine glory ; while Jofhua was confined to a 
lower region, kept in the place and on the duty of a 
fervant. But we muft conclude. 

The whole fcene that has now pafTed in review, 
fpeaks diredly to the heart and confcicnce. It pre- 
fents a flriking and inftru£Uve inftance of the good- 
nefs and fcverity of God. The faults and infirmities 
of his dearcft children he neither overlooks, nor for- 
gets to punilli. For one offence, and feemingly a 
flight one, Mofes is excluded from Canaan. No hu- 
miliation, penitence or entreaty can, of themfelvcs, 

remove 
* 2 Peter i. 19. f Dcut. xxxiv. ic^ 
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remoifc the guilt nor prevent the chaftifement of fin* 
The negleft or infult offered by a child^ a brother, a 
friend, flrikes deeper than the moft violent outrage 
from a ftranger, or an avowed enemy. The tranf- 
greifion of Mofes at the waters of ftrife was thus ag- 
gravated, and he muft die for it* O my God, enter 
not into judgment with me, whofe crimes are height- 
ened by every circumftance of aggravation^-delibera-^ 
tion, prefumption, filial ingratitude, in the face of fol- 
emn and repeated engagements. If Mofes died the 
death, for once fpealung unadvifedly with his lips^ 
in the moment of paffion ; *^ if thou. Lord, art ftrift 
to mark iniquity^ where fliall I ftand ?'* how fliall I 
efcape ? 

But is death a puniihment to a good man ? No. 
As in the death or Mofes, therefore, we behold the 
juftice and feverity of Qod, fo, in its confequences, 
we behold his goodnefs and loving-kindnefs. The 
evil is flight and temporary ; the good is unfpeakably 
great, and eternally permanent ; exclufion from Ca- 
naan is admiflion into the kingdom of heaven ; ^^ to 
be abfent from the body is to be prefent with the 
Lord." Faith, indeed, redeems not from the power 
of the grave, but it diffipates all the horror of the 
tomb ; transforms it into a retting place for the weary 
pilgrim ; and converts the king of terrors into a 
minifter of joy. ** O death, where is thy fting ? O 
grave, where is thy vidory ? Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the viftory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord.*' 
*' The faying that is written, is come to pafs, death 
is fwallowed up of victory ; mortality is fwallowed up 
of life." ** Life and immortality are brought to light 
by the gofpel." We " know whom we have believ- 
ed :" we believe in him whox hath faid, " I am the 
refurredion and the life ; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet (hall he live. And who- 
foever liveth and believeth in me, ihall never die." 

Hiftory 
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LECTURE IV, 

NUMBERS XXzit X> 2. - - 

i Jlnd the Lordfpaie wfOo Mofesjfaying^ Avenge the ebiU 
dren oflfrael of the Midiamtet ; afterward fbalt thou 
be gathered wtto tbyfeoplff 

1 HE intereft which every reader of talle and fenfi<- 
bility takes in the life and adions of Mofes is never 
permitted to flag, much lefs totally to fink and e:;^ 
pire. His infant cries, from th^ very firft moment, 
awaken our fympathy ; and his departing words, at^ 
the age of a hundred and twenty years, contin^ to 
excite our efteem and admiration. Whether employ*- 
ed as a minifter of vengeance or of mercy, he infpires 
affe6Uon or commands refped. 

The love of life is not only natural and innocent, 
but important and necefTary. We are inftrufted to ' 
guard, to prcferve, to prolong it, at once by the con- 
ftitutionand frame of our nature, and by manifold 
examples of the higheft authority. And while Prov- 
idence permits the farther extenfion of it, the rea- 
fons and end of that extenfion are obvioufly manifeft. 
Not a lingle hour is added to the life of any one, 
merely to make up fuch a quantity of time. No, ev* 
ery moment is deliined to its peculiar purpofe, pafles 
to account, calls to its proper ufe and employment. 
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To dream of premature retirement from the exercifc 
of our faculties and fundkions, of mere exiftence with- 
out employment, is aa attempt to defeat the intention 
of the Creator in fending us into the world ; is a 
degradation and perverfion of the powers of the hu- 
man mind ; is to be dead while we live. The inqui- 
ry of a well regulated fpirit, to the laft, is, " Lord, 
what wouldft thou have me do f *' While any of my 
powers remain, however blunted, however impaired, 
to whom fliall I dedicate the poor remains ? Enfee- 
bled, exhaufted as I am, is there no one refped in 
which I can yet glorify God, or be ufeful to my fel- 
low creatures ?'* And, to the laft, the great Supporter 
of life, the Ruler of the world, has fomp command to 
give, fome labour to be performed, fome exercife of 
the hand, the head, or the heart to ^enjoin, fome pur- 
pofe of jufticeorof love to acco^plifh. 

Mofes has received warning tb.depart, but the hour 
of releafe is not yet come. And though his offence 
at the waters of Mcribah muft be .pufti&ed with death, 
the tranquillity of his mind is not thereby difcompof- 
<^d, nor his intercourfe with Heaven interrupted, nor 
his zeal in performing the duties of his ftation abated* 
The God whom he had fo long and faithfully ferved, 
continues to convcrfe with him as a man with his 
iriend, communicates to him his defigns, and employs 
/um in the execution. Our lives too are forfeited;- 
^idc fcntence of death is upon us; under a, refpite of 
^ inkuown, uncertain duration, our days are paffing 
away. Improved ever fo well, they cannot indeed rq- 
deem from the grave, nor alter the immutable decree ; 
but their improvement may alleviate the bitternefs of 
death, and pluck out the fting. The inevitable courfe 
of nature, and the righteous decifions of a holy law, 
dcftroy not the facred communications which fubfift 
between a merciful CJod and a gracious fpirit. To re- 
ceive a command from an offended father, after judg- 
ment has been pronoimced, partakes of the nature of 
;ji pardou : and it is no flender confolation, even un- 
der 
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;der the ftroke of juftke, to refleft that patcrasJ aflPeo 
tion was pleafed to regard and accept future obedience 
and fubniiffion, if not as an atonement for offence, at 
lead as a mark cf contrition for having tranfgreffed. 
As if, therefore, we could wipe out the memory of 
che paft ^ as if perfcvering labours of grr^titudc and 
love coul4 purchafe our rekafe ; as if death were to 
be preveutjedjdifarmed or deftroyed, by the efforts of 
the pafSng moment, let 113 awake and arife to the 
knowledge, the ftudy and tht practice of our heavenly 
Father'* will 

The fervice prefcribed to Mofes on this occafion 
W2i% the£xecution of juftice on a nation of offenders* 
The nature of the offence has been hinted at in a for- 
mer Lefture j and we may form a judgment of its 
enormity, from the vengeance which purfued it. The 
ilate of Midian^ at the period in queftion, exhibits the 
laft ftage of moral depravity—^ corrupted people car- 
rying on a temporary political defign, by means the 
moft fcandalous and difhonourable— the deareft and 
moft delicate interefts of human nature vilely lacr* 
ficed to its worft and moft difgraceful propenfitics-* 
hufbands countenancing the proftitution of tt\^jr 
wives, and parents that of their daughters, in order lo 
gratify ambition, avarice or revenge^ A nation of 
fuch a character is necdiarily haftening to utter de- 
ftrudion, without fire from heaven, or the fword of a 
foreign enemy. But what vice was accelerating by 
its own native energy. Providence haftens to an iHLie 
by a fpeciai interpofition, and *' the Lord makes him- 
felf known by the judgment which he executes,^' 

The force which it was thought proper to employ 
for the extermination of this debauched race, is indi- 
cation fuffiicient how low its character was rated. Im- 
merfed in fenfuality, enervated by luxury, a handful 
pf men was deemed enough to deftroy them. A 
thoufand out of every tribe of Ifrael, twelve thoufand 
pien ^n al), Mofes confiders as fully competent to the 

execution 
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execution of this enterprize ; and the event fully jut 
tified the eftimate he had made. It is likewife re- 
markable, that he neither commands in this expedition, 
in perfon, nor commits the condud of it to Jofhua, or 
any other of military profeffion ; but to ** Phineas, 
the fon of Eleazar the prieft,*' fiirniflied " with the 
holy inftruments, and the trumpets to blow, in his 
hand/' We have here, therefore, the idea of a fol- 
emn public exertion, rather than of rej^ular war. 
No refiftance is made, no blood but that of the crim- 
inals is fhed ; they dare not meet in the field thofc 
whom in the fecret chambers they could enlhare. In 
vain their hoary advifer Balaam? urges them to feats 
of arms, and fets them an example of courage \ fup- 
ported by five kings and their armies, he falls together 
with them« by the fword of Ifrael, an awful monu- 
ment, how certainly, however flowly, eternal juftice 
overtakes the finncr ! 

The immenfe booty which this eafy vlftory tranf- 
ferred to the Ifraelites, is a farther demonftration of 
K ' c feeblenefs and diflblution of their unwarlike ene- 
'j.iy. They bad wealth without being rich, luxury 
wuhout enjoyment, policy without wifdom, kingly 
power without government, and zeal for religion 
without an objed of worlhip. Conquered* the mo- 
ment they are attacked, having no refource in public 
or private virtue ; men loft to a fenfe of what confti- 
tutes true female dignity, women precipitating that 
corruption of which they were the miferable viftims 
-^-they bold up to mankind a fearful but inflrudive 
example of the native, neceflary, inevitable confei* 

Suences of vice. Up to fimilar caufes the downfal of 
ill greater ftates may be traced ; and if fin be the 
ruin of any kingdom, what individual offender (hall 
dare to flatter himfelf with the hope of efcaping the 
righteous judgment of God ? 

The feverity with which judgment was executed 
on the Midianites, helps farther to unfold their char- 
after. An effeminate, luxurious people, generally 

excites 
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excites ccntempt at moft ; but here a holy and juft in-« 
dignation h kindled^ Heaven itfelf 18 up in arma 
againft a degenerate race ; and Mofes, the meekeft of 
men, accufes the exterminators of the whole race of 
Midian of Weak and excefCve lenity^ How is thi^ 
to be accounted for ? It will be found on inauiry, that 
in a very diflblute (late of fociety, vices of the moft 
odious and atrocious kind are necef&rily blended with 
others lefs offenfiva« The love o£ pleafure is tho 
predominant charad:er ; but in order to feed and fup<- 
port that paf&on, arts the moft criminal and deteftabie 
muft be employed* Injuftice, violence, perjury and 
murder follow in the train of luft. The moral prin- 
ciple is deflroyed : all fenfe of fhame is loft. The 
general depravity keeps every individual tranfgreffor 
in countenance. Appearances are no long^ attended 
to or kept up. Men glory in their fhame* The very 
offices of religion are perverted into inftruments of 
debauchery. Such, apparently^ was the ftate of Midi- 
an at the period under review ; fucb was that of If- 
jael during the government and priefthood of Eli ^ 
andfuch was that of the AiTyrian and Roman empire > 
immediately previous to their fubverfion* And ii>. 
fuch a ftate^ is it any wonder to fee heaven and earth 
combined to root out and overthrow — a holy and 
righteous God employing the miniftration of thegent- 
left of mankind to cut off the name and memory of 
fuch a people from the earth ? When punifliment fo 
fignal is infli£ted, we may fafely infer, that the guilt 
which proyoked it from fuch hands was enormous. 
On reviewing the little army of Ifrael, after the 
vidory, a fad turns up unequalled in the hiftory of 
mankind — ^not fo much as one of the twelve thoufand 
has fallen in battle : and that in attacking and deftroy- 
ing a nation fo populous as to contain thirty-two 
thoufand females of a particular defcription.* The 
hand of God was clearly vifible in this, and thank- 
fully acknowledged. The fuperfluous ornaments 

which 
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which lately pubJiflied the ftemeof Mklian, now pro- 
claim the piety and gratitude of Ifrael ; and become 
part of the facred treafory of the tabernacle. Every 
creature of God is good in itfelf, and intended to da 
good. Ufe the world fo as not to abufe it, and the 
Creator is glorified. Every day added to our life is 
as much a miracle of mercy, as the prefervation of 
every individual of the twelve thoufend in the day of 
battle. Let our gratitude declare itfelf in an haWt- 
ual devotednefs of heart and life, to the God of our 
life, and jhe length of our days \ let us prefent our 
*' bodies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is our reafonable fervicc : and be transfonned 
by the renewing of our mind, that we may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.''* 

In the punifliment inflifted on Midian, we behold 
a righteous God profecuting an injury done to Ifrael, 
as an infult offered to himfdf. And indeed every of- 
fence againft fociety is a direft attack of the divine 
Lthority, which has fenced the perfon, the fame and 
e virtue of our neighbour on every fide, againft all 
the affaults, whether of violence or deceit. The char- 
after and conduft, in connexion with the untimely end 
ofthe arch-feducer Balaam, are an awful and inftruc- 
tive inftance of the juftice of God in making fignal 
guilt its own avenger, and furniih a ftriking illulbra- 
tion of the obfervations made by the pfalmift and hi« 
wife fon : *' Behold he travaileth with iniquity, and 
hath conceived mifchief, and brought forth falfehood. 
He made a pit, and digp;ed it, and is fallen into the 
ditch which he made. His mifchief fhall return upon 
his own head, and his violent dealing fhall come down 
upon his own pate. I will praife the Lord according 
lo his righteoufncfs ; and will fing praife to the name 
of the Lord moft high.'*t " The heathen are funk 
down in the pit that they made, in the net which they 
hid is their own foot taken. The Lord is known by 

the 
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the judgment \vhich he executeth : the wicked Is fiunr« 
ed in the work of his own hands/** *' For the way* 
of man are before the eyes of the Lord^ and he ponder- 
eth ^11 his goings. His own iniqaities (hall take the 
wicked himfelf, and he fliall be holden with the cords 
of his fms. He ihall die without mftrudion : and in 
the greatnefs of his folly he Ihall go aftray/'t 

— In the faint refiftance made by the Midianites to 
a force fo fmall, we behold the native tendency of 
vice to enfeeble and enervate. Sunk in effeminacy 
and floth, they are overcome as ibon as attacked* 
Strong in cunning, they are deftitute of true wifdom, 
and defedive in valour. The foe that afiaults^ that 
conquers them, is within. ** The wicked flee when 
no man purfueth, but the righteous is bold as a lion/' 
Addidednefs to the pleafures of feofe gradually^ 
though infenfibly, encroaches on all the nobler prin- 
ciples of our nature, undermines and fubverts them. 
Every fpring of the foul is relaxed through difufe ; 
the bodily powers become languid, and the fluggilh 
giant becomes an eafy prey to the a^ive and vigorous 
child. Exercife your faculties, and they will increafe* 
and improve ; negle£): them, and they will quickly 
fall into utter decay. Fear God, maintain *' a con- 
fcience void of ofience,** and bid defiance to what 
earth and hell can do againft you. 

— In the free-will oflfering of thefe grateful Ifraeiites 
for protection and deliverance in the day of battle, 
behold a laudable example of attention to the ways of 
Providence, and of thankful acknowledgment of 
them. Let friends, after the days of feparation are at 
an end, after the hour of danger is pall, reckon their 
numbers. Do they remain entire, not one miffing, is 
no allay mingled with the joy of re-union ? It was the 
hand of God that fupportcd ; he *' gave his angels 
charge concerning you." *' He covered you with 
his feathers ; his truth was your ihield and buckler ; 
no evil befel you, no plague came nigh your dwell- 

ing." 

* Pfal. ix. 15, 16. f Prov. r. 21 — 27,^ 
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ing/' ^^ Give unto the Lord the glory due unto hi» 
name ; offer unto him thankfgiving, honour him with 
your fubftance ;" prefent " the calves of your lips/' 
the devotednefa of your hearts, the obedience of your 
lives* 

. -^Does the punifhilieiit of this people appear to any 
rigorous and excelfive ? Let them confider that they 
are very incompetent judges of God's moral govem- 
. ment ; that they fee but a few fcattered fragments of 
the vad: fcheme of Providence ; that creatures them- 
felves ignorant, weak and criminal, mod be much 
difqualified to ^* hold the balance and the rod ;'' that 
every tranfgrefSon of the divine law merits death ; 
that *^ fools'* only " make at mock at fin." Let the 
whole earth tremble before Him ** who will by no 
means clear the guilty :'* who has denounced ** in- 
dignation and wrath^ tribulation and anguifh againft 
every foul of man that doth evil," while to the hum- 
ble and contrite, in heart, he proclaims his name, 
^* The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious^ 

'long-fufiering, and abundant in goodnefs and truth ; 

keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranf- 
greilion and fin ;"* " vifiting the iniquity of the fa- 
diers upon the children, unto tht third zad fourth gen- 
eration of them who hate him i but Ihewing mercy 
to thoufands of them that love him and keep his com* 
inandments/'t 

— ^In the leader and commander of Ifrael behold, 
once more, a man exalted far above all temporary, all 
felfifh concerns ; occupied only with the interefts of 
truth and juflice, the duties of his ftation, the prof- 
perity of his charge, the glory of Him who had con- 
ferred it upon him. In this laft obje£t his whole foul 
is abforbed. He walks already on air, and beholds 
the world under his feet ; but forgets not that he is 
yet in it, and that in every ftate, and at every period 
0f exiftence, a rational being may promote, and ought 

to 
* Exod. xxxiT. 69, 7. t £xo<L xx. 5} 6. 
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to be ftudying how he may beft promote^ the honour 
of his Creator, by adminiftering juftice, or extending 
mercy to his fellow-creatures. Confider him well ; 
and/in your fphere, with the mean» and ability you 
enjoy, go and do likewife-^and God grant us all wif- 
dom to know and do what is well-pleafing in his 
fight. 
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Hiftory of Mofes. 



LECTURE V. 



NUMBERS XXXV. 9—15* 

And the Lord /pake unto Mofes^faying^ Speak unto the 
children of Ifrael^ and fay unto them^ When ye be come 
over Jordan^ into the land of Canaan^ then ye Jhall 
appoint you cities^ to be cities of refuge for you ; that the 
flayer may flee thither which killeth anyp^rfon at una* 
wares. And they Jhall be unto you cities for refuge 
from the avenger ; that the man/layer die notj until he 
fland before the congregation in judgment. And ofthefe 
cities which ye fhaU ^ve^ fix cities Jhall ye have for ref- 
uge. Te Jhall give three cities on this fide fordan^ and 
three cities Jhall ye give in the land ^ Canaan j which 
Jhall be cities of refuge* Thefefix cities Jhall be a ref* 
uge^ both for the children of Ifrael^ and for the fir anger ^ 
and for thefojoumer among them ; that every one that 
killeth any per f on unawares may fUe thither. 

Human laws are generally the refult ofexperi- 
ence, not the provifion of forefight* Occafion dic- 
tates the encouragement to be given, the reftraint to 
be impofed, the punifhment to be inflicted. The mul- 
tiplication of new and extraordinary cafes, muft of 
CQurfe fwell the ftatute book ; through change of cir- 
cumftances fome inftitutes muft finx into difufe and 
oblivion, and others rife into exiftence and force. 
Hence the variety, the opposition, the contradi£don of 

different 
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dxflFereixt codes of law, not only in different countries, 
but in the fame country at different periods. 

There are, at the fame time, certain general and 
fixed principles of law applicable to every ftate of Xb- 
ciety ; which, founded in eternal, unchangeable truth 
and juftice, are in perpetual force, and of univerfal 
obligation. Pivefted of every thing arbitrary, local 
and temporary, they addrefs themfelves to the under- 
itanding and confcience of every man, and irrefifUbly 
carry convidion with them. The genius, cbarader 
and progrefs of any people, a fagacious obferver will 
be able to trace, with tolerable accuracy, in their legif- 
lation, in their inftitutions, political and religious ; for 
thofe of a moral tendency never vary. It is eafy to 
difcern in the fpirit of the laws, what is the fpirit of 
the nation j to difcern whether liberty or defpotifm, 
moderation or tyranny is predominant. 

But the conftitution of the commonwealth of Ifrael 
poflefTes diftin£tive features. It was formed by Divine 
Wifdom long before it had a local refidence wherein 
to 2&. The laws by which Canaan was to be gov- 
erned, were enaded in the wildernefs. Prefdence 
made provifion for cafes which could not as yet have 
arifen. Republican equality was blended with abfo- 
lute rmlimited theocracy ; a liberty and a fovereignty 
eftablifljed in perfeft harmony, and yet both to their 
utmolt extent. The Levitical part of the conftitution 
yras adapted to this flate of things. The priefthood, 
in refped of property and pofTefuon, was reduced be- 
low the level of their brethren ; while by their office 
and employments, the homage paid and the provifioa 
made for them, they were raifed above their fellows. 
They were appointed to minifler at the altar of God ; 
and it was his will, and it was reafonable, that they 
ihould live by it. 

One of the lafl public fervices in which Mofes was 
employed, is the fettlement of this branch of the po- 
litical economy— -the eftablifhiment of religion^ ^^^l^out 
which no ftate can long e^ft ; and the appointment 
E 3 of 
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of a^ moderate, but certain and fteady provifion for itr 
minifters. 

Forty and eight cities, in all, with their fuburbty 
and an extent of territory around every one, not ex- 
ceeJing two thoufand cubits, in all direftions, were to 
be fet apart for th^ tribe of Levi, and diftributed by 
lot. As the lot was fpecially ordered by Divine Prov- 
idence, the difperfion of this tribe over the whole 
land, there is good reafon to believe, God in wifdom 
overruled favourably to the exercifc of their facred 
fundbion. Of their other privileges and immunities, 
\ve are not now led to treat. The word3 we have read 
limit our attention to an inftitution, in many rcfpc6J:s 
lingular, and unexampled in the hiftory of mankind— -' 
the appointment of fix of the Levitical cities, as places 
of refuge for the unintentional, and therefore lefs crim- 
inal manflaycr. Refpeding this inflitution, and its 
reafon and defign, the following particulars recom- 
mend themfelves to our notice. ' 

The provifion here made refers to a cafe of Angu- 
lar importance to fociety ; on which indeed the very 
being of fociety depends — the fecurlty of human life 
againft violence. To take away the life of another is 
the moft atrocious offence which man can commit 
againft man. The laws of every well-regulated com- 
munity hare accordingly marked it as the objeft of 
juft vengeance, faying, in the language of the fupreme 
Legiflator, " Whofo (heddeth man's blood, by man 
fhall his blood be Oied.'* But into the commiffion of 
this offence, as of every other, circumftances of aggra- 
vation or alleviation may enter ; and every wife legif- 
lator will take thefe into confideration ; adapting the 
degree of punifhment to the degree of criminality, 
diftinguiftiing the aftion, as connected with, or fepa- 
rated from the intention. To the wilful and deliber- 
ate murderer no place was to ferve as a fanfliuary ; to 
him the altar itfelf was to afford no protedkion. But 
a man may deprive his neighbour of life without in- 
curring the guilt of murder j and it muft be imputed 

to 
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to bim as a calamity, not a crime. To meet fuch a 
cafe, the provifion in queftion was made ; and a ref- 
uge was provided for both the citizen and the ftranger 
who might ** unawares," without m^ilice or inten- 
tion^ opcafion the death of anothej. 

This refuge, however, was not wholly unreftrifted, 
but fubje£l to a variety of regulations, all calculated 
powerfully to imprefs on the minds of the people, an 
awful fenfe of the value put on the life of man by the 
great Legiflator : and to ferve as a caution not only 
againft deliberate violence, but even againft .carelefs- 
Uefs a^d inattention, where/the life of another was con- 
cerned. Blood lies heavily, as it ought, on the head 
of him who fheddeth it, however innocently j and the 
confcioufnefe of k will ever be felt as a fevere punift- 
ment by a fenfible heart, though no judge arife jo 
avenge it. But punifhment to a certain degree was in- 
fliSed oil the manflayer, by the very ftatute which ap^ 
pointed the refuge ^ and to the uneafy reflexions 
ariling from having been the unwilling inftrument of 
a man's deaths were fuperadded alarming apprehen- 
fions and painful reftraints* *^ 

The firft regulation limited the number of thefc cit- 
ics to fix, for the whole commonwealth of Ifrad. 
Hence, an efcape to a place of refuge muft, in many 
inftances, have been effe£bed through much danger, 
exertion and labour 4 and the unhappy fugitive mufl 
frequently have felt all th^ bitternefs of death in his 
folicitude to flee from it. Thus, while the finger of 
mercy pointed to the fl:rong hold of fafety, the voice 
of juflice exclaimed, " FJee for thy life, look not be- 
hind thee, lefl: thou perilh j behold the avenger of 
bjood is at thy heels." 

But that tlie daoger, and the anxiety refulting fron> 
it, might be diminiihed as far as the limited number 
of the cities would admit, it was determined by the 
lot .that thefe fliould be difperfed at the mod commo- 
dious diftances, over the country ; and it was exprefl- 
ly provided that three of them fhoyld be on each fide 

th^ 
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the Jordan, in order to facilitate and fecure efcape at 
the feaibns when that river overflowed its banks, and 
rendered a paflage tedious, diiEcult or impracticable. 
In the fame view, it has been affirmed, and feems prob- 
able, that the roads which led to thefe cities were 
formed and maintained at the public expenfe, and 
that their breadth was very confiderable : that every 
obftruftion was removed out of the way, bridges were 
thrown over interpofing ftreams, and when roads 
hs^pened to crofs or feparate, an index, infcribed with 
the wof d Refuge^ pointed out the right courfe. And 
thus an inftitution humane in its defign, was ren- 
dered more fo, by the manner in which it was ob- 
ferved. 

But again— 4he city was, in the firft inftance, to ferve 
only as a temporary refuge, and afforded fhelter only 
till inquiry was made into the faft, and judgment was 
folemnly given between the manflayer and the aven- 
ger of blood, upon evidence adduced. If criminal 
intention was proved, there was no remedy, blood 
demanded blood, the prifoner muft be delivered up 
to the hands of juftice. If ptherwife, public protec- 
tion was granted, and he was reftored to his refuge. 
The ordinance having it in view not to prevent and 
fupprefs the truth, but to bring it openly and fully to 
light. 

The innocence of the profecuted party having been 
made clearly to appear, he was reflored indeed to his 
refuge, but it became, at the fame time, his prifon. 
Exiled from his native poffeffion, and from all that 
rendered it dear ; doomed to live among ftrangers, to 
fubfift on their bounty, perhaps to feel their unkind- 
nefs or negled, he mufl drag out a comfortlefs exifl- 
cnce, to an unknown, uncertain period ; or flir abroad 
under confbmt apprehenfion and hazard of his life. 
And confinement is flill confinement, though in a 
place of fafety, a city of refuge : and ignorance and 
uncertainty refpeding the termination of our mifery, 
are bitter ingredients in the cup of affli^on. ^ " It 

'may 
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may oudaft Kfc,** fad thought ! " or confiirae the beft 
and mofl valuable portion of my days. Unhappy 
that I am, to have introduced mourning into my 
neighbour's family, and defolated my own. Though 
I feel not the pangs of remorffe, my heart is torn with 
thofe of regret ; and blood, though ihed without a 
crime, is a burden too heavy for me to bear." 

The laft regulation on record f eipefting this fubjed, 
was a permimon to. the haplefs manflayer to " return 
into the land of his poffeflion,'* on the death of the 
high-prieft. The reafon of this ordinance does not 
appear ; but it contains a drcumftance very aiFefting 
to the prifoner himfelf, and affedUng to all Ifrael. His 
releafe from confinement could be purchafed only by 
death, the death of another ; and that not of an ordi- 
nary citizen, but of the moft dignified and refpeftable 
charader in the republic. The weight of blood inno- 
cently Ihed, was at length to be removed ; but how ? 
Not by the demife of him who Ihed it, but of " the 
high-prieft which fhould be in thofe days." And may 
we not fuppofe a refugee of fenfibility looking forward 
to this event with the mixed emotions of hope and 
fdrrow ? The very caufe of his enlargement makes it 
to partake of the nature of a punifliment. He dare 
hardly wifh for liberty, for it involved guilt deeper 
than what already lay upon his head ; deliberate de- 
viling the death of his neighbour, and taking pleafure 
in it. 

Now, if guiltlefs homicide fubjeded the perpetrator 
of it to fuch accumulated danger, anxiety and diflrefs, 
how atrocious in the fight of God muft wilful murder 
be ? And how facred, in the fight of man, ought to be 
the life of his brother, and every thing relating to its 
prefervation and comfort, his health, his peace, his 
reputation ? To attack him in any of thefe refpefts, is 
to level a blow at his head, or, where he feels more 
fenfibly flill, at his heart. 

Let us review this laft of the Mofaic inftitutions, and 
mark its reference to a clearer and more explicit dif- 

penfation : 
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penfation : for it too is evidently ^^ a fhadow of goo4 
things to come.** 

— ^The flying " manflayer" is an affefting reprefent* 
ation of what every man is by nature and by wicked 
works ; an unhappy creature, who has offended 
againft his brother, violated the laws of fociety, brok* 
en his own peace of mind, and trampled on the di* 
vine authority, not only accidentally and unintention- 
ally, but deliberately, prefumptuoufly. His con* 
fcience, 'Mike the troubled fea,** cannot refl. What he 
feels is dreadful, what he fears is infinitely worfe. 
With trembling Cain, he apprehends that every one 
who meeteth him will ilay him ; his multiplied crimes 
cry out of the ground for vengeance upon his head— » 
while eternal, inflexible juftice, like " the avenger of 
blood,*' purfues him to the death. To flee from, or 
endure the wrath of an offended Qod^ is equally impof- 
fible. All nature is up in arms againft him ; he is be- 
come a terror to himfelf ; the king of terrors aims hij 
fatal dart, and hell follows after^ 

— ^The '* refuge*' provided by this ftatute for thq 
unhappy man who h?id deftroyed his brother, and 
troubled his own foul, prefigures the remedy prefcrib. 
ed by infinite wifdom for the recovery of a loft, per» 
ifliing world — that difpenfation of Divine Providence 
in which " mercy and truth are met together, righ- 
teoufnefs and peace have kiflfed each other.** Fear 
not, guihy creature, there is hope concerning thee ; 
thou ihalt not die. The God whom thou haft offended, 
even he, " hath found out a ranfom }** he hath " laid 
help on One who is mighty to fave, even to the utter- 
moft, them who come unto God through him.** 
Ceafe from the anxious inquiry, *' Who fliall afcend 
into heaven, to bring Chtift down from abov^ ? Who 
Ihall defcend into the deep, to bring up Chrift again 
from the dead ?** *' The word is nigh thee,** and in 
this word the Lord " brings near his righteoufnefs,'* 
and his falvation. The name of Jehovah is as a 
ftrong tower, whofo runneth into it i3 I'afe. Prgphets, 

apoftles, 
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apoilles, evangelifts, with one accord, point to the 
fanduary, faying, " This is the way, walk ye in it." 
** Turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye prifoners of hope/* 
JHere is ^* an high way" — " the way-faring men, 
though fools, Ihall not err therein/' The Saviour 
himfelf proclaims, " Look to me, and be faved." 
** Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wi(e caft 



.Wt," 



-p^The very aft of flying from " the avenger of 
blood," argued a confcioufnefs of crin^inality, and an 
apprehenfion of danger j and the courf^ direfted to a 
(City of refuge, indicated a knowledge of its appoint- 
ment, and of the privileges pertaining to it, In this 
we behold the charafter of the convinced, penitent 
fmner, condemned of his own confcience, ftripp^d of 
every plea of felf-righteoufn^fs, alarmed with the ter^ 
rors of " the wrath to come," encouraged by the dec* 
larations of the mercy of God in Chrift, apprehend- 
ing " falyation in no other," perceiving no way to ef* 
cape but thi3, he flees " for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope fet before him," even to " Him who is mighty 
to fave j" to that " blood which fpeaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel ;" to " the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the fin of the world ;" (aying, in 
the words of the pfalmifl:, *' Lord, thou art my 
refuge ; return unto thy reft, O my foul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee." " In Jehovah 
^lone have I righteoufnefs and ftrength j" " he alfois 
become my falvation." 

The fafety of the manflayer depended, not on hav- 

I ing arrived at, but on remaining in the city of his 

. . refuger To leave it prematurely was as fatal as to be 

\ overtaken on the way that led to it. The grace of 

j the gofjpel, in like manner, is'ejctended, not to hin\ 

. who, convinced of fin, and trembling with apprehen- 

1 fion of judgment to come, has fled for refuge, to the 

\ great Propitiation for fin, but to him who abiddth in 

^ Chrift, As there is 4 " believing to the faving of the 

(pul j" fo there is a " drawing back unto perdition :" 

and 
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and ^^ no man having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God/* Hence 
the folemn injunction and warning of Chrift himfelf, 
^* Abide in me, and I in you — if a man abide not in 
me, he is cad forth as a branch, and is withered : and 
men gather them, and caft them into the fire, and 
they are burned/* " He that endureth unto the end, 
the fame fhall be faved." The great Apoftle and 
High-Prieft of our profeffion lives forever ;' there is 
therefore " no more going out/* " In returning and 
red fhall we be faved, in quietnefs and confidence fhall 
be our ftrength.** 

— The fanSuary provided and opened, equally for 
the diftrcfled Ifraelite and " the ftranger,'* is a happy 
prefiguration of the indifcriminating mercy, the un- 
limited extenfion of the gofpel falvation. •' In Chrift 
Jefus, ye who fometimes were far off, are made nigh 
by the blood of Chrift. For he is our peace, who 
hath made both one, and hath broken down the mid- 
dle wall of partition between us.** He " came and 
preached peace to you which were far off, and to them 
that were nigh ; and through him, we both have an 
accefs by one Spirit \jnto the Father.** The gofpel of 
Chrift is ** the power of God unto falvation, to every 
one that believeth, to the Jew firft, and alfo to the 
Greek.** It announces '* glory, honour and peace 
to every man that worketh good, to the Jew firft, and 
alfo to the Gentile.** " For there is no refpefl: of 
perfons with God.** Bleffed difpenfation, which hath 
aboliflied all invidious diftinftions ! " where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor uncircumcif- 
ion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift is 
all, and in all !** Who art thou then, O man, who 
" judgeft thy brother ? or why doft thou fet at nought 
thy brother ?** He is a man like thyfclf, a criminal as 
thou art ; for him alfo Chrift died, and for his admif- 
fion, as for thine, the door of mercy ftands open, the 
city of refuge ftrengthens its walls, expands its gates. 

I conclude 
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I conclude trith fuggefting a few hints, which will 
fervc to evince the glorious fuperiority of the objefik 
prefigured, ovdr the figure ; of " the very image of 
the things,'* above ^* the fliadow of good things to 
come/* The inftihition under review was a provifion 
for one particular fpccies of offence and diftrefs, and 
for a cafe which could occur but in rarer inftances. 
Indeed the whole hiftoty of Ifrael futnilhes not a fin- 
gle one. But the provifions of the ♦* better covenant 
— ^ftabliflied upon better jpromifes,** extend to every^ 
fpecies, and to every inftance of guilt and mifery. 
They are made not only for the heedlefs and the un- 
fortunate, the weak and the helplefs, but for the ftout- 
hearted and prefumptuous, for deliberate offenders 
and backfliding children, for the very chief of finners. 
Whatever, O man, be thy peculiar " weight, and thd 
fin that doth more eafily befet thee ;** whatever ** the 
plague of thine heart,** or the error of thy life, be- 
hold ^* help laid for thee on One mighty to fave." 
•' Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin 
of the world/* Hear, and accept his kind invitation, 
** Come to me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden^ 
and I will give you reft.** " Look to me, and be fav- 
ed, all the ends of the earth.** " Him that cometh I 
will in no wife caft out.** The cities of Ifrael ferved 
as a temporary reprieve from a fentence of death, 
which, though the hand of the " avenger** was re- 
ftrained, the hand of nature was fpeedily to execute. 
The manflayer might be overtaken by it, in the very 
city of his refuge. But the believer*s fecurity under 
the ffofpel never fails, never terminates. He is ** paff- 
cd from death unto life ;'* he " fliall never perifh.** 
** There is no condemnation to them that are in Chrift 
Jefus.** ** Who (hall lay any thing to the charge of 
God*s eleft ? It is God that juftifieth : who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 
rifen again.** *' I give unto them eternal life, and 
they Ihall never perifli, neither (hall any pluck them 
out of my hand : my Father which gave them me is 

greater 
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greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand.** Under the law, the death of 
the high-prieft, the final era of releafe to the manflay- 
cr^ was an event entirely cafual, often diftant, always 
uncertain* Under the gofpel, that death, which is 
the finner's deliverance, the fouPs ranfom, is an event 
forever prefent, perpetually producing its effect 
Chrift, " by one offering, hath perfeded forever them 
that are fanftified.** ^* This man, becaufe he contin- 
ueth ever, hath an unchangeable priefthood/* 

« We ought, therefore, to give the more eameft 
heed to the things which we have heard, led at any 
time we let them flip.** For if the intentional mur- 
derer was to be dragged from God's altar, to fufier 
the puniihment of his crime ; and if the manflayer, 
who defpifed and negle&ed his refuge, fell a jufl: fac- 
rifice to the refentment of ** the avenger of blood," 
and to his own prefumption and negleiO: of the mer- 
ciful ordinance of God ; " how fhall we efcape, if 
we neglefl: fo great falvation ?** " He that defpifed 
Mofes's law died without mercy, under two or three 
witneffes ; of how much forer puniihment, fuppofe ye, 
fliall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was fandtified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of grace ?*' 
^* For if we fin wilfully, after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
facrifice for fins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment, and fiery indignation, which Ihall devour 
the adverfaries. It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.** • " Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near. 
Let the wicked forfake his v/ay, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon."! " Behold, now is 

the 
* Jipb. X. 28, 29. 26, 27. 31. f Ifjd. Iv. 6, 7. 
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the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of falva* 
tion.*'* "Return, ye backfliding children, and I 
will heal your backflidlnga ; behold we come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord 6ur God. Truly in vain 
is falvation looked for from the hills, and from the 
multitude of mountains : truly in the Lord our God 
U the falvation of Ifrael/'t 



* 2 Cor. ?L ^ ^ Icx.vSl 32, 2J* 
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LECTURE VL 

DEUTERONOMY L ^ 

j^nd it came to pafs in the fortieth year^ in the eleventh 
months on the firji day of the months that Mofes fpake 
• imto the children of Ifrael^ according unto all that the 
Lord had given him in commandment unto them. 

" Where is that thrift, that ararice of tinic, 
O glorious avarice I thought of death infpires ?" 

YOUKC. 

J3EHOLD this honourable thrift, this glorious ava- 
rice, exemplified in that mod amiable and excellent 
of mankind, Mofes, the man of God, who has conde- 
scended to be fo long our inftruftor and our guide. 
He is now in the laft month of his earthly exiftence j 
he is " ready to be offered up ; the time of his de- 
parture is at hand ;" and an illuflrious inftance his 
laft days exhibits of how much may be done in a lit- 
tle time. Within the compafs of that month, that 
little month, all the words of this book were fpoken 
in the ears of all Ifrael, and were committed to writing. 
The decree, the irreverfible decree had gone forth, 
he knew that he muft die ; he therefore fets himfelf to 
redeem the time, and feeing his days are now few, 
not one of them fhall be fpent in vain. 

The 
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The tide which carried him along to the world of 
fpirits, is haftemng to finifli our courfe, to add us to 
the number of thofe who were, but are no more,^ 
Another month, a little month, muft clofe our review 
of the Ufe and writings of Mofes. A ftill fhorter pe- 
riod may clofe our worldly career ; and when we 
part, it is to meet no more, till " the dead, fmall and 
great, ftand before God/* Let us then feize the 
moments as they fly, and redeem our time. Let us 
drink into the fpirit of Mofes, and learn of him how 
to live, and how to die. 

We fee here a man living cheerfully, living ufeful- 
ly to the laft. Two different and indeed oppofite 
feelings are apt to betray men into the fame praftical 
error, that ot miffpending their time, and negleding 
their opportunities — the confidence of living long on 
the one hand — ^the near profpeft of death on the oth- 
er. What wc imagine it is in our power to do when 
we pleafe, we are in great danger of never doing at 
all ; and we feel the remorfe ofoccafion forever loft, 
ere we are well awake from the dream of a feafon 
continually at our difpofal ; and it is but too common, 
when thus overtaken, difconcerted and confufed, to 
give up our work in defpair. Having much to do, 
and the time being (hort, we fit down, and lament 
our folly, and do nothix^g. Prefumption betrays us 
to-day, diffidence and defpondency deftroy us to- 
morrow. 

But in the laft weeks of Mofes's life we difcover 
nothing of the indecent hurry of a man confcious of 
negleft, and eager to repair it. He neither runs nor 
loiters ; but walks with the fteadinefs and dignity of 
one whofe ftrength is as his day ; who has a labour 
prefcribed, and ability to perform it. In his youth 
we have a pattern of generofity, and public fpirit, and 
.courage, and greatnefs of mirid ; in his manhood, of 
wifdom, of dUigence, pf perfeverance, of fidelity ; 
and now in his old age, of calmnefs, of devotion, 
of fuperiority to the world, of heavenly mindednefs. 

Obfervc 



Jt Hi/ioty of MofeU LeCT. Vt* 

Obferve the excellency of his fpirit, at this period, 
a little more particjularly. He fet a proper value upon 
life. He defired its continuance, with the feelings 
natural to a man, he pris^ed it as the gift of God, as 
the precious feafon of ading for God, of obferving 
and improving the ways of his providence, of doing 
good to men, of preparation for eternity. He prayed 
for its prolongation, without fearing its end ; and he 
thereby reproves that ralhnefs which expofes life to 
unneceffary danger, that intemperance which waftes 
and fhortens, that indolence and liftlefsnefs whidi 
difTipate it ; and that vice and impiety which clothe 
death with terror. 

In Mofes we have a bright example of genuine 
patriotifm. That moft refpedtable quality appeared 
in him early, and (hone moft confpicuoufly at the laft- 
*' When he was come to years, he refufed to be call- 
ed the fon of Pharaoh's daughter : choofing rather 
to fuffer affliction with the people of God, than to en- 
joy the pleafures of fin for a feafon/' * For IfraePs 
fake he was willing to encounter a thoufand dan- 
gers, to endure a thoufand hardlhips. For them he 
braved the wrath of a kins;, facrificed his eafe, con- 
fcnted to be blotted out of God's book. For them 
he laboured, fafted, prayed ; in their fervice was his 
life fpent, and his dying breath was poured but in 
pronouncing bleflings upon them. If it went well 
with Ifrael, no matter what became of himfelf. Their 
unkindnefs and ingratitude excited no refentment in 
his breaft. When they rebelled he was grieved, when* 
they were threatened he trembled, when they fuffered 
he bled, when they were healed he rejoiced. O how 
his temper and conduft reprove that pride, which 
perpetually aims at aggrandizing itfelf, which muft 
have every thing bend and yield to it, which is ready 
to facrifice thoufands to its own humour or advantage ; 
that fclfifhnefs which grafps all, fets every thing to 
fale, and refufes to be afhamed. 

The 

* Hcb. xi. 24, 25. 
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The generofity and difintereftednefs of Mofcs emi- 
nently adorned the clofe of his life. He u^as a fa- 
ther, and had all the feelings of that tender relation. 
It was natural for him to wi(h and exped that his fons 
ftould be diflinguiihed after his death, fhould be the 
heirs of his honour, Ihould fucceed to his authority. 
An ordinary man would have been difpofed to em- 
ploy the power which he poffeffed to build up, to en- 
rich, to ennoble his own family : but the will of God 
was declared. Jofhua was the choice of Heaven j 
Joihua his fervant, one of another family, another 
tribe. In the appointment Mofes rejoices, he adopts 
Joihua as his fon^ as his aifociate ; fees him rife with 
complacency, puts his honour upon him : and there- 
by expofesto fliame that littlenefs of foul which envi- 
oufly reprefTes riling merit, that vice of age which can 
difcern nothing wife and good in the young ; that 
tenacioufnefs of power which would communicate no 

^jdvantage with another. 

*5rf What anxiety does the good man difcover that If- 
rael fhould ad wifely, and go on profperoufly af- 
ter his death ! There is no end to his admonitions and 
inftrudions. By word, by writing, by infinuation, by 
authority, in the fpirit of meeknefs, of love, of parent- 
al care, he cautions, he warns, he remonftrates. Men 
naturally love to be miffed, to be inquired after, to be 
longed for ; but it was the delight of Mofes in his de* 
parting mo/nents^ that his place was already fupplied, 
that the congregation would not mifs their leader, 
that Joihua ihould happily accompliih what he had 
happily begun. Selfiih men enjoy the profped of the 
diforder and mifchief which their departure may occa- 
fion. Mcifes forefaw the revolt of Ifrael after his de- 
ceafe, and it Was the grief and bitternefs of his heart. 
In Mofes we have an inftruftivc inilance of that 
continuance in well-doing, that perfevcrance unto the 
end, which iinds a duty for every day, for every hour j 
which accoi^nts nothing done fo long as any thing re- 
mains to be done, which cheerfully fpends and is 
Vol. V. F fpent 
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fpent for the fervicc bf Ood» and the good of Vika^ 
kiiEcL Age is ready to put in it» claim, wlieb boaotir 
is espeded, ^nd advantage to be reined } wd is at 
ready to plead it& essempticm ivhenfervide is required, 
danger is to be encountered, and faardOup undergone.. 
But while Mofes difcovers the ittmoft readinefs to (bare 
vrith another the eokOlumetit and the Te(pe£k of his 
office, the trouble and ^gue of it he. .isvith equal 
cbeeifulnefs undertakes and iv^portA to the rery laftr 

In the whole of his temper and eondu£t, we have 
an eniample which at once admoniihca, reproves and 
encourages us. May ^e not^ aflier confiderin^ the 
BoUe and excellent* fpiiit lie difcovered through tbi 
courfe and at the cbfe of life, contemplate the proba- 
ble ftate of his mind in reviewing the paft, and fmrev* 
ing the profped before him : both affording unfpettfL* 
able comfort, but neither wholly exempted from 
pain« 

Pleafant it muft have been to refie£h, i. On his mi* 
racnbus prefervation in infencj. ^* To vrisat dangers 
was I then expofed ? Doomed to perifti by the fword 
from my motber^s womb* Concealed by fond pa« 
rents for three months at the peril of their life, ad 
well as my own. Committed at length to the mdrci- 
lefs ftream, a prey to manifold death^^he roaring 
tide, hunger, the monfters of the river, contending 
which fhould deftray meJ But I was predous in the 
fieht of God. No plague came nigh me ; no evil be* 
fel me« The daughter of the tyrsnt faved me from 
the rage of the tyrant. The houfe of Pharaoh be« 
came my fanftuary. The munificence of a princefs 
recompenfed the oiEces of maternal tendemefs. I 
knew not then to whom I was indebted for proteftion, 
from what fource my comforts flowed : let age and 
confcioufoefs acknovirkdge with wonder and gratitude 
the bandits conferred on in&nt heiplefsnefs and infir* 
mity; let my dying breath utter ^ his pratfe, vrho 
preierved me from periflnng as foon as I began to 
breathe-'* 

S.May 
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it* May Vre bot fuppbfe the holy man of CrOi)} by 
nn eafy tranfition, psdfing on to meditate on deliTer^ 
ance from Hill greater danger^ danger that threatened 
his friaral Kfe-*--the fnares of a court ? "Flattered and 
careiTed a^ the /on of Pharaoh* s daughter ^ brought up in 
till the learning of the Egyptians ^ having ail the treafuru 
in Egypt at my command, at an age v^hen the pamons, 
nvhicb kvar agaii\/i thefotdy arc all afloat— what rifle 
did I run of forgetting myfdf, of forgetting my peo- 
ple, of forgetting my God ? But the grace of the 
Moft High prevented me. I endikred as feeing him who 
is invjfibk. I refufhi to be called the fon of Pharaoh* s 
daughter* I waa not afliamed to be known for a fon 
of IfraeL I went out to fee the burdens of my brethren^ 
I had compaflion on tnem^ and comforted them ; mt 
fearing the wrath of a king^ \fmote him that did the wrongs 
and Ikved the opprefled. I chofe rdtljet tofu^er affile^ 
Hon with the fettle ofGod^ than to enjoy the pleafures of 
Jin for ajeafon. I (ftee?ned the reproach of Cbriji greater 
Miches than the treafures in Egypt. To God I commit* 
ted myfelf } and my virtue, my religion, my honour^ 
my inward peace were prefctved/' 

5. What fatisfa£Uon muft it have yielded Mofes in 
Reviewing his life, to reflefk on his having been made 
the honoured inftrument, in the hand of Providence, 
for effeding the deliverance of an opprefled people ? 
'^ I found iirael labouring, groaning, expiring in the 
furnace. I beheld the tears of them that w^re opprejfed^ 
and they had no comforter ; and on thejide of their oppre/ 
firs there was power ^ but they had no comforter. Their 
cry reached heaven. He who made them had metrcy 
upon them. He was pleafed to choofe me out of all 
the myriads of Ifrael, to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt ^ out (fthe boufe rf bondage. He taught my ftam- 
mering tongue to (peak plainly. He faia to my fear^ 
fid hearty Be Jtrong. He armed me with his potent 
rod ; and fubjed:ed the powers of nature to my com** 
mand. The^ oppreflbr was cfuflied in his turn, and 
the opprefled went out frec» foil and triumphant^ 
F 1 And 
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And to me, even unto me, it was given to condufl: 
this great, difficult, dangerous, glorious enterprife ; 
and Heaven crowned it with fuccefs/*' 

4. How pleafing to refleft that the Spirit of God 
had employed him to communicate fo much valuable 
knowledge to mankind ! ** To me was this grace given,- 
to trace nature up to its fource ; to afcend from fon 
to father, up to the general parent^ of the human 
race j to refcue from oblivion the ages beyond the 
flood, and to refcue departed worth from the dark- 
nefs of the grave* By me thefe venerable men, though 
dead, fpeak and inuruQ: the world. By me the be- 
ing and perfeftions, the works and ways, the laws and 
defigns of the great Supreme ftand unfolded ; the 
plan and progrefs of his providence, the fyftem of na- 
ture, the difpenfation of grace. To my writings 
fhall ages and generations refort for the knowledge of 
events paft, and for the promifes and predidions of 
greater events yet to come. The Spirit of the Lord 

fpake by me, and his word was in my tongue, and the word 
of the Lord endureth forever.** 

5. What delight muft it have afforded, in review- 
ing the paft, to revive the memory of communion 
with God, of exalted intercourfe with the Father of 
fpirits ! " Bleffed retirement from thie noife of the 
world and the ftrife of tongues ; folitude infinitely 
more delicious than all focisty ! Wildernefs of Horeb, 
fchool of wifdom, fcene of calm and unmixed joy, in 
thee 1 learned to commune with my own heart, for- 
got the fenfual, unfatisfying delights of Egypt, obferv- 
ed the glories of nature, contemplated the wonders of 
providence, enjoyed the vifions of the Almighty! 
Happy days, when I tended the flocks of Jethro, obey- 
ed the^didates of infpiration, and converfed with my 
heavenly Father, as a man with his friend ! 1 faw him' 
in flaming yet unconfuming fire, I heard his voice 
from the midft of the burning bufh, my feet ftood up- 
on holy ground. And thou, facred fummit of Sinai, 
where the Moft High imparted to me the counfels of 

his 
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his will ; fupernaturally fuflained the feeble, mortal 
frame ; irradiated my foul with the communications 
of his love, and my countenance with beams of light ; 
haw can I forget thee, and the forty hallowed days 
paffed on thee, in converfe more fublime than ever 
before fell to the lot of humanity ! To thee, facred 
llrufture, reared according to the pattern (hewed me 
in the mount, to thee I look in rapturous recollec- 
tion ! Thou wert my refuge in the hour of danger. 
In thee the afliirances of divine favour and fupport, 
compenfated^ extinguifhed the unkindnefs of man. 
How often haft thou been to me a heaven upon earth !'* 
•p— 3ut a retrofpefUve view of life muft have pre- 
fented to Mofes many objefts painful and humiliating ; 
and bitter recoUedions muft have mingled themfelves 
with the fweet. The repeated defeftions of a ftifF- 
necked and gainfaying people, whom 90 kindnefs 
•could melt, no threateniag« deter, no promife animate, 
no calamity fubdue : a people who had requited the 
care of Heaven with reiterated, unprovoked rebellions; 
and his own labours of love, with hatred, infult and 
ingratitude. Painful it muft have been to think, 
that he had furvived a whole people, endeared to him 
by every ftrong, by every tender tie : that he had 
been gradually dying for forty years together, in a 
condemned, devoted race, which melted away before 
his eyes in the wilderneis : that with his own hand he 
had ftripped Aaron his brother of his pontifical gar- 
ments, and clofed his eves. Painful to reflect on his 
own errors and imperfedions — his criminal negled 
of God's covenant, which had nearly coft him his 
life : his finful delay and reludance to accept the di- 
vine commiffion appointing him the deliverer of Ifra- 
el ; the haftinefs of his fpirit in defacing the work of 
God, by daftiing the tables of the law to the ground, 
and breaking them in pieces ; the impatience of his 
temper, the unadvifednefs of his lips, {he unguarded^ 
nefs of his conduft, at the waters of ftrife, which 
drew down difpleafure on his head,* and irreverfib^y 

doomed 



doomed it to death. This uneafy retrofboQ woulA 
naturally lead to profpedis as unoafy and d(iftreffiiig-*« 
The time rf bis departure is at ban4 ; the body muft 
fp6edily be diflblved, and the dufi return t§ fhe,essrtk as 
it was. AgainO: hi$ admiflion Canaan is fenced at 
with a wall of fire, and a diftant glimpfe muft fupply 
the room of poifeflion, and another muft fiaiih hit 
work. Befides the natural horror of deaths there ^wat 
mingled in that bitter cup a particular fenfe of per£Emf< 
al offence and fatherly diipleafure as inSif^ing it. Ifra* 
el too, he forefaw, would after hi$ deceafe revolt mort 
and more, and call down the judgments of Heaven, 
and forfeit the promif<ed inheritance — and this was to 
him the bitternefs of deaths 

But by what brighter profpe^ls was this gloem re; 
lieved^ and the darknefs of the valley of the fliadow 
of death illuminated! He faw the promife oi God 
haftening to its accomplifhment. The ^* land flomng 
with milk and honey** wa5 fully in view. The timc> 
the fet time was now come ; and what powers of na- 
ture could prevent the purpofe of Heaven from taking 
effed ? ^^ O Lord, thou art faithful and true } Jh n&w 
Hi thtm baft faidJ* Lord^ now letteft thou thy fervant 
depart in peace ^ according to thy word ^ for mine eyes have 
feen thy falvation. I han}9 fought a good fights I have 
jimjbed my courfo^ 1 have kept the fisith. My mafter ia 
difmiffing me from painful fervice j I ihall reft from 
my labours ; I (hall receive the crown, I am paffing 
from the imperfed, interrupted communion of an 
earthly fanftuary, to the pure, exalted, uninterrupted, 
everlafting communications of the heavenly ftate. { 
ihall foe Cod as he is* I Jhall be changed into the fome 
image. I fhall be ever with the Lord. I ihall ihine in 
his likenefs. I ihall be added, united to the aiTembly 
of the faithful ; to the venerable men of whom I 
wrote, to Abel the firft martyr to the truth, to Enoch, 
who walked with God^ to Noah, the preacher tf rights 
eoufoieftj to Abraham, who believed^ zxidwas calkd the 
friend rfGod^ to Jofeph, whole bones are now at length 

ta 
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f 
to reft in the land of promife^ to Aaron^ my brother, 
by nature, by afie£lion, in offence, in hope. With 
the natural eye I behold the fertile plains of an earthly 
Canaan : but by th# eye of faith I defcry another country^ 
that is mi beavenfy / watered with the pure river of the 
water of life ^ where grow the treeis of life, whofe leaves 
are for the healing of the nations : where there is no more 
death. My brethren) Idie^ b)jit God willjurely vifit you. 
There ftml come a Star out of Jaa^^ ana a Sceptre jhall 
rife out of Ifrael^ and unto him Jhall the gathering of the 
people be. Tife LordM^ Gpd will raife up unto thee a 
Frophetjfrom tbe.midjl of thecj of thy brethren^ like unto 
me ; unto him Jhall ye hearken^ In the Lord Jhall all 
the feed of Ifrael be jufiifiedyand Jhall glory. In Abra- 
ham's {f^A Jhall all the nations of the earth be blejfed. 
Mortality is Iwallowed up of life ; O death, where is 
thy fting ? O grave, where is thy vidory ? Thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the vidory/' 

*— ^^ Let me. die the death of the righteous, and let 
my hft end be like his/' Mark the perfed man, and 
behold the ujM^ight ; for the end of that ma^ i^ 
peai:e.'' 
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4nd Mofes went and /pake thcfs words unio all Ifrael^ 
And he faid unto thetjiy I am an hundred and twenty 
years old this day : I c^nm more^ gut and come in ': 
alfa the Lord hath /aid mtg me^ i%qujhalt not go ever 
this Jordan. The Lord thy Qodj he will go over be- 
fore thee^ and Ije wHl dejiroy ihefe nations from bjsfore 
thee^ and thou Jhalt pcjfc/s them : and Jofhua^ befhall 
go over before theCj af the Lord hath faid* 

1 HE laft words and the laft aftions of eminent men 
are remembered, repeated, recorded with a mournful 
pleafure. ^e liften with peculiar attention to thofe 
lips, which are to fpeak to us no more : and the man, 
and the words, which we neglefted, while there was a 
profped: of their continuing longer with us, we prize, 
we cleave to, and wilh to retain, when they are about 
to be taken away from us. Indeed we difcover the 
value of nothing, till we are threatened with, or feel 
the want of it ; and we awake to a fenfe of the hapr 
pinefs which we have poflefled, by the bitter refledUon 
that it is gone from us forever. 

Farewel addreffes ferve to roufe both the fpeaker 
and the hearers. He is led to weigh well thofe word^ 
which he is to have no future opportunity of altering 

or 
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or amending. His eyes, his voice, his turn of thought, 
his expreiBon, all will be influenced by the folemnity 
of his iituation ; and what he feels, be will certainly 
.communicate to others. Wherefore is not every ad- 
drefs confidered in this light ; as a lad, farewel, dy« 
ing fpeech ? It may be fo in truth ; and if it were 
Hnown to be fo, would our attention be fo diftrafted, 
our fpirit fo carelefs ; would our language be thus 
cold, our zeal thus languid ? Attend, niy dear friends, 
and fellow mortals. This is, beyond all controverfy, 
to fome of us the laf): opportunity of the kind. The 
found of this voice fhall never again meet all thofe 
ears in obe place. // may be forever filenced y each 
of them may be forever clofed; and the ordinary tide 
of human affairs mud certainly fcatter, this night, per* 
fons who are never more to re-affemble, till that day 
when the whole human race fhall be gathered together 
in one great multitude. 

We are come hither to ponder thy dying words, Q 
Mofes, and'to gird up our loins, and follow thee. 

This whole book may be confidered as a feries of 
powerful, pathetic and tender addreffes, delivered at 
different ^imes, within the compafs of the lad month 
of his life, by Mofes to Ifr^el, in the near and certain 
profiled of diffolution. Art ha$ attempted to divide 
it into fo iQany feveral didini^ heads, or branches, 
forming together a complete body of indruftion, 
wonderfully adapted to the occafion, and powerfully 
enforced upon the minds of the hearers by the death 
pf their teacher, which ioimediately followed. 

The fird great branch, is a fuccmd and animated, 
hidorical detail of the conduft of the Divine Provi- 
dence towards, them apd their fathers, during the lad 
forty years, commencing with their departure out of 
Horeb, and containing an account of their fucceffive 
movements and encampings. A recapitulation of the 
recent events of their own lives, and of what had be- 
fallen their immediate predeceffors, was obvioufly cal- 
culated to excite emotions fuitable to their prefent 

condition. 
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condition. A complete l^eneration of men hid mdt- 
cd away before their eyes under the divine difpkafure ! 
Every removal, every encampment was marked by 
the death of muhitudes, who had fallen not by the 
fword of the enemy, but were cut off by the flatning 
fword of divine juftice, and were not fuffered to tnx^t 
into the land promifed to their fathers, ^ becaufe of 
unbelief." 

They faw in this at once the mercy and faithfulnefs, 
cbe juftice and feverity of God. Ifrael was ftill pre-' 
ferved, but every fingle offender had died the death* 
The covenant made with Abraham and his feed flood 
firm, though they were threatened with utter exter- 
mination in Egypt, and were actually exterminated ia 
the wildernefs. The poffeffion of €anaan was made 
fure to that ehofen race^ but not one of the murmur- 
erft at Kadefhbarnea was permitted to furvive the 
threatened deflru61:ion. By an example that came fo 
elofely home to the breaft and bofom of every man, 
all were admoniihed of the abfolute fecunty, and in- 
fiLlliblc fuccefs of truftmg in God, and of following the 
leadings of his providence ; all were warned of thi 
guilt and danger of difobedience and diftrufl. 

We fee in this the reafon why fo great a proportion 
of the faered oracles are delivered in the form of hi& 
tory. A fad makes its way direfitiy to the heart, is 
eafily remembered, and readily applied. It requires 
depth of underftandlng and clofenefs of Attention to 
eomprehend a dodrine, and to draw the proper infers 
ences from it \ b|it ^< the wayfaring man, though a 
fool,** can difcern tlie mie^ning, and feels the force of 
a plain tale of truth, and the recolle£Uon of yefterdaj 
becomes a leffon of condudl for to day. 

adly. This valediftory addrefs of Mofes confifts of 
a recapitulation of the laws moral, ceremonial, politi- 
cal and military, which he had already delivered to 
them in the name of God. On this account, the di- 
vifion of the Pentateuch under confideration, has ob- 
tained the name of Mi/chna Thora^ tranihted by the 

Seventy ; 
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Seventy } Deuteronomy^ that 18^ the futmd law^ or % 
repetition of the law. The men were dead who heard 
the voice of God fpeaking tbcfe tremendous wordt 
from Sinai. The men of the prefent generation were 
unborn, or but emerging from childhood, when that 
^ery difpenfation was given : but its obligation wa^ 
eternal and unchangeable, Providenoe therefore di** 
reded it to be rehearfed aloud in the ears of the gen* 
cration following, by the voice of a dying man, and td 
"be by him left recorded in lafting charzifters, for the 
indruAion of every future age. What was local and 
temporary of this difpenfation has pafled away : what 
was immutable and univerfal, remains in all its fore? 
and importance ; and fhall continue, though heaven 
{md earth were diflblved. 

There is one law which Mofes, In the profpeft of 
death, prefTes with peculiar earnefthefs, as he knew it 
to be of fpecial importance, and was but too well ac« 
quainted with the violent, the almoft irrefi(lib}e pro* 
penfity of his auditory to infringe it-^the law which 
prohibited and proftribed idolatry, that crime of com* 
plex enormity, againft which the voice of the Eternal 
had uttered lo many thunders, and which had brought 
on Ifrael fo many grievous plagues. Nothing can be 
inore energetical than the expreilions he employs to 
expofe the guilt and danger of this offence againd God} 
nothing more dreadful than the judgments which he 
denounces againft thofe who ihould contra£k it them« 
felves, or prdume to decoy others into that odious 
pra^ice* He leaves them deftitute of every thing like 
;i pretext for following the nations in this impiety and 
abfurdity, by calling to the rccoUeaion of thofe who 
were witnefles of the awful fcene, and urging upon the 
confciences of thofe who were fince born, *^ that there 
was no manner of fimilitude on the day that the Lord 
fpake unto you in Horeb, out of the midft of the 
fire }**^ that therefore to pretend to imitate what nev* 
f r WM ie^^9 ^bat cannot be feen, was at once ridicu. 

lous' 
• Dwt. xit. 15, 
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|ous folly, and daring, impious prefumption. He foI«- 
emnly enjoins, that the tendereil and mod refpe£table 
ties of nature be difregarded in the cafe of thofe who 
ihould dare to fet the example of violating the divine 
will in this refpeQ ; that the mod intjimate friends and 
neareft relations fhould become ftrange and hateful, 
if they prefumed, by precept or by pradice, to coun- 
tenance this tranfgreflion. His own emphatic lan- 
guage will beft exprefs his meanings and fhew with 
what oppreffive weight the fubjed lay upon his heart. 
*' If thy J>rother, the fon of thy mother, or thy fon, or 
thy daughter, or the wife of thy bofom, or thy friend, 
which is as thine own foul, entice thee fecretly, fay- 
ing. Let us go and ferye other gods, (which thou haft 
not known, thou nor thy fathers ; namely, of the god^ 
of the people which are round about you, nigh un- 
%o thee, or- far off from thee, from the one end of the 
earth even unto the other end of the e^rth) thou (halt 
|iot confent unto him, nor hearken unto him ; neither 
fliall thine eye pity him, neither fhalt thoy fpare, nei- 
ther {halt thou conceal him. But thou fhalt furely 
kill him ; thine hand fhall be firft upon him to put 
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the peo- 
ple. And thou (halt (tone him with ftones, that he 
die ; becaufe he hath fought to thruft thee away from 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, from the houfe of bondage. And all Ifrael 
^hall hear, and fear, and ihall do no more any fuch 
wickednefs as this is, among you." * And again, 
*' If there be found among you within any of thy gates 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman 
that hath wrought wickednefs in the fight of the Lord 
thy God, in tranfgreiling his covenant, and hath gone 
;;nd fcrved other gods, and worfhipped them, either 
the fun, or moon, or any of the hoftof heaven, which 
I have not commanded ; and it be told thee, and thou 
}iall heard of it, and inquired diligently, and behold, 
li be true, and the thing certain, that fuch abomina- 
tion 

* Dcut. xiiL 6—11. 
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tion is x^tought in Ifrael : then fhalt thou bring forth 
that man, or that woman (which have committed that 
wicked thing) unto thy gates, even that man, or that 
woman, and flialt ftone them with flones, till they die* 
j^t the mouth of two witneffes, or three witnefles, 
ihall he that is worthy of death, be put to death j but 
at the mouth of one witnefs he (hall not be put to 
death* The hands of the witnefles fhall be firft upon 
him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of 
all the people : fo thou (halt put the evil away from 
among you."* " ^' 

Did we not know, that *^ the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and defpcrately wicked :" did we not know, 
by fatal experience, that there is no abfurdity too 
grofs for men to adopt, no impiety too daring for 
them to. commit, we ihouM be aftonifhed to think 
that the enadment of fuch laws fhould ever have 
been neceflary ; that havipg been enaded, there 
ihould be occafion to explain and enforce them by fo 
many awful fandions, and that notwithftanding, in 
defiance of fan&ions fo formidable, aily ihould have 
been found bold enough to tranfgrefs. 

3dly. Mofes labours in this, his laft difcourfe, to 
eftablifh the iniportance and neceflity of knowing the 
divine law, and, for that end, of making it the fubjed: 
« of continual ftudy and meditation. Every fon of If- 
rael mufl daily employ himfelf in the reading of it. 
The young mufl: not plead exemption on account of 
his youth, nor the old plead the privilege of age. 
No clofenefs of application to fecular bufinefs, no ea- 
gernefs to profecute a journey, no eminence of rank 
and fl:ation, no, not the fl:ate and neceflary duties of 
royalty itfelf, mufl: pretend to claim a difpenfation 
from the fuperior obligations of the law of the Mofl: 
High. " Thefe w>rds,*f fays he, " which I command 
thee this day, fliall be in thine heart. And thou flialt 
teiach them diligently unto thy childj^n, and flialt 
talk of them when thou fitted in tbfce houfe, and 

/ . when 
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when tfadtt walked by the way» and when thou Ueft 
down, and when thdu rifeft itp^ Atid thou ihalt 
bind them for a fign upon thine hand^ and they ihall 
be as froiitleti between thine eyes. And thou fliak 
^rite them upon the pofta df thy houfe, gnd on thy 
gatesi"* "And it Ihall bo,*' fpeaking of the duty 
and office of the king who might hereafter be chofen 
to reign ovet God's people of Ifrael^ " When he fitteth 
Upon the throne of his kingdoni^ that \\t (hall writd 
bim a copy of this law in a book, out of that which ii 
before the priefts the Levites. And it (hall be with 
him, aftd he fhall read therein all the days of hii life ) 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep 
all the words of this law, and thefe ftatutes, to do 
them : that his heart be not lifted up above his breth- 
ren, and that he turn ii6t afide from the command^ 
ment, to the tight hand oi^ to the left : to the end that 
Ke may ptolong bis days in his kingdom \ he, and hit 
children id the midft of Ifrael/'t 

Some of the Rabbins accordingly pretend, that 
Mofes, with his own hadd, tranfcribed thirteen copiea 
of the Deuteronomy, one lor each pf the twelrd 
tribes, and one to be laid up till the time of ele^ling 
a king fliould arrive, to be given him to tranfcrib^ 
for his private and particular ufe. 

4thly. Mofes difplays, with iingular (kill and ad** 
drefs, the motives ftiggefted from their peculiar cir^* 
eumftances, to make the law of God the obje£k of 
their veneration, and the rule of their condu^l ; fuch 
as, Jirji — Thefe laws all iflue from the love of God aU 
their fource, and converge towards it as their centre* 
Their great aim and end. is to engage us to love, with 
fupreme affedion, a God who is fupremely amiablo 
and excellent* '^ And npw, Ifrael, what doth tha 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord 
thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 
and to ferve thft Lord thy God with all thy heart, an4 
with all thy foul, to keep the conunandments of tbo 

Lord» 
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l^rd, and hi$ ftatutcft which I commaad thee this day 
i(X thy good ? Behold, the heayen, and the heaven o£ 
heavens, is thfi Lord's thy God, the earth alfo, with 
all that therein h* Only the I^ord had a delight in 
thy fathers to love them, and he i;hofe their feed after 
them, even you above all people, as it is this day/'** 

A fe€md motive to obedience is, that the oblerv^ 
ance of the laWs has a native tendency to procure and 
fo pr^erve both public and private felicity ; to n»ke 
them refpedable in the eyes of the nations, and there- 
by to enfure their tranquillity. ^' Behold I have taught 
you/^ fays he, ^^.ilatutes ^mI judgments, even as tb« 
Lord my God commanded me, that ye &ould do fo, 
in the land whither ye go to pofTefs it. • Keep there* 
fore, and do them, for this is your wifdom and your 
underftanding in the fighc of the nations, which (hall 
hear all thefe ftatutes, and fay. Surely this great na- 
tion is a wife and underftanding people. For wliat 
Mtion is there fo great, who hath God fo nigh unto 
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we 
call upon fafim for ? And what nation is there fo great, 
that hath ftatutes and Judgments io righteous, as all 
this law which I fet betore you this day ?^'t . 

Thirdly — ^The laws prejcribed were impofed on them 
l^y ^ being who had laviihed miracles of mercy and 
goodnefs upon them and their fathers, and ftood en- 
gaged to be a covenant God.t(9 their pofterity, to the 
lateft generations. ^^For alk now o^ the days that 
are paft, wluch were before thee, fince the day that 
God created man upon the earth, and aik from the 
one fide of heaven unto the other, whether there hath 
been any fuch thing as this great thing is, or hath 
been heard like it ? Did ever people hear the voice of 
God fpeaking out of th^midft of the iire, as thou haft 
heard, and live ? Or hath God aflayed to go and take 
him a nation from the midft of another nation, by 
tempta^ons, by fiffns, and by wonders, and by war, 
and by a mighty hand, and by a ftretched-out arm^ 

and 
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and by great terrors, according to all that the Lord 
your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes ? 
Unto thee it was mewed, that thou mighteft know 
that the Lord he is God ; there is none elfe betides 
him. Out of heaven he made thee to. hear his voice, 
that he might inftruft thee : and upon earth he (hew- 
ed thee his great fire^ and thou heardeft his words out 
ofthemidftofthefire."* 

In a word, the laws of God are in themfelves juft 
and reafonable, plain and intelligible ; accommodate^ 
to the nature and facukies of man, and carry their 
own wifdom and utility engraven on their forehead. 
^ For this commandment which I command thee this 
day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it fer off* - 
It is not in heaven, that thou fhouldeft fay, Who fhall 
go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it ? Neither is it beyond the fea, 
that thou fhouldeft fay. Who fhall go over the fea for 
us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it and do 
it ? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, that thou mayeft do it/'t 

Mofes, while he thus forcibly inculcates the mo- 
tives of obedience, motives infpired and preflTed by ev- 
ery tender, by every awfnrconfideration, finds himfelf 
under the unpleafant neceffity of venting his heart in 
the keeneft reproaches of that highly-favoured but re- 
bellious nation, for their perverfenefs and ingratitude ; 
he deplores in the bittemefs of his foul, the inftabiKty 
and tranfitorinefs of their good motions and purpofes, 
their fatal pronenefsto revolt, the inconceivable rapid- 
ity of their vibrations from virtue to vice. That ex- 
quifitely beautiful and pathetic fong with which he 
clofes his tender expoftulation, and which contains a 
flriking abridgment of this whole addrefs, confifts in a 
great meafure of juft and fevere, yet affeftionate up- 
braidings and remoiiftrances upon their paft conduft. 
*^ They have corrupted themfelves, their fpot is not 
the fpot .of his .children ; they are a perverfe and 

crooked 
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crooked generation* Do ye thus requite the Lord, 
O foolifh people and unwife ? is not he thy Father 
that hath bought thee ? hath he not made thee, and 
eftabUflied thee?"* 

Finally, this long, this inftrudive, this powerful 
&rewel fermon of the man of God, contains pre<* 
didipns clear, pointed and ftrong, of the fearful judg- 
ments which fhould overtake that linfiil people, and 
involve them and their pofterity in utter deftrudion. 
Many learned men, and not without the greateft ap* 
pearance of reafon, have fuppofed that the fpirit of 
prophecy by the mouth of Mofes has foretold the fi- 
nal diiTolution of the Jewifh government, and tKeir 
difperfed, reproachful, defpifed ftate to this day, until 
the time of their reftoration to the divine favour, and 
their re*efl:ablifhment under the bond of the hew and 
everlafting covenant, ^' a covenant eftabliOied on bet- 
ter promifes, ordered in all things and fure," Tliis 
idea feems juftified by the following and iimilar pro- 
phetic denunciations. *• Of the rock that begat thee 
thou art unmindful, and baft forgotten God that 
formed thee. And when the Lord Taw it, he abhor- 
red them, becaufe of the provoking of his fons, and 
of his daughters. And he faid, I will hide my face 
from them, I will fee what their end fhall be : for 
they are a very froward generation, children in whom 
is no faith. They have moved me to jealoufy with 
that which is not God ; they have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities : and I will move them to 
jealoufy with thofe which are not a people, I will 
provoke them to anger with a foolifh nation. For a 
fire is kindled in my anger, and (hall burn unto the 
loweft'hell, and fhall confume the earth with her in* 
creafe, and fet on fire the foundations of the moun- 
tains. I will heap mifchiefs upon them, I will fpend 
mine arrows upon them. They fhall be burned with 
hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with 
bitter deftrudion : I will alfo fend the teeth of beafl^ 
Vol. V. G Upon 

* Deut. xxxii. 5, 6. 
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upon them, mth the poifoa of ferp^its of die AxsSt^ 
The fword wit2botit, and terror within fttall deftrof 
both the young man and the virgsn, the fndkiiiig al^ 
fo, with the man of grey hairs, I laid i would feat- 
ter them into corners, I would make the rcmemi)Fafice 
<^ them to ceafe from among, men."* knot thi$ 
iaid up in Aore with me, and feaied up among my^ 
treafures ? To mc belongcth vengeaax:e, and rec- 
ompenfe ; their foot ifaall flidje in due tioie : for the 
day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that ftall 
come upon, them make haAe. For the Lord ihall 
judge his people, and repent himfelf for hisfervants; 
when he feethr that their power is gone, and daere is 
none ihut up, or left. And he &aU fity, Wi^re 
are their gods, their rock in whom they trmibed, 
which did eat the fat of their iacrxfices, and drank 
the wine of their drink-'ofieidngs ? Let .them rife up^ 
and help you, and be your proteflion. See now that 
I, even I am !be, and there is no God with me : I kill, 
and 1 make alive ; I wound, and I heal : neither is 
there any that can deliver out of my hand. For I 
lift up my hand to heaven, and Hay, I live forever. 
If I whet my glittering fword, and mine hand takq 
hold <m judgracftt ;: I will reader vengeance to mine 
enemies, and will reward them that hate me. . I will 
jnake mine arrows drimk with blood, and my fword 
fhall devour flefli ; and tliat with the blood of the 
flain, and of the -captives from the beginning of re- 
venges upon the enemy/* t Bui: the time to favour 
revolted, returning Ifrael, fhall come at Imgth ; and 
together with them the time to irradiate and dieliver 
" the nations^ which were fitting in darknefs, and in 
the region and fcadow of death ;" and the prophetic 
foul of Mofes haftens .forward to conclude the facred 
fang, with a grand chorus of hariBonious voices, the 
voices of the ranfomed of the Lord from every aiatian^ 
ever)' kindred and tribe, rejoicing together in one com«^ 
iiion falvadon : " Rejoice, O ye nations^ with his peo- 
ple r, 

* Dciut. xxxil. 1 8 — 26. f Deut. xxxii. S4 — ^4^* 
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pie : for he will avenge the blood of his fervants, and 
will render vengeance to his adverfaries, and will be 
merciful unto his land, and to his people/'"^ 

How powerfully muft all this have been impreffed 
on the hearts of his audience by fhe fight of their ven- 
erable inftruftor, bending under the weight of " an 
hundred and twenty years :'* exhaufted by labours 
performed in the public fervice, no longer capable of 
*' going out and coming in j" excluded by the inflex- 
ible decree of Heaven from any part or lot in the 
land of promife; lying under the bitter fentence of 
impending death ; ids power and %\ory departing, and 
paffing before his eyes to the hand of another ! Why 
are not impreffions of this fort more lafting, and more 
efficient ? Shall " the righteous pcrifh, and no man lay 
it to heart f *' Is ^' the meroiful man taken away, 'and 
will Jione confider ?'' ^^ The righteous is taken away 
from the evil to come/* By his departure the earth 
is iro^overiihed, but heaven is enriched. Remove the 
veil, and behold him ^* entering isto peaces'* ^ they 
ihall reft in their beds, each i)ne walking in his jup- 
riglitnefs/' I iiear a voice from hea^^n, faying, 
" Write, Bleffed are the dead which die in the JLtM^d, 
from henceforth : yea, faith the Spirit, that they may 
reft from their labours ^ and their weiiks do follow 
them/^t 

* Deut. xxxiu 43. t "RpV' «ir. 13. 
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LECTURE viir. 

s 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 7, 8. 

And Mofei i^kd unto Jjojhua^ and find unto him in the 

fight of all Ifraely Be Jirong^ and of a good courage r 

for thou mt^ ga with this^ people unto the land which 

the Lord hath fuxom^ unto their fathers to give them ; 

and thou Jbalt caufe them-to inherit it. And the Lordy 

be it is that doth go before thee^ he will be with thee^ 

. be will not fail thee^ neither forfake thee ; fear liotj. 

neither be difmayed^ 

is it not a prefamptloa and a prefentiment of im- 
mortality, that men naturally feel, defign and ad as 
if they were immortal ? In life we are in the midft of 
death ; but it ifr equally true,^ that in the very jaws of 
death, we live ; and fondly dream of living longer* 
Let the fatal moment come when it will, it comes ta 
break into fome fcheme we hoped to execute, to in- 
terrupt fome work we had begun, to difappoint fome 
puipofe we had adopted. The warnings of diifolu- 
tion which are fent to others, we feem to underftand 
and feel better than thofe which are addreflfed to our- 
felves. One man is under fentence of condemnation, 
another labours under an incurable difeafe ; one is 
daily expofing his life to jeopardy in the high places 
of the field, another putting the knife of intemperance 

to 
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to hi& throat every hour : this man has trompIete4 
his feventieth year^ .and his neigl^bour hais lived to 
ieCihis children's children of -the third and fourth gen- 
eration. 

Thefe are all iymptoms equally mortal, but none 
takes the alarm to himfelf : every one is concerned 
for his neighbour's (cafe, ,and flatters himfelf his own 
is .not ^uite fo defperate. The wretch condemned to 
death, foothes his foul to reft with the hope of a par- 
don, and laments the xrectain doom of his confumptive 
acquaintance ; the declining man, with his foot in the 
grave, pities and prays for the unhappy creature who 
«iuft fuffer on Wednefday fe*«night. The foldier 
braves the dea^h that is before his eyes in a thoufand 
dreadful forms, iu rthe prefumption of vi£lory ; and 
Jthe vojuptuary thanks his kinder ftars that he is like- 
ly to fleep in a found Ikin. The man of feventy reck- 
ons upon fourfcore i and -ten years in profped are a 
^nd of eternity ; and the grandfire amufes himfelf 
with the hope of feeing his grandchildren fettled in 
the world. Thus the pleafing illulion goes on : and 
jcnen are dead, indeed^ before they had any apprehen^ 
fion of dyiBg^ 

The thoughtlefs and impious infenfibility with 
which many advance to their latter end, is not more 
mourniul and diftrefling, than the fteadinefs and conii* 
pofure of piety and habitual preparation are pleafing 
and inflru^tive. Blefled is the ftate of that man to 
whom life is not a burden, nor death a terror, who 
has " a defire to depart and to be with Chrift," but is 
willing " to continue in the flefli,** for the glory of 
God, and the good of men ; who neither quits his 
ftation and duty in Kfe in fullen difcontent, nor cleaves 
to the enjoyments of this world, as one who has no 
hope beyond the grave. 

But th^ cup of death, to the bed of men, contains 
many bitter ingredients. Even to Mofes it was far 
from being unmixed. To the natural horror of dy- 
ing was fuperadded, the fenfe of divine difpleafure ; a 

fcnfe 
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fertfe of (teath as a particular punifhttveWt. It difa^ t 

pointed a hope long and fiimdfly induced inf, the hope 
of beiffg' himfelf, and of feemg Ifrael in poflfeffion of 
j ^ the promifed and expefted inheritance. And, what 

j was the* bitternefs of death: to fuch a fpirit as= his ? 

i Mofes died in the perfuafioft, and a mefencholy one \t 

was, that the people on whom he had beftowed fo 
liiiich labour, whotn he had cherMied v9\Ctt fiich ten- 
der affe£iioi!ir, whom he was fo unremittfiftgly anxion^ 
to condu£k to wJfdony, to virtue an^ to happincfe, 
would, after his death, fwcrve fi^ont the right path*, 
provoke God to become th^ir en^nr^, and thereby 
bring down certain deftruftion upon their own heads, 
**I know thy rebelMon, and thy ftiff necfe : beheld, while 
I am yet aJivc with yon this day, ye h«ve been rebel- 
lious againft the Lord ; an<l how much more after my 
death ? Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, 
and your officers^, that I may fpeak thefe words in theii* 
cars, and eaJl heaven and earth to record againft (hem. 
For \ know that after my death ye wiH utterly cor- 
rupt yourfefves, atnd turn afide from the way which 
1 have eomn^anded you : and evil will bcfal you in the 
latter days ; becaufe ye will do evil in the fight of the 
Lord, to provoke him to anger through \h^ work of 
your hands/'* 

It is pleafant to a dying father to entertain the fweet 
hope that the children of his care, of his love, will re- 
member the leflEbns which he taught them, will follow 
out his views, will fupport the credit of his name, witt 
J inflirnct and blcfs the world by the example of their • 
v/ifdom, their piety, their virtues, though tie is not to 
be the happy fi)efl:ator of it : but ah ! more cruel than 
the pangs of drfl'olving narme, the dreadful convie* 
tion of approaching folly and diforder : the fad prof- 
peft of diicqrd among brethren ; of profligacy and 
Ikenrioufnefs, no longer reftrained by parental gravity 
and authority : a fair inheritance, and an honourable • 
name reaJy to be diffiiyatcd by profufiop^ to be cov- 
_ ered 

♦ D:ut. xxk'i. 27 — 2), 
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ered with Aarae, to be disfigured by vice, to l>c for- 
feited by treafoo* it is fweet to a dying paftor to con*, 
template the fucceis of his miniftry, the extent of his 
u&fclnefsf to cheer hi$faintmg heart with the thought 
of having been made the humble inftrument of bring- 
kig many fouls unto God, many fons unto glory : and 
mkh the well-grounded belief that his do6^rine fllall 
furvive ham : that though dead he fhall continue to 
fpeak and to inftrud. Sweet the profped of that day,. 
when he fhall prcfent himfelf, and the joyful fruit of 
all his labours, to his Father and God, £aying, ^' Be^ 
liold, 1 and the children whom the Lord harh given 
me, are for figns, and for wonders in Ifrael ; from tho 
Lord of hofts, which dwellcth in Mount Zion.*** It 
was thi& which caufed the great " Author and Finifher 
of our faith" himfelf to rejoice in fpirit, on the very 
eve of his departure out of the world- " Thofe that 
thou gaveft me I have kept, and none of them is foft 
but the foo of perdition ; that the fcripture might be 
fulfilled.'*! But O how-depreffing to refleft, « 1 have 
laboured in vain ; I have fpent my ftrength for nought 
and in vain ^** t to look back upon a miniftry, not the 
*' favour of lite unto life, but of death unto death," 
and to look forward to the dreadful progrefs of de- 
generacy and corruption, from evil to worfe, tiir**^fir, 
being finished, bringeth forth death ;** to look forward 
to the ftill more dreadful day of doom, and to the 
profpeft of appearing as an accufer and a witnefs 
againft the defpifers of that gofpel, which would have 
faved their fouls from death. 

The faithful fervants of God are not all equally 
fuccefsful, and even a Mofes has the mortification of 
knowing affuredly that all his pains and anxieties 
ibould prove ineffedual. The tide of corruption 
fometimes ruihes down fo impetuoufly, that no force 
can ftem it ; and Providence is often pleafed to. put 
honour upon the meaner and feebler infl:rument,*that 
the glory may redound, not " to him that willeth, 

nor 

• Ifai. viii. ;8. f John xvii. 12. J Ifai. xlix. 4. 
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nor to him that runneth, but to God, who (hewetb 
mercy." But every faithful minifter, like Mofes, 
has at lead this confolation ; '^ havii^g kept nothing 
back, but declared the whole coiinfel of God, they 
have delivered their own fouls ;** they pubUihed thi 
truth of God, *^ whether men would hear or wheth- 
er they would forbear ;'* and if they have not been 
fo happy as to perfuade, they have at leaft pat to fi- 
lence wicked and unreafonable nien ; if they have 
not prevailed to render them holy, they have at leaft 
rendered them inexcufeable \ if they have been unable 
tofubduethe pride of the creature, they hayedifplay- 
ed the holinefs and juflice of the Creator. 

We find Mofes taking refuge in this, when the 
dearer, fweeter hope was at an end-r-the hope of be- 
ing the favoured, honoured minifter of life and falva^ 
tion. '^ I am faft approaching to the end of my career ; 
I have already paiT^^d the limits which God has pre-r 
fcribed to the life of man. Six fcore pf years are fled 
away and gone, and thefe hairs, whitened by time, l%r 
hour and aflSidion, feelingly inform me that my laft 
moment is at hand, that no more time remains but 
what is barely iUfficient to give you a few parting ad- 
monitions, to breathe over you the blefling of s^ dy- 
ing friend, and to bid you a long farewel. After a la- 
borious, anxious apd painful miniftry of more than forr 
ty years ; after being honoured of God to perform be- 
fore your eyes, and thofe of yoiir fathers, a feries of 
miracles, which (hall be the aftonifhment and inftruc- 
jtion of the whole worjd till time expire, I was look- 
ing for the compenfation of all my troubles, the re- 
ward of all my labours, the accompliihment of all my 
wifties, in your fincere return to God, ip your grati*- 
tude to your friend and deliverer, in your fidelity and 
obedience to Gqd, and in the profpprity and happinefs 
which muft infallibly have flowed from them. The 
paternal folicitude I have felt, that ardent love which 
emboldened me, at the hazard of my own life, " to 
ftaqd in the breach" ** between you and a holy and 
\ jealous 
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Jealous God, to turn away his wrath, left he ihould 
deftroy you ;" that fervour of zeal which hurried 
me on to wifli myfelf blotted out of God's book, if 
the dearer name of Ifrael might be permitted to con* 
tinue written in it ; all my difcourfes, all my emo^ 
tions, all my efforts ; my a£liye days, my fleeplefs 
nights ; thefe unceaiing lighs which I ftill breathe to 
Heaven in your behalf, thefe laft tears which a dying 
old man iheds over a people ftill and ever dear to 
him, and from whom to be torn afunder is the death 
of deaths ; thefe are the faithfiil and undoubted proofs 
of my affedion for you, of my unabated, inextiib* 
guifliable zeal for your falvation. But, alas, howev- 
er earneftly I may defire it, I dare not, cannot hope ! 
I forefee your perfidioufnefs and rebellion ; I know 
your perverfenefs and ingratitude. " While 1 am 
yet alive with you tbitf day, yiB have been rebellious 
againft the Lord; and how much more after my 
death ?" • What then iis left me, but the mingled and 
firongly allayed fatisfadion of refiedling that I am in- 
nocent of your blood, that your falvation is in your 
own hands, that if you periih, your blood muft be up<p 
<on your own heads." ^^ Gather unto me all the el- 
ders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may 
fpeak thefe words in their ears, and call heaveii and 
earth to record againft them.- *t *' I call heaven and 
earth to record this day againft you, that I have fet 
before you life and death, blefliug and curfing: 
therefore choofe life, that both thou and thy feed may 
ave."| 

Having in terms fuch as thefe poured out the an- 
guifh of an overflowing heart. Moles addrelfes himfelf 
to his laft earthly employment, The laft exercife of 
his authority is to lay down all authority. The pon- 
eluding ad of his adminiftration, is to transfer the 
right of adminiftration to another ; and the legiflator, 
leader and commander expires, while the man yet 

lives. 
• I)eut.flicxxi. 27. t Dcut. xxxL aS, 

\ Chap. xx3^. 19. 
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fives. Imagmadon can hardly pamt a moo-e afffefbing' 

' icefi6« Bear the trumpet foundiilg the prochmatloa 

<if a iblemA aflfembly, an holy convocation. BehoU 

the thoujbnds of Ifrael flocking together to the door 

• of the tabernacle of the congregation \ erery eye 
ftnoiURg to catch a departing glance of him v^bom 

^ they were to behold no more ; every ear eagerly at- 
) tentive to drink in the laft accents of that voice which 

* the hand of death was about to filence forever^ Be* 
^ hok) the veBcrable fage, in all the compofure of unaf- 
' le£ted piety, in all the dignity of wifdom, in ail the 

refpeflfabllrty of age, in aU the fimplicity of a child, 
in all the ferenity of a celeftial fpirit, in all the fblem- 
nity of death, advancing to his well-known ftation, 
prefenting to the people him whom they were hence- 
forward to acknowkdge and obey as the ruler appoint* 
ed over them by Heaven. His eyes beam complacen- 
cy, his toturue drop« manna, as he conveys to hifr no- 
ble fucceflor the plenitude of his power, the refi* 
due of his honour, a double portion of his fpirit. Bc-» 
hold, be lifts np his hands and lays them upon the 
head of Jo(hua, with a thoufand tender wifhes that his. 
burden might fit light upon him, that he might efcape 
the pain& he himfelf had endured, and attain the felic- 
ity which was denied to him : with a thoufand pater- 
nal exhortations to follow Providence, and fear noth- 
ing ; to love Ilrael, to feek their good always : with a 
tlioufand fervent prayers for his profperity and fuc- 
cef^. 1 fee Jolhua with modcfl reluftance Ihrinking 
back from a charge fo weighty : defirous of being ftill 
a fubjefl and a fervant ; accepting with regret honours 
4>f which Mofes muft be ftripped ; ready to cry out, as 
his raafter was taken away from him, " My father, my 
father, the chariot of Ifrael, and the horlemen there- 
of !" I fee on every countenance a mixture of forrow 
?knd refignation, of hope clouded with remorfe and 
concern ; they could now die for him, whole life they 
had embittered by unkindncfs, IcVity and ingratitude ; 

thev 
* 2 KLn;:s ii. 1 2* 



they t^Toeh themfetres and one another, zt having 
occafiofled the death of the wifeft and beft of men; 
they caf»«ot bear to think of forming him. But a 
^oicc more awfu^ than that of man is heard ; a glory 
more than human appears^ ** And the Lord fiid un- 
to Mofes, Behold, thy dm approach that thou Hioft 

. die : call Jofhua, and prefeac yoorfelyes in the taber* 
Hacle of the congregation, that I may give him a 
charge. And Mofes and Jofhua went, arid prefenfed 
themfcWes in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of 
a cloud : and the pillar of the cloud ftood over the 

' door of the tabernacle.*'* What folemn moments to 
the whole congregation, thofe which Mofe« and Jofti- 
ua paffed before the Lord, remote from the public 
eye I How folemn to the parties themfelves ! What i^ 
a charge from the mouth of a dying man, though 
that man be a Mofes, compared to a charge from the 
mouth of Jehovah himfelf, by whom fpirits are weigh* 
ed, and to whom all the dread importance of eternity 
ftands continually^ revealed ? And this God, O my 
friends, is daily founding a charge in every ear, " Oc- 
cupy till I come/' ^* Arife ye and depart, for this is 
not your reft." *^ Be fober, be vigilant, for your ad- 
verfary the devil goeth about as a roaring lion, feek- 
ing whom he may devour,'* '* See that ye walk cir- 
cumfpeftly, not as fools, but as wife, redeeming the 
time, becaufe the days are evil." 

This fecret conference being ended, they return to 
the people, and Mofes publickly delivers to tb(5 Levites, 
which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, a copy 
of the law which he had tranfcribed with his own 
hand, to be laid up in the fide of the ark, as a ftand* 
ing witnefs for God againft a fmful people; and the 
bufinefs of this iriterefting and eventful day concludes 
with a public recital from the lips of Mofes of that 
tender and pathetic fpng, which we have in the thir- 
ty- fecond chapter. This facred fong every Jfraelite 

was 

* Dcut. xxxi. 14, js» / 
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s^as to commit to memory, to repeat frequently, and to 
teach it every man to hi« fon. It was compofed ex- 
pref&ly by the command of God, and under his imme- 
diate infpiration. ^^ Nov therefore write ye this fong 
for you, and teach it the children of Ifrael : put it in 
their mouths, that this fong .may be a witnefs for me 
againft the children of IfraeU Mofes therefore vrxote. 
this fong the fame day, and taught it the children of 
Ifrael. And Mofes fpake in the ears of all the congre- 
gation of Ifr^l the words of this long until they were 
ended/'* 

. And a moft wonderfuj compolition it is, whether 
confidered as the produdion of a lively, lofty, correft^ 
imagination ; abounding whh t^e boldeft images, and 
'conveying the nobleft feotii^ents ; adding all the graces 
of poetry to aU the force of trMtb j as conveying 
the moft ufeful and necef&ry ^lo^al and religious in- 
ilrudion, in a channel the moft pleafmg and attrac- 
tive ; as the addrefs of a dying man, a dying father, a 
4ying minifter, to his friends, to his iamily, to his 
flock ; abounding with the tendeveft touches of na- 
ture, flowing immediately from the heart, and rufhing 
with impetuous force to the lips ; as the awful witnefs 
of the great God againft a difobedient and gainfaying 
race ; exhibiting to this hour the propf of the authen- 
jticity of that record where it ftands, of the truth and 
faithfulnefs, of the mercy and feverity of the dread 
Jehovah, and, of the certainty of the things wherein, 
.as Chriflians, we have been inftrufted. 

What can equal the boldnefs and fublimity of his 
exordium or introduction ? How is the boafted elo* * 
quence of Greece and Rome left at an infinite diftance 
behind ! What a coldnefs in the addrefs of Demoft- 
henes and Cicero, compared to the fervour and eleva- 
tion of the Ifraelidfh orator ! *' Ye men of Athens." 
*' Romans." ^' Confcript Fathers/* If ever there, 
was an audience that demanded refped, from num- 
bers, from importance, from fituation ; if ever there 

.was 
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was a fpeaker prompted by duty, drawn by inclination^, 
urged on by the fpupof the occaiion, Ifrael was that- 
audience, Mqfes that fpeaker, on this ever-memorable 
day. But the ardent foul of thi& heaven-taught ora- 
tor, with thoufands^ upon thoufands before his eyes^ 
graips, with a noble eathufiafm, an infinitely larger 
ipace than the plains of Moab, an audience infinitely 
more auguft than the thoufandS' of IfraeL ^' Give, 
ear, O ye heavens, and \ will fpeak ; and hear, O 
earth, the words of my mouth.^' Thisr was feizing the 
attention at once ; the folid globe, thus fummoned, 
feems to give ear, the celeftisd fpheres ftand (till to 
liften, angels hover on the wing to mari^ and record 
the kift words of the departing prophet ; what mortal 
ear then can be inattentive, what fjMrit carelefs? How 
fweetly calculated is the next fentence to compofe the 
minds of his heasrers, roufed and alarmed bv the fo« 
lemnity of his firit addrefs. The thunder or heaven 
feemed ready to buril upon their heads, after an invo- 
cation fo awful, and though Mo&s alone ^ake, they 
were ready to die ; but their fears are gently lulled 
to reft, the next word he utters ; be has only love in 
his heart, and honey upon his tongue. ^^ My doc- 
trine fhall drop as the rain : my fpeech ihail diftil as 
the dew, as the fmall rain upon the tender herb, and 
as the fliowers upon the grafs."* The final objeft of 
Mofes being to warn, to admoniih, and to reprove 
the perverfe nation of whom he was taking leave, ob* 
ferve how (kilfuUy he manages this difficult and deli* 
cate part of his talk. To have come dire&ly and 
without preparation to it, had been to give certain 
difguft and offence ; for he had to deal with a moody, 
murmuring, irritable, difcontented race ; he there^ 
fore firft fills their minds with great images, leads 
them to the contemplation of one objed furpaffingly 
grand ; imprefles it in various points of view upon 
their hearts and confciences, till having loft them- 
felves in its grandeur and immenfity, the¥ are pre- 
pared 

* DeuU xzxiL 2. 
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pared to hcxtj to approre, aofcd ta fvofit bf the je« 
rere ^lerfonad attack that folkxws. ^' BocaiWEe i wiH 
pul^fli the naise pi the Lofil ; afcribp jt gi^aiaeia 
uittoour God. He is the rock, his work is perfed: ^ 
for all his ways are judgment: a God of trunSi^ and 
without kttfiiky, jtift and right is be."* 

Having thus nufed them above every fiieaa, eviery 
felfifh cousGdexaticm ; and placed them, and made 
them to &el thomfelves in dbe awftil prefeaoe of die 
great God, ^^ who is righteous in all his ways, and 
hoJ^ in all his works/' he defeends abruptly, by a 
tranfition quick as iightaing, to the cenfure be had 
m view. But even then,. he infinuates it, rather than 
charges it home \ and ^yeaks for fome time as of 
Grangers, as of perfcms abfent ; and conftitutes his 
auditors judges as it were of the cafe of others, not 
their own; and by cmiploying the addrefs of the 
tliird perfon, tbey and their^ leaves !them for a »o* 
ment in uncertainty whosn he could mean ; and when 
he comes at length to addrefs diem in the fecond per« 
fon, and to ufe the terms thee and ihy^ bow delicately 
is the application qualified, by die introdudion of ev« 
ery tender, every melting, every conciliating circum- 
ftance ! ^^ Tbey have .corruipi>ed themfdves, their ipot 
is not the ^tof his children : tbey are a perverfeand 
crooked generadon. Do je thus requite the Lord, 
<) fooUih people and unwife ? is not he t/jy Father 
that hath bou^t diee? hath he not made thee, and 
cftabliiheddteert 

He then goes intoa recapituladon, partly hiftorical, 
partly poedc, pardy allegorical, at once to refrefli the 
memory, to fire the imagination, and to exercife the 
invention, of the divine condud towards them and 
their fathers, during many generations, that the con- 
clufion he was about to draw might fall with irrefifti- 
ble weight upon the minds of all ; that their bafe in- 
gratitude and defperate folly might appear to them- 
ielves in a more odious light, when contrafted with 

the 
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the v^oam,£goodnd]5 and lov]kig-kiiidne& of the Lord. 
This occupies a confiderable part of the chapter^ froazi 
th^ feventh -vcsdz to the dighteettth, and a pafikge & is 
of «xi|ttifite forjoe aiiud bca«ry, as I am comrinced yx)ui 
«riM alio think ispoasi a careful peniTal of it. 

Gooftrained U, laft: to iienounoe tbe rigfatoous judg^ 
ttcnt of God, in csider to approve Us own fidelity^^ 
end if poiffible to pnevent die ruin which ^ feared, he 
makes a diiptlay of the aiwful terrarfi of divine juftice^ 
fuffickat to awakcm the dead, and to confound the 
Iftiiring ; and ta increafe its fc^^ce and -vehemencfi, Mo- 
fes difappears, and God, the graat God himi^tf, comes 
fonvard, and in the &rfl: perfom utters the fe^en dnxn- 
ders of 'his itvath ^ ^^ For a fire is kindted an mf anger, 
and ihali burn msto the lowed heU^ and SbsAl confume 
the earth with her increafe, and £et oa iire the £oun* 
liatibns of the mountains. The ifword without and 
tenror 'mthia Aall deftroy both th« young maA aad 
the virgin, the fuckling alfo^ with tbe maa of gre^r 
hairs/'* 

The prophet as it were exhaufied with this violent 
exertian^ this £>nmdable dientmciation of vengeance, 
finks into feebk, hopeleifi regret, and be relufbtntly, 
despairingly ^deplores that mifery which he can neither 
prevent nor avert. ^ They are a nation ipocd of cmm- 
fbl, ndthef is there any undcrftandin^ in them. O 
that they were wife, that they understood this, that 
they would confider their latter end ! How fhould 
oAe chafe a thoufand, and two ptxt ten thoufand to 
flight, except their rock had fold them, and the Lord 
had (hut them up P**"! 

Finally 5 a dawn of hope arifes, and, wrapt into future 
times, the facred.bard hails the coming day of deliv- 
erance, and exults in the profpeft of the jundlion of 
the nations with the ancient people of God, in the par- 
ticipation of one and the fame great falvation. *' Re- 
joice, O ye nations, with his people ; for he will avenge 
the blood of his fervants, and will render vengeance ta 

his 
• Deut. xxxii. 22. 25. f Dcut. xxxii, a8, 29, 30^ 
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his adverfaries^ and will be mereifiil unto his land 
and to his people/'* 

Such is the flrudure, fuch the general outline of 
this inimitable piece of facred poefy. If what has^ 
been faid fliall induce any one to ftudy it more atten- 
tiviely, he will probably difcover beauties which have 
efcaped us ; and the difeovery will brin? its own re« 
ward.^ How many fathers, as they aJhterwards re- 
hearled the words of this fong in. ther ears of their 
children, and taught them the knowledge of it, would 
recolle£): with a mournful pleafure, that they faw and 
heard Mofes himfelf recite it aloud, on the very laft 
day of his life ; and glory in relating how near hini 
they (tood, and in describing to a new generation the 
form of his countenance, the^eportment of his perfon^ 
the tones of his voice \ 

That very day, the warrant of death arrives* The 
xniniftry of even a Mofes is accompliihed, and Provi* 
dence haftens to convmce the world, that, depart who 
will, the work of Heaven never can ftand (UU. We 
have feen him hitherto engaged in active labours for 
Ifrael and for God. We fhall coniider him yet once 
more, difmiflfed from his fervice, and concluding a 
life of eminent ufefiilnefs, by a death of charity, ben- 
edidion, prefcience and refignation* May God im- 
prefs on our minds a fenfe of onr frailty, mortality 
and accountablenefs, that we may redeem the time, 
fulfil the duties of our day and the deiign of our Cre- 
ator, work out our falvation, and fo die in peace, die 
in hope, whenever it (hall pleafe Him to call us away 
to the world of fpirits. Amen. 

* Dout. xxKLu 43. 



Hiftory 



. .UHLJ'iA'.l'-'JM^ !■. . . '■ > I.. .1 , . i ■•..■•.i,«. lifi- T ,ri^; 



Hiftory df Mofes; 



L E C T tJ R E IX. 



D^UrtEROKdMT JKfidtl. I. 

jAnd this is ike bkfftng wber^witb Mofes the man of^od 
bUffed the chUdrm efi Ifrael before bis death. 

Seneca^ the celebrated Roman moralift, was pre« 
aeptor ta the Eii^eror Nero, and had early and ftudfr 
ou% trained him to virtue. But falling under the di£- 
{>leafure of that fanguinary tyrant, he was condemned 
to lofe hi« life, by being blooded to death. The day 
of execution being arrived, he prepared to meet his 
late with intrepidity, and to die as he had lived, in 
communicating ufeful knowledge. His pupils gather- 
ed round him, eager to mark his dying deportment, 
and provided with their writing tables, to record and 
preferve his laft fayings. He was put into the warm 
oath, the arteries of his legs and arms were opene(!U 
and the purple fluid which fuftains life, gradually 
drained oflf, while his forrowing, admiring difciples 
•caught the words as they fell from his parched lips. , 
But a greater than Seneca is here. We are this 
night gathered round a dying Mofes, to liften to the 
laft accents of that tongue which, one excepted, fpake 
as never man fpake. We behold him neither impetu- 
oufly rufhing forwards into the mortal conflid, nor 
timidly (hrinklng from it ; but advancing with % 
fteady, majeftic ftep, to meet the king ot terrors. 
The intercus of the God of Ifrael, and^^t the lirael of 
VoL.V. H God, 
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God, had employed his thoughts all hh life long ;. 
and, blended in one, they glow in and expand hia 
heart to his lateft moment* He was fpeedily to ceafe 
from every earthly care, to ceafe from ferving Ifrael 
any longer, to be occupied with God only ; but even 
in death he is contriving the means of doing good to 
that dearly beloved, that fondly cheriflied people. As 
if his heart had relented at the harfhnefs of fome of the 
expreffions which fidelity and a fenfe of duty had ex- 
torted from him ; like one unwilling to part with them 
under any femblance of unkindnefs or difpleafure, he 
again affumes the tender father, tunes his tongue to 
the law of kindnefs, buries all refentment of the pad, 
and every thing unpleafant, in the profpeds of futuid- 
ty, in the gentlenefs and benevolence of friends who 
were feparating to meet no more. 

The foul that is at peace with God defires to be at 
peace with all men ; and it is meet that dying breath" 
be fweetened with mercy, forgivenefs and love. Slow- 
ly and folemnly as Mofes advanced to meet his latter 
end, would we accompany his fteps in bis laft progreft 
through the beloved tents of Ifrael, and in his afcent 
to the hill, from whence he never fliould return. With 
a heart like his, overflowing with charity to the whol6 
church of God, and filled with fentiments of peculiar 
affeftion towards you, we behold the approach of that 
hour which is to difperfe us, perhaps too forever. 
With a blefling on our lips, like him, and O that his 
God and ours may make it eflfeftual, we are haftening 
to bid you farewel. 

The words which I have read are the beginning of 
the 54th and laft parajha^ or great feftion of the law, 
into which the whole books of Mofes were fubdivided, 
for the conveniency of publickly reading them, in con- 
junftion with' the prophets, every fabbath day ; a cuf- 
tom which prevailed in the Jewifh church, down to 
the times of 'our Saviour and his apoftles, as we learn 
from feveral paflages of the gofpel hiftory. Thus^ 
Chrift himfelf, " when he came to Nazareth, where 
\ he 
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he had been brought up, as his cuftom wa$, went inta 
the fynagogue, on the fabbath-day, and flood up for 
to read* And there was delivered unto him the book 
of the prophet Efaias. And when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written. The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath anoint- 
ed me to preach the gofpel to the poor : he hath fent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives^ and recovering of fight to the blind, 
to fet at liberty them that are bruifed : to pfreach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. And he clofed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minifter, and fat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the fynagogue 
were faflened on him. And he began to fay unto 
them, this day is this fcripture fulfilled in your ears."* 
Thus James, in determining the queflion in the' fynod 
of Jerufalem, concerning the neceflity of circumcifion, 
fays, " Mofes of old time halth iii every city them that 
preach him, being read in the fynagogues every fab- 
bath day.^t And Paul and Barnabas, when *' they 
came to Antioch, in Pifidia, went into the fynagogue 
on the fabbath-day, and fat down. And after the read- 
ing of the law and the prophets, the rulers of the fyn- 
agogue fent unto them, faying. Ye men and brethren, 
if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, fay 
on." I 

The firfl feftiort begins with the opening of the book 

of Genefis, and goes up to the ninth verfe of the fixth 

chapter, and is called Berejhit'^ the firfl word in the 

Hebrew bible. The fecond begins at thefe words in 

.the fixth chapter, ** Thefe are the generations of 

Noah :" and is thence called Noah^ and ends at the 

beginning of chapter twelfth, which fets out with the 

call of Abraham, and is therefore fly led the feftion 

Lee Leca^ i. e. " Get. thee out," and fo of the refL 

To bring the whole fifty-four divifions within the com- 

pafs of the year, they joined two of the fhortefl into 

H 2 ^ one 

•* Luke ir. 16 — 21. -f A^s xv. ai. 

\ A(5Uxiii..l49 15. 
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one readiag^ Thus the whole coaftitution, both ss xa 
civil and facred things, was publickly rebearfed once 
every year } fo that it was impoifible £>r any decent 
Xfraelite \o be grofsly ignorant of either the law8» the 
hiftory, or the religion of bis country. 

The firft public le&ure was on the fabbath that foU 
lowed the feaft of tabernacles, and went oh till the 
«aniverfary of that feafl: returned. I have mentioned 
thefe circumflances for feveral reafons. I am not ill 
pleafed to havefo refpe&able an example for attempt- 
ing a mode of inilrudion, which reafon and experi^ 
ence convince us to be at once the moft pleafant and 
the moft ufeful. I honour human learning, I admire 
great talents, I am enchanted with eloquence' > but I 
am perfuaded, \Sfaving knowledge be communicated, 
it is by the quick and powerful energy of God's word 
coming, not with the allurements of man's wifdom, 
*' but in demonftration of the Spirit, and of power.*' 
This leads us to ezprefs a wonder why the reading of 
the fcriptures by large portions at a time is not univer- 
fally praftifed in chridian congregations. Surely 
there muft be a better reafon for neglefUng it, than 
that it is enjoined by the canons of the church, and is 
in general pra£tice in the eflablifliment. The laft rea« 
fon I have at prefent to render for this digreffion, if it 
be thought one, is its affording me an opportunity of 
ea^neftly recommending to maftefs and miftrefles of 
families, the regular and progreilive ufe of the ifcrip- 
tures, within the precincts of their private houfeholds, 
for the inftrudion of their children and fervants. I 
am well aware that from a diffidence and humility not 
too feverely to be blamed, fome younger heads or fam- 
ilies are tempted to negle£b family worfhip altogether, 
becaufe fome parts of it they cannot, dare not, under- ^ 
take : that for example, of add reffine God in prayer, 
as the mouth of their domeftic little church. Let them 
begin with reading aloud the word of God : for this 
furely they have courage fufficient. They will be 
brought to pray infcnfibly, they will foon ceafe to be 

aihamed 
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afliamed of that which is their high^ honour and moft 
glorious privilege. We now return. 

The idea I have formed to ijayfelf of *^ this blefiing, 
wherewith Mofes the man of God blefled the childreft 
of Ifrael before his death/'** how juftly I prefume not 
%p fay, is this ; Mofes, having received his final fum- 
mons to prepare for death, feels himfelf prompted at 
once by affedioji and the fpirit of prophecy, to take i 
particular leave of every tribe, to beftow a feveral ben., 
ediftion on every one by name, and to prepare them 
-one by one for the conqueft of their inheritance, by 
living them prophetically a general notion of their 
future condition, as conftituent parts of the common- 
wealth of Ifrael, and of the particular lot to be affigned 
to each, with its correfponding advantages and pur- 
suits. For this purpofe I fuppofe him making a folemn 
progrefe through the whole hoft, going, from tribe to 
tribe, from tent to tent, and pouring out his foul, as a 
dying parent, in bleflings upon his ofl^pring, accord* 
Jng to their different charaders and conditions. O 
how unlike thefe vifits of feliiihnefs, pride, ambition 
and ftrife, which the candidates for tame, place an4 
power,, are from time to time, making through acor- 
I'upted land i Let us attend his progrefs, and mark 
what he fays. 

We find Mofes flill beginning, proceeding, con- 
cluding with God. He fets out on this laft awful,cir- 
cuit, with a mind full of the glorious majcfty of the 
great Jehovah. He calls to his own remembrance, 
and impreffes the image of it on the fouls of the whole 
people, that great and dreadful day ^* when the Lord 
came from Sinai, and rofe up from Seir unto them^ 
be ihined forth from mount Paran, and he came with 
ten thoufands of faints : from his right hand went a 
fiery law for them.** t The particular mention of Se- 
ir and Paran in this exordium, has given birth to a 
poor conceit in the Jerufalem Targum, to this pur- 
pofe, " that God firft offered his law, and the protect 

tion 
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tion which it afforded, to the Idumeans, the inhabit- 
ants of Mount Seir,- and the pofterity of Efau, but 
that they rejefted it, becaufe it contained this precept, 
" Thou (halt not kill." That afterwards it was tender- 
ed to the Iflimaelites,, or inhabitants of Mount Paran, 
who rejededit, becaufe it faid, " Thou fhalt Jiot fteal." 
That then it was propofed to the pofterity of Jacobs 
who immediately replied, " All that the Lord hath 
commanded will we do, and be obedient/' 'Without 
having recourfe to a conftruftion fo^unfuppgrted, forc- 
ed and unnatural, the wprds of Mofes, at the firft 
glance, convey to us an image inconceivably grand 
and fublime,.but at the fame time fmiple, natural and 
obviovis. Ifrael was encamped in the plains of Moab, 
with Jordan and the fertile fields of Canaan direftly 
in view : the profped on the fouth terminated by the 
lofty mountaias of Teman or Seir ; and pn the north 
by Mount Paran, while Sinai raifed its awful head, 
and buried it in the clouds of heaven from behind* 
Mofes accordingly reprefents, in the bold imagery of 
oriental poetry, the glory of the Lord arifing like the 
fun in the eaft, from behind the top of Sinai, and in- 
ftantly darting his light from hill to hill, and increaf- 
ing in luftre till the whole expanfe of heaven is filled 
with it. The prophet Habakkuk has evidently 
caught the fame ceieiUal fire, is filled with the fame 
animating objed, when be exclaims, *' God came 
from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his praife. And his brightnefs was as the 
light, he had horns coming out of his hand, and there 
was the hiding of his powqn Before him went the 
pcftilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet. 
He ftood and meafured the earth : he beheld, and 
drove afunder the nations, and the everlafting moun- 
tains, were fcattered, the perpetual hills did bow : his 
ways are everlafting/* * 

But 
* K.ibak, iii. 3 — 6. 
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But what ate mountains.and hills, and their inhab- 
itants ? Mofes reprefents the great God as arifing in 
unclouded majefty amidft ten thoufand of his holy 
't^iies. " Angels, his minifters, that excel in ftrength,*' 
the leaft of whom " could wield thefe elements." 
His red right hand is extended, prefenting to the 
aftonifhcd beholder a law, a fiery law, a fife that puri- 
fies, a fire that confumes* But the terror of this 
dreadful appearance is inftantly loft, in a difplay of 
the grace and mercy which prompted this fplendid 
vifit. " Yea, he loved the people ; all his faints are in 
thy hand : and they fat down at thy feet ; every one 
(hall receive of thy words." * Here we behold the 
iegiflator loft in the friend, and, inftead of diftrafted- 
ly, defpairingty calling upon ** the mountains to fall 
•upon us, arid the hills to cover us," we fit down 
in tranquillity at the feet of- our gracious teacher, 
and every onae for liimfelf liftcns to the language of 
love. 

Mofes firft approaches the tents of the tribe of Reu- 
Jben, and having introduced himfelf by thefe folemn, 
ftriking words, he proceeds to his particular faluta- 
tion of that tribe. ** Let Reuben live, and not die ; 
and let not his men be few." t Concerning the head 
of that tribe, his dying father had prophetically de- 
nounced, ** Unftable as water, thou fhalt not excel ;" 
but the bleifing of Mofes feems to wipe the blot oiat 
of the fcutcheon, and Reuben feems reftored to his 
rank in Ifrael again. Reuben alone of the fons of 
Jacob pitied Jofcph in his diftrefs, and contrived the 
means of reftbring him to his father again. This re- 
deems him and his family from infamy and deftruc- 
tion, and we are difpofed to drown the memory of 
his lewdnefs, in refpedt for his tcndernefs and hu- 
manity. 

Who ftands next on the roll of Jacob's fons ? To 
whom is the fecond falutation due? Simeon. But 
ah ! we fee the curfe of a dying father upon him ; 

we 

• Deut. xxxiii. 3. f Deut. xxxiii. 6. 
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we fcer Mofe^ paffing by fair door widioiit In^dSag Kni 
pod fpeed ; ^e fee tne Uood of the Shedieimtes^ 
the innocent, credulous Sfaechemites, lying widrad 
pppreffive weight upon his feed ; we fee a tnbe of 
ififty-nihethoufand three hundred in the wildernefsr of 
Sin;^, melted down and reduced to twenty^two thou^ 
fand two hundred' in the plains of Moab ; we fes nqf 
judge or magiilrate in future times ipringing fronr Ins 
loins ; we' fee him " divided in Jacob, and fcattererf 
in Ifraeli'* and ia ail this we fee the vengeance of a 
jrighteous God purfuing a cool and delibeTate murder- 
er to utter ruin, and we think of the more dreadful 
weight of that blood which a hard-hearted race impre- 
cated upon themfelves' and their children ; and whicfr 
fhe fhame and fufferings of one thoufand eight hun- 
dred years have nor yet expiated. What muft the 
fons of Simeon h^ve felt when their d^ing leaderpaff- 
ed them by, without vouchfafing them a ' word ; tq. 
find themfelves alone unbleffed of all thachililren of 
Ifhdr father's houfe! Speak to me, O raercifuL Father,, 
in whatever language thou wilt : chide, upbraid, cha£ 
tifc me ; but O pa& me not by iri filent negl'eft : ceaf^ 
hot to reprove^ me: fay not, ** Let him alone/*" 

The dying prophet paffes. next to the ftaiidiard of 
tfire tribe of judah* Judah, dieftined to empire, in. 
creafe and ftrerigth, Judah tile father qf many princes* 
The root and offspring of David. >* And thiff iz the 
Wefllng of Judah : and he fidd, flear, tGTd,t6e voice 
of Judah ; and bring him unto his people : let his. 
Hands be ftifficienr for him, atid be thou an Help to him- 
fVoin: his enemies.!' ♦ Thefe wordi of 51 dfea fend us 
again ro the dying bed 'of Jacob, and we find both 
patriarchs holding the fame idea- concerning this pre- 
rogative tribe, ftircngth invincible, triumph oyer e^rery 
foe, iuprcme authority ; and we find ourfelves ledftill 
farther back, to Leah, his mother, in child-birth, be- 
llowing on this hier fourth fon a name expreffive of 
her perfonal cxultatioit and triumph ; " Judah, praife 

■ < : '- the 
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.^he Lore!/' and Aence to the iafi&itelf glonons cMigii 
of Provicteficey which has fwallawed up the tranfient, 
private feefiog of the m^vid^a), in the great and eonw 
prebenfive view of general o^p^on and favour, and 
;tbe icmrce of univerial gratitude and praife; an^* 
kome on the wings of infpiration, we rife, with the 
beloved dtfcjtple in vifion, ta contemplate the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the root of David, prevailipg t<> 
:«pen the felled book, in the right hand of him that 
lits on the tjhrone, and loofing the feyen feaU thereof. 
** And I behcidj and lo, in the midft of the throne, 
and of the four bealb, and in the midft of the etders, 
ilood a Lamb, as it had been flain, having feven horns^ 
and feven eyes, which are the feven ipirits of God, 
fent forth into all the earth.*' " And he came and took 
the book out of the right hand of him that fat upon 
the throne. And when he bad taken the book, the 
four beafts and the four and twenty elders fel| down 
before the Lamb, having eyery on^ of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which arc the prayer? 
of faints. And they fang ^ new fong, faying. Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and to open the feals 
thereof : for thou waft flain, and haft redeen^d uff tq 
God by thy blooid, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation ; and haft made us unto our 
God, kings and priefts : and we fiiall reign on the 
earth."* 

Thus ve behold all that is great and magnificent a- 
mong men, bringing its glory and honour and laying it 
at the feet of Jefus ; and all that i? paft and preSfent loft 
ill the immeniity and importance of that which is to 
come. 

He now approaches the prieftly tribe of Levi, his 
kinfmen and friends according to the flefii, and copi- 
oufly beftows his valediftory bcnediftion upon them, 
in thefe remarkable words, " Let thy Thinnmim and 
thy Uripi be with thy holy one, whoAi tjiou didft 
prove at Maflah, and with whoqi thou didft ftrive at 

the 
.*' Rcir. T- 7— JO.- 



J 14 Hf/iory rf Mofes. Lect. IX. 

the waters of Meribah ; who faid unto his father, and 
'- to his mother, I have not feen him, neither did he 
acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own . chil- 
dren : for they have obferved thy word and kept thy 
covenant. They (hall teach Jacob thy judgments^ 
and Ifrael thy law ; they Ihajl put incenfe before thee, 
and whole burnt-facri&ce upon thine altar. Blefs, 
Lord, his fubflance, and accept the work of his hands : 
fmite through the loins of them that rife againft him, 
and of them that hate him, that they rife not again.'^* 
Levi had been a partaker with Simeon, in ihedding • 
the bbod of the Shecbemites, and bad fallen under 
the fame condemnation ; but their fpirit and zeal in 
expiating the guilt of the golden calf by the blood of 
its idolatrous. worfhippers, has removed the (tain, and 
reftored their own blood again, and the dreadful fen- 
tence, ^^ I will divide them in Jacob, and fcatter them 
in Ifrael," as far as it affeas them, is from a curfc 
turned into a bleffing. They are divided in Jacob, and 
fcattered in Ifrael, but it is honourably to themfelves 
and ufefully to others : as the priefts of the Lord, and 
, the inftrudorg of the people. Why may we not fup- 
pofe Eliezer the high-prieft, arrayed in his facerdo* 
tal veftments, (landing at the head of his tribe to re- 
ceive the falutation of Mofes, and that the appearance 
of this facred officer in the fplendour of his pontifical 
garb, might fugged to Mofes fome of the particulars 
contained in this blefling, efpeciaily the beginning of 
it ? " Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy 
holy one.'* *' Thy Thummim and thy Urim?" that is, 
being interpreted, " thy perfections and thy lights.'* 
They were myfteries, of which we have fpoken in a 
former Le^ure, put into the high-prieft's breaft-plate, 
and were de(igned apparently to fignify the graces and 
office of the priefthooJ, which was committed to Aa- 
ron and his feed, till Chrift came, who fhould obtain 
and cxcrcifc en everlafting and unchangeable prieft- 

hood, 
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hood, after a mora excellent order than that of Aa^ 
ron* 

According to the different ideas of the myftery of 
the Urim and Thummim, and the connexion here 
eftablifhed between them and the temptation at Maf- 
fah and the ftrife at Meribah, various turns and inter- 
pretations have been given to the words of Mofes/ 

I. They are fuppofed to be addreffed to God him- 
felf, and the fenfe to run thus, " Thy Thummim and 
thy Urim** (O God) be with the man, thy gracious 
faint, (Aaron and his feed) whom thou temptedft with 
temptation, or contendedft with (for his fin) at the 
waters of Meribah, of which we have the hiflory. 
Numb. XX. " And the Lord fpake unto Mofes and 
Aaron, Becaufe ye believed me not, to fan£Ufy me in 
the eyes of the children of Ifrael ; therefore ye fhall 
not bring this congregation into the land which I have 
given them. This is the water of Meribah, becaufe 
the children of Ifrael ftrove with the Lord : and he 
was fanftified in them/** 

Or, 2dly, they may be addreffed to the whole tribe, 
and with thisfenfe. Thy Thummim and thy Urim (O 
JLevi) be with Aaron and his fons ! the holy, chofen, 
anointed one of thy gracious God, whom thou, in 
common with the reft of Ifrael^ temptedft in Maffah 
and in the ftrife at Meribah. i 

Or, 5dly, underftanding by the " holy one,** the 
Chrift of God, this will be the fenfe. Thy Thummim 
and thy Urim (O Levi) is with (or belongs to) the 
man thy Holy One, (Meffiah, the Chrift) the Holy One 
of God, whom thou temptedft at Maffah, and didft 
ftrive with at Meribah. In this laft interpretation^ the 
weaknefs, infufficieijcy, imperfeftion and tranfitorinefs 
of the Levitical priefthood are implied : it retained not 
Jong the Urim and Thummim, but loft them in the 
3abylonifti captivity, as we find from Ezra, chap. ii. 
ver. 63. " And the Tirfhatha faid unto them. That 
jhey fhould not eat of the moft holy things till there 

ftood, 
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jRxKxl up a pried with Urim and with Thtunmim.*^ 
And it does not appear they evef had them more, un- 
til by Jefus Chrift, our Hich-Prieft after the order of 
Aaron, they were reftorjed in the ^^ light and truth** 
of the gofpel. 

The oleiSng upon Levi thus proceeds ; •^ Who fwl 
unto his father, and to his mother, I have not fee^ 
him, neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor 
knew hia own children : for they have obT^rved thy 
word, and kept thy covenant."* This is generally 
imderftood to exprefs the devotednefs of that tribe to 
the worfhip and fervice of God, lyhich laid them ondev 
^ neceffify of abftraftednefs from the world, and con-» 
ftrained them, wh^en employed in the order of thci? 
courfe, to fuppf efs all appearance of fecular concern, 
fbd) as mourning for the dead, and the like. Thu9 
when "Kadab and Abihu perifccd by fire before the 
Lord,*' Aaron and his two furviving fons were cx- 
prefsly forbid to Ihew any figns of forrow. '* Uncov- 
er not your heads, neitl^er rend your clothes, left ye 
die/* *^ And Aaron held his peace/* Tl/e words are 
by many interpreters fuppofed particularly to refer to 
the judgment executed through the zeal of this tribe 
on their offending bretRren in the matter of the goid^ 
en calf, which is thus defcribed : " And Mofes ftood 
in the gate of the camp, and faid. Who is on |he Lord's 
fide ? let him come unto me. And all the fons of 
Levi gatliered themfelves together unto him. Apd 
he faid unto them, Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, 
put every man his fword by his fide, and go in and 
out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and flay 
every man his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neighbour. And the children of 
Levi did according to the word pf Mofes : and there 
fclf of the pe6ple that day about three thoufand men. 
For Mofes had faid, Confecrate yourfelves to-day to 
the Lord, even every man upon his fon, and upon his 
brother; that he may beftow upon >ou a bleffing 

this 
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this day/'* And it may perbapi be iftfended as a- 
warning to the chriftian priefthood, that though their 
profeffion does not call them whoUy to renounce the 
world, to reftrain the workings of natural affe&ion^ 
and ceafe to be men ; yet it dbes call them to a higher 
degree, of beavei^ly-mindednefs, to ftri&ef felf-govem* 
mehty to a greater fitrperiority to worldly attadbments 
and parfttits^ to have no refpe^l of perfons^ in difpenf* 
ing the bread of life, to ^^ know no man after the 
fleOi/^ to fit loofer than others to the things of time* 

The next artkle of theii^ prophetfs parting blefling 
defcribes their glorious privileges. " They mat! teach 
Jacob thy judgments^ and }£rael thy law : <hey ihail 
pot incenfe before thee, and whole burat-facrifice up* 
on thine altar.'' The prieft's lips fiibuld keep knowl- 
edge. 

This then is the firft duty of their oflSte ; to *' teach 
Jacob the judgments of God, and Ifrael hn law.'' 
Theirs was to be the diftinguiihed honour of training 
up every fucceeding generation as it arofe, in the 
knowledge of the God of their fathers, in what he had 
done for them,and what he required of them ; of point- 
ing out and inculcating upon them the connexion be-^ 
tween their privileges and their duties, their fafety and 
their obedience, their fecurity and their fidelity. They 
were ftill to fct before the people " good and evil, 
the bleffing and the curfe," the promifes which allur- 
ed to the one, the threatenings which deterred from 
the other. They were under the neceffity, of confe^ 
quence, of ftudying the law of God, and the hiftory 
of his providence themfelves, in order to the inftruc- 
tion of others ; and to exhibit a decent conformity, in 
their own deportment, to what was written, as a pat* 
tern to their fellow-citizens. A ta(k at once painful^ 
dangerous and honourable. 

The fecond duty of their ftation was, " to put in- 
cenfe before God." That facred perfume was em- 
blematical of the prayers, the praifes and thankigiving 

of 
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of Ifracl J ztii on Levi was (ionferr ed the glorious 
privilege of (landing between God and the people, of 
conveying froni him to th^m the di£lates of his will, 
the promifes of his grace, the aiTnrance of his favour 
and protedion ; and, as the mouth of the people, t<y 
re^convey to God, the effufions of their gratitude, the 
acknowledgment of their fubmiilion and dependence ; 
their entire confidence in the truth and faithfulnefs 
of God,^ their entire hope in his mercy. Thefe the 
fons of Levi were to prefent before the Lord as in- 
cenfe ; and with this facrifice of praife from the peo- 
ple, the incenfe of their own grateful acknowledge* 
ments woidd naturally mingle and afcend. 

Finally, the bleffing pronounced on this diftinguiih- 
ed tribe, impofed on them the office of offering up 
" whole burnt facrifice upon the altar of God.*' They 
not only flood between a gracious God and an indebt^ 
ed people ; but a holy and offended God, and a frail, 
offending people. Hence the neceffity of " burnt 
facrifice,*' hence the idea of atonement, hence the 
fhedding of blood for the remiffion of fin, hence the 
inflitution of the Levitical priefthood— ** the fhadow 
of good things to come." And thus the daily facri- 
fice, the interceffion of the houfe of Aaron, and the 
united chara&ers of teacher and prieft in the fame 
perfon, prefigured and pointed out ** the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the fin of the world." — " The 
one Mediator between God and man, the Man Chrilb 
Jefus." The great Teacher fent from God, ^ who 
(pake as never man fpake." " God's beloved Son, in 
whom Tie is well pleafed." 

The conclufion of the bcnediftion is prophetic, and 
defcriptive of their reward, their inheritance, and fe- 
curity. " Blefs, Lord, his fubftance, and accept the 
work of his hands : fmite through the loins of them 
that rife againft him, and oft them that hate him, that 
they rife not again." * This is the perfeftion of crea- 
ture bappinefs j ample provifion, and the bleffing of 

the 
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the Almighty poured down, and refting upon it- 
works and labours of love cheerfully performed, and 
gracioufly*' accepted-— every foe fubdu!ed, and every 
ground of fear forever removed. Here may we not 
apply to this tribe in particular, what Mofes, in the 
clofe, applies to Ifrael in general ? " Happy art thou 
O Levi : who is like unto thee, O people faved by 
the Lord, the (hield of thy help, and who is the fword 
of thy excellency ! and thine enemies (hall be found 
liars unto thee, and thou {halt tread upon their high 
places/'* 

Such were the funftions, the privileges, the honours 
and the emoluments of the Levitical priefthood. They 
fuggeft to the chriftian miniftry, thie vigilance, dili- 
gence, fidelity and zeal which become thofe *' who 
muft give account*' — ^the neceffity laid upon them " to 
declare the whole counfel of God'*— the affured fup- 
port on which they may depend, while they confcien- 
tioufly aim at doing their duty — ^the glorious " recom- 
penfe of reward,** which is laid up for " the good and 
faithful fervant,*' in that day " when they that be 
wife fliall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteoufnefs, as the itars 
forever and ever.'* t May the power of fuch motives 
be felt and underflood by. all who bear the facred and 
important office, that by them they may be rendered 
** ftedfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forafmuch as they know that their 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.** 

The farther progrefs of Mofes through the j^ain- 
ing tribes of Ifrael fhall be the fubjeft of t^B next 
Lefture. 

* Deut« xxxiii. 29. f Dan. xli. 3. 
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Arid this is fhe b^ffhig therewith Mofis the man 0f G^ 
blefed the Midrm if^rMel hisfort bis death. 

1 HE rich man in hell is Kprefented* as entertain- 
ing the fond belief, that the return o£ one from the 
dead would certainly be efie&ual, ta the convidioa 
and amendment of a thooghtlefs and- &npeiutent gen- 
eration. And men in general we difpofed to afcribe 
an infallible efficacy to means fabriiiated in their own 
imagination, while, at the fame time, they wiifnilj 
negled to ufe thofe which God has appointed, whole 
operation is undoubted, and of which they are in the 
entire pofieilion. The man of ymm talent lays it up in 
a napkin and buries it, becaufe he csmnot, with one,, 
do the work of five or of ten» One man is an infidel, 
becai||Mhe miraculous powers which once accom- 
paniedThe preaching of the gofpel, accompany it no 
more ; another affefts to defpife all external evidence 
whatever, and looks at Chriftianity with a fufpicious 
eye, becaufe it called in miracles and prophecy to con- 
firm and fupport it. The Jews rejefted the counfel of 
Godagainft themfelves, faying, " Hecafteth out dev- 
ils, by Beelzebub the prince of the devils/'t The 

Greeks 
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Greeks accounted the doftrine of the crofs fooliflinefs, 
becaufe it belied their vain philofophy, and expafed 
their worldly fpirit* 

Were it poffible for the human race to affemble in 
one general council, in order to fettle a mode of re- 
ligion which fhould fuit the whole, they would fpeedi- 
ly be conftrained to feparate, without coming to any 
fpecific, decifive agreement on a point fo eflential ; 
for pride, and felfifhnefs, and the fpirit of contradic- 
tion, would inftantly raife oppofition^ and the moft 
falutary idea would be rejefted by one party, for no 
better reafon than that it was adopted by another. 
Were the rich man to comeirom the dead, commif* 
fioned " to tell the fecrets of his prifon-houfe ;" were 
Lazarus permitted to leave the bofom of Abraham, in 
order to difplay to men the glories of paradife ; what 
•could they fay that has not been repeated a thoufand 
and a thoufand times ? The one would be efteemed by 
a bufy, carelefs, unbelieving world, a poor, moping, 
melancholy wretch, fit for a place in Bedlam ; the 
other would be called an enthufiaftic vifionary ; and 
they might, for ought the world cared, return to the 
places from whence they came, and report that man- 
kind was better employed than to liften to their 
dreams ; that it was eleftion time ; that the term was 
coming on, that a packet was expeded, or a fleet ar- 
rived. 

Men amufe themfelves with cr}'ing up the advantages 
of thofe who faw Chrift going about doing jgood, 
*^ healing all manner of ficknefs among the {M^le ;" 
of thofe who heard Paul preachy and the like ; but 
the faithful and true wltnels aflures us, that Jefus fre- 
quently wrought miracles, and Paul preached in vain. 
Capernaum, Bethfaida, Jerufalem, remained full of un- 
believers ; and apoftoUc eloquence was called bab- 
bling by one, it made another to fhake under a tem- 
porary fit of trembling, and only " almoft perfuaded** 
a third to be a chriftlan. > 
Vol. V. 1/^ The 
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, The deddon of father Abraham then, in the paf^ 
fage already referred to, is founded in truth and ex- 
pericnce, " If they hear not Mofes and the prophets, 
neither wiil they be perfuaded though one rofe from 
the dead.*** Mofes fpake from the brink of the 
grave, and was forgotten the moment his voice ccaf- 
ed. God himfelf thundered from Sinai, *^Thou Ihalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or 4Any like* 
nefs of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou ihalt not bow down thyfelf to them, 
nor ferve them : for T the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me :**t and within "a little month** wefe4 
all Ifrael dancing round a golden calf, and faying, 
•' Thel'e be thy gods, O Ifrael, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.** J The Son of Man came 
down from heaven, difclofed the fecrets of the eter- 
nal mind ; defcended into the grave, and returned ta 
the earth, and (hewed himfelf openly. But did infi* 
delity ftop her mouth ? No. " Some of the watch 
came into the city, and fhewed unto the chief prieftt 
all the things that were done. And when they were 
aifembled with the elders, and had taken counfel, 
they gave large money unto the foldiers, faying. Say 
ye, his difciples came by night, and ftole him away 
while we flept. And if this come to the governor's 
ears, we will perfuade him, and fecure you. So they 
took tfeii money, and did as they were taught : and 
this faying is commoxily reported among the Jews un- 
til this day.** § 

. The circumftanccs in which Mofes took his laft long 
farewet of his beloved charge, were fuch, one would 
tt ink, as to leave a lafting, an indelible impreffion on 
th e minds of his hearers ; but the fequei ihews us, 
th \t the impreflions of gratitude, fympathy, forrow 

and 
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knd regret, are ^^ a4 the morniag cloud and the early 
dewy which paffeth away." 

— ^Hating hnifhed his couffe, and the time of his de- 
parture drawing nigh, we behold the man of God 
making his final progrefs through the camp of Ifrael i 
going Irrom tribe to iribe^ from ftandard to ftandard, 
fainting every one by his name, and pronouncing over 
him tli^ cordial benedifUon of a dying friend. We 
have aec^HUpanied him from Reuben to Judah, and 
from Judah to Levi, and heard his dying breath con-^ 
fh-m the promife of royal dignity to the one, and en-^ 
tail the facred dignity of the priefthood upon the 
dtheri They have heard his laft adieu. Their eyes 
Ihall behold him no more. He has now arrived at the 
encainptnent of Benjamin. Benjamin, the foh of his 
mother's forrotv, the ion of his father's right hand : 
the laft of Ifrael in the courfe of nature, not the lead 
m the affedion of his fole furviving parent, nor in im- 
portance as one of the heads of the holy common- 
wealths Benjamin, deftined of Providence to fupport 
the throne of David, when fbaken by the revolt of ten 
tribes. And what is the blefling of Benjamin ? ** Of 
Benjamin he faid. The beloved ^ the Lord ihall dwell 
in fafety by him ; and the Lord ihall cover him all 
the day long^ and he ihall dwell between his ihoul- 
ders.'' * 

The courfe in which Mofes proceeded in pronounc- 
ing the bleifing, is fuppofed by fome to be propheti- 
cally governed, accordingto the geographical defcrip- 
lion of Canaan, and the order and courfe in which 
each portion was allotted to every feveral tribe. Ben*- 
^mln, therefore. Is addreiled before his elder brother 
Jofeph, becaufe the lot of his inheritance was to lie 
between the lots of Judah and JoTeph, and to border 
upon each, and this, by confulting the book of Joihua, 
xviii. II. yoiMFsrill find was the cafe. And we fhall 
afterwards find many circumilances concurring to give 
a diftin£tion and a confequence to Benjamin, among 
I 2 the 
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the tribes of Ifr'ael. Jebus, that is Jerufalem, fell to 
them. Of CQurfe, the feat of empire and of religion^ 
in procefs of time, waa fixed in the midft of them. 
Imperial Judah adminiftered the affsdrs of government 
in a city belonging to another tribe, and from the day 
that the temple was built, not only the priefts thefons^ 
of Levi were called to minifter in the order of their 
courfe, within the confines of their brother Benjamin ; 
but all the males of all the tribes were obliged to ap- 
pear before the Lord in the fame place, at the three 
great dated feftivals every year, befides the innumera- 
ble occafional vifits made to the metropolis of the 
whole country, as to the centre of civil goveriimeat 
and of religious worlhip* 

On comparing the arrangement of tbe precious 
ftones in the breaft-plate of the high-prieft, with that 
of the fame number and quality of gems which are 
reprefented as conftituting the foundation of the new 
Jerufalera, we find the jafper (landing laft, with the 
name of Benjamin engraved upon it, in the breaft- 
plate ; but the firft in the foundation of the holy city, 
which is the type of the chriftian church. 

With the aid of Benjamin alone, Judah was enabled 
to fupport an independent fovereignty, which confid- 
erably outlafted the kingdom of the ten tribes. This, 
and various other circumftances, in the future hiftory . 
and condition of this tribe, explain the biefling of Mo- 
fes, which defcribes him as " the beloved of the 
Lord," tenderly watched over and proteded of Jeho- 
vah, as the progenitor of this tribe according to the 
fiefh was carefully kept at home, and affectionately 
cheriflied by his father Jacob ; as " dwelling in fafety 
by him,*' that is, in confidence, in fecurity, there be- 
ing " none to make him afraid,** to whom God was 
fo nigh. There is apparently an allufion to this, and 
a beautiful one, in the 48th Pfalm, frofp verfe i to 5* 
" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praifed, in the 
city of our God, in the mountain of his holinefs. 
Beautiful for fituation, the joy of the whole earth, is 

Mount 
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Mount Zion, on the fides of the north, the city of the 
great king. God is known in her palaces for a ref- 
uge. For lo, the kings were affembled, they pafled 
by together. They faw it, and fo they marvelled ; 
they were troubled, and hailed away.*' " The Lord 
fliall cover him," adds Mofes, " all day long." ** Cov- 
er*^ The Seventy tranflate the word by one that fig- 
nifies " to overlhadow." The Chaldean paraphrafe 
is, *' he Ihall be a (hield over him j" it denotes afecu- 
rity, covering or proteftion from evil ; and the evan- 
gelical prophet, Ifaiah, beautifully expands the thought 
in thefe remarkable words, defcriptive of and applied 
to the fame objeft. ** And the Lord will create upon 
every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon her 
affemblies, a cloud and fnioak by day, and the ftiining 
of a flaming fire by night : for upon all the glory ihall 
be a defence. And there fhall be a tabernacle for a 
ihadowin the day-time from the heat, and for a place 
of refuge,and for a covert from ftorm and from rain.*'* 
** All day long,*' or ** every day ;" that is, continual- 
ly. ** And he ihall dwell between his fhoulders ;" 
like the head, the glory of the natural body, rearing 
itfelf majellically between and upon " the fhoulders," 
the ftreneth and power of the man. This was the 
bleifing of Benjamin. 

Mofes feems now to turn to a peculiarly favourite ob- 
jcQ: ; he feems to rife above himfelf, the fpirit of dying 
Jacob feem^to revive in him. As if the name of Jo- 
feph were the fire put to the train, he kindles, he 
blazes, he lightens. As if the name of Jofeph were 
the fignal to be at once great and fublime, tender and 
pathetic, approaching his ilandard, recollefting the 
hiflory and character of their illuilrious progenitor, 
contemplating their riiing greatnefs and profperity, he 
thus breaks out in ilrains loftier than bard ever fung. 
" Blefied of the Lord be his land, for the precious 
things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that 
coucbeth beneath \ and for the precious fruits brought 
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forth by the fun, and far the precious things put 
jforth by the moon, and for the chief things of the 
ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the 
lading hills- And for the precious things of th^ 
earth, ai^d fulnefs thereof; and for the good M^ill of 
him that dwelt in the buih : let the blefling come up*- 
on the head of Jpfeph, and upon the top of the head 
of him that was feparated from his brethren. Hi$ 
glory is like the firlUing of his bullock, and hi$ 
horns are like the horns of unicorns : with them he 
ihall pufli the people together to the ends of the earth : 
^nd they are the ten thoufands of £phraim, and they 
are the thoufands of ^Ianaffeh.* * * Ifaac had but t^o 
fons, and found himfelf exhaufled when he had be« 
ftowed a blef&ng upon one of them ; Jacob has twelve 
fons, and yet he has a feveral bleiling for each fon« 
Ifrael at the death of Mofes was increafed to an innum- 
erable multitude, and yet there are bieiEngs enough, 
and to fpare, and yet there is room. And when God 
(hall have brought back the captivity of Jacob, whei) 
God ihall have brought his ancient people within the 
bond of the gofpel covenant, together with the fulnefi 
of the Gentile nations, the tide of benedidion (hail 
rife, and rife, and fwell to the number and necel&ty 
of all the partakers. Thus the facred dream which 
Ezekiel faw in yifion, iifuing from the threflioid of 
the houfe, was at liril but a little bubblii^ fountain } 
but after a progrefs of a thoufand cubits,^ecame *' 21 
brook of v^ater up to the ancles ;'' after a thoufand 
more, had rifen to the height of the loins y and after 
a thoufand more, ** the waters were rifen, lyaters to 
fwim in, a riyer that could not be paffed over." 

To go into a detail of the particulsurs contained in 
the bleiling of Jofeph, inilead of occupying the place 
pf an evening, might furniih employment for years, 
\ feel myfelf perfeftly at a lofs how to reptefent it to 
your view ; in what light firil to coniider it, what 
J>articular part of it to bring forward — whether I 

fhould 
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fliould at all prefume to attempt an illuftration of it, 
or leave it altogether to your private meditation. 
Never, furely, in the fame quantity of words were ex- 
m^ hibited fuch a multitude and variety of beautiful, ftrik- 
'" ing, and fublime ideas. When Jofeph is to be bleff- 

ed, the prophet for him arrays nature in her gayelt, 
richeft attire: for him he digs into the mine, and 
cleaves the flinty rock, and pours jewels and gold at 
his feet. " For him the rofes blow, for him diftils 
the dew." For him golden harvefts wave in the fra- 
grant air, and rivers of milk and oil flow down the 
mountains and through the vallies. For him the fwell- 
ing clutters of the vine affume a purple hue, the 
meadows clothe themfelves with verdure, and the 
cedars of God lift their proud heads to the fkies ; the 
fun and moon, and eleven ftars, do obeifance to him. 
Nature is then animated, as it were, to do him hon- 
our, to give him protedion, to extend his empire, to 
minifter to his delight. Thie grove becomes vocal, the 
bullock treads ftately through the plain, the unicorn 
pufhes with the horn, nations of enemies melt before 
him^the ten thoufimds of £phraim,and the thoufandsof 
ManafTeb, cultivate their fertile, peaceful fields, beau- 
tify their pleafalit villages, fortify their iriagnificent 
cities. 

With inexhaufted ftrength, with refiftlefs force, the 
prophet then hurries us out of the fphere of nature, 
bears us to the awful regions of religion, places our 
feet on holy ground. It is the blefSng of Jofeph, and 
we feel ourfeives tranfported to the wildernefs of 
Horeb, we behold the bulh on fire, we hear the voice 
of God himfelf from the midft of the flame. But 
though it fpeaks from the midft of fire, to the houfe 
of Jofeph it fpeaks nothing but love, it is a fire that 
Gonfumcs not, it breathes " good will.** Mofes hav- 
ing thus as a poet touched every power of imagina- 
tion, conduded us from one fcene of delight to an- 
other, and made all Eden rife to view ; having, as a 
prophet, unveiled the world of fpirits to our aftonifli- 

ed 
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ed fight, and borne us as on eagle's ivings up to the 
throne of God, gently deviates into his charader of 
orator and hiitorian, and fweetly re-defcends with us 
into the field of Zoan, and calls forth a tender figh 
from our bofom over the h^plefs youth who was torn 
from his father's embrace, and fold into flavery. " Let 
the bleiling come upon the head of Jofeph, and upon 
the top of the head of him that was feparated from his 
brethren." * But " who is this that darkeneth coun- 
fel by words without knowledge?**! Mofes, my 
friends, feems reludant to break off his fubjed, he is 
loth to bid Jofeph farewel ; as he goes he " cafts a 
longing lingering look behind,*' and fighs out another 
bleffing, after his tongue is fiient. When Jacob 
fpeaks to Jofeph, and Mofes writes and fpeaks of him, 
neither of them knows how to leave off. 

We foon find the predi£Uon of Mofes verified, and 
the parting benedidion falling down, according to the 
letter of it, in copious fhowers upon the head of Jo- 
feph. For though half the tribe of Manaffeh obtain- 
ed an inheritance beyond Jordan, and a fair and fpa- 
cious lot had fallen to the reft of the fons of Jofeph 
in Canaan, they are foon under the neceflity of ap- 
plying to Jofliua for an additional lot to enlarge their 
border. **And the children of Jofeph fpake unto 
Jofhua, faying. Why haft thou given me but one lot 
and one portion to inherit, feeing I am a great people, 
forafmuch as the Lord hath bleued me hitherto ? And 
Jofhua anfwered them. If thou be a great people, then 
get thee up to the wood-country, and cut down for 
thyfelf there in the land of the Perizzites and of the 
giants, if Mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. 
And the children of Jofeph faid, The hill is not 
enough for us : and all the Canaanites that dwell in 
the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they 
who are of Beth-fhean and her towns, and they who 
are of the valley of Jezreel. And Jofhua fpake unto 
the houfe of Jofeph, even to Ephraim and to Manaf- 
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feh, faying. Thou art a great people, and haft great 
power : thou Ihalt not have one lot only. But the 
mountain (hall be thine ; for it is a wood, and thou 
(halt cut it down : and the out-goings of it fliall be 
thine : for thou ihalt drive out the Canaanites, 
though they have iron chariots, and though they be 
llrong."* ' 

The Jewifh writers take delight in expatiating upon 
the beauty and fruitfiilnefs of the providentially allot- 
ted portion of this tribe. They reprefent Canaan as 
a garden, in comparifon to the reft of the world, and 
Mount Ephraim with its adjacent plains as the gar- 
den of Canaan. But we muft haften from it, and at- 
tend our departing prophet, as he bicjp a (horter adieu 
to the remaining tribes. 

As the lots of Zebulun and Iffachar were to be con- 
tiguous in Canaan ; as they were brothers gernian, 
being both fons of Leah, and thereby had a nearer 
intereft and affedion among themfelves, and their 
tents were pitched contiguous to each other in the 
plains of Afoab, Mofes addreiTes them as forming one 
body of people. •' And of Zebulun he faid. Rejoice, 
Zebulun, in thy going put ; and Iffachar in thy 
tents.''' t This is, with little variation, a repetition 
and confirmation of the blefling pronounced by dying 
Jacob. Zebulun the younger of the two brothers is 
in both preferred j and in diftributing the lots Zebu- 
lun has the third lot, Iffachar only the; fourth. The 
inheritance of Zebulun was to be of a peculiar quality, 
anJ they were to draw their fubfiftence and wealth 
from fources very different from thofe of the reft of 
Ifrael ; they were to grow great by navigation and 
trade. 

The fea, that unruly element, was to be made trib- 
utary to them, and through it, a paffage opened to 
them to th^ vaft, populous and wealthy Ihores of Afri- 
ca on the fouth, and of Afia and Europe on the north. 
*' They (hall fuck of the abundance of the feas, and 

of 
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6f treafurcsliid in the fand. They Ihall call the peo- 
ple unto the moumain, there they ihall offer facrifices 
of righteoufnefs/' * The Chaldean applies thefe 
words peculiarly to lifachar, and tranilates them thus* 
** Rejoice IfTachar, that is, be thou blefTed in thy going 
to appoint the times of the folemn feafts of Ifrael,** 
which has a reference to what we read of this tribe, 
1 Chron. xii. 32. " And of the children of IfTachar, 
which were men that had underflanding of the times, 
to know what Ifrael (Jttght to do : the heads of them 
were two hundred, and all their brethren were at their 
commandment.*' This is generally underftood of the 
times and feufons of the year, of the new moons and 
other appearances of the heavenly bodies, by which 
the folemn feftivals were regulated, and which they 
of IfTachar, by their aflronomical obfervation and ikili, 
calculated for the ufe of all IfraeL Hence, they are 
reprefeflted in the blcfEng of Mofes as ealliag the peo- 
pie •' unto Mount Zion, where the temple was.** 
Thus, we fe^c every tribe had fome feparate and dif- 
tinft province, fome peculiar benefit and privilege, 
that in the commonwealth of Ifrael,. as iii the natural 
body, there might be no fchifm, nor the hand be able 
to fay to the eye or to the foot, *' I have no need of 
thee/' 

Mofcs advances to the tents of Gad with thefe words 
upon his tonffue. " BlefTed be he that enlargeth 
Gad : he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with 
the crown of the head. And he provided the firfl 
part for himfelf, beeaufe there ifi a portion of the 
law-giver was he feated : and he came with the heads 
of the people, he executed the juftice of the Lord, and 
his judgments with Ifrael." t The enlargement of 
Gad may refer to his inheritance, which God hereby 
promifed to extend, as he did that of Ifrael in general. 
** I will enlarge thy border ;** or it may be underftood 
of his perfon, and will Chen imply deliverance out 
of trouble, in which fenfe the word is ufed Pfal: 

iv. 
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Jv. I. "Thou Ittft enlarged me when I vas in 
(diftrefs." If fo, the >vQrds of Mofes refer to tbt 
troubles of Gad, propbefied of by his dying father, and 
the hiftory of the deliyenuice and enlargement of that 
tribje, from the hands of their enemies, by' Jephth^ 
the Oiieadite. Wc read of Gadites in David's time, 
who were *' mighty men of valour,'* whofe feces were 
Kkc the *^ feces of lions/' ajid were " as fwift as the 
roes upon the mountains." Hence he is faid '' to 
dwell as a Hon, and to tear the arm with the crown of 
the head}*' the emblems of fovereignty and ftrength, 
intimating that none feould be fo high or powerful^ 
but the might of Gad fliould bring hini d<>wn. The 
t)lefling in the 21 ft vcrfe plainly refers to the provifion 
already made for this tribe in conjundion with Reu- 
ben, and the half tribe of Massefeh, in the kingdoms 
of Og and Sibon. ** And he provided the firft part 
for bimfelf, becaufe there in a portion of the law-giv- 
er was he feated : and he came wijth the heads of the 
people, he exectrted the juftice of the Lord, and his 
judgments with HraeL"* 

The younger children of a numerous femily, are 
to a ftranger fo many uninterefting, infignificant 
names; ; they have a mere femily likeneifs, they fpeed* 
ily becomi? undiftinguifhable, we miftake the one for 
0e^ther. It is not fo with the parents ; they have 
diflinguiihing marks^ far each,they have a particular aff 
feflion for evpy one ; they hajve fomcthing to fay to, 
to fay of, evefpg^Ct Thus Dan and Naphtali and Aiher 
are to us fo mapy words without a meaning ; but in 
the eyes of Mofes all have a fpecial importance, each 
particular bleffing has a fpeciai meaning, and the tail 
IS not the leaft in his afie&ion. But as ftraugers we pafs 
by the reft, and diftinft ideas of only two or three of 
judah and Levi, and Benjamin and Jofeph, cleave to 
our memory ; thefe we would know among ten thou- 
Ijfind, thefe we can never forget. 

yft muft now fuppofe Mofes to have finilhed his 

round, 
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round, to have returned to his place ; and, clofing 
the folemn fcene with taking a general furvey of the 
•whole, he rifes from the goodly tents of Ifrael, to the 
contemplation and acknowledgment of IfraePs God, I 
and he finally defifts from fpeaking and a£ting, in 
rapturous adtniration of Him in whom he lived, mov- 
ed and breathed ; he begins heaven on earth, by pour-, 
ing out his foul in the bofom of the God of heaven 
and earth. ** There is none like unto the God of 
Jefliurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
and in his excellency on the Iky. The eternal God 
is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlafUng arms : 
and he (hall thruft out the enemy from before thee, 
and fhall fay, Deftroy them. Ifrael then fliall dwell in 
fafety alone ; the fountain of Jacob fhall be upon a 
land of corn and wine, alfo his heavens fhall drop 
down dew. Happy art thou, O Ifrael, who is like 
unto thee, O people, faved by the Lord, the fhield of 
thy help, and who is the fword of thy excellency ! 
and thine enemies fhall be found liars unto thee, and 
thou fhalt tread upon their high places."* 

— ^Mofes pronounced a blefung which he could not 
bellow, which has long ago fpent itfelf, the effcSts of 
which are no longer vifible. Chrifl led but his difci- 
pies as far as to Bethany : ^^ and he lifted up his 
hands, and bleflfed them."t He pronounced a Hbflf- 
ing in his power to confer, which has not fpent its 
force, which reaches into eternity : *' Go ye and 
teach all nations, baptizing them m^l^name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofl ; 
teaching them to obferve all things whatfoever I have 
commanded you. And lo, lam with you always, 
even unto the end of the world." J Heaven and 
earth fhall pafs away, but his word fhall not pafs away, 
till all be folfiiled. " He ever liveth to make inter- 
ceffion for us." ** All power is given unto him in 
heaven and in earth." What are the kingdoms of 

this 
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this world, and the glory of them ? What is now the 
land which once flowed with milk and honey ? Where 
are now *^ the ten thoufands of Ephraim, and the 
thoufands of Manafleh ?" The blcffing even of Jo- 
feph has failed, and the beauty of Mount Ephraim is 
no more. But we receive from our greater prophet 
^^ a kingdom which cannot be moved : an inheritance 
incorruptible, undeiiled, and which fadeth not away/' 
His benedidion embraces a globe ; extends from gen- 
eration to generation ; unites his fecond to his firit 
coming ; expands a new creation, ^^ new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteoufncfs ;" exalts 
guilty, fallen men to the dignity of the fons of God. 
Let him blefs me, and I mall be bleiTed. Lord, lift 
thou upon me the light of thy countenance, and I fhall 
be faved ; breathe upon me, and I Ihall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

— ^Thc bteiling of Mofes implied fucceffion and 
change, contention and triumph ; exhibited the 
** confufed noife of the warrior, and garments rolled 
in blood,'' the exaltation of one on the depreilion of 
another : the blefling of Chrifl: prefents {lability and 
permanency, harmony and peace, equality and acqui* 
efcence ; exhibits only the noble contention of gen- 
erous and affectionate fpirits, the triumphs of benevo- 
lence ; the fpirit of adoption burfting from every lip, 
Abba^ Father ; the fpirit of brotherly love glowing in 
every bofom, tuning the tongue to the laiy of kind- 
nefs, beamiiMgl^m the eye in looks of tendernefs. 
A greater thln^ofes is with us : we " are not under 
the law, but uiider grace.** 
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DEUTEROKOMY XXXIV. I 6. 

j4nd Mofei iveftt up from tf/e plains af MoahufU^ fh^ 
mGuntqin of Nebo^ to the top if Pifgah^ that is tfnyet 
againfl Jerichoi And the Lord Jhewed him alt the 
land of Gilead^ uftto DOn, and all Naphtalij and the 
land of Ephraisn, and ManaJTeb^^nd all the land of 
Judah unto the utmojlfedy dnd the fouth^ and the plain 
tfthe valley of yericho^ the eitj if palm4rees^ unto Zo^ 
ar. And the Lord faid tmto him^ This is the land 
tuhieh Iftvare unto Abraham^ unto ^kae^ And ut^o ^^* 
coby faying^ I toill give it unto thy feed : I have cemfed 
thee to fee it with thine eyes^ but thoufbalt not go '&ver 
thither. So Mofes the fervant of the Lord died there 
hi the land of Moab^ according to the wotd tf the Lord* 
And he buried him in a valley in iie^nd if Moab^ 
over againfl Beth^Peor: but no manknowetb ofbi^ 
fepulchre unto this day. 

W^HEN ftrangers accidentally meet to perfonn to* 
gether the fame voyage or journey, they arc apt, at 
firil, to regard each other with looks oi caution and 
diftruft ; they converfe fparingly, and with refenre ; 
they conceal their views and purpofes in their own 
breafts ; they attempt to dive into the chara&ers and 
dcfigns of their fellow-travellers. By degrees this 

fufpidous 
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fufpiciotis caudoufnefs wears oflP; it bccoitles'theif 
mutual defire and endeavour to pleafe and oblige, they 
feel themfclves united by a common intereft, their 
communications become frequent and free, they dif- 
cover all that is in their hearts, they take a Idnd con-» 
cern in each other's future fortunes, they exchange 
tokens of afteSion, they devife the means of coming 
together again, and part at length vith regret. Wa 
feem, my brethren, to have been travelling through a 
vaft country ; we feem to have been conveffing with 
men of a different age and region ; we have contem* 
plated many a fair profpetl, we have marked many 
fuccefSve changes, and, at the end of another ftagc or 
two, we muft feparate, and bid each other fareweL 
Like men acquainted and friendly, who know each 
other's meaning, and wifh each other's happinefs, we 
look back to our common pilgrimage with fomc de-« 
gree of fatisfadion^ and forward, I truft, with feme 
degree of defire to meet together again. The niutu-* 
al token which, in the mean time, we ihall carry with 
us to flir up otur minds by way of remembrance, is 
one that touches the heart by more than one fpring, 
the memory of a dear and cltimable common friend, 
who has contributed much to our pleafure and im« 
provement^ who was lovely and plealant in life, and in 
death fills the foul with admiraticn and regret ; but 
whom w« have the felicity of confidering as having 
only preceded us a little in a journey, on which we 
too have already entered^ and the end of which wili 
bring us to the fame home with him. 

The pen has now dropt from the hand of Mofea^ 
and filent is his tongue ; and another, not himfelf, 
muft tell us what ke is^ and how be died. £verr 
fcene in the life of this illuftrious man is fingular, and 
inilradive as fmgular ; and his latter end is not the 
ieaft interdling and ufeful. He had now completed 
his one hundred and twentieth year, without hatisk^ 
becx»ne fubje& to the o&ial tnfirmities of that advanc- 
ed age. It is one thing to live long, and another id 
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be old. We frequently fee old age commenced by 
many woful fymptoms, long before the man has begun 
to live at all : and we fometimes fee the wifdom and 
piety of grey hairs giving luflre to the bloom of youth^ 
and tempering the vivacity of the morning of life. 
We wifh to live long, but we weakly affociate what 
never met, except in Mofes and a favoured few like 
him, perfeQ: foundnefs of faculties and the capacity 
of enjoying life, united to length of days and richnefs 
of experience. We wifh to live long, but fail to re- 
fleft on dimnefs of eyes, decay of memory, wafting of 
ftrength, \oi& of appetite, the negled or unkindnefs of 
friends, and the other concomitants of that forlorn 
period. We wifh to live long, but if the days come 
we find them evil ; when thele wiflied-for years draw 
nigh we are conftrained to acknowledge *' we have no 
pleafure in them.** The few, the very few exceptions 
the hiftory of mankind furnilhes, from the general 
rule, ferve only the more grievoufly to confirm it. 
Happy would it be for old men, however, happy for 
themfelves, and moft happy for others, though they 
cannot retain at pleafure the clear-fightedneifs and 
vigour of Mofes, did they cultivate as they ought, and 
acquire as they might, fomething of his meekaefe and 
gentlenefs and condefcenfion ; they would not have, 
ftich frequent reafon to complain of the petulance^ 
felf-fufficiency and prefumption of young men, if they 
themfelves would learn to be lefs peevifli, and obfti- 
nate, and overbearing. For, bad as the world is, age 
will obtain refpeft, unlefs it take pains to provoke in- 
fult and difrefpedt. 

The death of Mofes, then, was not in the ordinary 
courfa of nature, it was not preceded by its xifusd 
harbingers, it was not occafioned by a failure of the 
radical moifture, by the Itxoke of violence, or the ma- 
Jignity of difeafe, but by a fimple ad of the will of 
God. Wherefore, then, ^* (hould it be thought -a 
thing incredible that God fhould raife the dead?*^ 
When we fee the antediluvian patriarchs living; to one 
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thoufand years, the eye of Mofes, at one hundred and 
twenty, not dim, nor his natural force abated, and 
** Chrift, the firft fruits/* burfting afunder the bars of 
the grave ; have we not fo many concurring prefump- 
tions and proofs of immortality and the r^efurre^ion. 
And what tnuft be the angelic beauty, the celeilial 
vigour^ the undecaying luftre and glory of bodies 
** fafhioned like to Chrift's glorious body," when we 
fee the face of Mofes ihine, that it could not be fled- 
faftly looked at, and preferving to life's extremity 
the morning dew of youth ? The honour put on Mo- 
fes was rare and lingular, but the glory to be reveal- 
ed is a bleflednefs of which all the redeemed of the 
Lord (hail partake^ 

When the fummons arrived for Aaron to prepare 
for death, Mofes, his brother, and Eleazer, his fon and 
fucceflbr, were commanded to afcend the mountain 
with him, and to alfift in the folemnities of the awful 
change : but Mofes advances alone to meet death, to 
meet his God. The holy veftments, with the office 
to which they appertained, defcended from father to 
ion, and were at length done away altogether and 
loft ; but the moral and fpiritual parts of the difpen- 
fation never waxed old, could not fee corruption, but 
like God, their author, were unchangeable ; and like 
Mofes, by whom they were delivered to the world, 
unenfeebled by length of time, continued till Chrift, 
the reftorer of all things, interwove them with the tif- 
fue of the gofpel, and conferred immortaUty upon 
them. 

— ^We muft now- look back to the fentence of 
death pronounced againft Mofes, and to the crime 
which provoked the irreverfxble doom : '* And the 
Lord fpake untp Mofes that felf-fame day, faying. 
Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto Mount 
Kebo, which h in the land of Moab, that is over 
againft Jericho f and behold the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Ifrael for a poffef- 
iion, and die in the mount whither thou goeft up ; 
Voi.V, K and 
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and be gathered unto thy people j as Axron thy brotir^ 
ct died in Mount Hor, and was gathered unto hi» 
people : becanfe ye trefpaffed agai nft me among the 
children of Jfraekat the waters of Meribah-kad^, in 
the wiMetnefs of Zin ; becactfe ye &n£Ufied me not in 
the midft of the children of IfraeL Yet thou (halt fee 
the land before thee j but thou ftiak not go thither 
unto the IsHid which I give the children (rflfrael/** 
Here many things concur to furprife and inftrud us. 
The offence of Mofes feems a venial one ; he erred 
merely through haftinefs of fpirit ; and had be not good 
caufe to be angry ? He was not often fo overtaken, he 
quickly repented, an-d recovered tranqmHity and felf- 
government again. He repeatedly attempted to foften 
juftice by fubmiffion and entreaty ; he afked for nothing 
unreafonable or abftird : he wifhed merely to he 
a wftnd^ of the divine bounty, truth and faithful* 
iifefs ; infinitely greater offenders had at his entreaty 
been forgiven and reftored. But juftice relented not, 
Mofes for one offence muft die ; the grace which he 
often obtained for otiiers is to himfelf denied. Let 
the wretch loaded with a thoufand crimes black as 
hell, and malignant as the fpirit that reigns in the 
children of difobedience, think of this and tremble. 
That " fool makes a mock of fin/* " Father, forgive 
him, he knows not what he does." One tranfgref- 
fion excluded Mofes from Canaan ; and with fo many 
imperfedlions on his head, loaded with fo manv crimoa 
of a nature fo vile and atrocious, can he thinl of en- 
tering into the kingdom of heaven ? When we fee 
fugh inflexible and unrelenting feverity purfuing the 
deareft and moft diftinguifhed of God^s children, who 
ftrall dare to think or to call any fin a little one? 
Who fhall prefume on mercy, who ftalt dream of 
wafhing away his guilt by the tears of penitence, who 
fhall' harden himfelf againft God and hope to prof- 
per ? The great crime in the fight of God is, giv- 
ing that glory to aiiother which belongeth to him* 

For 
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For this Mofes died ^rithout remedy, from the confe- 
qdeKice of this he could not efcape, though he fought 
it carefully^ and with tears. 

The character of Mofes comes near to perfe£lion, 
but it is not fauttlefs ; he too, with the guiltiejiy (lands 
in need of pardon and sttonement ; and when ^* right- 
eoufnefs is laid to the line and judgment to the plum- 
met/' his life muft pay the forfeit. Mofes therefore 
could not be a faviour to others ; had his condud 
been perfedly pufe, it had been ffiU but the right- 
toufnefs of a man, it could but have delivered his 
own foul, it could have merited nothing at the hands 
of a holy God. In order to conftitute a faviour for 
the guilty, to unfpotted purity of moral charader 
xhuft be fupferadded divinity of nature, to give efficacy 
and vii'tue to fuffering, and value to the (bedding of 
blood. Thug the law made nothing perfeft, but the 
bringing in 0/ a better hope did ; " and what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the ftefh, 
God fenrfiAg his own Son in the likenefs of (inful 
fle(h, and for fin, condemned fin in the fle(h."* We 
fiee to thee, bkffed Jefus, to cover us in the day of 
wrath ; thy blood cleanfeth from all fin ; by the 
deeds of the law we eaiiiiot be juftified, we look for 
redertiption from the curfe, through thy meritoriousr 
death and righteoufnefs, " for the forgivenefs of all 
eur fins, according to the riches of thy grace." 

But though death was to Mofes a mark of the di- 
vine difpieafure, and the puniihment of fin ; like alt 
the chaftenings of fatherly wifdom, like all i]2^^pun« 
ilhmentJs of Heaven, it was in the i0ue, and upon, die 
whole, a real benefit, it was unfpeakably greaW^in : 
it relieved him of a burthen fometimes ready to pirove 
intolerable, it introduced him to communion with 
God more intimate and endearing than ever he had 
hitherto enjoyed ; it placed him among the fpirits of 
juft men made perfeft. Mofes died in fight of the 
promifed land, was permitted to meafure it with his 
K 2 eye, 
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fo divine, Mofes gently falls afleep : aad he who ftUi 
afleep in the bofom of a father, needs be under no 
anxiety about his awakening* ^^ So Mofes the fcTr 
vant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord."* BSoies dlied 
with Canaan full in view, enjoying every thing bat 
polTeffion ; and the utmoft tbait bis difpeniation can do, 
is to afcertain the exiftence of the heavenly country ; 
to defcribe its boundaries, nature and fituadon ; to 
condud to its limits, and to put us under the conduct 
of the great Captain of falvation. 

When we fee the prophet of the law fo far from 
having power to introduce others into their promiied 
reft, that he himfelf could not enter in becauf^ of un- 
belief ; we are admoni(hed to court the protedion 
and ailiftance of a more potent arm ; to cleave to Him, 
who, by dying, has overcome death, and Him who 
has the power of death ; ^^ who openeth and no mafi 
fhutteth, and ihutteth and ao man openeth/'. 

But oh, what a bleiTed tranlition ! from the faireft 
earthly profped that eye ever beheld, to the enjoy- 
ment of a fairer inheritance, eternal in the heavens $ 
from the tents of Jacob, to the encampment of angels 
under Michael their prince ; from a glory confined 
and tranfitory, to glory unbounded, unchangeable ; 
from the fymbol of the divine prefence, in a pillu 
of fire and cloud, to his real prefence, where there 
is " fulnefs of joy,** and where " there are pleafures 
for evermore ;*'t to fee him as he is, and to be tranf- 
formed into the fame image from glory to glory. 
Behold Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, ruflung from 
their thrones to welcome to the realpis of light the 
fhepherd of Ifrael, who had led the chofen feed from 
ftrength to ftrength, from triumph to triumph, while 
the voice of the Eternal himfelf proclaims, f^ We)i 
done, good and faithful fervant, enter into die joy of 
thy Lord/' 

But 
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But vfe muft deTcend from this excoadiag hjgii 
mountain, and iiuiuir^ aft^r th€ breathl€& clay of tfae 
Servant of the Lord. It is precious m the fight of 
God ; not a particle of it ihall be loft in the gmve, 
and it (hall be railed up at the laft day. In every 
other inilance he leaves the dead to bury their dead i 
but he charges himfelf with the body ot Mofes, per^ 
£>rms himfelf the rites of fepulture, conveys it by the 
miniftration of angels, from the top of Nebo to a 
tomb of his own providing, ^^ in a valley in the land 
of Moab, over againft Beth-peor : but no man know- 
eth of his fepulchre unto this day."* 

The reafoa commonly af&gned for concealing the 
place where Mofes wa£ interred, was to prevent a 
fuperftitious ufe of his tomb and relics, which a pea- 
pie fo prone to idolatry might readily have adopted), 
.and with as good a colour of realbn at leaft as the votar 
ries of any hero, prince or faint that ever was deified, 
couid ever allege for their condu^. The fcrlpture faitb 
exprefsly, that, at the time this conclufionof the bool^ 
of Deuteronomy was writteso^ whether by Jofhua, his 
immediate fucceflbr, by Samuel^ three hundred and 
fifty years afterwards, or by Es^a, after the diflblutioi^ 
of the monarchy, and the Babylonifli captivity, thai: 
then the place of Mofes's burial was unknown to 
any man, and had been io from the beginning ; and 
yet fuch is the wickednefs of impofture on the one 
hand, and the fondnefs of credulity on the other, that 
fo late as the year of our Lord 1655^ a pretended dif»- 
covery of the fpot was made, aod attempted to be im- 
pofed upon the world. 

The outlines of the ftory are as follows : " Certain 
fiiepherds who were feeding their goats on the moun- 
tains of Nebo and Abaiim, obferved that ibme of their 
charge were in ufe to dilappear, and were abfent for 
feveral days together ; and that upon their return to 
the j9ock, their hair was perfumed with ibmething thaft 
imelled extremely fweet. This excited their curiofity, 

and 
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and 46termiiEidd them to inveftigate the affair with the 
utnaofi accuracy. They accordingly traced their 
goats, and were led by them through rugged and 
rocky places to a little vale, where, upon examination^ 
they difcovered a kind of cave, out of which proceed*- 
ed a very agreeable ifmell, refembling that which the 
goats conveyed on their fleeces, and had f|rft fuggefted 
the inquiry. In the middle of the cave they found 
a tomb of ftone, on which certain charaders were en- 
graven, which, being illiterate, they could not decy- 
ipher ; but they foon perceived that the fweet fmell 
was communicated to their perfons and g^ments. 
Upon this they went immediately to Mataxat, patri- 
arch of the Maronites, who refided at the monaftery 
of St. Mary, on Mount Lebanon, and related to him 
the particulars of their difcovery. The fragrance 
that ftill adhered to their clothes confirmipg their teP- 
timony, he fent two of his monks with them ; one of 
them, a man of profound erudition, named Aben- 
•tjfeph, who found, in the place pointed out to tjiem, 
a monument infcribed with thefe words in Hebrew^ 
Moses THE Servant op the Lord. The patri* 
arch, tranfported with joy at a difcovery fo marvel- • 
ious, befought M^r^, I^cha of Damafcus, to confti* 
tute him fole guardian of the fepulchre. But the 
Greeks and Arminians, as well as the Frandfcan fri- 
ars, and after them the Jews, violently oppofed it, 
and, unable to agree, tried by dint of intereft at court, 
by prefents to the Mufti and Grand Vifler, to appro^ 
priate each to themfelves the fuperintendence of this 
tomb, which they equally believed to be that of Mol 
fes, and which the Jews, ^ith peculiar eameftnefs, in<- 
lifted muft belong to them. They reprefented that, 
among all the poiieflions of .the Grand Signor, none 
could be more valuable and illuftrious than the prop- 
erty of three fepulchres fo renowned as that of Ma- 
homet at Mecca, of Jefus Gbrift at Jerufalem, and of 
Mofes in Mount Nebo. But the Jefuits had the ad* 
drefs, by prefents happily applied, to defeat the claims 

' ' '■' of 
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of all thefe pretenders^ and to obtain an order for 
(hutting up the fepulchrc, and obftrufting the road 
that led to it ; nay, for prohibiting all accefs to it, 
under pain of death. They were meanwhile forming 
a deiign of fecretly conveying off the body of Mofes, 
which they flattered*themfelves would prove a confid- 
erable accef&on of refpeftability, and a new fource of 
wealth to th^ir order. Having, however, with much 
difEculty and danger, penetrated into the fepulchre^ 
it was found entirely empty ; no body, no relics ap- 
peared." ^ Thefe pleafing chimeras vaniflied almofl 
as foon as formed ; for a learned Rabbin proved that 
the perfon interred in this tomb, was not the ancient 
legiflator of the Hebrews, but a modern Jew of the 
fame name. 

The facred hiftory fays, that Mofes died the fortieth 
year after the deliverance from Egypt, and the mofl 
part of the Jewifli writers fix the day of his death tq 
the feventh day of the laft month of that year, or the 
month Adar ; and our learned and pious countryman, 
archbifliop Uiher, calculates it to have happened on 
the firft day of the fame month* 

There is a paffage in the New Teftament which re^ 
fers to this event, and which has greatly exercifed the 
labour and ingenuity of critics and commentators : it 
is in the general epiftle of Jude, where that difciple, in 
reproving the rs^nefs and licentioufnefs of certain 
heretics, ^^ who defpife dominion, and fpeak evil of 
dignities,** quotes an example of very high authority, 
as condemning the praftice : ** Yet," fays he, " Mi- 
phael the arch-angel, when, contending with the devil,^ 
he difputed about the body of Mofes, durft not bring 
againil him a railing accufation, but faid. The Lord re-i 
buke thee.'*t 

Now, as many queftions almofl as words have been 
ftarted on this fubjed : what is an arch-angel j and 
who is Michael ? How came the body of Mofes Co be 

a ground 
* H©fniu8., Secul. XVII. Art. XXILU. p. 536. 
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a ground of controverfy between him tnd the devU^ 
what were they feverally aiming at, and what was the 
iffue of their quarrel ? What authority ri^flrained Mi- 
chael from prefemng a railing acculatioik againft him, 
how his condud comes to be adduced as a pattern of 
felf'government, and a reproof of the vices of the 
tongue ? And from what fource did Jude derive hig 
knowledge of this tranfadion ? The very mention of 
fo many, fome of them, on the firft glance, unimpor* 
tant queftions, will, I doubt not, check curiofity stlto* 
gather, indead of exciting it. It is evident, that the 
death and burial of Mofes interefted heaven and earth 
and hell ; that many hiitorical fa£ts of great moment 
are purpofely left unrecorded ; that many difcoveries 
are referved for that great and notable day of the 
Lord, when God fhall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every fecret thing, whether it be good or 
evil ; that it becomes not us to be wile above what is 
written, but to reft in hope, that ^ what we know not 
now, we ihall know hereafter." This much we know, 
that, about fifteen hundred years after, Mofes appear*- 
ed in glory (*^ whether in the body I cannot tell, or 
whether out of the body I cannot tell, God knowcth") 
to do homage to his Saviour on the mount of tranf- 
figuration, and to lay his glory at the feet of him in 
whofe light he fhone ; and we know " the hour is 
coming when all who are in the graves (hall hear his 
voice, and fhall come forth, they that have done 
good, unto the refurredion of life, and they that 
have done evil, unto the refurre£iion of damnation/'* 
Such was the latter end of, •' take him for all in 
all,'* the greateft mere man that ever exifled. But 
I check myfelf. It is impoiUble to do any thing like 
juftice to fuch a charadler in a few moments difcourfe : 
you will indulge ms with another hearing on this 
fubjeft ; I mean, to preach a funeral fermon : the only 
one I ever undertook without pain, over a charader 
and a memory to which no eloquence can rife, no detail 

do 
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do juftice ; in celebrating which, praife cannot degen- 
erate into panegyric, nor the preacher be fufpefted of 
adulation. 

Mofes died in the year of the world two thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-three, — before Chrift one thou- 
fand four hundred and fifty, — after the flood eight 
hundred and ninety-feven. The moft ancient and 
authentic of hiftorians, the moft penetrating, dignifi- 
ed, and illuminated of prophets, the profoundeft, fag- 
eft of legiflators, the prince of orators and poets, the 
moft excellent and amiable of men, the firmeft and 
feithfulleft of believers. ** Whether we live, let us 
live unto the Lord," that when we die wc may ** die 
in the Lord }" that " living and dying we may be the 
Urd'*/' 
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LECTURE XII, 

DEUTERONOMY XXxiv^ IO^-I2. 

jlnd there arofe not a prophet fince in Ifrael lih wOq 
Mo/esj iphom the Lord knew face to face : in all the 
Jigns and the wonders which the Lordfent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all hisfervantSy 
and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in 
all the great terror which Mofes fbewed in tbejight of 
all Ifrael^ 

1 HERE is in mankind a good-natured difpofitionto 
fpare the dead. Without very high provocation in- 
deed, who could think of d^fturbing the peace and fi- 
lence of the grave, and of dragging again before the 
tribunal of man thofe who have already undergone the 
more awful judgment of a righteous God ? 

But this generofity does not always proceed from 
pure benevolence. The dead no longer fland in our 
way ; they are no longer our rivals in the purfuits of 
fame or of fortune. We can here earn the praife of 
magnanimity, without any danger of fuffering in the 
interefts of our reputation, our confequence, our felf* 
love. From whatever fource this lenity and forbear- 
ance proceed, we would not be thought altogether to 
condemn them ', but good-nature in this, as in a few 
^hfsr cafes, is apt fometimes to be carried too far. 
Through fear of being thought fevere to thofe who 

have 
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have no po^er to defend themfclves, extravagant and 
Unmerited commendation has been often laviihed on 
the worthlefs and the Tvicked« I will cheerfully en- 
gage not to violate the aihes of the dead by unjull cen<^ 
lure, nor even by merited inventive j but I muft not 
be forced, on the other hand, to commemorate vir- 
tues that were never praftifed ; to bring to light worth 
that never exifted, except in the tropes of a funeral 
oration ; to reprefent as right, what God, and truth, 
and reafon pronounce to be wrong. My tongue fhall 
be filent as the grave over the memory of the proud- 
eft, moft felfiOi, hard-hearted, unkind, uncomplying 
ts^retch that ever lived j but I muft not be called in to 
proftitute my confcience by celebrating his humility^ 
generofity, compaifion, or fweetnefs of temper. I 
would corredt the common adage a little, and then 
give it all the currency in my power. Inftead of ren- 
dering it^ " of the dead fay that only which is good^^ 
I would ttanflate it, ^^ of the dead fay that only 
which is trwei^ 

Indeed, the beft thing that can befal moft men, 
when they die, is to be forgotten as foon as poflible. 
Few, very few charadters are fuch as not to fuffer by 
handling ; and there is great danger of roufing and 
provoking {lumbering refentments againft our depart- 
ed friends, by an officious zeal to trumpet their praife, 
and difplay their good qualities. The praife beftow- 
ed on the dead is generally contemptible adulation to 
the living j adulation, vilely beftowing the rewards of 
piety and goodnefs on mere greatnefs or affluence, 
and thereby ftrengthening the hands of vice, by lulling 
the confcience to reft, and deceiving men into the be- 
lief, that a good name may be purchafed without pof- 
feffing a fpark of virtue. 

The liturgy of our eftabliflied church, in how many 
other refpeds foever ufeful and excellent, is here 
faulty, and certainly does mifchief. The funeral fer- 
vice, one of the nobleft, becaufe one of the moft fcrip- 
tural parts of it, with indifcriminating charity difpenfcs 

the 
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fhe kingdom of beflVed to tb^ erU dUd the gti(^ fo^ 
" him that fweareih as to him who feareth an oath/' 
The wretch whofe whole life has been a notorious 
violation of every law human and divine, who grew 
old in hatred and contempt of the gofpel, falls afieep* 
in the " fure and certain •hope of a refurreftioil fa 
eternal life/' What is this but to encourage men fO' 
continue in fm, that grace may abound ; to Uve profli- 
gates, and yet hope tp die in peace ? 

Happily, the charafter we ate this evening to bring 
under your review will ftand the teft of the ftri&eS 
examination, will fhine with fuperior luftre from being 
touched and retouched, will difcover new excellencies 
on every inveftigation, will furnifti to the humble, thd 
penitent, and the believing, perpetual ground of in- 
ftruftion and confolation^ After a courfe of more 
than fourfcore Ledlures oft the life, character, aftd 
writings of Mofes, it niay perhaps be thought foper- 
fluous^ to employ the whole of another difcourfc in 
attempting to elucidate his charader, to recommend 
his example, to embalm his memory. But it i« this 
very circumftance which determined me to attenfipt ^ 
delineation of this wonderful roAti^i portrait, to re- 
queft that you would join me vsi meditating a few mo>« 
ments over one who has been honoured of God, to do 
more, in order to pleafe and inftrud mankind, than 
any mere man that ever exifted. To fay truth,* I con- 
fider the perfon of Mofes as a pledge of affeftion be- 
tween you and myfelf* He brought us^ together a< 
firft, and he has kept us togetbei^ a confiderable pare 
of thefe three years paft y to part with him aild bis^ 
writings feems a kind of prefentiment of our final dif- 
folution likewife ; and, in lofing him, I feel as if I 
were lofing a thoufand friends at a flroke. But let u^ 
fpeak and think of Mofes, not of ourfelves. 

It is impoilible to think of Mofes without firft think- 
ing of " his Father and our Father, of his God and 
our God.*' To be a chofen inftrument in the hand 
of Heaven to carry on the plan^ of Providence, to 

promote 
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promote the wifdom and the happinefs of mankind, is 
man's higheft glory ; as it is his trueft felicity X.6 do 
this voluntarily and from the heart, as an obedient^ 
zealous, and cheerful fellow- worker with God. Now^ 
Mofes poflefied this diftin£kion and felicity in a very 
eminent degree. God raifed up Pharaoh " in very 
deed for this caufe, to ihew in him his power, that his 
great name might be declared throughout all the 
earth ;** and Pharaoh, unhappily for himfelf, accomi- 
plifhed the defigns of Heaven, by his pride, obftinacy 
and rebellion. God called " Cyrus his anointed, by 
name, and fumamed him ^who had not ki^own him^ 
for Jacob his fervant's fake, and Ifrad his eledi.*' 
Nebuchadnez2ar he employed as the rod of his anger 
to chaftife a difobedient and gainfaying people, and 
then broke it in pieces and daihed it to the ground* 
Thefe, and many others, (land upon record, as exe- 
cuting the will of the Eternal without their own con* 
fcioufnefs or intention, nay, totally againft it ; but 
Mofes had the rare felicity of engaging in one of the 
moil generous purpofes which can animate a human 
bread, knowing it to be, at the fame time, the lead* 
ing, commanding purpofe of God himfelf* Every 
ftep he moved was ftipported by the enlivening reflec- 
tion, that every ftep he moved was executing the de- 
crees of the Almighty, and promoting the relief and 
falvation of his wretched countrymen. How delight- 
ful the progrefs, when duty and inclination go hand 
in hand 1 

The circumftances in which God railed up Mofes 
mark him peculiarly as his own. Every thing con- 
curred to prove, that here " the arm of the Lord was 
revealed.*' Another king had arifen, " who knew 
not Jofeph,'* the hope of Ifrael feemed to be perifh- 
ing ; Egypt was alarmed with exped:ation, or rather 
apprehenfion, of the appearance of this wonderful 
child ; Ifrael was awakened to expectation, but aban- 
doned it in defpair. To reach the life of one, ten 
thoufand innocents periih by the fword. Buc,^s if in 

defiance^ 
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defiance of the precautions of human wifdom, Mofes 
is born in the very rage of that perfecution 'which 
threatened his life: The daughter of Pharaoh becomes 
liis proteftor^ and Egyptian Magi vie with each other 
in rearing that geiiius, whofe afcendant threatened the 
downfall of their country; and Mofes is become 
great, before the world apprehends that it is he by 
li^hofe hand God would delirer his people from 
bondage. 

This brihgs us forward to the period when his per- 
fonal charader began plainly to unfold itfelf; audit 
difcovers to us a mind fuperior to every mean, every 
felfifh gratification. Men love to adopt the caufe that 
prevails j and the caufe of Ifrael was at that time low 
indeed. At a certain period of life paifion bears un^ 
limited fway. At forty, the calls of ambition and 
pride are loudeft j and they who are themfelves at eaftf 
are little difpofed to embark in the miferies of others^ 
But in Mofes behold a man, not funk into poverty 
violently obtruded upon him, but poverty deliberate* 
ly chofen ; a man of forty relinquifliing, without re* 
ludance or regret, the pleafures, riches and honours 
of a court j and exchanging them for the labour and 
oppreffion of an Ifraelitilh flave, and glorying in the 
reproachful name of Hebrew, much more than in that 
of '* the fon of Pharaoh's daughter. Behold the 
manly indignation of a noble fpirit haftening to avenge 
wretchednefs and depreflion of infolence and cruelty, 
and in the punifliment of one opprefTor exhibiting an 
anticipated view of that great deliverance which, in 
procefs of time, God was by him to work in behalf of 
4 whole people. 

Th« fame fpirit which beheld Egyptian oppreflioa 
with juft refentment, beheld difcord among brethren 
with' godly forrow and regret. He boldly expofed hit 
life to repel theTone ; in the fpirit of meeknefs he tri- 
ed to ixm the other ; and he very early experienced 
the un^cious, and ungrateful, and difcouraging re- 
quital of fervices the moft kindly intended ; the fad 

prelage 
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prefage of that life of mortification unparalleled, and 
moft unmerited, which he was afterwards called to en* 
dure. The infolent retort of an unkind brother 
awakened prudence, and put him for a feafon to flight ; 
for valour, as the cafe then flood, valour againft fuch 
fearful odds, could not have deferved the name of 
courage, but of raihnefs. 

Providence flill direds His path, and conduds him 
at once to ufefiilnefs and happinefs. It feem$ as if the 
all-wife Jehovah meant to difplay in Mofes an example 
of the great and of the petty virtues, the virtues of the 
man, of the citizen, and of the believer united ; and 
in none of his future exploits, perhaps, is he more 
amiable and more eftimable than in protecting the 
virgin daughters of Jethro from the violence of their 
rough and furly neighbours. Here we behold again 
on what delicate hinges the great God turns round 
the affairs of men. This piece of natural, honefl, com* 
mendable gallantry, introduces Mofes to the acquaint- 
ance of a prince, lays the foundation of an important 
alliance for life, and influences all his future fortunes^ 
and feelings, as a man. 

Hence we are conducted to the delicious, the calm^ 
the contemplative period of our hero's mortal exift- 
ence. We behold a Ample fhepherd tending a flock 
not his own, but enjoying tranquillity and content- 
ment ; fecluded from the fociety of men, but blefled 
with the vifions of the Almighty ; lofing himfelf in 
fweet oblivion of a buly, buftling world, awake only 
to the innocent joys or domeftic life, and the fublim- 
er pleafures of religion. It was in all probability in 
this delightful retreat, during this blefled interval of 
j^tirement from and unconnedednefs with what pafl"- 
ed on the great theatre, that, divinely taught, he fung 
** how the heavens and earth rofe out of chaos." ^It 
was then and there that the Divine Spirit difclofed to 
his aftoniflied, his enraptured eye, the years '^yond 
the flood, the fpring*feafon of nature, the 'filflttoian 
whom God created upon the earth, the amiablenefs of 
Vol. V. L pure 
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pure primeval innocence, the glories of paradife, tha 
unUmited bounty of indulgent Heaven. It vas then 
and there, tliat good Spirit put the pen into his hand, 
to trace that facrcd record^ which has defcended to 
us foF our delight and inftrudion, and which fliall re^ 
main, till time expire, the wonder, the monitor, the 
guide* of inankind unto all manner of truth. 

What a happy period for the human race ! how 
happy for himfelf. Were the will of man to prevail, 
who would exchange fuch a retirement as this, fbs 
the noife and glare which captivates fools ? But men, 
iuch as Mofes, are not made for themfelves alone ; 
and ill would he have improved the bleffings of foli-^ 
^ tude, had he not learned in it, cheerfully to facrifice 
his own humour and= his own eafe to the work and gk>< 

't" ^y ^^ God* • ■ 

.jar* The time to favour Ifrael was now come^ and Mo-& 

fes muft think of privacy and felf^enjoyment no longer. 
By a vifion, fuch as mi^ht appal the boldeft, ipd en^ 
courage the moft fearful, he is remanded ta Egypt 
with a commiflion*, under the. feat of Heaven, to 
haughty Pharaoh, and he fears no- more the wrath of 
a king. 

Bat we have infenftbly deviated into the hiftory of 
Mofes, inftead of delineating hi^ charadcr. Are they 
not, however, one a»d the fame thing? To know 
what he was, we have but to confider what he faid, 
and how he a^ed. But how is it poffibk to cotnpsiby 
within the bounds of one dilcourfe, a detai) of forty ac^ 
tive, bufy years, from the day that God appearcid to 
him in a flame of fife in the bu(h^ to the day c^ hit 
afcending to th« top of Mount Nebo ft> die ? In gen* 
erat, they contain a difptay of atadoA every humail 
(hining virtue, brought forward to the eye, and im** 
preffed on the heart, by theii? moft lovely foil, iftod- 
efty, meeknefs and humility. What magnanimity ! 
united to what coolnefs and felf-government ! what 
firmn fs a^d intrepidity ! wha^ pati^ice and gentte« 
neis.! what confummate wifdom I what amiabte fim- 

plicity ! 



pUcity ! i& youth, m maturity, in old age ; m public 
sad in ^private life ; in every relation And condition; 
who is like him, who deferves to be ic^mpared with 
him ? In forming an idea 'of human excellence, Mofes 
prefeats himfelif immediately 'to my view ; it is no 
longer anidea, it is a delightful reality. 

Tbe more attentive part <>£ my hearers will obfervi 
that, to complete the i^ropoied plan of -this difcourfe, 
there is iliti wamtiiig the general leading idea of all 
tbefe difoiwurfes, the refembiance betweisti the (ypc and 
the pcrfon typified— the ^analogy of Mofes and Chrift, 
This I refer to another Lecboire ; and beg ieave tb 
fttbjoin, «s a proper fe<fuel to this, the following elo- 
ginm of Mo£bs, tranflated from the works i3f. ab ekj<* 
<juent critic of his writings** ; 

Ea-oGiuM iojf M-os^es* 

" This moft extraordinary perfonage was prcfenteii 
to the world in very fingular circumft«nces* He ap- 
peared at a period -of peculiar afflifticxi to his Jkindred 
and natiQ2|i ; and Divine Providence feems to hav^ 
raifed hiin up expref&Iy for the purpoie of exemplify* 
ing virtvies, which diftrefs and perfecution alone are 
calculated to place in the fairefi point of light. By a 
feries of miraculous events heeicaped, in infancy, the 
£cital ^fieds of a fanguinary decree, which doomed to 
dpath all'the male children of the Hebrews, from the 
livomb. And, what highly merits confid^xation, and 
.ierves ftrikingly to difplay the influence wKich Sove* 
reign. Wifdom exerciies over aU the affairs of men, he 
owed his prefervationi in a great mecdure, to perfons 
whofe intereft it was to have deftroyed him. Thefc 
yery perfons affifted in forming that fuperior genius^ 
and in cultivating thof^ wonderful talents, which, in 
time, qualified him tq, hp the deliverer of a nation 
which it wae their intention utterly to extirpate. 

La *' Scarcely 

. • DifcotHPS Hift. Critiques, &c. fur les Evenemens raemorables du 
ticux Teftiuneijt. par Jaquks Sauhin; Tome I. DifcounLXX, 
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^ Scarcely arrived at that ftage of Kfe when men 
begin to^ form plans for the remainder of their ex* 
iftence^ he feels himfelf called to determine between 
two objeds, fo incompatible in their nature, that the 
matureft judgment can with diificulty hold the balance 
even ; religion and worldly intereft. Under the ne- 
ceffity of making a choice fo difficult, he rife^ above 
his age, above his paflions, nay, in Tome fcnfe, above 
humanity, and nobly facrifices every worldly profpefk 
to religion. He refolves to partake in the miferies of 
an oppreflfed people, in order to fecure an intereft in 
the lavour or that God who is continually watching 
over his children, even when he feems to have aban* 
doned them to their perfecutors -, he values nothing 
in comparifon with that favour ; be prizes it infinitely 
more than that of a great king, nay, more than the 
profpeS itfelf of being heir to a throne and kingdom ; 
and, according to the expreffion of St. Paul, Ef' 
Ueinedthe reproach of Chriji greater riches than the treaf^ 
ures of Egypt:** 

" Not fatisfied with being a fpeftator and a partak- 
er of the mifery of his wretched brethren, he refolves 
to meet the torrent j and, of a witnefs, haftens to 
become the avenger of the tyranny under which they 
groaned. Obferving one of the mercilefs tools of op- 
preffion abufing an Ifraelite, he braves the rigour of all 
the laws of Egypt, kills the oppreflbr, delivers the 
fufferer, and, as we have faid in another place, per- 
forms an anticipated ad of the deliverer of his coujv- 

" Prudence conflrains him to withdraw from the 
danger which threatened the ftranger who dared to 
flied the blood of an Egyptian. He retires into the 
land of Midian, and there experiences repeated proofs 
of the care of that miraculous Providence which ac- 
companied him through the >Vhole courfe of a long 
life. Cut off from every opportunity of dlfplaying 
the qualities of the hero, he exhibits thofe of the 

philofopher. 
• Hcb. xi. 26. 
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philofopher. He employs the calmnefs of that re* 
treat in contemplating the divine perfections; or 
rather, in this delicious retirement it was, that he en* 
joyed the intimate communications of the Almighty, 
who ini'pired him, and appointed him to the high def« 
tination' of laying the . firft foundations of revealed 
religion, which was to fupply the defeds of that of 
nature, already clouded and disfigured by the preju- 
dices and the pafTions of mankind. He compofed th^ 
book of Genefis ; and thereby furnifhed the world 
with irrefiilible arms to combat idolatry. He attacks 
the two molt extravagant errors into which the hu- 
man race had fallen, the plurality of gods, and that 
which admits imperfedion in the Deity. To the one, 
and the other, he oppofes the dodrine of the unity of 
an all-perfed Being. 

*' That God, whofe exiftence and attributes he thus 

Subliihed, was pleafed to manifeft himfelf to him in 
fount Horeb, in a manner altogether Angular and 
miraculous. He confers on this chofen fervant, the 
glorious but formidable commiiHon, to take the field 
againft Pharaoh, to ftem the current of oppreffion, to 
attempt to mollify the tyrant ; and, if perfuafion failed, 
to employ force, to fupport arguments by prodigies, 
to exaft from all Egypt the expiation of thole barbar- 
ities which fhe had dared to exercife upon a people 
diftinguifhed as the objed of his tenderefl love, and 
of his mod illuftrious miracles. 

*'This appointment Mofes prefumes to decline; 
but from a fpirit of humility rather than of difobedi* 
ence. He could not conceive it poflible that, at the 
age of fourfcore, and labouring under a defed of 
fpeech, he cquid be the perfon qualified to addrefs a 
mighty prince, and overturn a whole kingdom. The 
appointment is a fecond time preifed upon him ; a 
fecond time he refufes it. At length, however, his 
reluftance is overcome ; and filled with that Spirit 
which animated him to the conflid, he enters on the 
career of glory which was prefeated to him, and his 

firft 
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firft viftory ig a viftbiy over himfelf. He tears him*, 
felf from the ddighte of the land' of Midian; he quits 
the houfe of a* father-inJaw^ by whom he was moft 
tenderly beloved^ to encounter a hofl: of enemies and 
executioners. 

" He arrives in Egypt. Me prefentshimlfelf before 
Pharaoh: he entreats; he threatens- ; hedtawsdown 
upon the Egyptians plagues^ the moft' tretnendousi 
He departs from that kingdom*, at the head of a peo- 
ple which had endured in it cruelties the moft unex- 
ampled. The tyrant purfues him, gains ground', 
prefl'es hard upon him. Behold him eneompaffed on 
every fide, by a vaft and invincible army, by a ridge 
of inacceffible mountains, and- by the wfiters- of the 
Red Sea* He rebukes the roaring billows ; they in* 
ftantly become obedient to the man whom the De i ty 
has made, (if the expreffion be lawful) the' depofitary 
of his power. Tbe waierswere a watt uTtto them- m* their 
right hand and on their lefi^^ as the facred hiftorian ex- 
pfeffes himfelf. Mofes- advances into the wildernefs^ 
and, by a continuation of miraculous interpoiition, he 
beholds thofe very waters- which had' divided, to fa- 
vour the paffage of Ifrael, clofing- again, and fwaU 
lowing up Pharaoh, his court, and his hoft. 

" Delivered, in appearance, ftom^his moftfbrmidk* 
ble enemies, he foon finds he has- to maintain a lafMng 
conflid with foes ftill more formidable, the very peo- 
ple whom he conduded. He difcovers-in thefe de- 
generate fons of Ifrael^ everymean and grovelling fen- 
timent whiqh a fervile ftate has a tendency to infpire ; 
all the abfiirdity of weak and capricious minds ; all 
the covrordke, perfidy^ and ' ingratitude of corrupted^ 
hearts. With fuch a raee Mofes fbund himfelf under 
the neceffity of living in a wafte and* parched defer^^ 
and of ftruggling there 'wth att the horrors of hunger 
and thirft, and a total want of ev^ry^ necefl&ry. Ex«- 
pofed to all the infults of saiewagedj ungovernable 
multitude, he is at the fame* time- coi^rained to aft 

. .. • ar 
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as tfaeir mterceflbr with an offended God. He feels 
himfelf called upon to maintain the interefts of tbe 
divine glory with a ftiff-necked and perverfe nation j 
and to plead the caufe of that very nation with Deity, 
provoked to execute righteous judgment on a race of 
men who were continually difpofed to infult his author- 
ity, and to degrade his perfcftions, by affociating 
him with the infamous idols of the Pagan world. 

" Mofes had fometiraes the felicity of averting the 
divine difpleafure, and of reftraining the madnefs of 
the people. But more frequemly he endured the 
mortification of feeing thci inefBcacy of all his well- 
meant e^rts. The violence of the people bore down 
all oppofition ; and offended Heaven turned a deaf 
ear to the voice of his fupplication. Divine juftice 
vindicated its rights ; Ifrael felt its feverdt ftrokes, 
and tweniy-Jbur thou/and^ hl\ at one ftroke. 

*' The moft awful chaftifements have proved equally 
ineffedual with the tendereft expoftulations, to bring 
them back to a fenfe of their duty. And as if Mofes 
liad been refponfible for the calamities which they had 
Tbrought upon themfelves, by their reiterated crimes, 
tbey talk of floriing him. They propofe to appoint 
a commander to conduct them back to Egypt, from 
whence God had delivered therti by aftrong hand and 
HI firetched^otit arm : they iprefer an inglorious fervi- 
tudeto the miraculous proteftion afforded them in 
the wlldemefs, and to all the profpcds of the fair 
inheritance which God had promifed to beftow upon 
them. 

" In a ftate of fuch anxiety and diftrefs Mofes paff- 
ed forty complete years, and condu6bed, at length, 
the remains of this :people to the borders of the .prom- 
ifed land. Was ever life fo fingularly eventful ? Wat9 
ever hero fignalized by fo many extraordinary ex- • 
ploits ? 

" If we go into a more particular detail of his^eat 
a£tions, we meet with a bright difplay of every ftiin- 
ing virtue. " What 

* Njimb. xxT. ^. 
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* ** What magnanimity ! Witncft the armies he fa 
fuccefsfiiUy commanded; witnefs the crown and 
kingdom of Egypt defpifed^ reje£ted, when put in 
competition with the obligations and profpeds of re* 
ligion. 

^^ What firmnefs ! Witnefs his undaunted addreffiss, 
9nd his animated replies to Pharaoh. Tbusfaitb tbe 
Lordy Let my people gOy that they may ferve me.^ We 
will go with our young and with our oldy with our fins 
and with our daughters^ with our flacks and with our 
herds will we go ; there Jhall not be an hoof left behind. 
Thou bqftfpoken wellj I will fie thy face again no more, t 

" What fervour ! Witnefs thefe hands lifted up to 
heaven, while Krael was fighting againft Amalek. 
Witnefs thefe ardent prayers in behalf of the rebell- 
ious Ifraelites: Lordj why doth thy wrath wax hot 
againfi thy people ^ which thou baft brought forth out cf 
the land of Egypt j with great power j and with a mighty 
band? Wherefore Jhould the Egyptians fpeak and fay ^ For 
mif chief did be bring them out^ to flay them in tbe moun^ 
iainsy and to confume them from the face of the earth ? 
Turn from thy fierce wrath ^ and repent of this evil agcanfi 
thy people. Remember Abraham^ ^^> ^wi Ifrael thy 
firvantsy to whom thou fwareft by thine own filf and 
faidft unto *t hem J I will multiply your feed as tbe flats of 
heaven^ and all tins land that I havefpoken of^ will I 
give unto yourfied^ and tbeyfhall inherit itforever.\ 

" What charity ! Witnefs thefe forcible exprefBons : 

Ob^ this people have finned a great fin^ and have made 

them gods of gold. Tet naw^ if thou wiltj forgive their 

fin : and if not y blot me^ I pray thee^ out rftby book which 

thou bafl written.% 

^^ What gentlenefs ! Witnefs what is faid of him. 
Numbers xii. 3. Now tbe man Mofes was very meek^ 
above aU the men which were upon the face of the earth. 

^^ What earned deiire to draw fupplies of grace and 
truth immediately from their. fource! Witnefs thefe 

ardent 
* Exod. vtii. I* f £xo<L x. 9. 26. 19. 
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ardent afpirations of foul after God : JjT tby pre/ence 
go not with me^ carry us not up hence. I befeecb tbee^Jhew 
me thy glory. ^ 

" What zeal for the glory of God ! Witncfs the ta^ 
bles of the law broken in pieces at the fight of a pea. 
pie who had rendered themfelves unworthy of receiv. 
ing marks fo tender of the love of God. Witnefg 
that rigorous order iiTued to the fons of Levi : Thus 
faith the Lord Godoflfraely Put every man his /word by 
his Jide^ and go in and out from gate to gate throughout 
the camp^ and flay every man his brother ^ and every man 
bis companion J and every nutn his neighbour, t Witnefs 
his anfwer to Jofliua, when he expreffed an apprehen- 
iion left the prophetic gifts beftowed on Eldad and 
Medad (hould eclipfe the glory of his mafter : Envi^ 
efi thou for my fake^ would God that all the Lord^s people 
were prophets ^ and that the Lord would put his Spirit up* 
m them /I 

** What perfcverance ! Witnefs thofe exhortations ; 
and that facred fong, with which he concluded his 
miniftrations and his life. 

** But where was perfeft virtue ever to be found ? 
Mofes too had his infirmities. In a life fo long, how- 
ever, and fo peculiarly circumftanced, who is charge- 
able with faults fo flight and fo few ? His very errors 
feem to partake of the nature of virtue. The darker 
ihades of his charader become perceptible frojn the 
contraft they form with a whole life fo bright and 
luminous. That he fhould fhrink back, at firit, from 
the propofal of an embafTy to the king of Egypt ; 
that he fhould negl^d, fon a ^feafon, from certain do- 
mfeflic confiderations, the circumcifion of a child ; 
that he fhould be flow of belief refpeding the difpor 
fition of a righteous God to extrafl: water miracu- 
loufly from the rock, to fupply the wants of a mur- 
muring generation ; that he fhould ftrike the rock a 
fecond time, rather from indignation againft the reb- 
els, 

* Exod. yaam. 15. 1 8. f Exod. xxxii. 27. 
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t\ij than from diftruft of the God in whom coiiq>a£- 
fions flow — ^Thefe undoubtedly are blemiflies, nay^ 
offences which God might punifh with death, were 
he ftrid to mark iniquity ; but, when human infirm- 
ity is taken into the account, they are faults that ex*> 
cite pity rather than indignation. 

" Should any part of the elogium we have pro. 
nounced on Mofes feem exaggierated, we fiiall add, to 
all the honourable traits under which we have repre- 
fented him, one infinitely more glorious ftill, traced 
by the hand of God himfelf, who bed knows how to 
appreciate merit and diftribute praife, and whidi ex« 
alts our prophet far above all human panegyric: 
There arofe not a prophet Jince in Ifrad like unto Mifes^ 
whom the Lord knew face to face : in all the^gns and the 
wonders which the Lordfent him to do in the land of Egjtpf^ 
to Pharaoh J and to all his feroants^ and to all his kmd^ 
and in all that mighty handy and in all the greca terror 
which Mofes fhewed in the fight of all Ifrael.^* 

This truly great man died in the year of die world 
two thoufand five hundred and fifty-three ; and be«* 
fore the birth of Jefus Chrift one thoufand four hun- 
dred and fifty-one \ eight hundred and liinety-feven 
years after the flood ; and before the building of SoU 
omon^s temple four hundred and forty ; in the forti- 
eth year from the Exodus, or departure of Ifrael from 
£g)'pt ; and of his own age the one hundred and 
twentieth. Before his death, he uttered a clear and 
difljnd prediction of the Meiliah, which, in ^^ the ful- 
nefs of time," was exadly accomplifhed ; and he ap^ 
peared in perfon on Mount Tabor to lay all his glory 
and honour at the feet of the Saviour of the worldL 
We ihall have finifhed our plan, after we havefuggefU 
ed a few reflections on this prediction of Mofes, and 
pn this his appearance, in company with Elias, to do 
homage to the Son of God, — " the Author and Fin- 
ifher of our faith.*' To Him ** be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.'* 

Hiftory ^ 
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LECTURE XIIL 

DEUT. Xviii. 15 iS, ACTS ill. 22. 

The Lord thy God tmll raife up tmi0 thee a prophet frotn thi 

mdft of thee ^ of thy brethren^ like unto rhe ; untB him y4 

Jhatl hearken. According to all that then deftredjl of the 

Lord thy God in Horeby in the day of the, affemhly^ fay* 

ingy Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my 

Godj neither kt me fee this great f re any more that I 

die not. And fife Lordfaid unto me. They have welt 

fpoken that v>hich they have fpoken.- I will raife them 

up a prophet from among their brethren^ like tmto thee^ 

and will put my words in his mouth, and hejhall fpeak 

tmto- them alt that I fhalt command him. For Mqfes 

truly faid unto the fathers, A prophet Jhati the Lord 

your God raife up untO' you of yottr brethren, like tmt4 

me, himfhall ye hear hi aU things whatfoever be fhall 

fay unto you. 

IN the frame amJcourfe of nature, ^ho doe& not per-* 
eeive evidfent marks of wifdom in defign-, order in ex^ 
ccution, energy in operation ? All is plan, fyftem, 
harmony. Every thing bcfpeaks a- Being pro¥ident> 
omnipotent, unTethhtingly attentive : whc^ works, 
indeed, infinitely escefcfd our coniprehenfioft ; but 
which by their beauty, fimplicity and ufefulneft, fill 
the nlind with wonder and delight, while theif variety^ 

» luftre^ 
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luftrct magnificence and immenfity aftonifli and oyer- 
whelm. The government of the world, it is equally 
evident, is the refult of contrivance ; it evinces a con« 
ibuit, fuperintending care. Event arifes out of event, 
link runs into link. What to the firft glance appeared 
an aflemblage of fcattered fragments, is found, on a 
more careful and attentive infpedion, to be a regular, 
beautiful, well-proportioned fabric, a " body fitly 
joined together, and compaded by that which every 
joint fupplieth, according to the effe£bual working in 
the meafure of every part.*' 

It muft be pleafing to every ferious mind to obferve 
in the work of redemption a fimilar uniformity of 
defign, progrefs and execution. We find patriarchs, 
prophets, apofUes, remote from, unknown to one 
another, at different ages, in different regions, declar- 
ing the fame purpofe, promoting the fame plan, aim- 
ing at the fame end. This affords a prefumption, at 
leaA, that he who made, upholds and governs the 
univerfe, is likewife the Author of falvation ; in all 
whofe works and ways a noble and important end is 
obvioufly kept in view ; and that end purfued and at- 
tained by means the wifeft and the beft. The Mofaic 
and Chriftian are not feparate, unconneded, independ- 
ent difpenfations, but correfponding and harmomous 
members of the fame great building of God. Nature 
and grace have one fource, one date ; they proceed 
in a parallel diredion, they are haftening to one com- 
mon confummation. Or,. to fpeak more properly, 
the fyftem of external nature and the fcheme of re- 
demption are the welKadjufted, the harmonized parts 
of the one great plan of eternal Providence, which 
contains the whole purpofe of .the glorious Creator 
concerning man— «his firft formation, his prefent ftate 
and charader, and his final deftination. 

Turn up the infpired voluqjie at whatever page you 
will, and you have a perfon, or an event, or a fervice, 
or a predi£Upn unfolding, in one. form or another, 
the merciful ^^ purpofe bf Him who worketh all things 

after 
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after the counfel of his own will, that .we (hould be 
to the praife of his glory.'' Tranfport yourfelf iit 
thought to whatever period of the world you will, and 
you itill find the gofpel preached ; whether in the fac« 
rifice of righteous Abel, the tranllation of Enoch, the 
ark of Noah, the promife made to Abraham, the pre- 
difUons of dying Jacob ; from the feat of Mofes, the 
throne of David, the dungeon of Jeremiah. They 
all fpeak an uniform language, all give witnefs to the 
fame perfon, all difclofe their own peculiar portion of 
the gofpel treafure, for the illumination of an ignorant, 
the reformation of a corrupted, the falvation of a per- 
idling world. 

The writings of Mofes exhibit a fingular difplay of 
this grand combined plan. He traces nature up to her 
birth, and inftruds us ^^ how the heavens and earth 
rofe out of chaos.'' He conduds us through the 
mazes of the moral government of the Great Su- 
preme, and there too unfolds wild uproar reduced to 
order, and ** the wrath of man working the righteouf- 
nefs of God." He draws afide the curtains of the 
night, and ^^ the day-fpring from on high'' dawns on 
fallen humanity. He attends us through the morn- 
ing of that bright day, and, conftrained at length to 
retire, leaves behind him the aflurance, that '^the 
fulnefs of the time" would come, that ^^ the morning 
light" would advance with growing fplendour unto 
" the perfe& day." He prefents to our aftoniihed 
eyes the vaft, the complicated, the beautiful machine ; 
wheel within wheel put in motion, preferving from 
age to age its fteady msneftic tenor, with native, un* 
wearied, undiminimed force ; referring us ftiil to its 
divine Author, who made and upholds all *' by the 
word of his power," and for whofe" pleafure they 
are and were created." 

Mofes, not only in what he wrote, but in what he 
was and a&ed, iliuftrioufly difplayed the grace of God 
in the redemption of the world. Not only did he 
wn/# and tefttfy concetning the great Deliverer, but 

. his 
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his perfon, his charafi:er, his offices, vere a prdSgura* 
tion of " Him who vas to come/' aiid to whom *' all 
the prophets give witnefs.'* 

The prediS^on which has been read, and the points 
ed s^plication made of it by the apoftles to their di« 
vine Matter, conftitute the proof of what we have 
juft advanced. Mofes, under the diredion of the fpi« 
fit of prophecy, raifes the expedation of mankind to 
the appearance of a prophet, like, indeed, but far 
fuperior to himfelf ; and the apoftles point with the 
finger to Jefus of Nazareth, faying, *' We have found 
him of whom Moiics, in the law, and the prophets did 
\vrite." 

A limited, creature, of threefcorc years and ten, is 
loft in the contemplation of a period of fifteen hundred 
and eleven years, for fuch was the diftance of thij 
prophecy from its accompUihmeht* The fhort-Iived 
creature lofes fight of it, feels his intereft in it but 
fnAll, is at little paina to traufmit the knowledge of it 
to thofe who fhall come alter him ; the next genera^ 
tion it is neglefted, overlooked, forgotten ; or, if ob** 
ferved and recQlle£i:ed, is mifunderftood, mifapplied« 
But. during every inftmit of the extended period, the 
eternal eye bias been watdiing over it ) in foiemn fi^. 
lence attending its progrofs, triumphing over both neg^ 
led and oppofitioh ; and a ilumbering world is roiil^ 
ed at length to fee and to acknowledge the truth and 
faithfulndfs, the power, wifdom and grace of the Moft 
High. 

The day of Mofcs, then, in the eye t)f God^i^rum 
down to that of Chrift ; a£ fai$, in return, af^end^ td 
the earlieft of the promifea and predidions, illummat^ 
ing, quickening, confirming, JuIfiUing all that is writ^ 
ten. Placed at whatever point of the ifyftem of nature^ 
whether on our own planet or on any other, to the 
north, or to the foudi^ in fummer or winter, the tye 
is ftill attraded to the common centre of all, the great 
** Light of the world.** In like maasker, at whatcvar 
diftance we are placed, and in whatever dircOion we 

contemplate 
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contemplate the fyftem which redeeming lore has 
framed^ from under the fhade of the tree of life in 
Eden, from the fumiiut of Ararat, Moriah, or Pifgah^ 
in the plain of Mamre, or from a pinnacle of the tem- 
ple ; with Abraham, viewing the Saviour and his day 
afar off, or with Simeon embracing him, the fame 
^^ Sun of righteoufnefs'* fheds his glory around us ; 
we fee the light, w« feel the influence of him who 
quickeneth and enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world. 

As we find Mofes plainly and unequivocally refer^ 

ring men to Chriit, fo the Saviour as explicitly refers 

to Mofes for a teftimony concerning himfelf ; thereby 

plainly infinuating, that if the Jewifh prophet deferved 

any credit, poflfeffcd any refpedability, this credit, 

this refpeflability were miniflring fervants to the dig* 

nity of his own perfon, the facrednefs of his charader, 

the divinity of hi& miffion. And this is accompanied 

with a fevere denunciatioofi of judgment againft ftich 

as admhted the authority of Mofes, but rejeded that. 

of Chrift ; to introduce, recommend and confirm 

which was the end for which Mofes was raifed up« 

** Do not think I will accufe you to the Father : 

there i$ one that accufeth you, even Mofes, in whom 

ye truft. For had ye believed Mofes, ye would have 

believed me ; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 

not his writings, how fhall ye believe my words ?" 

. This reciprocal teflimony, therefore, of the founds 

i ersfof the ancient and new economy, tl^rows light od 

hothf, and communicates mutual credibility and im« 

Ll«. : 'pQttance. Mofes fatisfies himfelf with fimply deliver* 

ing the predidion which he had in charge ; he forms 

r. no plan, enters into no arrangement to bring it into 

^ - eSied, but leaves to Providence the care of leading 

forward tothe accomplifhment, in the proper time 

^ and method. Chrift Amply points to what was writ- 

r Yen, and was generally known, received and receded 

as a revelation from heaven, and requires to be be** 

fieved and obeyed na farther than he bore the charac^ 

ter5 
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ters under \vhich Mofes had announced him ; parties- 
ularly that of " the great Prophet which fliould come 
into the world/* 

— ^The proper charafter of a prophet is to commu- 
nicate the fpecial will of Heaven to men. God, in- 
deed, writes his will on the mind of every man, as he 
comes into the world ; interweaves it with the very con- 
ftitution and frame of his being, fo that, in truth, ev-* 
ery man is a law, is a prophet to himfelf. But the 
charaders are quickly erafed, effaced ; education, ex- 
ample, fuperftition, vicious propenfities, obliterate the 
writing of God ; habit and the commerce of the 
world harden the heart, and lull the confcience afleep, 
and " the hearts of men are fet in them to do evil/* 
Hence the neceffity of a prophet, of a meffenger, of a 
minifter from heaven, to republifh the original law, 
to redore the obliterated charaders, to call men back 
to God, from whom they have revolted* 

And fuch an one wa^ Mofes ; raifed up of God at 
a period of lingular darknefs and depravity, divinely 
commiffioned to promulgate the royal law. Not to 
fettle a different, a novel conflitution, not to new- 
model human nature, but to revive and enforce the 
primitive conflitution, to proclaim in the ear what 
nature whifpered from the beginning, to hang up the 
confpicuous tablet before the eye, whofe contents arc 
the exad counterpart of what the finger of God, in 
the very formation of man, engraved on " the living 
• tables of the heart.** And when Chrifl came, the 
Prophet after his fimilitude, was it not in like manner 
to rebuild what was broken down, not to rear a total- 
ly di£ferent edifice ? to magnify the law and make it 
honourable, to clear it from mifinterpretatlon and 
perverfion, to reflore it to its native purity and fimplic- 
ity, and to extract the fpirit out of the letter? 
** Think not,** fays he, ** that I am come to deflroy 
the law or the prophets : I am not come to deflroy, 
but to fulfil. For verily I fay unto you. Till heaven 
and earth pafs, one jot or one tittle (hall in no wife 

pa& 



LecT. XllL Bijhry of Mofes. 169 

pafs from the law, till all be fulfilled/' * This confirms 
the obfervation we have been all along endeavouring 
to inculcate refpefting the uniformity and perfeverance 
of the divine procedure. Men ftart from purpofe to 
purpofe, from purfuit to purfuit j they lofe fight, they 
tire of dieir obje£t ; they wafte their ftrength, they 
are difcouraged by oppofition, they began to build be- 
fore they counted the coft. But " known to God are 
all his works from the beginning." He forms his 
plan, and undeviatingly purfueis it. ** I am the Lord, 
I change not.*' He lays his foundation, and it ftand- 
cth fure, and the building rifes ; " he willeth and 
none can let it.'* " God made man upright ;'* and 
to maintain or reflore that uprightnefs is his great aim 
and end, updej every difpenfation of his providence, 
under the law and the gofpel, by Mofes and by^ 
Chrift. 

^^A prophet muft have the neceflary qualifications 
for his office, muft be inftrufted in the mmd of God, 
be filled with zeal for his glory, be animated with ar- 
dent love to mankind) be fortified againft the aflaults 
and oppofition of ignorance, and prejudice, and envy* 
And fuch an one was Mofes, " whom the Lord Ipiew 
face to face,*' with whom he converfed as a man with his 
friend ; his zeal was inextinguifhable ; for the good 
of Ifrael he was ready to make the facrifice of felf j 
his meeknefs was unruifled, his patience not to be 
fubdued, his perfeverance indefatigable, his refolutiou 
undaunted. How much more eminently confpicuous 
were thefe charafters of a prophet, in the great " Au- 
thor and Finiftier of the chriftian faith V* The only 
begotten Son who is " in the bofom of the Father, he 
hath declared him j" " the zeal of thine houfe hath 
eaten me up." ** I came not to do mine owmwill, 
but the will of him that fent me." " The cup which 
my Father giveth me, fhall I not drink it ?" " This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed."t 
Vol. V, M Mofeg 

♦ Matt. T. 17, 18. f Matu iii. 17. 
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Mofes conv^erfed forty days With God, ih. the motiiit ; 
but thiis feith ancreated Wifdoni, '' The Lord pofleff- 
ed me in the beginning of his '^ay, before his ^orks 
of old, I ^"^as fet up from everfafting, from the begin- 
ning dr ever the earth i^as ;'^ •* before Abrahaih was, 
I am." " In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word xiris tvhh God, and the Word was Gorf. The 
fame was in the beginhiiig \vith God. All thihgs 
Wefe made by him \ and Without him was hot any 
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the 
Kfe was the light of men." * 

The fpirit of Mofes was fometimes ftirred within 
him ; he dalhed the tables of the law to the ground, 
** he fpike uniidvifedly with his lips ;*' he incurred 
the difpleafiire of his heavenly Father, he drew down 
a fenfence of juft condemnation upon his hekd : but 
the fpirit of the chrifUan Leader was in no one inftance 
difcompofed. " He did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his lips." He fuffered indeed and dfed, but 
it was without a crime, ** the juft for the unjuft, that 
he might bring us unto God." Mofes exprefled t 
-^llingnefs to be blotte4'aut of God's book, to b'e de* 
prived of his perf6rial right &s a fon of tffalel, |)tovMel 
tfrael might receive the remiffion of fm, hate their 
rights pteferved, and the coVehkm of prcnhifebe con- 
firmed. But Chrift became " i chrfe for Us," was 
*'* hanged on a tree," was '* cut off from t!he land of 
t^e living," beckme " a ]!)r6pitiation for fin," ^^ bare 
atir fins in his own body on the tree," " bfecame fin 
for us, though he knew no fin, that we inig^t be 
made the righteotifneft of God in hiin." 

— A prophet muft.eichibit the figns of his miifion. 
Men will iiot believe hitfi on his own report, -Will fuf- 
peft hini of attention to his o-^h fame, 6r mtereft, 
or authority. To prove therefore that he cafaie from 
God, ^hat he I^eaks in his natne, that he is vefted with 
his authotity, he muft do the works of God. And 
tliu^ ^as Mofes commiifioneil and permitted to prove 

his 

• John i. I 4. 
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bift miffion* Ikf Agfi UEton ftg^ ^ 4wHmftf:f t^ tkat 
tJh^ Lo)rd hf4 ^s^^pfflurfd UBto Um» md fpak« by hia» » 
farth and wateif and iiir bor^ tbeir united teftimo^y (9 
hk divine l^gsition ; fki4 tl^ nif>(^ eoiight^cd a^tipd 
of the gk>b« was jKWide to feel hi$ afcendaiu by argut 
mf»tf addreiT^ at onc^ to th/e fenfe^ and the under- 
ftanding. Is ft jieqdfwJ to fay that the great Prophet, 
<« Appi&e and Higb-Prieft of our profeflion," by (m^ 
liar n^aM» by more irrefiftibk evidence, evinped that 
ht was *' a teachi^" fent from God V I IhaU fey ijcothr 
iiag receding the greater number, variety and notprir 
ety of Cbrift'^ miracles ; though every oae of thefe 
^ircumftanees fursiftes ample matter of difcuijion ; .| 
lati^fy myfelf at prefent wkh mentioning two ]ptEirtii;u« 
brs whkh ftrikingly eftsdbliflx Cbrift's prophetic pbart 
a&er, and give it a ckar and deeided fuperioirity to that 
9if Mofe?P The Utter afted by a delegated authority, 
a^eording to a prefcribed form ; he affumed notWag 
tp himfelf, but w^ eheicked, repyoyed, eoiidepined^ 
the mojojent he prefumed to arrogate imlepemdence, to 
§^eak or aft for himfelfc But Jefn^ •Chrift wrought 
isdracles in \m own nansie, by bis own power, as tk% 
Lord of ioature, as polfeflfed of independent fovereign- 
ty. Again, the figw which Mofes exbibjted were of 
a imiscd nature, they declared both tjie mercy and 
judgoieitt id God, tfaiey pouxed down bail, a^id tem^ 
peft, ajad-peiUlettc^ on Egypt, ap w«ll as dropped JPaai^r 
]%a OB the te&ts of lirael ; whereas the figns whi<[^ 
Jefos adduoed in fupport of his miffion were all mirar 
des of .marcy ; tie piowei* of hell alone felt the rgrf 
of his anger ; and the miraclejs by which he confirii^f 
ed his doftrine bcreatbedits m6ek«ef§ and {[^ntte^efs 
and charity, 

" Of ;U>e things which have been fpoken this is tbt 
fum : we have fuch an HighJPrieft, who is kt on tb* 
right band of the throne of the Majefty in the heavr 
ens. A fflwniftt^r of the fen£kuary , .and of the true ^a^ 
prna^le which the Lord pitched, and not, man.*'* 

M 2 « Holy^ 
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** Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
confider the Apoftle and High-Prieft of our profei&ony 
Chriil Jefus ; who* was faithful to him that appoi&ted 
him, as alfo Mofes was faithful in all his houfe. For 
this man was counted worthy of more glory than Mo- 
fes, inafmuch a9 he who hath builded the houfe 
hath more honour than the houfe. For every houfe 
is builded by fome man ; but he that built all things 
is God. And Mofes verily was faithful in all his 
houfe as a fervant, for a tefUmony of thofe things 
which were to be fpoken after ; but Chrift as a foit . 
over his own houfe : whofe houfe are we, if we hold 
fail the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end/^* " We ought to give the more ear- 
neft heed to the things which we have heard, left at 
any time we fhould let them flip. For if the word 
fpoken by angels was ftedfiaift, and every tranfgreifion 
and difobedience received a juft recompenfe of re- 
ward ; how (hall we efcape if we negled; fo great fal- 
vation, which at firft began to be fpoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; 
God alfo bearing them witnefs, both with figns and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, according to his own will ?**t ^* He that 
defpifed Mofes's law, died without n^rcy, under two 
or three witneffes : of how much forer punifhment, 
fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath count- 
ed the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was fanc- 
tified, an unholy thing, and bath done defpite unto 
the Spirit of grace ?" J 

Having now, in the courfe of thefe exercifes, 
through a feries of years, endeavoured to trace the 
hiftory of mankind, in a feries of charadlers, from 
Adam to Mofes, copied from the original portraits 
which the pencil of infpiration has itfelf vouchfafed 
to delineate ; the whole in general, and every one in 

particular, 

* Hcb. iii. 1—6. f l^<^^ ii« i— 4- 

X Hcb. X. 28, 39* 
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particular, referring themfelves to one great Origi* 
KAL9 from whom their meaning, ufe and importance 
are derived,^— ^I haften to conclude my plan, by turning 
over to the gofpel.hiftory, which exhibits tnat fame 
Mofes, whom we faw expire on Mount Nebo, and 
^^ buried in a valley in the land of Moab, over againfl 
Beth-peor ;*' whofe dying benedidion yet trembles 
on our ear, and whofe funeral elogy we attempted to 
ling, alive again on Mount Tabor, and giving perfon- 
al teftimony and homage to him whom he prefigured 
and foretold. The hiftory of Mofes is not properly 
ended till then : and in vanifliing from our fight on 
the mount of transfiguration, be become;^ a glorious 
harbinger of the *^ life and immortality which arc 
brought to light by the gofpel.'^ 
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H '^- 



Hiftory ^f MofeS. 



ri I II inniiii 



L E C T tJ & £ XiV. 

^«^/ /V €a?ne topafs about dn eight days ajfkr thefe Jhyingt^ 
he took Peter y and yohn^ and y antes ^ and went up int9 
a mountain to pray. And as he prayed^ thefajhidh cf 
his countenance was altered^ and his raiment was white 
and glijiering. And behold^ there talked with him two 
menj which were Mqfes and Eliasy who appeared m 
glory y an4fpake of his deceafe^ which hejhould accom-^ 
plijh at Jertifalem. But Peter y and they that were 
with himy were heavy withjleep : and when they were 
awakcy they Jaw his glory y and the two men thatjlood 
with him. And it came to pafsy as they departed from 
himy Peter faid unto Jtfusy Majiery it is good for us to 
be here ; and let us make three tabemaclesy one for theey 
and one for Mofesy and one for Elias : not knowing what 
he faid. While he thus f pake y there came a cloudy and 
overfhadowed them: and they feared as they entered 
into the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloudy 
fayingy This is my beloved Sony hear him. 

In the narrownefs of their conceptions and the pre- 
fumptuoufnefs of their pride, men are apt to confider 
themfeives as the only, or, at leaft, the chief inhabit- 
ants ^f the creation of God, A falfe patrioti£m, or 
Tather a fpirit of infolence and felfifhnefs has gone far- 
ther, has afcribed the confequence of a whole uni- 

verfe 
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verfc to fome iufigjiificant little region or 4iftriflt pf 
this little globie, and hits r^eprefented the n>en who 
breathe on fuch a fpot, and converfe in fuch a lan- 
guage, as the only perfpns y^bo are worthy of confid- 
eradon. We refleft not, what a fpeck our own coun- 
try i$, cpiapsured with the whojie learth ; yvh^i^ ^ point 
the earth is, cQ0)p»re<} to the vaft folar fyftem ; a^d 
JbiOV the fpjar fyite»itfejf is loft, \xi th^ cont^^pl^itign 
icrf infinite fp^ee. We xisfteflt pot on the myriads of 
-*' juil i»en.m^de perfed,'* from the death of " rigt^t- 
fous Aibel/' down to .the expiring faii^t, y^hofe difeji- 
gaged fpirtfi^ juft now pa th^ wing to the bofpin of his 
God J of l^pfe yyho, Joft jt,o y3, yet live tp their jCrea- 
tor. W^ reftcck not on the jmyriads of, probably, ro^re 
glorious beii^gfi, who people the grei^er 3,n4 mo^ c 
gjl^rious worlds which furround ovr^. We jrefle^ 

. japt on itJie xnyriads of purefpirits yrho n,ever left th.eir 
fiirft pftate, that innur^er^y e copipany of fUigels wjio 
** e^cel lin ftrepgth," '* the;le^ft af whom couSd wield 
thefe elements." 

Sovcn^d jeafoi^ and '> the yifdom which is /rom 
Afeoye" corrofl: our narrpivne^fs of thpu^ht ^n,d pri^e 
ipf hea^t ; a^d te^ch us to fay^ >n the words which pvir 

. iw^ortal Wd put? in .the^outh of Adam firft of i?ien, . 
^ddr^ed to his fair cpnfort-r 

— -" Nor think, tho* men were none. 
That heaven would want fpeftators, God want praife. 
Millions of fpir;tual creatures walk the earth, 
Urifeen, both when we Tv<^e and when we fleep ; 
AH thefe with ceafelefs praife his works behold, 
Both day and ly^ht/' 

If our ears were not dull and limited as our fplrits — 

-r-rr*" How often, from the fteep 
Of ecboiag hill or tbici;et ihould we bear, 
Celeftial voices to the midnight air, 
jSole, or refponfive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator? Qft inlands. 

While 
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While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 
With heavenly touch of inftrumental founds. 
In full harmonic number join'd, their fongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven." 

We fooliflily imagine the world of fpirits to be at a 
vaft diftance, whereas in truth we are upon its very 
confines. We confider its inhabitants as entire Aran- 
gers to us, whereas they are conftantly about our path 
and our bed, attending our going out and coming in, 
our lying down and riflng up. If our eyes were not 
held, we fhould even now behold them joining in and 
aflifting our praifes, rejoicing together, when, by the 
miniftry of the word of divine grace, iinner« are con- 
verted, and faints edified. Little did the three difd* 
pies think, wh^n they afcended Mount Tabor, that they 
were fo near to an interview with Mofes and Elias. 
Mofes, and Elias, and Chrift, are not far from us ; 
it is our folly and infirmity to think ourfelves far 
from them. 

When we look back to the latter end of Mofes, the 
man of God, we attend him up to Mount Nebo, and 
behold him taking from Pifgah a lad look and a lad 
farewel of the glory of this world. We fee his eyes 
clofing in peace, and breathe a figh over his tomb, and 
bid him a long farewel, and think we have loft him for* 
ever. But it is not an everlafting adieu. On Tabor 
we have found him again, after a lapfe of fifteen cen* 
turies ; we find not only his name, his memory, his 
writings, his predidions, his fpirit, alive and in force, 
but his very perfori, ftill employed in miniftring to the 
falvation of the Ifrael of God : and hence we look 
forwards to the lapfe of a few years more, at the expi- 
ration of which we hope to meet him indeed, not arm- 
ed with that fiery law which condemns and confumes, 
but a minifter and a fellow-partaker of that grace 
which redeems and faves. 

We cannot confider ourfelves therefore as having 
yet concluded the hiftory of Mofes, vhile th^t memo- 
rable 
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rable event of it, which is the fubjeft of this evening's 
reading, remains unconfidered ; and as the evangelic 
page has exhibited him to us alive from the dead, let 
us devoutly attend to the reafon and end of this glori- 
ous apparition. It naturally fuggefts to us the follow- 
ing refleftions : 

!• That Jehovah is, with undeviating, undiverted, un- 
divided attention, carrying on the great plan- of his prov- 
idence to full maturity,by every order of beings, in every 
poffible ftate ; by thofe who cheerfully enter into' his 
views, and joyfully fubmit to his will ; and by thofe 
who carelefsly negleift or proudly oppofe it. We 
have feen him ferving himfelf of this Mofes in the 
court of Pharaoh, in the paftures of Midian, in the 
wildernefs of Sinai ; as a prophet, as a legiflator, as 
an hiftorian. And, to fit him for a new field of a£i:ion, 
behold him ihining in a new and glorious form. The 
grave feems to have furrendered up its tryft, heaven 
has yielded up one of its inhabitants, and Mofes \^ 
now admitted into a land from which he was once 
fhut out. In this world we have ftill to deplore fac- 
ulties wafting, impairing, extinguilhed ; ufefulnefs 
interrupted, cut off in the midft, by the ftroke of 
death, the earth impoveriflied by the premature de- 
parture of wifdom and worth. The hiftory of man- 
kind exhibits projefts blafted, fchemes abortive, in- 
ftruments feeble and inadequate, concuilions violent, 
revolutions fudden and unexpefted j but far different 
the view which the fcriptures reprefent of the king- 
dom of God. In it, one generation paffeth not away 
that another may fucceed, but there is an eternal ac- 
cumulation of citizens, eternally increafing in wifdom, 
goodnefs and felicity ; faculties ever improving, proj- 
efts advancing in full certainty of fuccefs, means, fit- 
ted to their end, and the one great fcheme of the 
Eternal Mind proceeding in fteady, uniform majefty, 
to its final confummation. Pleafing, awful thought ! 
" The counfel of the Lord ftandeth forever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations.*'* 

IL We 

♦ Plal. x^xiii. ii. 
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!!♦ We obferve, from this hiftory. The benevolent 
intereil which cele/lial beings take in the a&irs of 
men* They are no unconcerned fpe£lators of what 
pafles here below* They who have been raifed from 
earth to besiven, have not loft all recolle£Hon of the 
world they have left, nor dropt all concern about their 
brethren in the flefli. Mofes and Elias with joy re- 
^ifit an inferior region, if thereby they can be inftr^i- 
mental in promoting the work gf redicinptlon ; ai)d 
eKchange, for a feafoi>, the fociety of angels, and the 
delights of the p;»radife of God, for the ccwpany of 
fimpie fiflierm^n, and a barren mountain's tqp, tlut 
we might have ftrong confolation in contemplating 
*^ the fufferings of Chrift," and the glory that pre- 
ceded and foUowed. O what an exait^d> what a gen- 
erous fpirit does true religion breathe and iiifpire ! It 
makes angels ^^ miniftring fpirits to them ytho are 
the heirs qf falvation ;" it brings 4epajted faints 
bftck to earth again ; it converts Tabor into Heaven, 
and deternnnes the choice of ap apofjUe, when in a 
itrait betwixt two, and to prefer abidii^g in die iBefii, 
beca^fe more needful to bis fellow-creatures, to the 
felfiih Joy, though far better, of departing fu^ being 
with Chrift. But Mofes and £li^ and P^ul wej-e 
themlelves men, bone of our bone, and fle^i of our 
fieih, were inftru&ed by fympathy to conuqiilerate, 
and prompted by aiFe£):ion to relieve, human wretch- 
ednds. Behold an infinitely greyer miracle of gen- 
erous, diflntereftcd love ; *' God fo loved the worid^ 
that he gave his only begotten Spa, that wholbever 
believeth in him (hould not perifh^ but have everlaft- 
ing life.*' * Jefus " loved us, and walked us from 
our fms in his own blood, and hath rhade us kings ^d 
priefts unto God and his Father, to him be giory and^ 
dominion forever and ever. Amen."t "Verily he* 
took not on him the nature of angels ; but he took on 
him the feed of Abraham.'* J *' As children are par- 
takers 

* John iii. 16. f J^<^v- '^ 5* ^* 

t Heb. ii. 16. 
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takers of flefli and blood, he alfo himfdf likewife took 
|uirt of the feme ; that through death he might ^ty* 
flroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil ; and deliver them who through fear of death, 
were all their life-time fubjeft to bondage *'♦ 

III. The hiftory before us fuggefts. The fweet har- 
mony, the perfeQ: intelligence which fubfitt between 
-^rified Ipirits. Mofes and Elias, as they co-operated 
in the fame defign, though at different periods upon 
earth, much more concur in fentimcnt, in exertion^ 
jiow they fee more clearly and comprehend more ful- 
ly the intentions of a wife and gracious Providence. 
Through ignorance, through pride^ through jealoufy, 
through malice, imperfed men on earth will differ, 
will hate and oppofe each other ; but in xreleftial bo- 
foms the dark, malignant, uiifocial paflions find no 
place : in them there ever prevails unity of inteili- 
gence, unity of defign, unity in operation, unity of af- 
, fedion. Prompted by the fame motive, aiming at the 
fame end, Gabriel, a multitude of the heavenlv hoft, 
Mofes and Elias — ^angels fingle, and in bands, an- 
nounce to the world the advent of the Saviour, cele- 
brate hiy birth, witnefs his transfiguration, relieve his 
agony, record his death, declare his refurreftion from 
the deai, ^race his afcent to heaven, proclaim his fec- 
ond coming. And O what muft be that harmony and 
joy ! the harmony and joy of heaven, wb^e a^geU 
and archangels, the cherubim and the leraphiaiy 
patriarchs, prophets, aiul apolUes, and the whole 
multitude di the redeemed, animated by one ipirit, 
adore the feme objeft, jejoice in the feme grace where- 
in they ftand, and join in the feme triumpoaai fong! 

CoBned with tm&, the idea of the ^uick and perfe£b 
intelligence which fubfifts between th^^ children of 
this kingdom. The happinefe of beaven is a focial, 
not a fohtary joy. But how can the poverty of our 
imagination, the coldnefe of .our a^ffedions, conceive 
the intimacy of intercourfe, the fromptnefs of com- 
munication, 

♦ Heb. ii. 14, 15- 
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munication, the fympathy of feeling, in pure fpirits 
wholly difpofed to love, and free from all defire or 
dcfign to difguife, to deceive, to conceal ! 

** Where friendfhip full exerts her fofteft pow'r, 

Perfeft efteem enlivened by defire 

Ineffable, and fympathy of foul. 

Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will. 

With boundlds confidence/'-^ 

Thomson. 

With what promptitude and intelligence ccleftial 
beings converfc, fay, ye gentle fpirits, who know what 
it is to foothe and relieve the lazy lingering hours of 
abfence by the friendly aid of letters ; ye, whom the 
murmur of a figh, or the tone of a fingle word canin- 
ftantly inftruft ; ye, whpfe hearts the preffure of a 
finger can awake to rapture ; ye, whofe kindred, con- 
genial ipuls the flighteft glance of the impalfioned eye> 
can, in a moment, quick as the lightning's fiafh, pen« 
ctrate, kindle, inform, affimilate ;— 

**-— Ye whom the fudden tear 
Surprifes often when you look around, 
And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of blifs." 

Thomson. 

But the pureft human affefUon is ever daflied with 
* doubt, with apprehenfion, with fufpicion ; its com- 
munications are liable to be retarded by dulnefs, pre- 
' vented by accident, or checked and blafted by a ma- 
lignant eye, and therefore can at beft convey but an 
imperfefl: idea of that " perfect love which cafteth out 
fear," of that divine fympathy which fpeeds the holy 
intercourfe from foul to foul, of that mutual under- 
(landing which needs not the medium of fenfe to con- 
vey it.— 

Though we cannot conceive, much lefs defcribe, 
in what manner angels and faints^ in blifs converfe 

one 
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one with another, yet from the text we know, what* 
is the one^ greats darling theme of their converfation. 
Mofes and Elias defcend from their heavenly thrones, 
from before the fountain of light and life, appear in 
glory, revifit the earth, aflbciate with men, to do hom- 
age at the feet of Jefus, and to •* fpeak of his deceafe 
which he fhould accompliih at jerufalem/' This 
leads to a . 

IVth, and the moft important remark on this paflage 
of our Saviour's hiftory, in connexion with that of 
Mofes, namely, That under every difpenfation, before 
the giving of the law, and under its reign, when it was 
reftored, and after it is aboliflied ; Jo righteous men 
on earth, to juft men made perfefl:, to the angels of 
God ; in the eye of God himfelf, — there is one objed 
of peculiar magnitude and importance, which is be- 
fore all, above all, runs through all, and in which all 
fliall finally terminate. It is furely not without a 
meaning, that the promifes, the predictions, from firft 
to laft, point out a SsCviour that fliould fufFer and die ; 
that all the types, fervices, facrifices of the law fliould 
reprefent a falvation that was to be wrought out, to be 
purchafed with blood ; that the whole dodrine of the 
gofpel fhould be compreffed into one point, the doc- 
trine of the Crofs ; that the throne of God eternal in 
the heavens fhould exhibit at its right hand, and in the 
midfl of it, " a Lamb as it had been flain ;'* that the 
fong of the redeemed fhould celebrate Him who loved 
the fons of men, and *^ wafhed them from their fms 
in his blood!*' O the infatuation of a carelefs, unbe- 
lieving world ! That fubjeft which the ranfomcd of 
' the Lord dwell upon with ever new and increafing 
delight ; that great " myflery of godlinefs," which 
" angels defire to look into ;" that objeft which the 
great God has marked with fpecial precifion as his 
own ; the wonder of heaven, the joy of the earth, the 
theme of eternity, was " to the Jews a ftumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs ;" is to a faithlefs 
and perverfe generation a thing of nought, the fong of 

the 
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the ctrunkaril, the jeft of fook ! if thii blood kit &U- 
tn and lies with fuch opprefiive weight, both as atesdi* 
poral suid a fpiritual curfc on tho& who xzHtij iiii|nre« 
cated it on themfelves and thdr children, a&d dim 
knpioy^y and remoriielefsly fi>ed it ; >' of how much 
forer puniihment, fuppofe ye, fiiall he be thought 
worthy, vvho hath trodden under foot the Soa of God^ 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was landified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
defpite unto the Spirit of grace ?*'* May that blood be 
upon us, and upon our children, to deanie, Aoi to 
condemn, to exalt, not to oYerwhdm us, and be it 
our deterniinate refolution, through the grace that is 
in Chriil, to know nothing in comparifoa of Chrift 
Jefus, and him crucified, '* and to glory in nothing 
j but his crofs/' i 

V« Obferve, The fti}!reriority afcribcd, hfx voioa 
from the moid excellent glory, to Chriil the Lord^ 
fwallowing up and eclipfingall created -excellency and 
perfecUon* '^ This is my belovied San, hear hifli,"t 
proclaims the voice, and iafUntly Mofes and Elias 
difappear, that Jefus may be all isi aU« I'bcy hxn 
brought their glory and honaur and laid itat his feet ; 
they have pointed out to mankind in whofe ug^ they 
fiune, in what confifts their chief eminenoe and i£f- 
tinfkion. They in eied fay the fame thing wrdi John 
Baptiil ; ^^ He diat cometh alter me is preferred >hefane 
me, whofe ihoes iatchet I am naoi wotrthy to unloofe/'f 
^^ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away fihe fin 
of the w©rld."§ l^y forbid us to look toward 
them, or to trull in them for fahration. Having given 
this teflimony to their Lord and ours, ihey retire to 
that world of blifs into wibich they dfound admciEon 
through that blood which cleanfeth from all iin^ 
through that deceafe which 'Chrift was Jfeady ^^ to ac- 
complifh at Jerufalem/' Let us joyfully bend lim 
knee to Him, who, ^ fw the buffering of death, is 

crowned 

* iid>. X. 29, t liukc ix. 55. % John i. 37. 
§ John u 29. 
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crowtied ivith glory and hon^u)-, and \m obt^lkdd a 
name that is above every natnc ;*' vtrboni Mofts and 
Elias acknowledge as their greater ) whom all (he an- 
gels of God are commanded to worfliip, as ** the im- 
age of the invifible God, the fkft bof n of eVery crea- 
ture,'* ** by whom were created all things that are in 
Heaven, and that are in earth, vifible and invifible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principal- 
ities, or powers ; sdl thlhgs were created by him, an4 
fbrhim."* 
Finally, The pafTage exhibits to oiar wondering eyes a 

!;liihpfe oiF that glory which all the faithful (haW final- 
y attain ; in the perfon of oifte Who had n^ver tailed 
death ; Whofe body, by a miracle of almighty power, 
was fitted fol- heaven and immortality wichont feeing 
corruption in the grave j and of one, who, as w« muft^ 
died and was bnried, and by a ilmilar miracle, was^** 
thir rahfomed from the povrar of the grave, or whofe 
glorified fpirit was fitted with a temporary vehiele of 
tranfparent fliefli fot- the ptefent grand occafioH ; tet 
above all, in the perfon of the greatcft rf the three, 
who was pleafed to clothe humanity, whidi had not 
yet, but foon was to fufifer death, with a tranfitory 
glory, the forernnnct of that which (hould qbickly fd- 
low, and do awfty all the ignominy of the tomb, and 
become the fnre pledge of that glory wJth whith he 
fhall inveft all thetn that beJieve, after *« tfhefalhlon rf 
his own glorious body/' While we contemplate 
Mount Tabor, the immonri fpirk looks through the 
frail tottering fabric of flefli and blood, in which k h 
Ittclofed ; and While, from its preJent connexion, it 
furveys with concern the inroads of difestfe, the waftcs 
of time, the approaches of diSolntion ; ft-oW the vir- 
ions of God, from the poWer of free fovereign grace, 
from the prefent attainments of the faithful, beholds 
with rapttire Tflie fplendow ef that vehicle in which it 
(hall afcend " to meet the Lord in the air,^' when 
"mortality Ihallbe fwallowed up of lifeV' whdn^it 

fhaU 
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fliall be united to a body infufceptible of pain, unde* 
prefled by its own gravity, unfettered by the laws of 
dull fhatter, uncondemned to mortality. Glorious 
and blefled day, when the meaneft of the faints ihall 
refemble Mofes, not in that green and lively old age 
which experienced not dimnefs of eyes, nor abatement 
of natural vigour, but in that renovated youth, that 
unfading beauty, that impailive ftrength, that immor* 
tal luftre, wherein on the mount of the Lord he was 
feen ; and (hall refemble Elias, not by mounting with 
the help of a chariot of fire and horfes of fire into heav^ 
en, but with native force, immediately derived from 
the great Source of life and motion, fhall fpontaneouf- 
ly afcend up to his native feat j (hall refemble Chrift, 
his divine head^ not in that fmlefs kiiirmity to which 
he voluntarily fubmitted in the days of his fleih, but 
in that glory which he had with the Father before the 
world was, and which for a moment burft forth on 
the mount of transfiguration, when " his face did 
(hine as the fun, and his raiment was white as the 
light/* Glorious and blefied gofpel! which firfl: 
taught the refurre&ion from the dead, which has 
*' aboliflied. death, and brought life and immortality 
to light li" whofe *^ exceeding great and precious 
promifes" make men '^ partakers of a divine nature ;'' 
whofe hallowed page reprefents faints and angels 
quitting their heavenly abode to minifter to the necei&- 
ties of wretched mortals ; and wretched mortals rif« 
ing to the everlafling poffeffion of heavenly thrones. 
" O death, where is thy fting ? O grave, where is 
thy vidory ?** " Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
theviftory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift."* 

But now the curtain is dropt, Mofes and Elias 
have refumed their places in heaven, and the glory of 
Tabor is no more. Yet, though unfeen, they ceafe 
not to inftrudk us. Though withdrawn, they are in 
the midft of us ftill ; the diftindion of paft and fu- 
ture they feel no longer, and feparation by fpace can- 
not 
• I Cor. XT. 57. 
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not keep celeftial beings afunder. Providence brought 
together into one place the giver and reftorer of the 
bw ; and the firfl harbingers of the gofpel blending 
earth and heaven together in homage to the Son of 
God. And all diftance between them too is now for- 
ever done away. Remote as we are, we behold them 
together in a ftate of glorious perfedion, but permit- 
ted to converfe with us no more. But He is with us 
ftill, their Lord and ours ; his voice we can flill hear, 
aftdl they are filenced, and Him we are commanded 
to hear. ^' Jefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, and to 
day, and forever :" ** To Him all the prophets give 
witnefs/' and he is ^^ the end of the law for righteouf- 
nefs to every one that believeth." 

And thus have we finifhed our propofed delineation 
of the lives of the patriarchs, from Adam, the father 
of the human race, down to Mofes, the great legiilator 
and prophet of the Hebrew nation ; with the interme- 
diate illuftrious perfonages, whom the Spirit of God 
has preferved from oblivion, for our information and 
ufe ; whom Providence raifed up in the earlier ages of 
the world, to occupy diftinguilhed llations, and to ac- 
compliih important defigns ; who, by their refpe£Uve 
charaders, offices and declarations, predicted or pre- 
iSgured the Meffiah ; who edified the world, while 
they lived, by their dodrine and example ; and who, 
being dead, continue living monitors and inftrudors 
of mankind. 

While we contemplate the progrefs of thefe vene- 
rable figures along the plain of exiftence, we feel our- 
felves in motion, we are hurrying down the ftream, 
we begin to mingle with the aflembly of the departed, 
we leave our place among men empty. Of thofe 
who entered with us on this career of meditation, 
*• fome are not ;" their courfe is finifhed, they have 
fulfilled their day, they are gone to join the men who 
lived beyond the flood. The cold hand of death has 
frozen up fome of theflreams of friendihip ; the con- 
gelation is gaining upon our own vita} powers, and 
Vol. V. N marking 
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marking us for the tomb, where the endearments of 
focial afie£Uon, and the meltings of fympathy, and 
the glow of love, are felt no more. But " we forrow 
not" over departed worth " as thofe who have no 
hope." God, and angels, and " the fpirits of juft 
men made perfeft," have gained what the world has 
loft ; they move in a higher fphere ; they perceive 
with purer intelligence, aft with fuperior energy, en- 
joy with more exalted capacity ; they die no more, 
they are as the angels of God in heaven : and Prov- 
idence charges itfelf with the care of the forfaken, the 
helpleft and the forlorn whom they have left behind. 
And we look forward together to that day, when we 
fhall join Mofes and Elias, Peter and James and John, 
and all who have died before us, or (hall die after us 
in the Lord, not in the glory of Tabor, which was to 
pafs away, but of Mount Zion which is above, and 
\yhich endureth to endlefs ages — ^when we fhall come 
together " unto the city of the living God, the heav- 
enly Jerulalem, and to an innumerable company of 
angels, to the general aflerably and church of the firft- 
born which are written in heaven, and to God, the 
Judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft men made per- 
teft, and to Jefus, the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of fprihkling, that fpes^eth better 
things than that of Abel,*** and dwell in a tabernacle 
not ereded by the hands of man, the habitation of an 
hour, but in ^* a building of God, an houfe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Be ye therefore " followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promifes." Piirchafe 
for yourfelves a deathlef^ name among the ^* ranfom- 
ed of the Lord." Confider yourfelves as encompa^ 
ed, obferved, tenderly regarded by thofe to whom yon 
were dear while they tabernacled among men, and 
who now love you with the ardour of immortals. 
Add to the confolation which they enjoy, that of 
»iarking your progrefs in wifdom, your growth in 

grace. 
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grace. Cultivate acquaintance with the languiage you 
are to fpeak, the fpirit you are to breathe, the man* 
ners with which you are to conform, the perfons 
with whom you are to converfe, eternally. ** Seeing 
we alfo are compafled about with fo great a cloud of 
witnefles, let us lay aiide every weight, an4 the fin 
which doth fo eafily befet us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is fet before us, looking unto Je* 
fus, the author and finifher of our faith ; who, for the 
joy that was fet before him, endured the crofs, de«> 
fpifing the fbame, and is fet down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.*'* "Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath beftowed upon us, that we 
(hould be called the fons of God." " Beloved, now 
are we the fons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we fhall be : but we know that, when he fhall 
appear, we fhall be like him ; for we fhall fee him as 
he is. And every man that hath this hope in him| 
purifieth himfelf, even a3 he is pure/*t* 

* Heb. xiL I, a^ \ i John Ui. 3, 3. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

1 HE Hiftory of the Patriarchs, from Adam to 
Mofes, inclufively, in five Volumes, was all I in- . 
tended to give from the Prefs* The favourable re- 
ception with which that Work has been honoured, 
induces me to hope that it may have been ufeful ; 
and encourages me to comply with a requeft re- 
peatedly made, that I would publifli, at leaft, the 
fubjefts of this Volume, they having been peculiar- 
ly acceptable from the Pulpit. Being an attempt 
to delineate the female charafter, from real exam- 
ples, it may, perhaps, have the merit of intereft 
with readers of that fex. And if it fhall, in any 
degree, ferve to maintain their importance, and 
to promote their improvement, fociety will have 
gained fomewhat from the publication. I refpeft- 
fuUy fubmit it, fuch as it is, to the public judg- 
ment. 

Bethnal-Green-Road, ^ tt tt 
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fdge of me, feeing I am ajiravgcr ? And Boaz anfwer^ 
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ThQu.Jh(ilt:heepfyft by, my- young men^ until they have 
endsd. all mys barv^i. And Naomi /aid unto Ruth her 
d^ugi^F^indaWj It is good 9 my daughter y that thou go 
out mtb.his^TMid^niy thai they meet thee not in any oih^ 
er^fold* Sp Jhe kept fqfi by the maidens of Boa^ to 
glean imtO' the end of barley harveji^, and. of wheats 
harueji,;, and dwelt with her mother-in-law^ Then 
Naomi y, her mother4n4aw^faid unto her^ My daughter^ 
fhaU Inotfeek rejlfortbeey that it may be well with 
thee A 
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nurfe unto it. And the women her neighbours gave it 
a namCyfayingy There is a fon bom to Naomiy and they 
called his name Obedf He is the father of Jeffey the 
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mathaim-zopkimy of Mount Ephraimy and his name 

was 



:di CONTENTS. 

was E/kanahy the fon of Jerokamy the fon of Elihu^ the 
Jon of Tohuy the fan of Zuph, an Ephratkite, And he 
had two wives ; the name of the one was Hannah^ and 
the name of the other Peninnah : and Peninnah had 
children^ but Hannah had no children. And this man 
went up out of his city yearly ^ to worjhip and to Jacrifice 
unto the Lord of Hofis in Shiloh. And the two fons of 
Eliy Hophni andPhinehas^ thepriefts of the Lord, were 
there. And vjkcn the time was that Etkanah of- 
feredy he gave to Peninnah his wife^ and to all her fons 
and her daughter Sy portions. But unto Hannah he gave 
a worthy portion : for he loved Hannah ; but the Lord 
had/hut up her womb. And her adverfary aljo provoke 
ed her fore y for to make her fret y becaufe the Lord had 
Jhut up her womb. And as he didfo year by yeary when 
file zvent up to the houfe of the Lord, fojhe provoked her \ 
therefore Jhe wepty and did not eat. Then [aid Elkanah 
her hufband to hery Hannahy why weepeji thou ? and 
why eatejl thou not ? and why is thy heart grieved ? Am 
not I better to thee than ten fons ? 

LECTURE XVL 
Hiftory of Hannah, 197 

I Sam. i. 9 — 18. — So Hannah rofe up after they had 
eaten in Shikhy and after they had drank. Now Eli 
the priejlfat upon a feat by a pojl of the temple of the 
Lord. And pie was in bitternefs of fouly and prayed 
unto the Lordy and wept fore. Andflte vowed a vowy 
andfaidy O Lord of HoJlSy if thou wilt indeed look on 
the affliction of thine handmaidy and remember mey and 
not forget thine handmaidy but wilt give unto thine 
handmaid a man-childy then I will give him unto the 
Lord all the days of his life y and there Jhall no razor come 
upon his head. And it came to pafs as fhe continued 
praying before the Lordy that Eli mc^rked her mouth. 

Now 
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Now Hannahy fie fpake in her hearty only her lips mov- 
ed, but her voice was not heard : therefore Eli thought 
fie had been drunken. And Eli /aid unto her, Hozv 
long wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine from 
thee. And Hannah anfwered and/aid, Noy my lord^ I 
am a woman of a forrowful fpirit : I have drank 
neither wine nor fbrong drink, but have poured out my 
foul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid for 
a daughter of Belial : for out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief have I fpoken hitherto. Then Eli 
anfwered and f aid. Go in peace : and the God of Ifrael 
grant thee thy petition that thou hafi ajked of him. 
And fie faid. Let thine handmaid find grace in thy 
fight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more fad. 

LECTURE XVII. 
Hiftory of Hannah. 209 

I Sam. i. 19 — 23. — And they arofe up in the morning 
early, and worfiipped before the Lord, and returned, 
and came to their houfe to Ramah : and Elkanah knew 
Hannah his wife, .and the Lord remembered her. 
Wherefore it came to pafs, when the time was come 
about, after Hannah had conceived, that fiie bare a fon, 
and called his name Samuel, faying, Becaufe I have 
afied him of the Lord. And the man Elkanah^ and all 
his houfe^ went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
facrifice^ and his vow. But Hqnnah went not up : 
forjhefaid unto her hufband^ I will not go up until the 
child he weaned^ and then I will bring hinij that he may 
appear before the Lord^ and there abide forever. And 
Elkanah her hufband faid unto her^ Do what feemeth 
thee good ; tarry until thou have weaned him ; only 
the Lord eflablijh his w9td. So the woman abode^ and 
gave her fon fuck until fhe weaned him. 

LECTURE 
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Hiftoiy &E Mannah. ng 

1 Sam* i. 24 — 28.-^711/ when Jhe had nveaned biniy 
Jhe took him up with her^ with ^hree buHods^^ aitd one 
ephah offiour^ and a battle of wine^ tind brought him 
unto the houfe of the Lord in Shilob. And the child 
was young. And tbeyjlew a itdlockj attd bri)Ught the 
child to Eli. Andfbsfaid^ fny hrd^ as thyfoid4iv^ 
ethj viy'hrd^ I am tl:>e woman tbctt Jiobd by thee herCy 
praying unto the Lord. For this child I prayed^ and 
the Lord hath given me my petition which I ajked of 
him. Therefore alfo I have lent him to the LffrS cs 
long as he liveth ; he fhall be lent to the Lord. And 
he worfhipped the Lord there. 

L i: C T U R E XIX. 
Hiftoiy of Hannah. 128 

t Sam. ii. 1— .10.— >^;zi* Hannah prayed^ and faid^ 
My heart rejoiceth in the Ldfd : mine horn is ex^ 
alted in the Lord^ my mouth is inlarged over mine 
enemies : becaufe I rejoice in thy falvation. There 
is none holy as the Lord : for there is none befide- 
thee : neither is there any rock like our God. Talk 
no more fo exceeding proudly/ let not ar-rogancy iome 
out of your mouth : for the Lord is a God rf knowl- 
edgCy and by him anions are weighed. The bows of 
the mifhty men are broken^ dnd they that Jiumbkd are 
girded with firength. They that were fall have hired 
out themfelves for bread; and they thai were himgry 
ceafcd ; fo that the barren hath bpmfeven : andfhe 
that hath many children it waxed feeble. The Lord 
killethy and maketh alive : he bringeth down to the 
grave^ and bringeth up. The Lord niaketb poor^ and 

maketb 
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makeib rich : he bringetb lowy an4 Hfteth up* He raif- 
€th t^ the poor out of the duji^ and Itfictb up the beggar 
from the dunghill J tofet them among princes i^ and to nmke 
them, inherit the throne of glory : Jor the pillars of the 
earth are the Lord*Sj and he hathfet the world upon 
them* He wi(l kfep the feet of bis faints^ and the wick-- 
ed Jhfill be ft lent in darknefs : for by Jirengthjhall no 
man prevail. The adverfaries of the Lord fhall be 
broken to pieces : out of heaven Jball he th wider tjpon 
them : the Lord Jhall judge the ends of the earth ; and 
he Jhall givejtrength tofto bis kingy and exalt the horn 
of his anointed. 

LECTURE XX- 

Hiftpiy of Haxin^h. ^^o 

i Sam. ii. 18—21.— 5a/ Samuel, mini/lered before 
the Lord^. being a child j girded with a linen epbod. 
Moreover his mother made him a little coat^ and 
brought it to him from year to year^ when Jhe came 
up with her hujbandy to offer the yearly facrijice. 
And Eli bieffed Elkanah and his wife^ and faid^ 
The Lord gfve thee feed of this woman^ for the 
loan which is lent to the Lord. And they went unto 
their own home. And the Lord vifited Hannah^ fo 
that Jhe conceived^ and bare three fons and two daugb* 
ters. And the child Samuel grew before the Lord. 

LECTURE XXL 
Hiftory of Hannal:i. 251 

I Sam. ii. 12 — 17, 23, 24.'— Now the fons of EH 
were fops of Belial : tJeey knew not the Lord. And 
the priejls^ cuflom with the people was^ that when 
any man offered facrijice^ the priefi^s fervant came 

wfnle 
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while the Jlejh was in feething^ with a fiejh-hook of 
three teeth in his hand : and he Jiruck it into the pan^ 
or kettle^ or caldron^ or pot : all that the Jtejh-hook 
brought up^ the priejt took for himfelf: fo they did in 
Shilohy unto all the Ifraelites that came thither. Alfo 
before they burned the fat ^ the pricJV s fer*oant canie^ and 
faid to the man that facrifccd^ Give Jiejh to roajlfor 
the priejl : for he will not have fodden fiejh of thee^ 
but raw. And if any man faid unto him^ Let them not 
fail to bum thefatprefently : and then take as much as, thy 
foul dejireth^ then he would anfwer him, Nay^-but thou 
JJTdlt give it me now : and if not, I will take it by force. 
Wherefore the Jii^ of the young men was very great 
before the Lord, for men cibhorred the offering of 
the Lord. Now Eli was very old, and heard all that 
bis fons did unto all Ifrael. And he faid unto them. 
Why doyefuch things ? for I hear of your evil dealings 
* by all this people. Nay, my fons : for it is no good 
report that I hear ; ye make the Lord*s people to tranf 
grefs. 

LECTURE XXII. 
Hiftory of Hannah. 262 

I Sam. ii. 26.^-^And the child Samuel grew on, and was 
in favour both with the Lord and a^o with men. 
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L JE C T U R E I. ' 

G£N£SIS ii. l8. 

And the Lord Godfaidy It is not good that the manjhould ^ 
be alone^ I will make him an help meet fir him. 

jl he holy fcriptures always exhibit the moft fim- 
ple and the juflefl view of every fubjed which they 
treat. And what fubje& of importance to man do 
they not treat ? The God who made lu what we are, 
formed man after a model, deftined him for a fpecial 
fituation, and to fnlfil a fpecific purpbfe. His iacuU 
ties, his relations, his duties, his demands, his delights, 
were all, from the beginning, prefent to the eye of 
his Creator ; and a correfponding arrangement and 
provifion were made by Him, who feeth the end from 
the commencement, and who exadly adjufh all, ac- 
cording to number, weight and meafure. 

The perfedion of the works of God, is a beautiful 
.and gradual progrefs toward perftdion : from inani- 
mate to vegetative, from vegetative to animal, from 
animal to rational nature ; each approaching to, 
bordering upon each, but every one circumfcribed by 
a boundary which it cannot pafs, to difturb and con« 
Vol. VI. B found 
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found the province of another. The fcale of being, 
as to this glob^, was complete when God had " creat- 
ed man in his own image/' But focial exiftence was 
not perfefttili it pleafed God to draw man out of fol- 
itudfe, by making him *' an help meet for him." This 
fimply, yet clearly, unfolds woman's nature, ftation, 
duty, ufe and end. Thi§ raifes her to her proper rank 
and importance, and indru^ her how moft eifedlual- 
ly to -fupport them ; this forbids her to alpire after 
rui^Sj for her Maker de(igned her as " an helper ;*' 
this fecures for her affeftion and refpeft, for how is it 
poflible to hate or defpife what God and nature hare 
rendered effential to our happinefs. If the intention 
of the Creator, therefore, is attended to, the refpeftivc 
claims and duties of the (exes are fettled in a moment, 
and an end is put to all unprofitable difcuifion of fu- 
periority and inferiority, of authority and fubjedion, 
in thofe whofe deftination, and whofe duty it is, to be 
nmtaailly helpful, attemive and afi€dio&at«« 

The feaiiJ^ chara£kei^ and condud have frequently 

frefented themfelves in the courfc of the hiftory of tlie 
latrlarcfas* And; indeed how can th« life ol man be 
feparated from tljiat of womail ? Their amiable quafi- 
ties and prai&^worthiy a£tion« have been occafiqnattf 
poimef ^)it()«ttad»onr€fer^ though wkhotit adula- 

tiopy conamended : tbeir faviJts and follies have been^ 
with equal freedo^i, ^xpofed and cenfured. But in 
the inftanjces referred to, female condud has under- 
gone only an accidental and tranfient review, in de- 
tached fragments, and as fupplementary to, or pro- 
ducing infltience on, the cond^id of man* The pen- 
cil of infpiimtibn^ however, having introduced petfens 
of the gentler iex into its inimitabte compositions ; 
add tfajeie not always thrown into the back-ground or 
placed i& the fiiad>e, %yt fometimes fpringing forward 
into the light, and glowing in alt the brilliaocy of <x>I- 
oi^ritig, I have been inducdd, with trembling fteps, t^ 
foHow the heavenly guide j and to follow up the 
fainter iketches* of a Skaorgib, a Rebekah^ a Rachel, a 
i . :i Miriam, 
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Miriam, until the more ifinifl\ed portraits " of Deborah^ 
the wife of Lapidoth/* « Ruth the Mdabitefs^^' and 
*' Hnnnah," the mother of Samuiel the prophet. In 
order to introduce thefe with greater advantage, I 
mean to employ the prefent Lefture, in giving t, gener- 
al delineation bf the female charifter, as it is reprefent- 
ed in the paifage now tead, and a^ being the purpofii , 

and aft of this great Lord of nature, " an help meet 1 

for man." Every creature was intended to yield heljJ 
to man : the flower, with it^ beauty and fragrance ) 
the tree, with its nutricious fruit 5 the animal ttibefe^ 
with all their powers of miniftririg fatisfaftion to the 
fcnfes or to the mind. Adam futveyed them all with 
delight, faw their feveral cbarafters in their feveral 
forms, gave them names, obferved and glorified his 
Creator's perfeftions difplayed in himfelf, and in 
them. But ftill he was alone amldft all this multi- 
tude ; the underftanding wais employed^ but the heart 
wanted its objeft : the tongue could nafne all that the 
eye beheld, but there was no tender, fympathetic ear, 
to which it could fay, " how fair, how lovely, ho\tf 
glorious is all this that we behold !" " For Adam there 
wa$ not found an help meet for him." The want of 
nature is no fooner perceived by tlw»g¥eat Parent of 
man, than it is fupplied ; the ^\^ of reafoii is nb 
fooner expteffed than gratified. Paternal care and 
tendernefs even outrun and prevent the calls of filial 
neceflity. Adam has felt no void, uttered no com- 
plaint, but '^ the Lord God faid. It is not good that 
the man fhould be alone : I wiU make him an help 
meet for him.** And with God, execution tertainly 
and inftantaneoufly follows defign. " And the Lord 
God caufed a deep ileep to fall upon Adam, and he 
flept : and he took one of hislftbs, and clofed up the 
flefli inftead thereof. And the rib which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. • And Adam faid. This is 
now bone of my bones, ajid flefti of my fleilh : flic 
(ball be ealled Woman, becaufe flie was taken out of 
B ^ man. 
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man. Therefore (hall a man leave his father and hie 
mother, and fhall cleave unto his wife : and they fhali 
be one flefli."* How completely fuitable an helper 
God provided for man in a ftate of finlefs. perfedion , 
tranfceiids imagination, much more defcription ; all 
that is lovely in form, all that is graceful in manner, 
all tHat is exalted in mind> all that is pure in thought, 
all tliat is delicate in fentiment, all that is enchanting 
in coiiverfation. This felicity was made fubjed to al- 
teration ; this harmony was not to continue perfed ; 
but the original intention of the Creator was not to 
be defeated, no, but even in a ilate of degradation, 
difficulty and diftrefs, as in a ftate of purity and peace, 
it was ftill the deftination of Providence, that womaa 
fliould be " an helpmeet" for man. In what import* 
ant refpeds we are bow to inquire. 

The fir ft and moft, obvious is, as his counfellor and 
coadjutor in bringing up their common offspring. 
Education, on die part of the mother, commences from 
the moment ftie has the profpeft of being a mother ; 
and the care of her o^n health is, thenceforth, the 
firft duty which ihe owes to her child! t From that 
moment too ihe becomes in a peculiar fenfe ^* an help 
meet" for manty .as being the depoiitary and guardian 
of their moft precious joint concern. How greatly ift 
her value now enhanced ! Her exiftence is multiplied, 

her 

♦ Verfc 2i-»24« 

"I" Tlie inftruftions given to the. wife of Manoah, and mother of 
Sampfon the Nazariie, (Jud. xiii- 4) " Now therefore bewareyl 
pray thee, and drink not wine, nor (Irong drink, and cat not any un- 
clean thing," are not merely arbitrary, injun(aioDS, adapted to a par- 
ticutar branch of political economy, and intended to ferve local and 
temporary purpofcs ; no, thc^are conftitntions of nature, rcafon, and 
experience, which unite in recommending, to thofe who have the 
profpc<5t of being mothers, a ftrift attention to diet, to cxercif«, to 
temper, to every thing which, affe^ing the fiamc of their own body 
or mind, may communicate an imporunt, a lafUng, perhaps indelible 
imprcflion to the body or mind of their ofTsiTing. A proper regimen 
for tlieiiifelves is, therefore, the firft ftage of educatiop for their chil- 
dren. I^he negbd of it is frequently found produ^ive of effe^ 
which no future culture 13 able to aJtcr or rcdlify. 



Lect. L IntroduSiory LeSure. it 

her duration is extended. A man-child is at length 
born into the world ; and what helper fo meet for the 
glad father in rearing the tender babe, as the mother 
. who bare him. There ^e x)ffices which fhe, and only 
ihe, can perform ; there are afiedions which fhe, and 
only fhe, can feel ; there are difficulties which fliey 
and only fhe, can furmount* Nature has here fo.hap'- 
pily blended' the duty with the recompenfe, that they 
cannot be difUnguifhed or feparated. In performing 
every ad of maternal tendernefs, while fhe tends and 
nourifhes the body of her infant, flie is gradually and 
iufenfibly forming his mind. His very firfl expreffions 
of look, voice and geflure, are expreflipns of the im- 
portant lefibns which his mother has already taught 
him, attachment, gratitude, a fenfe of obligation and 
dependence. Hitherto fhe is the fole inflrud:or, atid 
*•* a fl^angcr intermeddleth not with her joy." . The 
• dawning of reafon appears -j the folicitude of a father 
awakes ; what a tafk is impofed upop iiim ! Who is 
fufficien^ for it ? But he is not left to perform it alone« 
The Lord God has provided him *^ an help meet for 
him,*' one prompted by duty, drawn by affedion, 
trained by experience, to aflifl him in the 

Delightful tafk ! To rear the tender thought, 
.To teach the young idea how to fhoot. 
To pour the irefh inflruftion o'er the mind. 
To breathe th' enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous purppfe ip the glowing breafl. 

Thomson. Spring, 1148. 

In the more advanced flages of education, after the 
pupil is removed from under the maternal wing, of 
what affiflance to the father ,*of what importance to 
the child, aie the delicate ideas, and the tender coun*. 
fels of a wife and virtuous woman ! Read " the words 
of ^^ king Lemuel, the prophecy which his mother 
taught hjim,''* and judge whether a mother may be 
an uf^ful *^ help" in inftruding a fon, a grown fon, 

and 
* ProT. xxxi. I — 9, 
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and that fon a priace. In truth, the mother's influ- 
ence oter the clul4» as it begins earlier, fo it i& of much 
longer duration than the father's* The fon, having 
become a man, or approaching to that ftate, begins to 
feel \meafy under the reftraints of paternal authority ;. 
be longs to fliake the yoke from off hisi neck ; he 
pants for independence—- he mail obtain it But what 
ingenuous young man ever felt a mother's yoke gall- 
ing, or longed for emancipation from the filken fetters 
in which her gentle fingers had entangled his TquI ^ 
In the perfe£k'i6n of underilanding, in the plenitude 
of power, in the felf-gratulation of indq)endence, to. 
her milder reafoa he fUU fubmits, her unal&iming 
fway he readily acknowledges., and, independent on 
all things elfe, he feels he cannot do without the fmiles. 
of maternal approbation, the admonitions o£ maternal 
folicitude, the reproo£s of maternal tendetnei^ and in- 
tegrity. 

Whatever be th^ difpofitions, whate:ver tke faculties 
of the child, whether earlier or later in liiGe, the bufi- 
nefs neither of father nor mailers can proceed wi&ly 
apd well, without the co-operation of the mother. 
Who knows fo well as fhe, the road to. th^ under^ 
{landing, the road to the heart? Who has ikill like 
her, to encourage the timid and reprefs the bold ? 
Who has power and addrefs like a mother's, to fnb- 
due the ftubborn and confirm the irrefolute*? Who 
can with fuch exquifite axt draw out, put in motion, 
and dire£l ordinary or fuperior powers ; place good- 
n^efs in its faired e^nd moil attradive light, and expofe 
vice in its mofl hideous and forbidding form ? In the 
cafe of thofe perfons who have unhappily grofsly de- 
viated from the path of virtue, how many have beea 
flopped, converted, brought back, by confiderations 
of maternal feelings — fhiime, and forrow, and regret j 
and by the recoUeftion of early lefTons, and principles, 
and refolutions. Having been ^^ trmined up, when a 
child, in the way wherein he fhould walk," the maa 

calls 
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calls it to reincmt)fanc6 in old agcj approves it, returns 
to it, and " departs from it** no more. 

In educating, the children of her ovvii fdt, the motK- 
^r feems to be rftore than " an help meet'* for man. 
The truft chieflyj it not entirely, devolves on her : 
arid ^frhcre could it be depofited fo well ? The knowl- 
edge (he has of herfelf, experience of the world, and 
iriaternal affeftion, are all Ihe heeds to qualify her iox 
this arduous undertaking. A mother only can enter 
into the feelings, and w^eakheifes, and necei^fities of a 
young female, entering on an unknown, varying, 
tempeftuous, dangerous ocean; for (he remembers how 
fhe herfelf felt and feared, what fhe needed, and how 
flie was relieved,, and uffifted, and carried through. 
And to a mother only can a young female impart the 
numberlefs, namelefs anxieties which every ftep fhe 
takes in life neceflarily excite. When fhe converfes 
with her mother, it is only thinking aloud. A moth- 
er's conduft is tfie lovelieft pattern of virttie, and tlie 
hope of a mother's applaufc is, next to God's, the 
mod powerful motive to imitate it. The fu'periority 
of female to male youth in refpedt of moral, whatever 
be the cafe as to iritelleftual improvement, is clearly 
deducible from the larger (hare which tlie mother has 
in the education of the one, than of the other. And 
the more liberal and enlarged fpirit of the times we 
live in, procuring for the female world a more liberal 
and rational education, is daily evincing to what an 
•equality of intelleftual endowment they are capable 
of rifing, and thereby of, in all refpeSs, fulfilling the 
defign of the Creator, who faid in the beginning, ** 1 
will make for man an help meet for him.*' 

I now proceed to mention a fecond mofl important 
refped, in which it is the obvious intention of Provi- 
dence that woman fliould be '* an help meet" for 
man, namely, the care and management of his 
worldly eftate. 

In a paradifaical ftate man did not, and in, what is 
improperly called, the ftate of nature, he could not 

long 
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long continue. In the former, there was labour, im« 
pofed not as a burden or a punifhment, but beftowed 
as a privilege and a fource of delight. The help of 
woman enhanced the value of that privilege, and im- 
proved that delight : and even in paradife, the atten- 
tion of Eve to the difpofal of the fruits of his labour, 
muft have been to the m^n, an exquifite acceilion to 
the pleafure of enjoyitig them. The arrangement 
which her tafte and aire had m?ide conftitut^d the 
charm of the repaft. In a ftate of uncultivated na- 
ture, the fubfiftence of the day is man*$ objeft, H9 
has no idea of " much goods, laid up for many years." 
But the fociety and aiBflance of his rude companion 
are neceflary to give a relilh to ** what he took in 
jiunting j" and " the burden and heat of tl^ day," 
he theerfiilly encounters, in the profpeft of the re- 
frefhment and repofe of the evening ; and even the 
hut in the defert exhibits the accomplifhment of the 
Creator's purpofe, woiifen " an help meet" for ms^n, 
managing' hi^ fcanty portion with difcretion, 3^n4 
doubling it by participation. 

As the ftate of fociety advanced, new ideas of prop- 
erty muft have been produced. The labour of to-day 
began to look forward } " to-morrow, and to-morrow, 
and to-morrow," The care of pofterity arofe. Per- 
manency muft be given to poffeffion. The earth and 
Its produce are parcelled out, men " call their lands 
by their names," " hoiife is joined to houfe, and field 
added to field." Put could man do this alone ? No. 
In vain have his labour and ikill provided '' bread 
enough, and tofpare^^ unlefs the wpmaja's prudent at- 
tention manjige that fufHciency, ?ind lay up that fur- 
plus, for the evil day which may coipe. No man ever 
profpered in the world, without th^ ^onfent and co- 
operation of his wife. Let him be ever fo frugal, reg- 
ular, induftrious, intelligent, fuccefsful— -all goes 
for nothing, \i Jhe Js'prohife, diforderly, indolent, or 
unfaithful to her truff. His farm profpers, his barn 
is filled with plenty, " the floors are full of wheat, the 
fats 
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his averflow with wine and oil," his cattle increafe, 
he is waxing rich. Hi$ neighbpur's commerce thrives, 
his plans were well laid } Providence fmile& ; the 
wings of every wiiid are wafting to his door gold, and 
lilver, and precious things. The talents of a third are 
procuring for hifi^ reputation, and diftindon, and hon- 
our, and wealth. How caitle they all to fail ? Who 
opened the door, and let poverty ruih in as an armed 
man ? The thing fpeaks for itfelf* The defign of 
heaven i^ defeated ; the parties were " unequally 
yoked ;*' the " help" foun4 for thefe men, was not 
*• an help meei^' for them. Skill, was counteraftea 
by carelefsnefs ; the fruits of diligence were fcattered 
libout by the hand of difSpation ; the laboiirs of a 
year periflied in the fitting of an evening ; ** by much 
llothfulnefs the building decayed, and through idlenefs 
of the hands, the houfe dropped through." 

But " O how good a thing it is, and how pleafant," 
when the gracious intentions "of God and nature are 
fulfiUed! With what fpirit ajid perfeverance does a 
man labpur in his vocation, when he knows that his 
earnings will be f;uthfullyjM|pofed, and carefully im- 

J>roved ! l^ith what co|(^Hce will he refort to his 
arm, to his merchandife^ J^ver land, over the feas, 
ineet difficufty, meet danger, if he has the aifurance, 
that he is not fpending his time and ftrength for 
nought and in vain^; that all is well and fafe at home ; 
that indulgent Heaven has crowned all his other blefl- 
ings, jvith that of " an help meet for him," a difcreet 
manager o( his eilate, a fellow-labourer with him, 
from intereft^ from affeftion, from a fenfe of duty, in 
" doing juftly," ifi feconding the goodneft pf Divine 
Providence, in making fair provifion for the time to 
come, in " providing things honeft in the fight of all 
mien !" I conclude this branch of my fubjeft, with a 
portrait drawn by the pencil of infpiration ; may Heav- 
en propagate the refemblance. 

" Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is 
far above rubies.' The heart of her hufband doth 

fafely 
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fafely truft in her, fo that he fhall have no need of 
fpoil. She wiif do him good and nbt evil alt the days 
of her life. She. feeketh wool and flax, and worketh 
willingly with het hands. She is like the merchants 
fiiips, (he bringeth her food from afar. She tifeth alfo 
while ii is yet night, and giveth meettoherhoufehold, 
and a portion to her maidens.. She confidcreth a 
field, and bayeth it : with the fruit of. her hands Ihe 
planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her toins ^Ath 
ilrength, and ftrthgtheneth her arms. She percdveth 
tliat her merchandife is good : her candle goeth not 
out by night. She layeth her hands to the fpindle, 
and her hands hoid the diftafP. She ftretcheth ouf 
her hand to the poor ; yea, ihe teacheth forth her 
hands to the needy. She is nof afraid of the fnow 
fpr her houfphpld: for all her houfehold are cloatheJ 
with fcarjet. She maketh herfetf coverings of rapef- 
try : her cloathing h filfc and purplp. Her hufband 
is known in the gates when he fitteth among the el- 
ders of the land. She maketh fine linen, and felleth 
it ; and deliv^ereth glrdJcs unto .the merchant. Strength 
and honour are her cloalteac : and (he ftvaU rejoice in 
time to come. She openRnner mouth wUl* >^fdom ;. 
and in her tongue is the law of kindnefs# She look- 
eth well to the ways of her houfehold, aVid eateth not 
the bread of idlenefs. Her childr<yi arife up, and calt 
her bleffed ; her hufband alfo, and be pfaifeth. her. 
Many daughters have done virtuoufly, but thou exceU 
Icll th jm all. Favour is deceitful, and beduty is vain : 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, Ihe Ihall bepraif- 
ed. Give her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her* 
own works praife her in the gates." *" 

A third refpeft in which God intended that womam 
fliould be " an help meet*^ for man, is the care of his 
health, and every thing connefted with it ; his tran- 
quillity of mind, his temper, his character and reputa- 
tion : without which the greateft bodily vigour will 

quickly 

• Prov. xxxL xo— .31. 
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<)ukkly dacay and knk^ and Ufe wilt ceafe to be a 
bleffing. 

It is pleafant to have a companion in folitude, an at 
fiftant ii\ laboux, a fetiow^parcakor ia joy. But hun^i^ 
lifb contains varieties painful, ' as weU as pleafant^ 
Sorro.\ir, a^d pain, and foiicitude, and (Sfappaintni^nt 
enter into the hiftory of man : "and he is but half- pro- ' «^ 

videdfor the voyage of life, who has fou^ an alfoci- 
ate for his happier days only ^ y^\Ale fo9 his months of 
darkneJk and dtftref^ no fympathizing partner is pre- 
pared, no. ♦' help meet** is found. The provident 
care of the Almighty meets every wifli and want o§ 
man ; and in beftowing upon bim a co^npanion for 
youth, a ftiarer in felicity, a partner in property, he* 
Mr^s fecuring for him, at a diftancci^ a friend in age, > 
folace in almftion, a partner in want — ^^ a friend that 
fticketh clofer than a brother." 

If a man's worldly eftate, whether it be much or Hn 
tie, is wifely managed, one foundation of health and 
comfort is laid ; and (he who is thus habitually em- 
ployed, may be confidered as^ adminiftring a perpet- 
ual medicine, or cordial to her hud^aud. But 
no prudence, of fbrefight can ward off the attack 
of difeafe, or crevent the (broke of calamity ; afflu- 
ence cannot purchafe releafc from pain, nor tender- 
nefs.cool the fever in the blood. But the fuSereris 
not left deftitute. There i^ one ear into which he can 
pour out all his heart ; there is one hand ever ready 
to relieve him.; " one life beund up in his life. '^ 
And as enjoyment derived all its reli(h from participa- 
tion, fo mifery lofes all its anguifli- in the bofom of 
fympathy and kindnefs. The fpirit of penitence is 
inferior only to unfullied innocence ; and next to the 
bleffing of unimpaired health, and uninterrupted com- 
fort, is the confolation of ficknefs alleviated, and com- . 
fort reftored, by the gentle language and engaging cf- 
* fices of love. "What fliall I fay ? Is there not, perhaps, 
in the reftoration of repenting, guill^^ and in the fuf- . 
penfion of woe» by the affidutty of jiffetSiion, a pecu- 
liar 



^^ 
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liar ladsfadion^^and a delight, which perfe£l inno- 
cence and perfed health could not pofiibly have 
Jmown? 

The regular temperature of a man^s body is, howev* 
cr, only one ingredient in the cup of health. *• An 
help meet for him'' will be anxious to preferve a 
found mind in a found 1>ody$ will endeavour to pre* 
yent or to difpel painful refledion ; will remove difqui- 
ieting obje£t$ ; will prefent fmiling images ; will 
watch the ebbing and flowing of pailion, will bear and 
forbear, and, like jthe beft of beings, *' will overcome 
evil with good/' 

She ^D^ill likewife confider herfelf as entrufted with 
the care of his good name. His reputation is her 
brighteft ornament ; his honour is her joy, and crown 
of rqpicing. If he i;s difgraced, flie is degraded. Ev. 
ery inftance of mifcondufl: in her, ihe knows, glances 
at him i and therefore to fupport his dignity is a pow- 
erful motive with her to ad wifely and well. She re- 
fleds, that not only by grofs deviatioijs from duty in 
the wife, doe§ the hufband fuffer in charader, but 
that levity, indifcretion, carelefenefs in her, are an 
imputation upon hi3 underftanding, and,m the opin- 
ion of the world, ijiceffantly upbraid him with the 
choice he has made, of <' an help meet ftr him." As 
ihe would therefore compaffionately nurfe his body in 
pain and ficknefs ; and prudently ftudy and watch his 
temper, amidft the conflid of contending paffions, fo, 
to approve herfelf what God .and nature meant her to 
be, fhe will guard his fame, the life of his life, "as her 
precious eye," and thus, in every thing relating boih 
to mental and bodily health, to private comfort and 
public eftimation, " Ihe will do hitii good, and not 
evil, all the days of her life.'' 

But there \s fomewhat ftjll dearer, ftill more facred 
to a man than children or property, than health or 
reputation, fomewhat which, negleded, forfeited, loft, 
it " will profit hioa nothing to gain even the whole 
world j" and in the fecuring and prpmpting of which, 

who 
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who is fo qualified to minifter and ailtft srs kef, whom 
the Father of mercies gave him, to be " an help meet 
for him ?*' I mean, 

IV. The falvation of the immortal foul. This is 
indeed a perfpnal concern ; an intereft which cannot 
be transferreid or communicated. The good-will of 
another cannot impart it } the remifsnefs of another 
cannot defeat it : to God, his great Mafter, here, er- 
ery man ftandeth or falleth, for " every one muft give 
account of himfelf to God." But is it not obvious, 
thit example, that reafon, that co-operation, poffefs a 
mighty influence toward promoting or obftrufting 
perfonal piety, growth in grace, toeetnefs for the 
kingdom of heaven ? Is the man imprefled with the 
worth, with the danger of his ovm foul ; does he feel 
*' the powers of a world to come ;" is his mind turn- 
ed to devotion ; is the loye of God fhed abroad in hi« 
heart ? How will fuch impreflions be fixed and ftrength- 
ened, by endeavouring to' communicate them to a be- 
loved objeft, and by receiving back the imprelfion, 
heightened and improved, from that objeA? How 
much more exaked and affecting is a fenfe of divine 
goodneis, when it is beheld embracing more than one ! 
when it is feen conferring immortality, eternity, on 
virtuous human afFedions ! what a live coal applied 
to devotion, when the folitary my Father and my God, 
is changed into the focial our Father and our God ! 
How is the hope of glory ennobled, extended, animat- 
ed, by the profped of participation ! " Here am I, 
Holy Father, with her whom thou gaveft me, to be 
an help meet for me. . We were one in intereft and af- 
fection ; one in the faith of the gofpel, and the prac- 
tice of piety ; our prayers afcended in one ftream oF 
incenfe, and every gift of thy providence and grace 
was multiplied and fweetened to each by being be- 
llowed on the other. Sweet were our labours of love 
to our joint oflFsjiring ; fwect oUr united efforts to im- 
prove the bounty of our common parent ; Iweet the 
fympathies of kindred hearts, in fickiiefs and in health, 

in 
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in forrow and ki joy, in gddd and \A bad repott; but 
fwceter far the confolatiofia of reEgion, the proI^e£b 
of life and immortality brought to light by th'e gg|^rf«'* 
We come together to " receive the end tf ourfditb^ the 
falvalion ofourfmls ; as, through grace, tJitc have been 
made helpers of each other's faith^ let us be, eternal- 
ly, helpers of each other's joy." 
. Is the man, unhappily, dead to all fenfe of religion ; 
fwallowed up of time and fenfe ; is his great, or only 
inquiry, " What fhall I eat, what fhall I drink, where- 
withal (hall 1 be clothed ?'* Or, more wretched ftill, 
i% he delivered over ** to commit iniquity with greedi- 
nefs,** *' and to glory in his (hame ?" What are the 
moft likely means of awakening him to refleflion, of 
reaching his (ionfcience, oi melting his heart, of 
changing his conduct ? Preaching is vain, he turns 
" a deaf ear to the voice of the charmer, charm he 
never fo wifely :" profperity fofters pride and forget- 
fulnefs of God \ adverfity only hardens him the more j 
reafon is perverted, paflion has acquired the afcend- 
ant, the power of habit predominates : but the Lord 
God has provided *^ aii help tneet for him/* When 
public inftruftion and foreign reproof have failed, 
the mind is ftill acceffible. The unafFcfted, unoften* 
tatious charm of genuine female piety is felt and un- 
derftood, and becomes efficacious ; the filent, unup- 
braiding regret of conjugal tenderncfs fupplies the 
place of a thoufand arguments, and forces its way to 
the heart ; *' the efteftual fervent prayer" of a gra- 
cious woman " availeth much ;" the " believing wife" 
draws to the Redeemer, with the cords of love, 
*' the unbelieving hufband ;" fhe becomes the bleffed 
inftrument of " Converting the fmner from the error 
of his way, fhe faves a foul from death, (he hides a 
multitude of fins," and, in the nobleft fenfe of the 
word, approves herfelf " an help meet" for man. 

In all thefe important refpefts, the original defign 
of Eternal Wifdom, in the formation of woman, is 
plain and palpable. To have fulfilled one branch of 

duty. 
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duty, and even to have excelled in it, is no exemption 
from the obligation of the reft. The duties of yfe and 
of religion run in a fcrles, one is linked with another, 
fuppofes it, cannot be feparatcd from it. To no pur- 
pofe are children well educated, if through the indo- 
lence, folly, or vice of parents, they are launched into 
the world in cjpubtful, diflionourable, embarraffed or 
diftrefsful circumftances. What is it to me, that my 
fortune is prudently and frugally managed, if my per- 
fon is oeglefted, my temper trifled with, my reputa- 
tion facrificed, " my good name filched from me ?" 
And what is the acquifition of a world, at the expenfe 
of my foul ? — 

Let it be underftood and remembered, that every 
word which has been faid of the obligation laid on 
woman, as " an help meet** for man, applies, with at 
leaft equal propriety and force, to man, as the helper 
and friend of woman. Does he poffefs fuperiority of 
any kind ? It is evidently intended not to opprefs, but 
to fupport. His greater ftrength is given for her pro- 
teftion ; his more vigorous or profound powers of 
thought arc defig^ed to be her inftruftor and guide. 
'Whatever advantage, real or aj^rent, each may have 
above the other. Providence clearly wills to be cmploy- 
td for the comfort and benefit of the other. A con- 
tention of mutual affedion, beneficence, forbearance, 
forgivenefa, is the only ftrife which nature, rcafon and 
decency pemit to this ftate and relation. 

We proceed to iUuftrate female utility and import- 
ance in focial life, by certain noted examples from 
the facred record. May God fmile on every attempt 
It commupicate ufeful truths Amexu 
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LECTURE 11. 

JUDGES iv. 4, 5. 

And Deborah a prophetefsy the wife of Lapidath^ Jhe 
judged Ifrael at that time. And Jhe dwelt under the 
palm-tree of Deborah j between Ramah and Beth-el in 
mount Ephraim : and the children of Ifrael came tip to 
her for judgment. 

1 HE unremitting attention paid by a wife and gra- 
cious Providence to the affairs of men, affords equal 
matter of wonder and gratitude, with the aftoniflung 
power and fkill difplayed in the firft formation of this 
great univerfe. Let us fuppofe the care of that Prov- 
idence for a little while fu^ended, and the world left 
to itfelf. Who is not (hocked in looking forward ta 
the probable, the certain confequences of that reraif- 
fion ? Behold inftantly the bars of the vaft abyfs burft 
afunder, and " hell itfelf breathing forth deftruftion 
to mankind/* Behold the prince of the power of 
the air reigning and raging without control. Behold 
cRaos and ancient night refuming their murky em- 
pire, and darknefs covering the face of the deep ; 
earth and air confounded ; nature convulfed by the 
fury of contending elements, unreftrained by law ; 
univerfal confufion and wild uproar prevailing. 

Mas, 
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Alas» it is not neceflary to flate the fuppofition fo 
high. To conceive the wretchednefs ot in^kind, 
deprived of the conftant, fuperlntendiug care of Heav- 
en, it \& needlefs to let loo^ the demons of the bot- 
tomlefs pit ; it i$ needlefs to unbridle the fury of the 
ocean, or to aflift the roaring winds in blowing up 
the fire into a hotter flame. Under xhtjligbteji alter-* 
ation of the eftablifhed order of things, all nature 
janguiihes. Remove, for a moment, the all-ruling, 
all-fupporting hand of the great Father of the univerfe, 
and lo, this fair, and fertile region is overwhelmed 
with an inundation, and ihaty is burned to one pumice** 
ftone, by the force of celeftial or fubterraneous*fire. 
Here arifes, a race all males, like the fabled generation 
of warriors which fprung from the ferpent's teeth^ 
armed at all points for mutual deftruftion and flaugh- 
ter ; and there, a nation of timid^ defencelefs females, 
inviting violence and infult. But under that uninter« 
rupted divine fuperintendence all goes on well ; there 
IS no fchifm in the body ; every thing is found in it^ 
place, every thing performs its funftion. The exad- 
f ft proportion between male and female births is pre- 
fervod } the robufter frame is ftill found united to thQ 
ftronger mental faculties ; the delicacy of the feminine 
form indicates, to the very eye, the fofter, gentler 
qualities of the fpirit which inhabits it ; and nature af- 
figns to each the limits of duty, and the fphere of ufe* 
fulnefs and exertion. 

But the^reat God is pleafed to make himfelf known, 
not oniyi||^ general conformity to eftablifhed laws, but 
by occafionat cleviation from them. That the fons^ of 
men may know, it is a^o^urdiDig to his high will, th£% 
all creatures are, and thimL, and a£t^ i^ * 

The hiftory, which this evening gomes under ou^ 
review, exhibits a new thing in the. annals of humaa 
nature ; aflferts the fovereignty of th|AIoft High over 
all perfons and events j places th^emalc charafter 
and importance in a new, a ftriking, and a refpe£la- 
ble point of view ;. and thereby admoni|he$ the one 
Vol. .VI. C . fejc 
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fex to {hink of their own natural general fuperiority 
with deference, affedion and honour to the manly ex- 
cellencies of the female mind^ when cultivated by a 
proper education, direfted ta a worthy objeft, and 
roufed into exertion by^ a great and worthy occafion« 
Hitherto we have fcen wife and good women, in the 
retired vale of domeftic life, their proper and peculiar 
fphere ; Sarah co-operating, in the duties of hofpitaW 
ity, with her venerable lord ; Rebekah r^eflung 
the weary traveller and the thirfty camel with water 
from the well, as they went on their way; Rachel 
and the feven daughters of Jethro tending their fe- 
ther's flocks, and making them to lie down under 
the (hade at noon ; Miriam leading the feftive dance 
and fong, in celebrating the loving-kindnefs of the 
Lord, and the triumphs of Ifrael ; and Rahab giving 
ihelter to the perfecuted fpies, and providing for the 
faf Ay of her father's houfe. 

But we are now to contemplate' female genius and 
talents forcing their way to public obfervation, and to 
everlafting renown : eclipfing mafculine fagacity and 
fortitude ; the infpirer and the example of generous 
patriotifm and martial prowefs. We are to contem- 
plate feminine warmth and eagernefs, under tfie influ- 
ence of prophetic infpiration, and blended with the 
dignity and integrity of the judgment feat ; female 
fpirit, giving breath to the bloody trumpet of war> 
direfting the movements of the embattled hoft, wak- 
ing into facred, poetic rapture, and a^Japtit|^ the joy- 
ful ftrains of viftory, to the mufical i£>\Alwi^ ^h^ 'iv- 
ing lyre. ^ 

Ifrael had now enjoyed, a blcfled repofe of four- 
fcore years ; and are again corrupted by eafe and 
profperity. Their national character and condud, 
are a ftrikii\g^*eprcfentation of thofe, of many indi- 
viduals, whonlp^e are daily meeting with in the 
world ; who are (Capable of bearing neither profperity 
nor iidvcrfity ; whom it is impoflible to ferve or to 
fave ; who by their perverfenefs or folly, are perpet- 
ually 
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ually undoing the kindeft defigns, and countera£ting 
the moft vigorous cflForts of their ftiends in their be- 
balf, and iT^bom, at length, friends are cp^ftrained to 
abandon in defpair. Well has Nehemiah, their coun- 
tryman, defcxibed this chara£ter, and difplayed the 
j>atience and iong-fuflfering of God, in that recapitu- 
lation of their hiuory, addreffed folemnly to Heaven, 
in the ninth chapter of his book ; " And they took 
ftroi^g cities, and a fat 'land, and pofTeiTed houfes full 
of all goods, wells digged, vineyards and olive-yarjds 
and fruit-trees in abundance* So they did eat, and 
were fill^, and became fat, and delighted themfelves 
•in thy great goodnefs. Never thelefs, they were difo- 
bedieat, and rebelled againft thee, and caft thv law 
behind their backs, and flew thy prophets which^tefti- 
fied againft them to turn jthem to thee, and they 
wrought great provocations. Therefore thou deliver- 
edft them into the hand of their enemies, who vexed 
them : and in the time of their trouble, when they 
cried unto thee, thou heardeft them from heaven ; 
and according to thy manifold mercies thou gaveft 
them faviours, who faved them out of the hand of 
their enemies. But after they had reft, they did evil 
again before thee : therefore lefteft thou them in the 

*hand of their enemies, fo that they had the dbminion 
over them ; yet when they returned and cried unto 
thee, thou heardeft them from heaven, and many 
times didft thou deliver them, according to thy mei- 
cies ; an^ teftifiedft againft them, that thou mighteft 
bring them again unto thy law : yet they dealt proud- 
ly, and hearkened not^ unto thy commandments, but • 
finned againft thy judgments, which if a man do, he 
(hall live in them ; and wkhdrew the (boulder, and 
hardened their neck, and would not hear. Yet many 
years didft thou forbear them, and teftifiedft againft 

"them by thy Spirit in thy prophet & ^i'vet would they 

not give ear: therefore gavefl thou them into the 

hand of the people of the lands. Neverthelefs, for 

thy great mercies fake thou didft not utterly confumc 

C 2 them, 
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them, nor farfafce them ; for thou art a gracious dnd 
merciftil God.*** 

If we are to ittdge of the atrocity of the offence com- 
mitted on the occaTion before us, from the feverity of 
the puniflvment, the length of its duration-, and the 
violence of their oppreflbr, we mufl: conchide it to 
have been uncommonly grievous : for the Lord fold 
them into the hand of JabhU king of Canaan^ part of 
whofe formidable hoft confifted of nine hundrAi char- 
iots of iron ; and who for " twenty' years together 
mightily oppreffed the children of Ifrael.** Cafatmity 
is peculiarly oppreflive, when it is embittered with the 
refleftion, that it might have been prevented ; that it 
is the native fruit cf our own doings : and with find- 
ing the wretched afTociates of our guilt the wretched 
partakers of our woe. 

Hope feems quite extinguifiied in Drael. Not one 
man of common fpirit, in the courfe of twenty years 
opprefEon, appears awakened to a fcnfe of his coun- 
try's wrongs, and generonffy prompted to hazard his 
lite in removing, or avenging them* But the caufe of 
the church of God is never to be defpaired of. Its 
emblem is, ** the bulh burning, but not confumed/* 
Its motto, ** caft down, but not deftroyed." And 
whither are our eyes,-at this time, directed to behold* 
the faviour of a flnking country ? Behold the refidue 
of the Spirit is upon the head of a woman ; the lacred 
flame of public fpirit, fmothered and dead in each 
manly bread, yet glows in a female bofom^ and the 
tribunal of judgment, deferted by mafculine virtue and 
ability, is honourably and ufefully filled by feminine 
fenfibility, difcernment, honefty and zeal. ** And 
Deborah a prophetefs, the wife of Lapidoth, fhe judg- 
ed Ifrael at that time."t She was a wife and a moth- 
er in Ifrael, and fuch a wife is .a crown to her huf- 
band, fuch a mo^er, the glory and pride of her chil- 
dren ; but her great, her capacious foul embrac- 
ed more than her own family, aimed at the happi- 

nefs 

* Nch. IX, 25 — 31, t Judges iv. 4. 
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jpefs iof thoufands, fiveetly blended pubUc vith pri^ 
"vate virtue. Is it unr^afonable to fuppofe, that the dif* 
creet and wife management of her own houfehojd, firft 
procured hei; the public notice and efleexn : and that 
the prudent deportment of the.matron, pafled by a v\^\p- 
ural and eafy tranfition into the £mdity pf^he proph^ 
etefo, and the gravity and authority of the fudge ? 
Certain it is, that the reputation which i$ not eftablifli- 
ed on the bails of perfonal goodqefs, like a houfe 
^It upon the fand, iinull fpe^ dily fuik, and fall to 
pieces. 

Hitherto, we have feen only " holy men of God 
fpeaking as they wer^ moved by the Holy Ghoft." 
But the great Jehovah is no reipe^r of perfons or 
fexes : " the fecrjet of the Lord is with thenj that 
fear him, and he fheweth unto them *his holy cove^ 
nant/' The /imple dignity oi her unadorned, unafr- 
fuAiing ftate, is beautifully reprefented : *♦ She dwelt 
VJSiiex the palm-tree of Deborah, between Ramah and 
3eth-el, in Moi;nt Ephraim : and the children of Ifra- 
^i cahie up to her for judgment.''* Behold a female 
mind exalted above the page^try 2^<i pride of exter- 
nal appearance ; not deriving confequence from the 
fplendour pf her attire, the charms of her perfon, or 
the number of her retinue, but from the Abil ity of 
her manners, the pqrity of her cbara^hu^^ mffliiCxtA^ 
nefs of her offic#, the imparjiality oMsr condud, 
the importance of ^er public fervices ; not wandler^ 
ing from place to place, hunting after a little 
cjnfty applaufe^ but fought unto of all Ifrael for 
the eminency^ and extenfive utility of her talents 
and her virtues. Her canopy of ftate was the 
fhade of the palm-tree, her ryl^ of judgment the law 
and the teftimony of the living Ood \ her motive, the 
infpiration of the AWghty ; her aim and end, the 
glory of God and the good of her peopjc ; her re- 
ward, the teftimony of a gpod confdence, the refped 
of a grateful nation, the admiration of future genera- 
tions, 

* Judges It. 5. 
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tions, the fmiles of approving Heaven. What are, 
compared to thefe, the ermined robe, the ivory fcep- 
tre, the chair of ftate, the glittering diadem ! ' 

But alas ! what availeth the moft upright and im- 
partial adminiftration of jufticc, among a people en-^ 
ilaved in the extreme, groaning under a foreign yoke, 
holding liberty, property and liife, by the wretched 
tenure of a tyrant's caprice ? The ardent foul of Deb- 
orah afpires at nothing Ihort of a total emancipation 
of her bleeding country from thefe inglorious chains. 
And like a true prophetefs of the living and true God, 
Ihe engages in this noble and generous enterprife, 
not with the zeal of an enthufiaft, not in an idle, inac-^ 
tive reliance on fupernatural affiftance; but in the^ 
honeft confidence of a good caufe, the diligent ufe of 
the moft promifing means, and ultimate dependence 
on the bleffin^ of Him " who worketh all things after 
the counfel of his will." 

The charadber of this illuftrious heroine, grows up- 
on us as we proceed ; and exhibits a pifture of fe- 
male excellence, to which her own fex may look with 
emulation and honeft pride,, and oun^ with admira- 
tion and efteem, unmixed with envy* An ordinary 
woman, in her place, andpoffcffed of her advantages, 
>vould probably have aimed at the fole reputation of 
having delivered her country. But when a military 
operation is to be {ct on foot, for the attainment of - 
this* end, with the modeft refer\^e becoming her fex, 
fhc faiisfies herfelf with advifing only. When the 
ivvord oi Ifracl is to be drawn, let it be wielded by 
raanly hands ; let Barak come in for a fhare of the 
dcinc^ei , the labour, and the praife. She is to be the 
Jircdmn' head, and he the adtive hand. But what 
^va?: tlio broken ftrength of two of the leaft of the 
tribes of llrael ? What were ten thoufand men to 
cjrry on offtrnfive war againft a power which could 
employ nme hundred chariots of iron as part of his 
I'.icc ? What-muft have been the number of infantry 
tv.'t co: ^'^^^^ondcd to this formidaj^le armament? For 

fuch 
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fuch a handful of men to app^r in arms, ^as to pro- 
voke their own fate, not to fervc their bleeding coun- 
try j it wad t6 roufe their haughty oppreffors into more 
violent rage and cruelty, not to attack them with a prob- 
ability of fuccefe. The force called for by the proph- 
ctefs, by divine appointment, was thus fmall, that the 
glory of all, in the iffue, might be afcribed folely to 
Crod : and it was thus great, to teach mankind, that, 
as they hope to profper, their own exertions muft' 
co-operate with the influence of over-ruling Provi- 
dence* 

Such was either the general defpondency that pre- 
vailed in Ifrael at that dark period, or fuch the gener- 
al confidence repofed in Deborah, that Barak accepts 
the commiiSon given him, and confents to head the 
forces of his country into the field, under the exprefs 
condition that their prophetefs and judge would be 
his companion and diredrefs in the warfare. To this 
Ihe yields a cordial aiTent, and cheerfully engages to 
take part in all that regarded the public fervice, wheth- 
er counfel or refolution were needful to carry it on* 
She would not, could it with propriety be avoided, 
become a leader in arms, but feels no reluctance, n 
confcious of no fear, when attending the captain of the 
Lord's hoft into " the valley of decifion/' It is 
pleafant to obferve how the manly virtues, properly 
modified and correded, may be adopted into the fe- 
male character, not only without giving offence, but 
fo as to communicate the highefl fatisfaftion and win 
approbation ; and how, on the other hand, the fofteft 
of the female graces, may, without finking the manly 
chara£):er, without exciting contempt, become a fhade 
to the boldeft, hardiefl mafculine qualities. Courage 
has been reckoned an attribute peculiar to men ; but 
it is eafy to conceive it fo raifed, and fo expreffed, and 
fo exerted, as to be not only pardonable in, but highly 
ornamental to, woman. " A hen gathering her chick- 
ens under her wings,*' is a pidure not only of mater- 
nal tendernefs, but of the molt undaunted intrepidity. 
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" A beat bereaved of her whelps," is not mo^e fierce 
and more fearlefs. A mother defying the danger of 
the peflilential air which flie inhales from her fmittea 
child ; a mother flying as a liotiefs on the brutal 
tirrctch who dared to crulh her little darling ; how 
dignified, what a noble creature fhe is ! A tender vir* 
gin ftirred up into holy indignation at hearing her ab^ 
fent friend traduced by the tongue of malevolence, 
forgetting herfelf for a moment, to repel the barba* 
rous infult, O it is -a diforder fo loVely, that it ai* 
moft dcferves to be ftamped with the name of virtue. 
To fee Deborah quitting her feat under the palm-tree, 
to attend Barak to the top of Mdunt Tabor, when the 
enemies of her God and of her country are to be en» 
gaged and fubdued ; what heart does not catch fire 
from her heroic ardour ! wh^t tpngue can withhold 
Its tribute of praife I 

While Deborah, v^ithout hefitatlon, agrees to ac- 
company Bai'ak to the high places of the field, by 
virtue of the fpirit of prophecy which was upon her, 
fhe informs him that the glory he fhould obtain, was 
to fuflFer confiderable diminution, net only by her par* 
ticipation of it, but alfo by the communication of it 
to another woman, for whom Providence had rcferv- 
ed the honour of putting the lafl hand to this ardu- 
ous undertaking. Indeed this feems to be a crifis, ta 
the hiftory of human nature, at which Providence in- 
tended to e^^hibit the powers of the female niind in 
all their force and all their extent ; intended to 
reprefent the hx in every (kuation that ean create ef- 
teem, infpire love, command refped, or awaken ter-» 
ror. The united fpirits and achievements of Debo- 
rah, and Jael the wife of Heber, feem to comprehend 
the whole compafs of the fetninine charader in its 
more extraordinary feelings and exertions ; and in 
the dif^iaying the condud of thefe two individuals, 
roufe our attention to the whole fex, as tfie moft 
warm, fteady and affectionate of friends, or the moft 
formidable, dangerous and determined of enemies. 

But 



But we muft xu>t bring forward both at once. We 
conclude with a refledion or two, on what ha^ beien 
fuggefted from the hiftory of Deborah. 

I. It expofes the folly of defpifing or undervtlinng 
anv defcription of our fellow-creatures in the lump* 
All national refle£lions are founded in ignorance and 
folly ; and the defpifers have often paid dear for their 
infolenceand prefumption. The illiberal abufe fo in- 
difcriniinately poured upon the gentler fex, is of the 
fame nature. It generally comes f^om men foijdething 
967orfe than the worft part of womankind* The truly 
feniible, and the truly brave, entertain &r better and 
far more juft featiments of female utility and imports 
ance in the fcale of being ; and are evei* difpofed to 
afcribe to female capacity and worth, more than 
female modefty and wifdom are difpofed to af- 
fume, or even to receive. No good inan ever wifli^ 
ed to fee the female chara^^er undervalued or de- 
graded ; and perhaps very f(^w good women have ever 
violently coveted ftations and eitnployments which be- 
long peculiarly to*men^ But as nature delights in 
producing variety, as well as uniformity, it is not to 
be wondered at, if we fometimes meet with men more 
lilly, timid and frivolous, than the moft infignificant 
of the other fex ; and on the other hand, women as 
daring, ^ enlightened, as magnanimous, as publici- 
fpirited as the firft among mankind* The rivalfhip, 
however, and competition of the fex^, |s altogether 
ridiculous and abfurd. Each has its diftind, and 
both have their conjoined dignity and ufefulnefs — and 
mutual conceSion is the true^: wifdom in the one and 
in the oth^r. 

" But, II, however weak and contemptible the inftru- 
ment were in itfelf, from the hand that wields it, it be*- 
comes mighty and refpeffatble : and the hiftory befdk'e 
us becomes, and that not darkly, a typical reprefenta^ 
lion of the gofpei of Chrift, which was " to the Jews 
a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs/' 
Pride and felf-fufficiency fmile at the idea of a female 

prophet^ 
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prophet, a female judge, a female poet, a female pol- 
itician, J. female varrior ; and yet^ in truth, women 
have filled all thefe offices, with credit to themfelves, 
and with fatiafadion to the public. And ^' who hath 
made man's mouth ? or who maketh the dumb o? 
deafy or the feeing, or the blind V* In the honoured 
lift of thofe who ^' through laith fubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteoufnefs, obtained promifes, (topped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, ef- 
caped tha edge of'the fword, out of weaknefs were 
made ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens,'* female names too fland re* 
corded with commendation and renown. And ^^ what 
haft thou, O man, but what thou haft firft received r" 
-— " God bath chofen the foolilh things of the world 
to confound the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which arc 
mighty ; and bafe things of the world, and things 
which are defpifed hath God chofen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are : 
that no flefli ihould glory in his prefence/* 

III. As the great Ruler of the world never can want 
an inftrument to fave, fo he is always provided with 
inftruments to punifli. " He is * wife in heart and 
mighty in ftrength ; who hath hardened himfelf 
againft him and hath profpered ?'* The hatightieft of 
monarchs is at length conftrained to " praife and extol 
and honour tbe King of heaven, all whofe works are 
truth, and his ways judgment, and thofe that walk 
in pride he is able to abafc." " By a ftrong hand and 
ftretch^d^out arm," tharaoh is at length compelled 
to ^' let Ifrael go.'* « Humble*' then " thyfcif," O 
man, "under his mighty hand." "Be wife now, O ye 
kings, be inftructed, yc judges of the earth, ferve the 
iJbrd vrith fear, and rejoice with trembling." 

The next Ledure will carry on the hiftory of Debo» 
rah, in connexion with that of Jael. I conclude the 
prefent, with calling on the female part of my audi- 
ence to blefs God, that while he hai carried forae of 

their 
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their fex, through the moft arduous employments^ 

I moil eminent ftatiens, and moft bazardoufr enterprifes, 

i not only with fafety, but with applaufe, he v& pkafed, 

■ in general, to put their talents and their virtues to a 

trial lefs fevere ; and let them remember^ that after 

all which has^ been, or may be laid, in praife of the 

few who have afted wifely and well upon the- public 

theatre, to the generality, *^ the port of honour, is ^ 

private ftjitiop," 
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JUDGES jiv. 31 23. 

Then Jael^ Heber^s wifcy took a nftil of the tentj and took 
an %ammer in bet hand^ md Vfentfojily unto him^ and 
Jmte thf nail into his temples^ and faftened it into the 
ground; (far be wasffifi q/leep^ and weary) fo he 
died. And behold^ m Barak furfu^d Sifera^ Joel came 
cut to meet him, and faid unto him^ Come^ and I will 
fhew thee the man whom thoufeekeji^ And when he 
came into her tent^ behold. Si/era lay dead, and the nail 
was in bis temples. So Godfubdued on that day Jabin 
the king of Canaan before the children fiflfraeU 

W HEN we confider liow frequent^ how violent, and 
bow fudden are the tranfitions irom condition to coa«> 
dition in human life, pride appears to be a myftery of 
folly, below contempt. To behold a rational being 
afTuming confequence on an empty, unmeaning title ; 
or from the pofleifion of a little wealth, that bird of 
paflage, eternally on tb^ wing ; or from beauty and 
ftrength, which accident or difeafe may blaft in a mo« 
mlnt^ and which the lap& of a very few years certain^ 
ly will impair ; to behold a man putting confidence in 
princes, or feeding on the applaufe of a multitude } to 
hear him faying to himfelf, " Soul, take thy reft 5 
thou haft much goods laid up for many years.** " My 

mountain 
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niountain ftandWth ftrong^; I fliall nerer be viovedJ^ 
All this is^ calculated ta exche derifion, notrefentment ;. 
and whenreafbn and experience ponder what die end 
may be^ anger finks into pity* Not only is frail man 
every moment at thsr nyercy of a Being, almiehty ta 
lave and to deftroy i but tbe tfroudeiir aftd mightieft ia- 
every moment in the power of the weakeft and mean<« 
eft of his fieUow^reatures. Tbetongne of the wretch 
whom thoudefpifeft^ may ruin thy reputation for even 
The crawling inl*e£t in thy path is armed with deadly 
poifon againft thy Hfe. That nodding wall threatens 
to crnfli thee to pieces. Arm thee at all points^ aa 
well as thou canft, malice or hatred, envr or revenge 
will ftill find fome part unguarded ; ana, bleeding to 
deatn, thou fhalt find thou wert not invulnerable 

Thofe who are diftinguifhed by their rank^ their 
abilities, or their virtues, attraft the notice of many 
obfervers^ and create to themfelves many open and 
many more fecret enemies. The hiftory of Sifera, the 
captain of the hoft of Jabin, king of Canaan, is a 
ftriking illuftration of mod of thefe remarks. In him^ 
we fee a man rendered infolent by fuccefs, intoxicat- 
ed with profperity, betrayed into difgrace through con* 
fidence of vidory, the dupe of cordidence in his own 
ftrength, and then the vidim of confidence, equally un- 
%ife, in the fidelity and attachment of a ftranger. We 
behold him in the morning, advancing to the unequal 
conflid at the head of a mighty and hitherto invinci- 
ble hoft ; in the evening, a bleeding corpfe, frtUen in- 
glorioully by the hand of a woman. 

Deborah, the prophetefs of Ifrael, having transfufed 
the patriotic ardour of her foul into Barak, not only 
direds him what he fliould do, but offers herfdf as the 
companion of the expedition which ihe had planned. 
-With ten thoufandmen of the tribes of Zebulun ^nd 
Naphtali under his command, Barak takes pofieflion 
of Mount Tabor, meaning to ad only on the defen- 
five, till Providence iSiould point out an occafion of aft- 
ing to advantage. The raihnefs and impetuofity of 

Sifera 
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Siieri Ibofi' pte&ated feiin .with finch* in oppormwty* 
Enraged Xo think that an eaeoay fo often difoooifited, 
fi> kMAg oppreflicd, fe broken by calaniky, JSvHikl ^^ 
inme to make head againft, their lordly jfnafters, he col* 
le£ts tbs'whole of Ins. vail ibength^ and inyeftg the 
moiuutain, determined to cruib th^ puny infurredion 
at me blow* 

The ikgsidous jodgey and .divinely infpired prophet* 
efs d ifrael, ofaferves the feafooi to be favourable, ob- 
jEbrves that the uomeldy army of the Canaanites was 
ready to £&11 in pieoes by its own weight, that their 
vain oonfidence was deftroying them, and that, above 
all. Heaven was propitious. She gives the fignal of 
attack, and lo, ^* one chafes a thoufand, and ten put 
ten thoniand to flight.'^ The caufe Vf9& of God, and 
it pxoipers : and :the mighty hand and out-ftretched 
arm of Jehovah, once more afljorts Krael into liberty* 
Whatever praife is to be afcribed to the condud of 
Barak on this occafion, and to the intrepidtty of hi^ 
little army^ it is evident, ifroan feme exprefHons in the 
iong of praife, compofed in c^bration of the vidory, 
that the defeat of the Canaanites was in part^ at leait, 
miraculous. "They fought from heaven..- ' "The 
ilars in their courfes,*' it i& fiud, *' fought agaiaft Sife- 
ra.'* fly " the flars*' feme interpreters underftand 
** the angels of God," who are fometimes jdefigned by 
that name* Jofephus takes the words in a different 
fenfe, and affirms, that an extraordinary ftorm of rain, 
mixed with hail, blinded the eyes of the Canaanites, 
and drove back their darts upon their own heads. The 
Rabbins, with ftill lefs appearance of probability, aU 
Ie:;e, that certain conftellations of a pcftilential influ- 
ence, confumed the army of Sifera, burnt them up 
with thirft, and drove them for refrefliment to the 
brook Kifton, where they were met in a languid, en- 
focbleJ ftate, by the troops of Deborah and Barak, 
and put to the fword. The expedition from firft to 
lali, was without controverfy conducted and crowned 
by the hand of Providence. But the narration of the 

event. 
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^^ventyon the fecfed page, is too general and concife, 
to citable us to pronoimce with confidence, where the * 
province of human fagacity aSid valour ended ; and 
where the interpofition of Heaven began. 

However it were, the viftory was complete ; the 
enemy was totally routed and put to the edge of the 
fword ; the commander in chief alone efcapes the 
univerfai carnage of the field ; and he, who a little 
before had nine hundred chariots of iron at bis difpoC^^ 
al, fees* himfelf flripped of all, and' is conftrained to 
confuli his fafety by flight. A prince withoiit fuh*- 
je£ts, and a general without an army, fhrink into poor^ 
wretched, folitary individuals, the more to be pitied, 
from the giddy height whence they have fallen. 
• The biftory drops the myriads which compofed the 
army of Sifera, into a filent grave ; and purfues the 
fad tale of the unhappy man himfelf up to his tragical 
death. Seeing his army flaughtered and put to flight, 
and himfelf in danger of falling into the hands of tri«. 
umphant Ifrael, he alights from his chariot, and flee& 
away on foot. ** How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war periflied !" What a fad reverie, with- 
in the compafs of one fliort day ! And to fuch reverfes, 
human life is eternally liable. The greateft of unin< 
fpired bards has put this paffionate exclamation in the 
mouth of a dethroned monarch of our own country, 
addreffing himfelf to his few wretched attendants, the 
poor remains of his departed flate : 

Cover your heads, and mock not flefli and blood 
With folemn reverence ; throw away refpeft, 
Tradition, form, and ceremonious duty, 
For you have but miftook me all this while : 
I live on bread like you, feel want, tafte grief, 
Need friends : — Subjefted thus. 
How can you fay to me — I am a king. 

Shakespeare. — King Richard 11. 

Behold the mighty Sifera weary and faint with thirft, 
without one, of ib many thoufands, to affifl or comfort 

his 
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his flig^lit, feeiung refuge from his purfuers m the tenu 
of an allied power, Heber the. Kenite. 

By looking back to the book of Numbers, chap. 
X. we find that Hobab, the fon of Raguel or Jethro, 
the fiather-in-Iaw of Mofes, had left his native refi- 
dence, to attend the camp of Ifrael as their guide 
through the wildernefs, and had been perfus^led by 
Mofes, his brother<rin-law, to caft in his lot among 
that people, upon a folemn aflurance,, that, on their 
fettlement in Canaan, he, and bis family, and defcend-* 
ants, (hould ihare in the fruits of yi£lory, and obtain a 
portion in the land promifed to the children of Abra- 
ham, This accounts for our lEinding them eftablifhed, 
at fuch a diilance of time, in the border of Kedefli 
Naphtali. On the invafion of the country, howevei;, 
by Jabin, king of Canaan, *we find them obferving a 
ftrict neutrality, '* There was peace between Jabia 
the king of Hazor, and the houfe of Heber the Ken» 
Jte/'* In the confidence of this, Sifera betakes him* 
felf to the Kenite for protedion ; and is received by 
Jael, the wife of Heber, with every mark of humani^^ 
ty and refped;, due to a great man, and a friend, in 
diftrefs. She brings him milk to quench his thirft, 
covers him carefully up in her own tent to repofe him- 
felf from the vexation and fatigue of that difaftrous 
day, and to conceal him from the purfuit of Barak., 
She promifes inviolably to keep fecret the place of bis 
concealment ; and relying on that pronxife, weary 
and worn out, he falls into a profound ileep. Jael 
avails herfelf of his defencclefs fituation, and feizing 
fuch arms as were at hand, a hammer and one of the 
pins or nails ufed in ftretching out the tent, fhe tranf- 
fixes the head of the unhappy fleeper as he lay along, 
and with redoubled blows faftens the bleeding tem« 
pies to the ground- 
Such was the inglorious end of a man, on whom 
that morning's fun had rifen with a fmiling afpe£): ; 
who awoke from lleep in the poiTeifion of all that roy- 
al 
* Vcrfe 17. 
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al favour could beftow, all that fovereign power could 
compel, all that flattering hope could promife. Of 
the motives which could impel Jael to fuch a deed of 
horror, we have no information. Her conduft, wt 
know, is celebrated in the Song of Deborah in terms 
of the ftrongeft approbation ; which obliges us to con- 
clude, that there are circumftances in the ftory, which 
the Spirit of God has not thought proper to difclofe. 
The great Jehovah needs not a vindication of his con- 
duft, from the labour and ingenuity of a wretched, 
ignorant mortal. He has but to difcover a few little 
particulars, which are as yet hid from our eyes ; and 
then, what now confounds and overwhelms our un- 
derftanding, becomes clear and intelligible to the 
meaneft capacity. Inftead, therefore, of vainly and 
prefumptuoufly attempting to reconcile this aftion of 
Jael with the laws of morality, which, by the glimmer- 
ing light we have, is impoffible, we Ihall make a few 
obi*ervations on the hiftory, of a general and pradtical 
nature. And 

I. We repeat, what has been alres^dy fuggefted, 
"that human reafon is a very incompetent judge of 
divine proceeding.*' We know fo little, fo very little 
of the fyftem of nature ; our own conftitution is fuch 
an inexplicable myftery to ourfelves ; we meet every 
where fo many difficulties, contradidions, defefts, 
redundancies ; at lead we take upon us to think and 
call them fo, as muft lead us to this conclufioB, that, 
either the work of God is imperfed ; or that wc 
cannot find out him and his work ujito perfeftion. 
Now the little reafon we have cannot hefitate an in- 
ftant in choofmg its fide of this alternative. And if 
we confefledly are unqualified to judge of that which 
is lefs, dare we prefume to pronounce concerning 
that which is greater. If the volume of nature, fpread 
open to the perufal at once of our fenfes and our rea- 
fon, prefent many things not only hard, but impoffi- 
ble' to be underftood, can we deem ourfelves qualified, 
or entitled to explain, to juftify, or to arraign the 
Vol. VL D more 
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more dark and myfterious ways of Providerxce ? And 
which is the greater pride and prefumption, that 
which is forever " charging God fooliflily/' or that 
which fets itfelf up, as the bold interpreter and afGfl- 
ant of eternal wifdom and juftice ? Obferve 

II. An obvious reafon, why thefe difficulties arc 
permitted in the frame of nature, the conduft of Prov- 
idence, and the revelation of the grace of God. It is, 
to form us to (ubmiffion, to exercife our patience, to 
fix our attention, to whet our induftry, to reprefs our 
boldnefs, to increafe and confirm our confidence in 
God. It is a mark of refped to fuperior wifdom and 
virtue, not always to require an explanation, but to 
repofe implicit trull in known goodnefs and integrity. 
A wife man in the confcioufnels of his own reditude, 
difdains to acknowledge the obligation of clearing up 
his condufl: to every prating meddler, who may think 
proper to call him to account j and who has neither a 
right, nor a capacity to judge of his motives. And 
ihall we withhold from our Maker that decent re- 
fpeft which we fo cheerfully pay to a fallible, imper- 
fefl: fellow-creature ? Shall we refufe to take the God 
of truth upon his word ? Shall we think it much if in 
fome cafes he exaft belief, without his vouchfafing to 
affign a reafon ? " Why doft thou ftrive againft him ? 
He giveth not account of any of hif matters."* Our 
facred bard has fublimely exprefled this noble fenti- 
ment, drawn from the volume of infpiration. Con- 
fidering the divine providence under the image of a 
vaft fealed-up book, chained to the eternal throne, 
centaining the charader, the revolutions, the deftiha- 
tion of angels and men, but clofed to the infpedion 
of every created -eye. We obferve, 

III. That it is doing the groffeft injuftice to the 
wife and righteous Governor of the world, to fuppofe 
him in every point approving the • perfon, or the con- 
dufl: by which he carries on his great defigns. Cyrus 
and Nebuchadnezzar are ftyled the fervants of God^ 

though 

* Job xxxiii. 1 3. 
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chough the one knew him not, and the other openly 
defied him. The rod which he condefcendeth to nfe; 
for the chaftifement of difobedient and gainiaying 
children, when their reformation is accompliflied, he 
often breaks and dafhes on the ground. Every in- 
ftrument he employs muft neceflarily partake of hu- 
man imperfe&ion ; but it follows not that he is pleaf- 
ed with imperfeftion. The devices of Satan himfelf 
ihall in the iflue redound to the glory of God, as 
' *' the wrath of man muft praife him ;" but that wrath 
is hateful to his nature, and thofe devices his wifdom 
counteracts, and his juftice condemns. We are not 
therefore to miftake the patriotic ardour of a female 
Ifraelitiih bard, for the calm, the merited applaufe of 
the God of mercy and truth. I can eafily conceive 
the perfon, whom national partiality, refentment or 
gratitude would celebrate in ftrains of admiration, to 
be regarded with abhorrence by the Father of mercies, 
the avenger of falfehood, the refuge of the miferable. 
And while Ifraelitifli Deborah, in the heat of her zeal, 
makes the eulogium of a woman fo unUke herfelf, 
and ftyles Jael, the wife of Heber, who murdered her 
fleeping gueft, •* blefled above women," why may not 
a chriftian Dorcas, a woman of mercy and humanity, 
^< a tiroman full of gpod works, and alms deeds/' un- 
der the mild and gentle influence of that religion 
which fhe believes, feels and pra&ifes, reprobate the 
cruel and perfidious a£t, and its author,^ in terms of 
: the fevereft indignation ? Indeed, the coilduC^ of Jael, 
confidered by itlelf, is a horrid complication of all 
that is baie and deteftable in human nature ; an infa- 
mous violation of facred truth ; a daring infringement 
of the law of nature and nations ; a flagrant breach 
of the laws of hofpitality, which the molt favage na- 
tures and nations have refpeded as facred ; th& vileft 
degradation of her charader as a woman ; the mofk. 
barbar6u5 exhibition of a little mind, enjoying the 
triumph over unfufpe&ing credulity, and defencelefs 
D a mifery. 
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mifery* *^ Curfed be her anger, for it was fierce, and 
her wrath for it was cruel.^' Obferve, 

IV. Jnto what dreadful extremes wc impetuoufly 
rufh, when the radical principles of our nature are 
once fubdued. Time muA have been, that the idea 
of fhedding the blood of another, would have chilled 
the blood in Jael's veins. What muft it have coft 
her, to overcome the timidity, the tcndernefs, the 
compaffion of her fex ! But being overcome, lo, each 
gentle, feminine paffion is lulled afleep ; and frantic 
zeal, or demoniac revenge alone is awake. Ah me, 
what beaft of prey fo favage and unrelenting, as a hu- 
man being deftitute of pity ! Ah me, how eafily the 
beft things degenerate into the worft ! Of what im- 
portance is it, to guard againft the firft deviation from 
the fimple and direft path ! Who can promife for 
himfelf, that he fhall ftop, return, and regain the right 
road, when he pleafes ? Obferve, 

V. That the rarity of the inftances, the peculiarity 
of the fituations, and the fingularity of the fpirit and 
conduft, apparent in the female charaders here 
brought into public view, forbid, by more than a pof- 
itive '•taw, female interference in matters of bufmefs 
^and of government. Believe me, my fair friends, it 
is not dripping you of your juft importance, it is ift- 
creafing and fecuring it, to fay, the fliade is your na- 
tive, your proper ftation : it is there you ihine, it is 
there you are ufeful, it is there you are refpefitable. 
Your heart and your uifderftanding affent to the 
truth of it. Is there a woman among you, who 
would not prefer in obfcurity, the .affedion of her 
hulband, the attachment and gratitude of her chil- 
dren, the eftimation and refpeft of her friends, to all 
the public fplendour of Deborah's magifterial , power, 
and prophetic fpirit ; to all the blufhing, empurpled 
honours of Jael's more than mafculine refentment ? It 
is not your want of talents for government we difpute ; 
it is the fuitablenefs of government to your talents, 
your natural difpofitions, your real honour and happi- 

nefs^ 
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nefs. A wife and good woman never can defire to be- 
come the objcdl of univerfal admiration, nor the fub- 
jed of every one's difcourfe. If you aim at fo much, 
depend upon it, you will loofe fomething of what you 
have, and what is infinitely better than ail the incenfe 
of flattery, than all the fonnets of a thoufand poetic 
fwains. In the hiftory of our own country, the reigns 
of two female fovereigns ihine with conspicuous luf- 
tre. They were periods of great national profperity 
and glory. But the weakeft of women would not 
furely thence infer, that the fceptre ought always to be 
• committed to female hands. With all dui-^deferencc 
to the memory of an Elizabeth and an Atne, and the 
general felicity which their adminiftration diffufed over 
the land ; Great-Britain can look w^ith pride and ex- 
ultation to a Queen, whofe perfojial glory and virtues 
far exceed theirs. Not a fovereign indeed, but a 
partner of the throne ; who (hines in-reafon'^j eye, be- 
caufe Ihe afFefts not to (hfcie ; reigns over willing 
hearts, becaufe fhe difclaims all rule ; is great and 
bleffcd amoQg women, becaufe fhe nobly finks the 
princcfs in the woman, the wife, the mother and the 
friend. 

We encroach no farther on your patience, by ex- ' 
tending our obfervations on the fubjcd. And the 
rather, as a review of the fong of Deborah, compofed 
on this memorable occafion, will, if God permit, 
bring it again before us, and place female genius in 
our eye, in a new, and not unpleafmg point of light j 
uniting poetic and mufi«al fluU to fervent devotion, he-? 
roic intrepidity, and prophetic infpiration. A combi-r 
Aation how rare, how inftruftive, how refpedlable ! 
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Then fang Deborah^ and Baraky the fin tf ABnoam^ m 
that day^faying^Praife yethe Lordjtfr the avenging xf 
Ifrael^ when the people willingly offered fhemfelves. 
Hear^ Oye kings ; give far, ye princes : /, even Iwiii 
ftng unto the Lord ; / will Jing praifi to the Lord God 
of IfraeL Lord, when thou went eft out (fSeir, when 
thou marchedji out of the ^d of Edom, the earth trem- 
bled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds alfo dropped 
water. The mountains melted from before the Lordy 
even that Sinai from before the Lord God of IfraeL 

1 O fome it is the gift of Heavett, to pcrfonn adions 
worthy of being recorded ; to others it is given, to 
preferve the memory of illuftrious adions, in writings 
worthy of being read. To both, the world is under 
great obligations, and gratefblFy permits the hiftorian 
or the poet, to divide the palm with the hero, or the 
fage, whom they celebrate. To the writer, perhaps, 
the more ample (hare of praife is due. The achieve- 
ments of valour and ftrength are local and temporary. 
They benefit but a few, and quickly fpend their force. 
But the hiftoric and poetic page, more durable, more 
difiufed, and more confpicuous than monuments of 
brafs and marble, is an univerfal and a perpetual bleff- 

ing 
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ing to mankind ; conveying to diftant nations and 
lateft pofleritv harmleft pleafure bJended with whole- 
fdme inftrudion. 

On k favoured few has been conferred the combin- 
ed glory of afting nobly, and writing weH ; of fcrving 
their own day and generation with credit to themfelves 
tod advantage to their country, and of tranfmitting 
iifcful information to regions remote and generations 
unborn. On the lift of thofe illuftrious few, ftands 
with diftinguiflied honour, the name of Deborah, the 
judge, the prophetefs, the fweet finger of Ifrael ; and rt 
IS with exultation We obfefve the moft dignified, ardu- 
ous and important fl:ations of human Jife filled with 
reputation by a woman : a woman, who firft, with 
refolution and intrepidity, faved her country Jn the 
hour of danger and diftrefs, and ruled it with wifdom 
and equity ; and then recorded her own achievements 
in ftrains which muft be held in admiration, fo long 
as good tafte and the Igve of virtue exift in the 
world. 

Having with veneration and refpeft attended to the 
equitable decifions, and the oracles of truth which 
flowed from the lips of the female feer and fage, who 
fat under the palm-tree in Mount Ephraim ; and ac- 
companied the undaunted heroine to the top of Mount 
Tabor, and the enfanguined plains wafhed by the riv- 
er of Kifhon ; let us liften with wonder and delight 
to the lofty ftrains of the female bard, and join our 
voices in the burden of her fong. 

This fubliiiie poem is the moft ancient that exifts, 
two excepted, namely, that which celebrates the mi- 
raculous partage through the Red Sea ; and the fweet- 
ly fwelling notes of the dying fwan of Ifrael. It is 
two hundred and thirty-four years later than the form- 
er, and one hundred and ninety-four years than the 
latter of thefe facred compofitions ; but it is four hun- 
dred and ten years older than Homer, the great father 
of heathen poefy. From its high antiquity therefore, 
Xvere there nothing elfe to recommend it to notice, it 

is 
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is mod: refpe&able; but from its antiquity and the 
very nature of poetical compofition, it muft of necef- 
fity be, in fome refpefts, involved in difficulty and 
obfcurity. This we pretend not wholly to clear up or 
to remove. Inflead then of making an attempt in 
which we ftiould probably, perhaps certainly fail, wc 
fhall fatisfy ourfelves with pointing out a few of the 
more obvious and ftriking beauties of a piece, which 
all will allow to contain many and ihining excellen* 
cies. 

The infcription of this hymn of praife, firft chal- 
lenges our notice. *' Then fang Deborah, and Barak 
the fon of Abmoam, on that day, faying."* In ex- 
hibiting the charader and condud of this truly efti- 
mable woman, the feminine delicacy and referve arc 
never dropped. As a ruler and a prophetefs (he is 
introduced, under her relative character of the wife 
of Lapidoth. As the leader of armies to battle, and 
leader in the muiical choif which celebrated the vic- 
tories of her country, fhe is reprefented as the com- 
panion and coadjutrix of Barak, the fon of Abinoam. 
She was undoubtedly the firft woman of her own, 
perhaps of any age j but her confequence, in place 
of being diminiflied, is increafed and fupported by 
the blending of private, perfonal worth and ability, 
with the relations of focial life, thofe of wife, mother 
and friend. 

Adam might exift a little while in paradife, before 
Eve was formed, but nature and reafon and religion, 
all feem to declare, that woman can neither comfort- 
ably nor reputably fubfift, feparated from that fide 
whence fhe was originally taken. Who. will deny, 
that the fuperiority in point of difcretion and under- 
flanding is frequently on the fide of the female ? But 
a woman forfeits all pretenfion to that very fuperiority, 
the moment fhe aflumes or boafts of it. Whether, 
therefore, it were . Deborah's own good fenfe, and 
female modefty, which preferred appearing in a con- 
nected, 

* Vcrfe I. 
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neddd, to appearing in a folitary (late, though radtt, 
flattering to vanity ; or whether the Spirit of God, in 
reprefenting the nioft elevated of female geniufes in 
the moft elevated of (itiiations, thought proper to 
point her out as connected and dependent ; the fame 
leflbn of moderation, diffidence, delicacy and conde- 
fcenfion is powerfully inculcated : and her fex is in- 
ftrufted where their true dignity, fafety, honour and 
comfort lie. 

The time is marked, when this triumphant anthem 
was firft compofed and fung. " On that day/* It 
' had been a day of danger, anxiety and fatigue : a day 
of vengeance upon the infulting foe, a day of mutual 
congratulation and rejoicing ; but ill had Ifrael de- 
ferved fuch a vidory, and fliamefuUy had Deborah 
improved it, if either the emotions of joy or of revenge 
Jhad excluded thofe of gratitude and love. The 
tongue of Deborah, like the pen of a ready writer, 
didates " acceptable words'* to the thoufands of her 
people ; (he cannot think of repofe, till the evening 
facrifice of praife be offered up, and from the abund- 
ance of the heart, the mouth fpeaketh. The day 
which the arm of Omnipotence had diftinguifhed by 
wonders of mercy, muft not be concluded without 
fongs of deliverance. From •* the confufed- noife of 
the warrior, and garments rolled in blood," the foul 
turns with holy joy, to the acknowledgment of that 
" right hand and holy arm which had gotten them 
the vidory :" and in one folemn *^ praife ye the Lord" 
burfting at once from every tongue, every redeemed 
Ifraelite calls upon himfelf and upon his fellow to 
give unto Jehovah the glory due unto his name^ 

Here the fong naturally begins, by this it muft be 
fupported, aiid in this it muft terminate. All crea- 
tures, all events point out " Him firft. Him laft. Him 
midft, and without end." " Praife ye the Lord." 

But, religion is " a reafonable fervice." The di- 
vine eflence we do not, we cannot know ; ** the invifi- 
ble things of God," even " his eternal power and 

deity," 
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d#ty/* arc to be difcovered only, " by the things 
. which he has made/* and the things which he doth* 
Here then the fpirit of praife immediately fixes, and 
the recent interpofition of a gracious Providence rifes 
inftantly into view : his *' avenging of IfracI/' in which 
Jehovah is acknowledged as at once jufl and merciini : 
ixdj in recompenfmg tribulation to them that troub- 
ed liis covenanted church and people } merciful in 
giving his troubled people reft. 

Vengeance; the vengeance of God! Fearfiil 
thought ! but oh, it is fweetly relieved, by the refled- 
tion, that the right of executing vengeance, is claimed 
by the God of mercy, with awful propriety, as his 
own. This dreadful thunder no arm but his own 
muft prefume to wield } " Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, faith the Lord." If I muft be puniflied, " let 
me fall now into the hand of the Lord, for his mer- 
cies are great : and let me not fall into the hand of 
man/* -The only vengeance permitted to man is a 
vengeance of kindnefs and forgivenefs ; the only coals 
which he muft fcatter, are the coals of the fire of love. 
"If thine enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirft, give him 
drink : — " Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.** " Love your enemies, blefs them 
that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which defpitefully ufe you and perfecute 
you : that ye may be the childj-en of your Father 
which is in heaven : for he maketh his fun to rife on 
the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft 
and on the unjuft.*** 

The voluntary adions of the people in " offering 
themfelves** to fight their own battles, are with fingu- 
lar beauty afcribed to the wifdom and goodnefs or 
God who has the " hearts of all in his hand,'* and 
can " turn them which way foever he will.** He who 
couW have faved by miracles, will fave by means. If 
there be a fpirit of concord to refift the common en- 
emy, it is of tlie Lord. If internal diffenfion aid the 

enemy 
* Matt. V. 44-, 45. 
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enemy without, vie behold a righteous God infat^t* 
ing titofe whom he means to deftroy. « 

Having thus fimply propofed the glorious fubjed of 
her pFaile, " the fweet enthufiafl** prepares to unfold 
and amplify it. She throws her eyes over thf 
face of the whole earth : views all nations and theit 
potentates, as interefted in the glowing theme ; and 
fummons an admiring world to liften to her fong. 
*' Hear, O ye kings ; give ear, O ye princes : I, even 
\ will iing unto the Lord ; 1 will fmg praife to the 
iLord God of Ifrael/* • What fo deligntful to a grate- 
ful and affedionate heart, as the enumeration of ben- 
efits received ! What benefador once to be compared 
with the Giver of all good, " the Father of lights, 
from whom cometh down every good gift^ and every 
perfea!*' 

Having propofed hertheme and fummoned her auguO: 
audience, the divine poetefs feems to paufe for a mo- 
ment, as if awed by the prefence of fuch a fplendid audi- 
ence, and overwhelmed with the magnitude of Ihe taik 
(he has undertaken, and with renovated (tr.ength, aims 
her flight, like the eagle, up to her native ikies. The 
deliverance of that day, brings former wonders of 
mercy to mind j and " God, the fame yefterday, to- 
day and forever/' i^ feen and adored in all. Inilead 
of expatiating on the goodnefs of the Moil High in 
{trains addreded to the ^ kings and princes" whom (he 
had called to attend, fhe rifes at once to '' Jehovah's 
awful throne," lofes all fenfe of created majefty, and 
lofes herfelf in the contemplation of infinite perfeHion. 
** Lord, when thou wenteft out of Seir, when thou 
marchedft out of the field c^ Edom, tb« :s^rth trem- 
bled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds alfo drop. 
ped water. The mountains melted fFom before the 
Lord, even Uiat Sinai from before the Lord God of 

Ifrael.^t 

The former part of this animated addrefs probably 
refers to that pafiage in the hiftory of Ilraei which we 

have 
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\[Se in the book of Numbers, chap. xx. relating to 
the paflage of Ifrael through the land of Idumca, which 
-was humbly and peaceably folicited, and unkindly re- 
fufed. Of this, fome particulars might have been 
preferved by tradition to the times of Deborah, though 
not admitted into the facred canon, and fuggefted to 
her the lofty exprefSons which (he here employs in 

. celebrating the praifes of Ifrael's God. Though he 
-would not permit them to force a paffage by the fword, 
through the country given to the pofterity of Efau 
their brother, yet in guiding them round the confines, 
of Idumca, in the majeftic fymbol of his prefence, the 
pillar of cloud and fire, the great God might, by 
tome fenfible tokens, make Edom to know, it was not 
from want of power, tut of inclination, that he led 
his people in a circuitous courfe. The language of 

• the prophetefs, diverted of its bold figuradve drefs, is 
fimply this, ** The wonders of this day, O Lord, recall 
and equal the greateft wonders of ages paft. We 
have ften the ftars in their courfes fighting againft our 
enemies, as our fathers of old faw mountain and 
plain, heaven and earth, giving teftimony to the pref- 
ence and favour of the God of Ifrael. The field of 
Edom and the vale of Kiflion are equally filled with 
the glory of the Lord. We recognize in the hand 
which has difcomfited the hoft of Sifera, the fame al- 
mighty power which reftrained the Idumean, and con- 
dufted our anceftors, if not the neareft, certainly the 
befl road to Canaan.** 

The latter part of the addrefs evidently refers to 
the awful folemnity with which the law was given 
from Mount Sinai ; in ^higft all nature, without' a 
figure, bare witnefs to the prefence and power of na- 
ture's God. " The earth trembled, the hills melted 
like wax," the face of heaven was covered with black- 
nefs of darknefs, lightning flaflied, the hoarfe thun- 
der roared, the louder and more dreadful voite of the 
Eternal drowned its tremendous found, men's hearts 
fail them for fear, Mofes quakes. 

* • • What 
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What matter of joy to Ifracl, that he who of^ld 
had thus revealed his fiery law, that day, that tery 
day had come riding on the fwift wings of the wind 
for their falvation ! To fix thefe emotions of rifing 
gratitude and wonder, the bard dexteroufly and im- 
perceptibly Aides into a review of the recent diftrefs 
and mifery of her unhappy country ; diftrefs yet frefh 
in every one's memory, mifery out of which they were 
juft beginning to emer^ : and flie takes occafion to 
pay a juft tribute of refpe£k to the memory of a great 
man, whom God had honoured to be the inftrument 
of redemption to an opprcffed people. 

Thpfe who are themfelves the moft deferving of 
praife, are ever the moft liberal in beftowing it, where 
it is due. It is a flender and contemptible merit 
which feeks to fliine by obfcuring, concealing, or di- 
minifliing the worth of another. Deborah is but 
the more eftimable, for the frank and unreferved 
commendation which flie confers on departed or con- 
temporary virtue and talents. *' In the days of 
Shamgar, the fon of Anath, in the days of Jael, the 
high-ways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through by-ways. The inhabitants of the villages 
ceafed, they ceafed in Ifrael, until that I Deborah 
arofe, that I arofe a mother in Ifrael.''* What a 
melancholy pifture have we here of a ruined, wretch- 
ed country ? By means of oppreffion, all intercourfe is. 
interrupted ; commerce is languifliing to death ; life 
and property have become infecure : every thing dear 
to man is at the mercy of a haughty tyrant ; ever expof- 
ed to the ravages o^^^wl^ band of armed rufhans : 
the fcanty and d^|^B^Habii^nts tremble at the 
found of their: own fee^^K^ight of their own fhad- 
ow ; behold them fkulkifflP^rn place to place, fteal- 
ing through by-ways, to cyry on a ftarvcd and preca- 
rious traffic ; fufFering much, and fearing v.orle. 

Ah, little do we refled, living at our eafe,'enjoyIng 
the blcflings of mild and equitable government, ^' fit- 
ting 
♦ Verfe 6, 7. ' 
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tii^ every one under his vine, and under his fiff-tree, 
while there is none to make us afraid :** little do we 
refleft on the mifery and tears of myriads of our fel- 
low-creatures oppreQed, and there is none to help 
them ; whofe cry inceflantly rifes up to heaven, but 
rifes in defpair. Think what multitudes of the bold 
and hardy Africans are yearly driven or trepanned in- 
to fervitude, through the violence or craft of their 
own countrymen, or, through the more fierce and 
unrelenting principle of European avarice, which has 
reduced flavery to a fyftem, has invented an article of 
commerce which God and nature abhor, and concur 
to prohibit ; and what is the fubjed: of the infamous, 
impious traffic ? the fouls and bodies of men. 

Who can turn his eyes, without weeping tears of 
blood, to the fertile foil, the clement air, and the Am- 
ple, harmlefs inhabitants of the eaftern world, and ob- 
ierve the gifts of nature perverted into a curfe, the 
goodnefs of Providence thwarted by the curfed luft of 
power, or more curfed luft of wealth, and the patient, 
uncomplaining Afiatic, perifhing for hunger, in his 
own luxuriant domain : and the Ganges difgorging 
millions of fetid corpfes into the ocean, the corpfesof 
wretches who died for lack of food, to purchajfe for a 
ftill greater wretch an empty title, and a feat among 
the lawgivers of the wifeft, moft poliflied and humane 
of the nations of the weftern world. 

Look to the thin and fcanty remJiim of the popu- 
lous and profperous ^j^tions of the fouthem hemif- 
phere, and a land whofe*veins are gold, and its moun- 
tains filver, of which Sjfrf^^^lty and avarice have 
been conftrained to ^V^^^B^) ^^ order to fecure 
the poflfeffion of it* EH^^Vne fullen, dejtf£ted native 
trampling under his f^^PTd and diamonds, which he 
dare not put forth his hs^td to touch ; and reproach- 
ing Heaven with l^eaping upon him, in its anger, 
treafures which have attradled, not the pious zeal and 
attention, but the infernal rage, of men who neverthc- 
Icfs dare to callthemfelves chrillians. 

Behold 
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Behold yet again — ^No, I ficken at the horrid prif- 
ped — and will no longer encroach upon the feelings 
of humanity, by exhibiting the more than favagc 
barbarity of fyftematic cruelty and oppreffion. God 
of mercy, put a fpeedy end to thefe horrors ! affert thy 
offspring into liberty, the glorious liberty of the fou$ 
of God. Let us return to the fweet miftrefs of' }^ 
raelitifli fong ; I fee her warm, and rife into native^ 
confcious worth and importance: and honour the 
lovely pride, the honeft vanity of the female patriot. 
*' The inhabitants of the villages ceafed, they ccafed 
in Ifrael, until that I Deborah arofe, that I arofe a 
mother in Ifrael.** * If ever there were ability, if ever 
there were fervices, if ever there were an occafion, 
which could warrant felf-praife, it was the ability, the 
public fervices of Deborah, and the glorious occafion 
on which fhe wrote and fung. Shew me fuch exer- 
tions for the public good) and let a man, let a woman 
be as vain as they will, and let affefted humility and 
felf-denial fay wb«t they will, it is an honourable and 
laudable ground of glorying, that God has m^de us 
the means of conveying happmefs to others. But oc- 
caiions of doing juflice to eminent, public female 
worth fo feldom occur, that I muft referve to rayfelf 
the pleafure of accompanying this great woman, this 
more than princefs, through the remainder of her 
fong, in another Lefture. 

— Men and brethren, we are furnifhed with a much 
more noble fubjeft of praife — a fubjeft which angels 
delight to celebrate in celeftial ftrains — ^a fubjed which 
carries us back into the^ternal^ounfels of peace " be- 
fore the world was,'' ^bi||^^ries us forward to the 
grand confuipmation, wHeni ** time (hall be no long- 
er }** when ** the ranfomed of ti^ Lord (hall return 
gnd come to Zion with fongs, and everlafting joy upon 
their heads :" when " they fliall obtain joy and glad- 
ncfe, and forrow and fighing (hall flee away/* Need 
I point out the era, chriftians, and the fpot, and the 

performers, 
• Vcrfe 7. 
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pyformers, and the audience, or repeat the words of 
the lofty theme ? — " There were in the fame country 
Ihepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord Ihone round 
about them: and they were fore afraid. And the 
angel faid unto them. Fear not : for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which fhall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. And 
this fhall be a fign unto you ; ye (hall find the babe 
wrapped in fwaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. And 
fuddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly hoft praifing God, and faying, Glory to God 
in the higheft, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men.'** Here are celebrated, not the tranfient interefts 
of a petty tribe, the momentary triumph of the oppreff- 
ed, and the downfall of the oppreffor ; not events 
which have long ago fpent all their force, and left no 
trace behind ; but the broad, unbounded, permanent 
interefts of mankind ; the triumph of " the love of 
Chrift which paffeth knowledge ;" of " the peace of 
God which paffeth all underftanding :" events which 
extend their influence into eternity. We celebrate '' the 
praifes of Him, who hath called us out of darknefs into 
his marvellous light"— of God, who " fo loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo- 
ever believeth in him ihould not perifli, but have ever- 
lafting life.'^t — Of " Him that loved us, and wafhed us 
from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priefts unto God and his Father, to him be 
glory and dominion* forever ^nd ever. Amen:''J 
Of Him " who, through ^eath^bas deftroyed him that 
had the power of death, that is the 'devil." The 
burden of the chriftian's fong is, " Salvation," falva- 
tion begun, going on, ready to be accompliflicd. 
*' The kingfioms of this world are become the king- 
doms 

♦ Luke ii. 8 — 14. t John iii. 16. 

X RcT. i. 5, 6. 
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doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift ; and he ihall rdgn 
forever and ever/** 

The fong of Deborah exhibits awful diftindions be* 
tween man and man, between nation and nation ; 
prefents a myftery of Providence, which human un- 
derftanding endeavours in vain to trace : in the fong 
of the redeemed of the Lord, all diftindion is abolifh- 
ed ; it prefents a myftery of grace which ** angels 
defire to look into ;'* it is in full harmony fung, by 
thofe who have " come from the eaft and from the 
weft, from the fouth and from the north, and have fat 
down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob in the king- 
dom of God :" where the fpirit of this world finds 
no place, and its differences are abforbed of the " fpir- 
it of love : where there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- 
cumcifion nor uncircumcifion, barbarian, Scythian^ 
bond nor free ; but Chrift is all, and in all.** Let 
tfaefe refle&ions be pradically improved, in conform- 
ity to the apoftolic exhortation, by our daily learning 
to " put on, as the eled of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindneis, humbleneis of mind, 
meeknefs, long fuffering ; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another— and above all thefe things, 
put on charity, which is the bond of perfe£faiefs. And 
let the peace of God rule in your hearts.'* Amen. 

♦ RcT. xL 15. 
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LECTURE V. 



JUDGES V. 12, 13* 

Awake, awake, Deborah : awake, awake, utter a Jong : 
arife, Barak, and lead tl?y captivity captive, thou/on of 
Abinoam. Then he made him that remdineth have 
dominion over the nobles among the people : the Lord 
made me have dominion over the mighty. 

It is natural for man to look forward to futurity ; 
and to derive a part, at lead, of his felicity and im« 
portance from the eftimation in which he is to be held 
by pofterity. He knows that his body muft foon die, 
and his connexion with the world be diflblved ; but 
he flatters himfelf with the fond hope, that his name 
may furvive his aihes, and that his memory may be 
cheriflied and refpeded, though his perfon be loft in 
the grave, and fink into oblivion. 

When this anticipation, and defire of immortality, 
ferve as a ftimulus to virtuous exertion, and call forth 
wifdom and goodnefs, honourably to fulfil their day, 
the love of fame is a refpeftable principle in the individ- 
ual, becaufe it becomes a blefling to mankind. But 
to wade to the temple of fame through a fea of blood ^ 
to extraft ." the bubble reputation" from widow's 
tears and the groans of expiring wretches, is wcufe 
than contemptible ; it is deteftable, it is monftiwis. 

.And^ 
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Aad, whatever national partiality and prejudice iiiay 
have done, reafon and humanity \^ill always regard 
fuch cbaradera as Alexander and Cssfar with abhor- 
rence^ (trip them of their ill-earned glory, and (Ugma* 
tize their names to the lateft generations, as the ene-> 
mies of mankind* 

Thefpirit of patriotifm, in other fefpefts noble and 
excellent, is here faulty, pernicious, and worthy of the 
fevered cenfure. It encroaches on the facred rights 
of loving kindnefs and tender mercy. It encroaches on 
the more facred prerogatives of high Heaven. It would 
make the God of the fpirits of all flefh, a party in the 
quarrels of two petty ftates, and force the great inter- 
efts of an univerfe to bend to the caprice, the pride, 
the ambition or revenge of fome paltry prince. Hence, 
the literary monuments of all nations, exhibit a nar-* 
row, illiberal, ungenerous, impious fpirit. The war- 
like genius of Rome acquired the afcendant over her 
rival Carthage. The literary genius of that gallant 
people aflfumed the fuperiority of courfe ; and Punic 
perfidy, barbarity and cowardice, became the fubjeft 
of proverbial apothegms, hiftorical records, and poet- 
ical rhapfodies. But fuppofe, for a moment, the fcales 
changed, and the fate of Carthage preponderating, 
and we fhould have had this whole pidure reverfed ; 
and Romany not Punic faithle&nefs, cruelty and cow- 
ardice had been the burden of the fong, and the ob- 
jed of deteftation. While otir notes oftriumph rend 
the vault of heaven, crofs that brook, look forward 
irom tfaefummic of that little hill, where we are cele^ 
bradng vi&ory with all the infolence of fuccefs, and 
ereding the monumental column to profperous val- 
ouf , and nought is to be^ feen, but fights of woe, no 
voice is to be heard, but^tfaat of lamentation and de- 
fpair ; while angels, horn yonder fphere, look down 
with pity and concern, fuch as angels feel, on both 
the viftor and the vanquifhed. *^ The broad eye of 
one* Creator, takes in all mankind : his laws expand 
the heart j" and the ** Te Deum," which angels fing 
E 2 with 
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with rapture, is, " Glory to God in the higheft, and 
on earth peace, good will towards men." 

We muft carry thefe ideas with us as a corre&ivc 
to the vehemence of poetical enthuftafm, and learn 
{UU to diftinguifli between the rapturous praife and 
cenfure of a female patriot, and the calm, equitable, 
unbiaffed applaufe or condemnation of unerring wif- 
dom and eternal jufUce. In the pi&ure of human na- 
ture here fufpended before our eyes, we behold it, as 
it is, not what it ought, in all refpeds, to be. 

Deborah having propofed her fubjed, in plain and 
fimple terms, in the fecond verfe, and fummoned the 
jH-inces and potentates of the earth to liften to her 
fong, as if the whole world were interefted in the event 
fhe was about to celebrate, (he prefents to them an ob* 
jeQ; fupremely worthy of their attention' and rever- 
ence, namely, the great Jehovah marching in awful 
ftate before the armies of his people, and delivering to 
them hi^ dreadful law from Sinai, while univerfal na- 
ture bears witnefs to the prefence of the Creator and 
Lord of alL ** The earth trembling, the mountains 
1^' lijelting, the powers of heaven fhaken/* 

\^ " From thence fhe turns a weeping eye to the recent 
miferies of her yet bleeding country, and fummons 
her compatriots to gratitude and joy, for the deliver- 
ance of that day, from the recollefkion of the cruel 

• reftraints under which they fo lately lived, and the 
calamities which they endured : and fhe rifes into 
holy rapture at the thought, that a gracious Providence 
had not only wrought ralvation for his people, but 
made her the bleffed inftrument of effeding it. But 
in recalling the memory of former evils, in order to 
awaken holy joy, ftie fails npt to trace thofe evils up 
to their proper fource, in orcier to excite holy forrow 
and contrition ; " They chofe new gods ; then was 
war in the gates : was there a ihield or fpear feen 
among forty thoufand in Ifrael ?"* 

The 

* Verfc 8. 
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The great objed of the propheteftis, to imprefs this 
everlaftmg and unchangeable truth, that fin is the 
ruin of any nation, and that falvation is of tHe Lord. 
The moment a new god is fet up, behold a new ene- 
my 18 in the gate. That inftant the idol is pulled 
down, the hope of Ifrael revives. The poetic queftion 
of Deborah, ** was there a fhield or fpear feen among 
forty thoufand in Ifrael ?** exprefles the higheft de- 
gree of political dejedion and diftrefs ; and reprefents 
the infulting foe, as not only filling all their borders 
with prefent confternation, but alfo, undermining all 
their hope for the time to come ; flripping them of 
every kind of armour both for defence and attack ; 
to fuch a degree, that not one man, out of forty thou- 
fand, was furniihed for the field. 

A Jewifh Rabbin • has given a turn fomewhat dif- 
ferent to the words of the text, and not an abfurd one. 
** Has Ifrael chofen new gods ? then was war in the 
gates. Was there ibield or fpear feen among forty 
Sioufand ?*' that is to fay, ** From the time that Ifrael 
made choice of ftrange gods, they were under a ne- 
ceifity of maintaining war in their gates ; or, of fup- 
porting a ftanding army for defence againfl the inroads 
of their enemies. But now that you offer yourfelves 
willingly to the Lord, and put away the ftrange gods 
which arc among you, fee whether you have any need 
of fhield or fpear againfl the moft formidable and 
numerous hofls of foes, againfl the^ thoufands and 
forty thoufands of Canaan ? No, Jehovah himfelf is 
your fhield and buckler, he fights your battles. Heav- 
en and earth combine to deflroy the adverfary, the 
ftars in their courfes fought againfl Sifera, the river 
Kiihon fwallows them up." 

** My heart is toward the governors of Ifrael, that 
offered themfelves willingly among the people. Blefs 
ye the Lord. Speak, ye that ride on white affes, ye 
that fit in judgment, and walk by the way. They 
that are delivered from the noife of archers in the 

places 
* Sal. Jarchi, page 64. 
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places of drawing water ; there ikaXX they rehearfe the 
righteous ad;s of the Lord, even the righteous a&s to- 
wards the inhabitants of his villages in Ifrael ; then 
fhall the people of the Lord go down to the gates/' • 
That we may enter into the true fpirit of the patriotic 
bard^ let us fuppofe, what it is apparent Ate has in 
view, namely, feverally to addrefs the various orders 
and defcriptions of men, whereof the Ifraelitxlh ftate 
was compofed) and who had each a peculiar, as well 
as a common interefl, in the falvation which they cele- 
brated. She begins with her companions in the war- 
fare, who, roufed by her exhortations, and a fenfe of 
their country's wrongs^ had cheerfully offered them- 
felves to this laborious and hassardous fervice, " My 
heart is toward the governors of Ifrsuel, that offered 
themfelves willingly among the people. Blcfs ye the 
Lord." t They bed knew bow little was due to hu- 
man fkill and valour, how much to the gracious and 
powerful interpofition of Heaven > let them, there- 
fore, lead the band, and afcribe unto Jehovah the 
glory due unto his name. She xxeTd turns to the civil 
governors and judges of the land, and invites them to 
continue the fong. ^^ Speak, ye that ride on white 
affes, ye that fit in judgment, and walk by the way.^t 
Such was the fimple (late in which the rulers of Ifrael 
travelled from place to place, adminiftering juftice. 
The ideas, in her addrefs to them, are tender and pa- 
thetic, and may be thus extended, ^' Alas ! my affo- 
ciates in government, it was but yeftcrday, that wc 
were rulers without fubjeds, judges with out a tribn-. 
nal, and without authority ; the lives and property of 
lirael were not fecured and jwrotefl:ed by law, but were 
at the difpofal of a foreign lawleis deipot ; and your 
progrefs through the land in tie exercife of your high 
office, was checked and overawed by a licenfed ban- 
ditti. Let us rejoice together, that government has 
reverted to its channel \ the highways af e no longer 

. blocked 

• Verfc 9 — ii. f Verfc 9, 
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blocked up, and therefore no longer unoccupied. 
Place your thrones of judgment where ybu will, in the 
gate, in the highway, the communicatioii is open, 
there is none to make you afrkid, the enemies whom 
you have fecn, you Ihall fee them no more again for- 
ever/' 

Her next addrefe feems to be made to the fhepherds 
of the lately opprefled country. " They that are de- 
livered from the noife of archers in the places of 
drawing water ; there fhall they rehcarfe the righteous 
jifts of the Lord, even the righteous afts towards the 
inhabitants of his villages in Ifrael ; then fhall the peo- 
ple of the Lord go down to the gates." * They are 
reprcfented as trembling at the found of their own 
feet among the pebbles of the brook, left thereby 
they fhould awaken the attention of their rapacious 
mafters j they are afraid to drive their flocks to the 
watering place, left they Ihould expofe themfelves and 
their harmlefs fleecy charge, to the cruel (hafts of the 
archer, ever on the watch to gall and annoy them. 
But now, there, even there, in the very fcene of their 
forrow and mifery, where the ruftling of a leaf durft 
not be heard, they ihall break out together into fing- 
ing ; there, free from forrow, free from fear, " fhail 
they rehearfe the righteous afts of the Lord, even the 
righteous afts to the inhabitants of the villages in If» 
rael.** Finally, (he calls upon the inhabitants of the 
villages, the hufbandmen and vine-drefTers, to add 
their voices to the fwelling band, on recovering their 
tranquillity, on being reftored to the felicity of labour- 
ing for themfelves, and faved from the mortification 
of (eeing lazy, infolent ftrangers devouring the fruit 
of their painfol toil, and repairing, as before, in hap- 
pier days, to their own gates, to their own judges for 
juftice and judgement. Thus we hear, as it were, the 
tuneful choir gradually increafing in number, the 
peafant taking up the fong which the fhepherd had 
put into his mouth, the fhepherd following the magif- 

trate, 
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trate, the magiftrate the foldier, till all Ifrael becomes 
one voice, oae heart, one foul, to celebrate the high 
praifes of God* Faint reprefentation of that more 
glorious confummatioD, that purer triumph, that more 
aufpidous day, that inexprei&bly more important fal- 
vation, to which the belierer in Chrift Jefus looks in 
hope. 

The voice of this univerfal chorus having ceafed, a 
folemn paufeof fome moments feems to enfue ; when 
thevdivinely-infpired poetefs awakes to new rapture ; 
and the harmony of myriads of joyful voices fubfides 
into the melody of one fimple ftr^n. ** Awake, 
awake, Deborah : awake, awake, utter a fong : arife, 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou fon of 
Abinoam/* * What genuine touches of nature have 
we here, what fimplicity, what pathos, what fublimity I 
She feems to regret her exhauded powers ; her fpirit is 
ftill willing ; ihe cannot bear to ceafe fo foon from fo 
divine an employ ; fhe ftarts into frefli enthufiafm. 
Having put words of praife into the mouths of a whole 
faved people, {he takes up her own peculiar ftrain ; 
" Awake, awake, Deborah : awake, awake, utter a 
fong :" And then, turning to the companion of her 
viftory, excites him to make a public; difplay of the 
wonderful trophies of that wondrous day ; " Arife, 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou fon of 
Abinoam/' Exhibit them in chains, who had forged . 
chains for the hands and feet of Ifrael ; lead them 
captive, who led in captivity the free-born fons of 
God ; fhew triumphantly the Ipoils of them that fpoil- 
cd thee ; *' the prey taken from the mighty, and the 
lawful captive delivered ;" them that " oppreffed thee 
fed with their own fle(h, and drunken with their own 
blood, as with fweet wine ;'* a righteous " G©d con- 
tending '^ith them, who contended with thee." 
" Thou fon of Abinoam/* She roufes her noble col- • 
league to excel in praife, as he had excelled in coun- . 
fel and courage, by one of the moft powerful motives 

of 
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of human conduct, the honour of his father's name / 
and family. Let the names of Barak and Abinoam 
be tranfmitted, hand in hand, with refped, to the lat- 
e(t generations ; let the world know that on Abinoam 
a gracious Providence conferred the diflinguifhed hon- 
our of being the father of the father of his country. 

It is not anceftry, it is not country that can beftow 
celebrity on a deedlefs name, on an idle or worthlefs 
character ; it is illuflrious virtue, it is fuperior wif- 
dom, it is ufeful ability that confers nobility, true no- 
bility on families, and celebrity on countries* Con- 
tending cities claim the honour of giving birth to 
Homer. Strip Athens of her renowned fons, and fhe 
fmks into a mafs of rocks and fand. How would the 
heart of Abinoam glow with delight, as often as the 
found of his name reached his ears, in connexion 
with that of a fon whom a grateful country acknowl- 
edged^ and celebrated with fongs, as its faviour ! 
In the 13th verfe we fee the low; and reduced ftate 
^ of Ifrael again brought into view, to prepare for a frefh 

I difcovery of the power and goodnefs of God, and to 

[ exhibit in another point of light, the folidity, ilrength 

[ and fecurity of his church, .*' out of weaknefs made 

I ftrong/* " waxing,'* in a moment, " valiant in fight, 

U - turning to flight the armies of the aliens." " Then 
' he made him that remaineth have dominion over the 

l|obles among the people : the Lord made me have 
dominion over the mighty." * In two ftriking par- 
ticulars, this gracious interpofition of Heaven is em- 
phatically pointed out. " He made him that remain'^ 
i €th to have dominion. It was not ^tjirength of If- 

rael which God employed in cruftiing the *' nobles" 
and pride of Canaan, it was not by oppofing force to 
force, (kill to (kill, that Providence decided th^ con- 
teft ; but by a fcattered, broken remainder ; but by a 
difpirited handful, that durft not truft themfelves in 
the plain againfl the enemy, but by an unarmed rab- 
ble whom Sifera held in contempt, that Jehovah tram- 
I pled 
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pled the glory of Jabin in the duft ; as by a cake of 
barley bread rolling down upon a tent and levelling it 
with the ground. 

To fet the divine fovereignty in a ftill ftronger lights 
Deborah fuggefts, but not in the fpirit of lelf-confi- 
dence, that when God did appear for his people, he 
did it not, by kindling martial ardour and refentment 
in manly bofoms, by putting the machine in motion 
in the ufual way ; but by creating a new thing in the 
earth ; by endowing a woman with more than manly 
fagacity and refolution ; by making a woman the lire 
and foul of a finking nation ; that God himfelf might 
have the undivided praife. *' The Lord made me 
have dominion over the mighty." Ig it not fomewhat 
remarkable, that Deborah is only once defcribed as 
the 'Wife of JLiapidoth ? whereas Barak is repeatedly, 
both in hiftory and in fong, brought forward as the 
fon of fuch a father. Is it to mark the bafe degener- 
acy of Ifrael at this period ? all mafculine virtue ex* 
tinguiflied, and importance funk j the only trace of 
the exiftence of the man, that he was the hufband of 
fuch a woman ? The repetition of this relation there- 
fore may have been omitted, becaufe it would have re- 
fiefted reiterated difgrace upon the one, without add- 
ing much to, perhaps fomewhat detracting from, the 
glory of the other. Whereas the blazoning of a fon's 
praife, inftead of detrafUng from, is the moft gratify- 
ing addition to, a father's honour. 

In the paffage which follows, the prophetefs goes 
with a poetical and prophetic enthufiafm into a detail 
of the diftinguifhing charafters, ofthefeveral tribes of 
Ifrael, according to the part which they had taken, or 
ncglefted to take, in the caufe of their country, at this 
trying crifis, which at prefent I fliall fimply quote, 
with a fingle remark j and then conclude. " And 
the princes of Iflachar were with Deborah ; even If- 
fachar, and alfo Barak : he was fent on foot into the 
valley. For the divifions of Reuben ther^ were great 
thoughts of heart. Why abodeft thou among the 

fheep- 
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fliecp-foldtf, t^bear the bleatings of the flocks? for 
the diTifions of Reuben there were great fearcbings of 
heart. Gilead abode beyond Jordan : and vhy did 
Dan remain in Ihips i Attier continued on the fea* 
ibore, and abode in his breaches. Zebulun and 
Naph^ali were a people that jeoparded their lives unto 
the death ia the high places of the field.'** This is 
the third time that prophetic infpiradon has prefcnted 
us urith the d^criminating features of the fons of Jf- 
rael, wd erf the tribes which defcended from them, at 
three iiKflferent periods, and in very different frtua* 
tions^^Jacob on his dying bed, Mdies on the wing to 
ascend Mount Nebo, and Deborah on the defeat of 
Sifera. The -comparative view of Urael at thefe dif- 
tant periods feems to me a fubjeft of curious, pleafant 
and not ufclefs difquilition, and I mean to devote the 
meditation of a particular evening to it. 

The feafont arrefts us now, and demands a feries 
of reflexions fuited to winter, and change, and de- 
cay, and death. The part rulhes upon our memory 
and afFedions in an impetuous tide. The future ftili 
prefents the fame impenetrable curtain to our eager 
eyes. We go on fondly planning ; and after a thou- 
fand proofs of vanity, return to treafure up for our- 
felves vexation of fpirit. But we Ihall be relieved at 
length, and ere long land on nhat fhore where fear 
and hope are no longer. If permitted to enter on the 
commencement of another year, we fhall endeavour 
to improve that kind indulgence, by endeavouring to 
fuggeft refleftions fuited to the occafion. If permit- 
ted to advance to a fecond fabbath in a new year, we 
fliall attempt to refume our accuftomed purfuits : If 
to any, this be the laft opportunity of the kind, the 
folemn farewell is now taken. And kind is that Prov. 
idence which does not always let us know when we 
are faying ^* finally farewell ;" which permits the bit- 
ternefs of death to pafs before we are fenfible it is 
come. Woe,woe, woe,to the man who is punifiied with 

the 
♦ Verfe 1 5—1 8. f The laft day pf the year. 
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the forefight of the evil that is coming upon him. The 
exploits of a Deborah and a Barak now live only in 
the page of, hiftory ; their fong is now to be found 
cmly in a few meafured words, whofe rythm is loft, 
whofe fenfe is obfcure, whofe fpirit is evaporated. But, 
my friends, we have this dav been con^memorating * 
an event which will never fink in oblivion, never fpend 
its force, never lofe its importance. We have this 
day been carrying on, keeping up the fong, which the^ 
enraptured fhepherds of Bethlehem caught two thou- 
jand years ago from a choir of the heavenly hoft, 
which is ever pleafmg, ever new ; let us again refume 
it, and teach it to our children. ** Glory, glory to 
God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men.*' Bleifing and honour, and glory, and 
power be unto Him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
onto the Lamb, forever and ever." Amen. Halle- 
lujah ! 

* In the panicipaUoD of the Lord's fopptr. 
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JUDGES V. 20y II. . 

They fought from heaven : the Jlars in their etnirfa 
fought againjl Sifera. The river of Kijhonf^ept them 
awayy that ancient river y the river Kijbon : nj 
foulj thou haji trodden downjirength. 

In turning over the hallowed page of infpiration, and 
contemplating the various revolutions of human af- 
fairs which it unfolds, we feem tranfported to a fupe- 
rior region ; we behold the earthly ball rolling round 
beneath our feet; we witnefs the birth, the progrds, 
the diffolution of nations ; we learn to correft the 
prejudices of education, iand our narrownefs of con- . 
cepdon ; we no longer ignorantly admire, nor fuper- 
cilioufly defpife our fellow-creatures ; we adore the 
great Father and Lord of all, who " has of one blood 
formed all nations of men to inhabit upon the face of 
the whole earth," and ** whofe kingdom ruleth over 
all.'* From that elevation, we obferve with humble 
acquiefcence and holy joy, the defigns of eternal Prov- 
idence, maturing, and executing themfelves ; the in- 
dividual paffing away, but the fpecies permanent ; 
ftates and kingdoms changing their form, their fpirit, 
their charader ; but human nature the fame under 
every government, in every climate, under every flcy. 
We behold regioni^ and periods, »ad nations rifmg in- 
to 
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to notice, into eminence, into' importance, by the tafU 
cnts, the virtues, the addrefs of one man, of one wom- 
an ; and returning again to obfcurity and infignifi- 
cance, through a defe^ of wifdom, of public fpirit, of 
exertion. 

The hiftory of perhaps no nation exhibits fuch 
ftriking and inftruftive variety of charaQer and event, 
as that of the pofterity of Abraham. It is interefting 
in itfelf, and it is clofely connefted with the general 
interefts of mankind. I'hat people, through a difper- 
iion of near two thoufand years, havepfeferved an ex- 
iftence. Hated, defpifed and perfecuted by all other 
nations, they remain unextirpated ; a monument at 
once of the vengeance and of the care of Heaven : and 
unequivocal intimations, from the oracles of truth, 
hold them up as the objefts of eternal Providence, in ' 
events of fuperior magnitude, yet to take place. 

We have followed the fucceffive changes which they 
underwent, with fucceffive emotions of aftonifliment, 
exultation, indignation and forrow. And we find 
them, at the defeat of Sifera and hii hoft, in a (itua- 
tion highly critical and interefting* The prophet^fs 
Deborah in this celebrated fong, goes into a compara* 
tive delineation of the rcfpe£kiv© merit and demerit of 
the feveral tribes j and thereby e&ables m% to efttmate 
the particulaar charadier of each, at diflferent erasr of 
their political exiftence. Jacob on Ms death-bed, and 
Mofes on the wing to depart, in hi& valedidory ad- 
drefs, prefent ua with a firailar opportunity ; of which 
we are now to avail ourfelves, in the two-fold view of 
extending a little oar pittance of knowledge of hiunaa 
nature, and increaflng our admiration of, and depend* 
cnce upon, the Divine Providence. 

In the dying benediftion of Jacob, Judah, his fourth 
fon, and the tribe which fhould fprtng from him, make 
a moil confpicuous figure. The fpirit of prophecy 
employs every image expreffive of power, greatnefs, 
plenteoufnefs and duration, to reprefent the future 
eminence and fupericrity of that tribe. In all the 

mufters 
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mufters which were made of the people during the 
forty years wandering in the wildernefs^ and in the 
diilribution of place and ftation according to divine 
appointment^ in their encampments and removals, we 
itill find Judah excelling in number and ftrength, and 
occupying the pofl of honour* But Mofea takes leave 
of that tribe, with a very flight degree of notice \ and 
in the fong of Deborah their name is not fo much as 
mentioned, nor is any allufion made to any exploit of 
theirs, in celebrating the triumph of that eventful 
day. Indeed the fpirit and pre-eminence of Judah 
feems to have been gradually on the decline, from the 
days of Caleb, who conquered and difpoffeiied the 
fons of Anak ; till they were revived, maintained and 
extended under David and Solomon* And, for fever- 
al centuries, we find this prerogative tribe, which was 
deflined to the lading honours of royalty and rule, 
fleeping in oblivion and unimportance with the infig- 
nificant tribe of Simeon, which hardly ever achieved 
any aftion, or produced any perfonage worthy of be* 
ing remembered. Of fo much confequence is one 
man in a tribe, in a nation, in a world. 

But the perfon and tribe the moft difl:ingui{hed in 
the prophecy of Jacob, and the blelling of Mofes, are 
alfo the moft diftinguifhed in this triumphant anthem^ 
Ephraim, the younger fon of Jofeph, the beloved fon 
of Jacob, raifed by the dcftination and interpofition 
of high Heaven, to power and precedency over his el*' 
der brother. To the exertions of this branch of the 
houfe of Jofeph, in conjundlion with thofe of Zebulun*. 
and Naphtali, the victory now by the blefling of God 
obtained over the armies of Canaan was chiefly to be 
afcribed. The fpirit of their father Jofiiua, dead in 
fo many other of the tribes of Ifrael^ is alive in 
them, and happily is propitious to the common 
caule. 

. A fevere cenfure of the condudk of •the two tribes 
and a half beyond the river, is more than infmuated ; 
^t is brou(|;ht direftly forward. They are reprefented 

as 
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as totally loft to all public fpirit, and wrapt up in cold 
felfifhnefs and indifference. Jordan was a kind of de- 
fence to them from the Canaanitifli foe, and the cries 
of their oppreffed brethren beyond the river arc 
drowned in the more interefting bleatings of their own 
flocks. The fame fpirit of felfifhnefs is reprefented as 
pervading the tribes who inhabited the fea coafls, Dafi 
and Afher, and who, fubfifling by trade, and abforbed 
by the love of gain, fteeled their hearts to the feelingi 
of fympathy and humanity. Drawing their fupplies 
from the ocean, they forget they have a country ; md 
under the influence of one domineering lufl, all the 
better claims of the human heart, are fupprefTed and 
filenced. They purfue their merchandize, as the oth- 
ers attended to their fheep farms, regardlcfs what 
their wretched countrymen meanwhile endured. 
*• For the divifions or Reuben there were great 
thoughts of heart. Why abodeft thou among the 
fheep-folds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks r For 
the divifions of Reuben there were great fearchings of 
heart. Gilead abode beyond Jordan : and why did 
Dan remain in fhips ? Alher continued on the fea-more, 
and abode in his breaches.''* 

Such is the general view of the ftate of Ifrael at 
this period, which the words of Deborah convey. 
The import of many of the expreflions which the 
prophetefs employs to convey her feelings on this oc- 
cafion, we pretend not to underfland or to explain. 
Is it any wonder that in a poetical compofition up- 
wards of three thoufand years old, in a language fo 
little ftudied, referring to a hiflory of which the out* 
line only is drawn, there fhould be many things difBr 
cult to be underftood ? This much is evident upon thcr 
face of it, that Ifrael at that unhappy period exhibited 
a fpedacle, bearing but too near a refemblance to 
what our own times f have feen dreadfully realized^ 

. A whole. 

♦ Vcrfc 15—17. 

f Great-Britain embroiled with Fraoccy Spaio, HoUaad, Americay 
md aa armed neutrality. 
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A whole hoft of foes, a world in arms, combmed to 
work the downfall of a finfut, devoted country. Intef-^ 
nal difcord) the extin^ion of public trirtue, the do* 
zninion of bare-faced iniquity — but, the arm of the 
Lord is revealed, and falvation is wrought. 

The pidure which the poetefs draws of the defpe- 
rate flate of Ifraelitifli affairs is truly afiedling ; and is a 
happy preparation for a difplay of that unexpe&ed 
and aftonifhing relief, which had juft turned their 
forrow into gladnefs. Judah lulled afleep in liftlefs 
ina£Uon, without exertion, without exiflence ; a fourth 
part of the national force, on the other fide Jordan, 
carelefs, tending their flocks ; another fourth devoted 
to their private traffic ; the fword of judgment in the 
feeble hand of a female ; Confederated kings threaten^* 
ing their utter extirpation ; enemies numerous, 
" urong and lively, and hating them with a cruel ha- 
tred ;'* what power can diffipate the gathered florm ? 
That power which fays to the roaring ocean, " Hith* 
crto (halt thou come, but no further, and here Ihall 
thy proud waves be flayed.*' *' They fought from 
heaven : the ftars in their courfes fought againft Sife« 
ra.*'* Behold, all nature engaged in the caufe of 
IfraePs God. The heavenly hofl firft take up the 
quarrel ; angels, legions of " angels that excel ia 
llrength :'* " the leaft of whom could wield thefe ele* 
ments." The mofl powerful and fplendid parts of 
inanimate nature feel the alarm, and join their influ- 
ence } " the ftars in their courfes." The earth quick- 
ly hears the heaven ; the waters fwell and rage ^ 
Kifhon increafed, moft probably, by the recent dread- 
ful tempeft which had fallen from tne air, rifes fudden- 
ly upon them, and, like the Red Sea of old, fwallows 
up, as in a moment, the enemy and the avenger. 

There is a Angular force and beauty in the repeti« 
tion of the name of the river, with the addition of the 
epithet " ancient.*' It is natural for men to value 
themfelves on the antiquity of their country, and its 
Vol. VI. F cities^ 

• Vcrfo 20. 
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cities. It Is tlie fond term which, in the hbneft prfdc 
and exultation of our hearts, we affix to our own land ; 
it feems to confer additional dignity and importance ; 
we affociate in the idea, the valour and fuccefs of form- 
er times ; we feel bur hearts attraftcd as to a com- 
mon parent ; filial affeftion and brotherly love revive 
at the found. In the enthufiafm of pious and poetical 
infpiration, flie bellows animation and paffion on the 

. flood ; flie reprefents it as rifmg in pride and joy, and 
overflowing its banks, to ferve the caufe of ancient 
friends, lying under the rod of infolence and oppref- 
fion. And the period pathetically clofes, virith the 
prophetefs, in a fingle word, apoftrophizing herfelf 

" as the honoured, happy inftrument of co-operating 
with intelligent and animated nature in trampling 
pride and cruelty into the dufl. *^ O my foul, thou 
haft trodden down ftrength/* 

I have already anticipated much of what I had to 
fay, on the fubjeft of the glowing eulogium which Deb- 
orah pronounces on the conduft of '^ Jael, the wife of 
Heber/* Permit me only to repeat, that in order to 
our fully adopting the fentiments of the Ifraelitifli poet- 
efs, we muft be acquainted with many circumftances 
of the cafe, which the concifenefs of the facred hifliory 
enables us not to difcover \ that there is a fihgiilarity 
in the whole conduft and occafion of the bufiriefs, 
which forbids it to be drawn into a precedent, and 
pleaded in ordinary cafes as an example or an excufe ; 
that we are to diftinguifli carefully betwixt thft poetic 
ardour and enthufiafm of a female bard and patriot, 
and the calm, unimpaffioned praife and cenfure olF 
found reafon, or the deliberate approbation of the God 
of truth, mercy and juftice. , We know certainly that 
God cannot love nor commend perfidy, cruelty or re- 
venge. . But he juftly may, and often does employ the 
outrageous gaflions of one great pfferider to punifli 
thofe of anptner. . And that through ignorance, prej- 
udice, or wilful mifconception, tlie wifeft of men are 

verjr 
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.very Incompetent judges of thff ways and ^prks of th^ 
.Almighty. 

The windiijg vp of this facred poem, fuggefts the 
.mofl jatisfadory apology for the condud of Jael, and 
-accounts at the fame time for the warmth*of the ftrains 
.in which Deborah celebrates that conduct. It is the 
.horrid ufe which conquerors ufually made of viftory, 
to which I allude. The wretched females of the van- 
quiflied people fell a prey to the brutal lufl of the 
vidprs. This was acafe io common that " the moth- 
^er of Sifera and her wife ladies" are rcprefented as fo 
loft to feminine delicacy. and compaifion as remorfe- 
lefsly to exult in the thought of portioning out the 
. virgins of Ifrael to Sifera and his foldiers, as the m&e v 
. inflruments of a brutal pleafure ; as an article of hor- 
rid booty for the lawlels plunderer. " The mother 
of Sifera looked out at a window, and cried through 
the lattice. Why is his chariot fo long in coming ? 
why tarry the wheels of his chariots ? Her wife ladies 
anfwered her, yea,, (he returned anfwer to herfelf. Have 
thpy not fped ? have they not divided the prey, to 
. every man a damfel or two ? to Sifera a prey of divers 
colours, a prey of divers colours of needle-work, of 
divers colours of needle- work on both fides, meet for 
the necks of them that take the fpoil?*** Now, may 
. we not fuppofe both Jael and Deborah animated with 
. a holy indignation ^gainft the intended violators of 
their fex's modefty and honour, and with a holy joy, 
on the defeat of their ungracious pnrpofe ? May we 
not innocently fuppofe a mixture of virtuous female 
fpirit i^fpiring what the one adted and the other fung ? 
. Our pity for the fallen warrior, and his untimely, in- 
. gionous fete, muft of courfe. abate, when we confider 
: that ^ i:ighteous and merciful Providence, by whatever 
pieans, ihortened a life, and ftopped a career, which • 
', thjes^tened the life^ the virtue, the happinefs of thou- 
..^ds. 

Fa In 

* Ver. 2S, 29, 30. 
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In pcrfonifyingthecharaftcrof Sifcra's mother and 
her attendants, Deborah prefents us with a happy im- 
itation of a paflage in the fong of Mofes on the trium- 
phant paiTage of the Red Sea ; where the poet infin- 
uates himfelf, by a bold figure of eloquence, into the 
councils of Pharaoh, overhears their formidable refiv 
lutions, and in the clofe of the fcene, rejoices in fee- 
ing their counfels, once fo much dreaded, turned 
into foolifhnefs, by the grace and power of Heaven. 
" The enenry^ faid, I willpurfue,*! will overtake, I will 
divide the fpoil ; my luft fhall be fatisfied upon them ; 
I will draw my fword, my hand fliall deftroy them. 
Thou didft blow with thy wind, the fea covered them ; 
they fank as lead in the mighty waters/** So here^ 
Deborah brings in the matrons of Canaan as anticipa- 
ting the fruits of vifkory, prematurely enjoying the 
triumph of the fubjeftion of the Ifraelitifh damfels to 
their own pride, and the pleafure of their warriors ; 
and (he infpirits the gratitude and joy of her fair coun- 
trywomen, by gently hinting at the dreadful hazard 
which they had run. This too, of courfe, diminiihes 
our concern for the cruel difappointmcBt which the 
mother of Sifera endured, looking and looking, from 
her window, but flill looking in vain for him who was 
never more to return ; expefting and expefting that 
lingering chariot, which the ancient river Kifhon had 
long ere now fwept down its ftream : fluihed with 
hope, only to make calamity more bitter. And let 
that hope be forever blaftcd, which could be accom- 
plifticd only by what humanity fhudders to think of. 

Having thus enjoyed felf-gratulation, and called 
forth the grateful congratulations of her delivered 
country, and with heroic ardour trampled on difap- 
pointed luft, infolence and ambition, (he now aims a 
nobler flight. The world and its tranfitory interefts 
and employments difappear. The throne of God 
meets her enraptured eye. Private, perfonal, nation- 
al animofity are no more : all, all is loft in the higher, 

unlimited, 
• Exod. XV. 9, 10. 
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unlimited, unchanging interefts of the divine glory. 
•* So let all thine enemies periih, O Lord/* This is 
but a prophetic enunciation of what needs muil be. 
After one revolution has obliterated another, one 
mortal intcreft fwallowed another up— after the dif- 
dndion^ of Jew and Gentile, Greek and barbarian, 
bond and free are loft and forgotten, the honours of 
the divine juftice and mercy fhall flourifli and prevail 
They that are afar from him, of whatever other name 
or defcriptioi^, fhall periih } and the workers of in- 
iquity fliall be deftroyed. 

But the pious leader of the heavenly theme, as if 
unwilling to ihut up her fong with aii idea fo gloomy 
as the awfiil difpleafure of the great God againft his 
adverfaries, relieves herfelf and us, by taking up the 
niore encouraging view of the favour x)f Jehovah to 
his friends, and thus ihe fervently breathes out hqr 
foul ; ^' But let them that love him, be as the fun 
when he goeth forth in his might," 

Next to the great Lord of nature himfelf, who is, 



• to us invifible, 



Or dimly feen, in thefe his loweft works ; 

Milton. 

that glorious creature of his power, the fun, is the 
mofl ftriking and imprefCve of all objects. And poets 
of every defcription have enriched and ennobled their 
compofitions by allufions to the glorious orb of day, 
" of this great world the eye and foul," as the brighteft 
inanimate image of Deity here below, the fountain of 
light, the difpenfer of vital warmth, the parent of joy. 
The infpired facred writers have likewife happily em- 
ployed it to reprefent the moft glorious animated im- 
age of God in our world, a wife and good man ** go- 
ing from ftrength to ftrength ;" ihining as a light in a 
dark place ; filently, without expeftation of return, 
without upbraiding, in an unceafing revolutipn of dif- 
fufmg happinefs ; aiming at refemblance to his Crea« 

tor 
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tor by becoming a god to his fellow^creatures. It is 
thus that Deborah concludes her fong j with a warrti 
eflFufion of faith, and hope, and defire, that righteouf- 
nefs might abound and increafe, that good men might 
be in fucceflion raifed up, each in his day a light to hii 
country, to mankind ; ** going forth as the fun in his 
might," from luftre to ftill higher luftre, from ufcfuU 
uefs to ufefulnefs, without diminution and without end. 
By the fame fimple but powerful imagery the v^ifc 
man reprefents the progrefs of true goodnefs ; ** the 
path of the juft is as the fhining light, that Ihineth 
more and more unto the pcrfeft day." And Wifdom 
itfelf by a fimilar fuggeftion animates the zeal and 
fupports the induftry of thofe who were to teach hi* 
religion to the nations of the earth ; ** Ye ar6 th^ 
light of the world. Let your light fo (hine before 
men, that they may fee your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven." 

To the whole is aifixed an hiftorical note, ihort in- 
deed, but highly interefting and important ; "And the 
land had reft forty years." This is the nobleft eulo- 
gium of Deborah, the moft honourable difplay of her 
talents and virtues. If there be feelings worthy of en- 
vy, they are thofe of this exalted woman, on reflefting 
that God had honoured her to reftore liberty and 
peace to her country ; and to eftablifti fuch a fyftem 
of adminiftration of juftice, of civil government, of 
military difcipline, and of religious worfhip, as preferv- 
cd the public tranquillity for forty years. How ef- 
feftually may every individual fcrve the community ! 
Of what importance, then, is every, the meaneft indi- 
vidual ! How lafting and how extenfive is the influence 
of real worth ! There is one way in which every man 
may be a public blefling, may become a faviour of his 
country— by cultivating the private virtues of the man 
and the Chriftian. 

I proceed to illuftrate the female charafter, its ami- 
ablenefs, ufefulnefs and importance, in pcrfons and 

fcenes 
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fc$nes of a very different complexion ; in the lefs glar- 
ing, but not lefs inftrudive Hiflory of Ruth, the Mdi- 
abitefs, and Naomi, her mother-in-law ; happy to ef- 
cape the fcenes of horror and blood which are the fub- 
je^ of the remainder of the hiflory of the Ifraelitifli 
judges. 



Hiftory 



Hiftory of Ruth. 



LECTURE VII. 



auTH I. 1—5. 

Nnv it came to pa/s in the days when the Judges ruled^ 
that there ivas a famine in the land. And a certain 
man of Beih-khem-Judah went tofojourn in the country 
§f Moaby he and his wife and his two fans. And the 
name of the man was Elimelechy a?id the name ef 
his wife Naomi^ and the name, of his two fom 
Mahhn and Chilion^ Ephratbites of Beth-lehem-ju'- 
dah. And they came into the country of JMoab^ 
and continued there. And Elimelechy Naomi^s hujband^ 
died ; andjhe was left and her two fons. And they 
took them wives of the women of Moab ; the name of 
the one was Orpah^ and the name of the other Ruth .• 
and they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon 
and Chilion died alfo both of them ; and the woman was 
kfi of her twofons^ and her bujband. 

X HE perpetual viciflitude that prevails in the fyf- 
tem of the univerfe, and in the conduS of Providence, 
is adapted to the nature, and conducive to the happi- 
nefs of man. The fuccelTion of day and night, alter- 
nate labour and repofe, the variations of the changing 
feafons lend to each, as it returns, its peculiar beauty 
and fitnefs. We are kept ftill looking forward, we 
are ever hovering on the wing of expedation, rifmg 

from 
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from attainment to attainment, prefGng on to fome . 
future mark, purfuing fome yet unpoflefled prize. 
The hireling, fupported* by the profpeft of receiving 
the evening's reward, cheerfully fulfils the work of 
the day. The hulbandman, without regret, perceives 
the glory of fummer pafling away, becaufe he lifts up 
his eyes and " beholds the fields white unto the har- 
Teft ;** and he fubmits joyfully to the painful toil of 
autumn, in contemplation of the red and comfort he 
ihall enjoy, when thefe fame fields fhall be white with 
fnow. It is hunger that gives a relifh to food ; it is 
pain that recommends eafe. The value of abundance 
is known only to thofe who have fuffered want, and 
we are little fenfible what we owe to God for the bleff- 
ing of health, till it is interrupted by ficknefs. 

The very plagues which mortality is heir to, have 
undoubtedly their ufes and their ends : and the fword 
may be as neceffary to draw off the grofs humours of 
! the moral world, as florm and tempeil are to diflurb 

the mortal ftagnation, and to chafe away the poifonous 
vapours of the natural. Weak, fliort-fighted pian is 
affuredly unqualified to decide concerning the ways 
* and woiiLS of infinite wifdom ; but weak, labouring, 

wretched man mayfurely repofe unlimited confidence 
fai infinite goodneii^. « 

During the dreadful times when there was no king 
in Ifrael, the whole head was fo fick, the whole heart 
fo faint, the whole mafs fo corrupted, that an ocean 
of blood muft be drained off, before it can be reftored 
to foundnefs again. Not only one rotten limb, but 
the whole body is in danger of perifhing, and noth- 
ing but a painful operation can fave it. The ikilfiil, 
• firm, but gentle hand of Providence takes up the in- 
ftrument, cuts out the difeafe, and then tenderly binds 
^ up the bleeding wounds. Relieved from the diftrefs 

of beholding brother lifting up the fpear againft broth- 
er, from hearing the ftiouts of the yiftor, and the 
f groans of the dying, we retire to contemplate and to 

\ partake of the noifelefs fcenes of domcftic life j to 9b- 

' ferve 
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fervethe wholefome forrows and guiltlefs joys of calm- 
nefs and obfcurity ; to join in the triumphs of fenfi- 
Ixiity, and to folace in the foft effufions of nature ; to 
*' fmile with the fimple, and feed with the poor.'* 

The little hiftory on which we are now entering, is 
one of thofe which every where, and at all feafons, 
mufl: afford pleafure and inftrudion. It is a molt in* 
teteiling difplay of ordinary life, of fimple manners, 
of good and honed hearts ; of the power of friendfliip 
and the rewards of virtue. It forms an important 
link in the chain of providence, and the biltory of 
redemption. There is perhaps no (lory that has been 
wrought into fo many different forms, trai^sfufed in* 
to fo many different languages, accommodated to fq 
many different fituations, as the hiftory of Ruth. It 
is felt, from the cottage up to the palace, by the ruf- 
tic and the courtier, by the orphan gleaner in the 
field, and the king's daughter. The man of taile de- 
lights in it on account of the artlefs ftrudure, elegant^ 
didion, and judicious arrangement of the tender 
tale. The friend of virtuous fenfibility delights in it, 
for the gentle amotions which it excites, and the ufe- 
fill leflbns which it inculcates. The pious fou^rejoices. 
in it from the enlarged, the inilruftiye, the confola- 
tory views of the divine providence which it unfolds. 
The inquiring and devout chriftian prizes it, as (land- 
ing in connexion with the ground of his faith, s^nd 
contributing to ftrengthen the evidence, and explain 
the nature of ^^ thofe things wherein he ha^ been in- 
ftrufted,*' and on which he refts for falvation. Happy 
the man, who, poffeffmg all thefe qualities, mall 
perufe and employ it as a correflior and guide to the 
imagination, as a fupport to the fpirit, as a light to 
the underftanding, a monitor to the conscience, a 
guard to the afiedions, and a faithful inftrudor to 
the heart. 

The particular era of this ftory is not marked by 
the facred penman, neither has he been dire£led to 
a%c bis name to his precious little work. In general 

it 
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it was not in the times of boifterous anarchy and wild 
uproar, that Boaz cut down his barley, and Ruth 
gleaned after the reapers. The fruits of the field were 
proteftedto the owner by lawful authority, andjuftice 
was adminiftered by the elders in the gate. 

If we confider that the life of man was now reduced 
to the common ftandard, that David was the fourtb 
in order of fucceffion from Boaz, and allow thirty or 
thirty-five years to be the medium ftandard of diftance 
from one generation to another, the marriage of Boaz 
with Ruth will be thrown upon the ihort adminiftra- 
tion of his townfman Ibzan, the fucceffor of Jep- 
tha, of which we have only a brief account : " And 
after him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Ifrael." * 

Samuel is generally underftood to have written both 
this book and the preceding, and thereby to have pre-* 
fervedthe hiftorical feries of events from Jofliua to him- 
felf, atmoji unbroken ; and alfo the genealogical deduc^ 
tion of fucceffion down to David, in whom the roy- 
al line of the houfe of Judah commenced, altogether 
uninterrupted. And while we behold Rahab the har- 
lot, a woman of Jericho, and Ruth the Moabitefs, not 
only admitted to the rank of mothers in Ifrael, but 
mothers of a race of kings, mothers in the line of 
** Meffiah the Prince," we are admoniflied as Peter was 
long afterward, on a different occafion, ** not to call 
that common or unclean which God hatif purified.'* 

Ifrael was now enjoying the bleffing of good gov- 
ernment, but the land is vifited with a calamity which 
no fagacity of government could forefee or prevent, 
and no human power remove, — ^with famine. Bethle- 
hem itfelf, the houfe of bread, fo called from the fer- 
tility of the circumjacent fields, finks under the pref- 
fure of this fore evil, and Elimelech, one of the chiefs 
of his tribe, is, like the moft illuftrious of his anceftors, 
driven to feek fubfiftence in a ftrange land. 
• Every land according to its place on the globe has 
its peculiar climate, foil, produftion. One is water- 

e4 
* Judges xii. 8. 
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ed by the clouds of heaven, another by an inundation 
of the waters of the earth. Here the rain defcends 
according to no fixed law, either as to feafon or quan« 
tity, there it is meafured to a drop, and timed to a mo* 
ment. On the regularity or uncertainty of thefe dif- 
tributions by the hand of nature, or the intervention 
of Providence, depend the comfort, the very fuftenta* 
tion of human life ; on them depends all the variation 
of vegetable produce, as to plenty or fcardty, as to 
greatnefs, wholefomenefs, pleafantnefs and their con- 
traries. Hence the fame country is one year as the 
garden of God, for beauty and abundance, and the 
next as the wafte howling wildernefs ; Canaan now 
flows with milk and honey, and gives bread to the full, 
and anon eats uplts inhabitant^ We hear an oflFend- 
ed and a merciful God, by tlie mouth of the fame 
prophet, reproving and threatening human thought- 
lefsnefs and ingratitude in relation to this intereiang 
fubjed, in thefe glowing terms : ** She did not know 
that I gave het corn and wine and oil, and multiplied 
her filver and gold, which they prepared for Baal ; 
therefore will I return and take away my corn in the 
time thereof, and my wine in the feafon thereof, and 
will recover my wool and my flax, given to cover 
her nakednefs. And I will deftroy her vines and her 
fig-trees, of w^ich (he faid, Thefe are my rewards which 
my lovers liave given me : and I will make them a 
foreft, and the beads of the field ihall eat them.'' 
And thus relents the God of grace towards penitent 
returning children, " I will betroth thee unto me 
in faithfulnefs, and thou Ihalt know the Lord. And 
it {hall come, to pafs in that day, I will hear, faith the 
Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they fhall hear the 
earth, and the earth fhall hear the corn and the wine 
! and the oil, and they (hall hear Jezreel ; and I will 

i fow her unto me in the earth, and I will have mercy 

on her that had not obtained mercy." Such is the 
I myfterious fcale of both mercy and judgment. Thus 

I i^uivcrfal nature is combined in one firm league to 

opprefs 
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cpprefs and confouiid God's adverfary; Thus every 
creature, every event unites in preferving the exift- 
ence, and promoting the happinefs of his repenting^ 
dutiftil, obedient children. 

Elimelech feeks and finds refuge in Moab, for '^ the 
earth is the Lord's and the fulnefs thereof ;'' and be 
has given commandment^ *^ Let mine outcafts dwell 
with thee, Moab -y* and that one word difarms in an 
inftant national animofity, repreflfes the rage of the 
lion, quenches the violence of fire. The fugitive of 
Bethlehem- Judah finds kindnefs and protection among 
inveterate enemies ; Daniel il^eps fecure amongfl the 
fierceft of the favage tribes j and the three children of 
the captivity walk unhurt in the midft of the flaming 
furnace. 

We fee, at firft, nothing but one of thofe inftancesi 
which every day occur, of the fad.reverfes to which 
individuals, families, ftates are liable ; the downfall 
and diftrefs of an ancient and reputable boufe, ftrug- 
cling with penury, and forced into exile \ but we 
loon difcover, that the eternal eye is fixed on a nobler 
objed, that^ the hand of omnipotence is preparing the 
materials and laying the foundation of a more mag- 
nificent fabric ; that infinite wifdom is bringing low 
the royal houfe of Bethlehem, only to reftore it with 
greater fplendour* 

We have before us at once the cure of pride and of 
defpair* Behold, O man of an hundred ancefiors, 
and of an hundred thoufand acres, behold Elimelech, 
the fon of Abraham, poor and defpifed ; the head of 
the tribe of Judah, a flranger in a ftrange land, ex- 
ifting through fufferance, fupplied through foreign 
bounty ; and remember by what a brittle tenure thy 
privileges and poflelTions are held. Confider, child 
of adverfity, whom no man knows, whom no one re- 
gards, confider yonder negleded, reduced, extinguifh- 
ed family, and behold from the afhes of the expiring 
pbcenix, an immortal offspring arifing, whofe flight 
neither time nor fpace can limit, and feel thine own 

importance. 
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importance, and aim only at'bigh things^and trufiin 

-omnipotence for the execution of . its own: eternal 

^ purpofe. 

In a country and ainonga peo{de where names wece 

' not mere arbitrary founds, but conveyed a meaning 
conncfted with charader, with hiilory, with expefla- 
tion, thofe of Elimelech, " my God is king,** and of 
his wife Naomi, " the pleafant one,*' from their. pe- 
culiar import, muft have a reference to certain cir- 
cumftances in their hiftory which are not recorded. 
The former might be diftated by the fpirit of prophe- 
cy, and be lignificantje^without the intention of them 
who impofed, or of him ,who bore it, of the future 

. greatnefs to which the family, through the favour of 
Heaven, fhould arife, in the perfons of David, of Solo- 

• nion, and that long fucceflion of princes which finally 
centered, and was abforbed, in the perfon of Chrift, 
David's fon ; yet David's Lord. The particulars of 
his own ftory that have reached. us, are too few and 
too general to admit of our difeerning any reference or 
application of his name to his chara^er> oiSce or con- 
dition : buti-we know enough of the character and 
hiftory of Naomi to juftify the fuitablencfs of the ap- 
pellation to her perfon, difpofitions .and » final attain- 
ments. 

In the difafters which befal, and thefucceflfes which 
attend ceitainfsLmilies and individuals,, we behold an 
apparent partiality of dtftribution that confounds and 
overwhelms us. Death enters into that houfe, paifes 
from couch to couch, ipares neither root nor branch ; 
the infatiate fiend never fays it:is .enough. Whatev^er 
that poor man attempts, be the fcheme ever fo judi- 
cioufly formed, ever fo diligently profccuted, uniform- 
ly fails ; the winds as they change, the flars in their 
courfes fight againft him. : The very miilakes of his 
neighbour turn out profperoufly, his fails are always 
full, his children* multiply, his wealth increafes^.his 
mountain ftands flrong. Is God therefore unwife, 
capricious, partial or unjuft ? No, but we. are blind, 

contraded. 
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contraded, prefiimptuous. We can difcern, can com- 
prehend, only here and there a little fragment of his 
works, .we are ^one, before the event has explained 
itfelf; It requires the capacity, the eternity of God 
bimfelf to take in the mighty whole of his plan* 

The houfe of Elimelech exhibits an aflfefting in- 
ftance of the inequality we hz^t been mentioning* 
The fad account of famine, of banishment, of degrada- 
tion, of dependence, is at length clofcd with death. 
Difeafe of body, co-operating with diftrefs of mind, 
probably the effedk of it, ihoriens his days, and termi- 
nating his own worldly mifery, dreadfully aggravates 
the woes of the unhappy furvivbrs. Wretched moth- 
er, left to ftruggle alone with poverty, folitude, danger, 

' and negled : far from friends, encompalTed with ene- 
mies, loaded with the charge of two fatherlefs children, 
not more the objefts of affeftion, than the fources of 
anxiety and care ! While Elimelech lived, penury was 
hardly felt as a burden ; in exile thou wert always at 
home ; fecluded from fociety, the converfation of one 

*ftill dispelled the gloom. Thy fons afforded only de- 
light, becaufe that delight was participated in, by him 

. who had a common intereft with you in them : but ' 
all is now changed, every load is accumulated feven- 
fold, every comfort is embittered, every profpeft is 
clouded : the pad prefents nothing but regret j the 
future difclofes nothing but defpa^r. 

She feems to have given up at this period all 
thoughts of returning to her native country, and, mak- 
ing a virtue of dire necefiity, attempts to naturalize 
her family in the land of Moab, by allying her fons, 
through marriage, to the inhabitants of the country- 
The fenfe of the lofs Ihe has fuftained gradually yields 
to the lenient hand of time, and to the fweet hope of 
feeing the hbuft of her beloved hulband built up; and 
liis name revived in the perfons of his grand-children. 
Alas, what is the hope of man ! ih6 flatterer has been 
only decoying her into a greater depth of woe j her 
two r6mgiiiing props fink, one after another^ into the 

duft ; 
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dud ; all that the eyes defired is taken away with 
flroke upon ftroke ; and, to fill up the meafure of a 
mother's wretchednefs, both her Tons die cbildlefs, 
and hope expires with -them. Now (he is a widow in- 
deed, and exbaufted nature finks under the preifure. 
* It is the opinion of many interpreters, that the pre- 
mature death of the young men was a judgment 
from heaven to puniih their illegal intermarriage with 
ilrange and idolatrous women. It becomes not man 
to judge ; and we know that God executeth only 
righteous judgment j and in wrath fUll remembers 
mercy. 

Thus in three fhort lines the facred hiftorian has de« 
livered a tragic tale that comes home to the bofom of 
every one that poflfeiTes a fpark of fenfibility* It is a 
domeftic (lory ; it reprefents fcenes which may, which 
do happen every day. It admoniflies every one in 
how many points he is vulnerable, how defencelefs he 
is againfl the thunderbolts of Heaven. It awfully 
difplays the evil of fin, and the wrath of God againft 
all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufiiefs of man. If fuch 
be the temporal effeSs of his vengeance, how bitter 
muft be the cup which his juft difpleafure mingles for 
incorrigible offenders, in a ftate of final retribution ! 
How pleafing to refleft that trials of this fort do not 
always flow from anger, that they are the wholefome 
feverity of a father, that they aim at producing real 
good, that they in the iffue really *' yield the peacea- 
ble fruits of righteoufnefs." The darknefs of night at 
lejiglh yields to the glorious orb of day, the ftiadow 
of death is turned into the morning, and the defolatc 
is as (he who hath an hufband. 

This makes way for the introdudlion of the heroine 
of this eventful hiftory ; and we become mterefted in 
her from the very firft moment. The Jewifh writers, 
to heighten our refpedt for Ruth, perhaps from a piti- 
ful defire to exalt their own anceftry, make her the 
daughter of a king of Moab, and as they are never 
timorous in making, affertions, or forming conjedures 

on 
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on fuch occafions, they tell you her father was Eelon 
whom Ehud flew.^ It is hardly probable that a pnncc, 
of that country would have given his daughter ia 
marriage to a needy adventurer who had baniihed 
himfelf from his country through i^eceffity. But of 
little importance is it, whether fhe were born a prin- 
cefs or no. Nature has adorned her with qualities 
fuch as are not always to be found in the courts of 
kings ; qualities which bed adorn high birth, and 
which ennoble obfcprity and indigence ; fidelity and 
attachment ; a foul capable of fond refpe£t for de* 
parted worth, and living virtue : magnanimity to fa- 
crifice every thing the heart holds dear, to decency, 
friendfhip, and religion \ magnanimity to encounter, 
without repining, painful toil and humiliating depend- 
ence, in fulfilhng the duties of gratitude, humanity, 
and piety. How eloquent is fhe when (he fpeaks, 
how great when fhe fays nothing, how tranfcendently 
exalted in all fhe thinks, fpeaks and a£ts ! With what 
divine art, fhall I fay, is fhe introduced in the facred 
drama ? After W9 have been melted into pity by the 
calamities of Naomi's family, and feen the widowed 
mourner finking under wave upon wave ; and the 
profpefl: of progeny, the lafl darling hope of an Ifrael- 
itifli matron, rudely torn from her, lo an angel in the 
form of a damfel of Moab, a mourner and a widow 
like herfelf, appears to comfort her, and makes her 
to know by fweet experience that he, that fhe, has not 
loil all, who has found a kind and faithful friend. 
What is. the found of the trumpet, and a long train of 
mute and fplendid harbingers, compared to the fimplc 
preparatior^ of unaffeded nature ! Let us wait her ap- 
proach in filent expedation ; and mufe on what id 
pafl. 

-^Behold one generation of men goeth and another 
cometh ; one planet arifing as another fets, every hu- 
man advantage balanced by its correfponding incon- 
veniency, every lofs cooipenlated by a comfort that 
grows out of it. 
Vol- VI. 6 —Behold 
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— *BefaoId the pnrpofe of the Eternal Mm4 maun* 
taining its ground amidft all the toffings and tempefts 
of this troubled ocean, triumphing over oppofition, 
ferving and promoting itfelf by the wrath of man and 
the malice of hell, out of daiinefs rifing into luftre, 
^* out of weaknefs made ftrong," by the energy of 
the great firft caufe, acquiring life, vigour and prof- 
perity from the extindion of means, from the de- 
ftruftion and death of fecondary caufes. 

Attend to the great leading objcd of divine revela- 
tion, to which all refer, to which all are fubfervient, 
in which all are abfoAed and loft. I will make men- 
tion of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; of Mofes and the 
prophets ; of Boaz and Ruth. ; ** I will make mention 
of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me ; behold 
Phiiiftia and Tyre with Ethiopia : this man was born 
there ; and of Zion it (hall be faid. This man was born 
in her : and the Higheft himfelf fhall eftabliih her. 
The Lord ihall count, when he writeth up the people, 
Th^t this man was born there." May our names be 
written in the Lamb's book of life, among the living 
In Jerufalem I 

The introduftion of thefe perfonages and events, 
one after another, were remote fteps of the prepara- 
tion of the gofpel of peace. And every perfon now 
bom into the church of Chrift, and every event now 
taking place in the adminiftration of human affairs, 
is a little fpace in the great fcale of eternal Providence, 
and a gradual preparation for the final confummation 
of all ttiings. Let ** thy kingdom come," O God ! 
Let Satan's kingdom be deftroyed ; let the kingdom 
of grace be advanced, ourfelves and others brought 
into, and prefervedin it, and let the kingdom of glory 
be haftened ! Amen ! 
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RUTH i. 14— 7I8. 

And they lift up their voice ^ and wept again : and Orpah 
kijfed her mofher-inAaw ; but Rutb . clave ynto her. 
Andjhefaidj Behold^ thy Jtfier-in-law is gofie back unto 
her peqfUy and . unto her god^ : return thou after thy 

Slfter-in-lqw. And Ruthfaid^ Entreat me not td leave 
thee^ or to return from foUow\ng afier thee : for whither 
tbougoe/ij I will go ; and where thou lodgefi^ I will 
lodge : thy people Jhall be my people ^ and thy God my 
God : where thou die/i^ will I die^ lar^ there will I be 
buried : thei JL,ord do fo to me^ and more alfoy if ought 
but death part thee and me. Whenfhefhp thatfhe was 

Jtedfqftly minded to go with ber^ thenjhe lefifpeakim 
unto her. 

1 HE calm, untumultuous, unglaring fcenes of pri- 
vate life, afford lefs abundant matter for the pen of the 
hiftorian, than intrigues of ftate, fenatorial contention, 
or the tremendous operations of the tented field, but 
they fupply the moralift and the teacher of religion 
with more pleafing, more ample, and more generally 
interefting topics of ufeful information, and falutary 
inftruftion. What princes ar^, what ftatefmen medi- 
tate, what heroes achieve, is rather an objedl of curiofi- 

G 2 ty 
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ty than of utility. They never can become examples^ 
to the bulk of mankind. It is when they have de- 
fcended from their public eminence, when they have 
retired to their private and domeftic ftation, when the 
potentate is toft in <he man, that they become objeds 
of attention, patterns for imitation, or beacons fet up 
for admonition and caution. 

For the fame reafon, the meek,, the modeft, the 
Boifelefs exhibition and exercife of female excellence^ 
©ccHpy a fmaller fpace in the annals of human nature 
than the noify, buftling^ forenfic purfuits and employ- 
ments of the other fex. But when feminine- worth is. 
gently drawn out of the obfcurity which it loves, and 
advantageoufly placed in the light which it naturally 
(huns, O how amiable, how irrefiftible, how attradHvc 
it is I, » A.>vife. and good woman ihines, by not feeking 
to fhtng. ;'.i^ jnioft eloquent when ffie is filent, andob- 
Vaius all Rcj; will, W yielding, by fuhmiflion,^ by pa- 
.Uence, by" fclf-denial." 

Scripture, as it excets-in every thing, lb it peculfarly 
excfels in delineating and unfolding the female charac- 
ter, both in refpefl of the quantity exhibited, and of 
.the delicacy, force and effeft of the defign- We have 
.already feen this exemplified, in a variety of inftances 
in the dignified conjugal attachment and refpefli, in 
the matron-like, confcious, impatient fuperiority of 
Sarah — in the maternal partiality, eagemefs and ad- 
drefs of Rebekah — in the jealous difcontent and im- 
patience of Rachel — ^in the winning condefcenfion, 
and the melting commiferation of Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter—in the patriotic ardour, the prophetic elevation, 
the magifterial dignity of Deborah, the wife of Lapi- 
doth — ^in the unrelenting firmnefs, and the daring, 
enterprifing fpirit of Jael, the wife of Heber. 

Female vice and worthlefsnefs are delineated on the 

facred page with equal. (kiH, truth andjuftice, from 

the infolence of Hagar, and the treachery of Deliah, 

down to the implacable vengeance of Herodias, and 

!the infatiate cruelty of her accurfed daughter*. 

Thrfc 
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Three more female portraits are now prefented for 
our infpeftion, and our improvement ; all expreflive 
of chara&ers .eflendally diflFerent» all. poiTeillng features 
of ftriking rdemblance, all exhibiting qualities which 
create and keep aUve an intereil, all copies from na- 
ture, all pourtrayed by the hand of him who knows 
what is in man. 

We have witne&d the wretchednefs and fympa- 
thized in the forrows of Naomi, ;7zy//^^;z/o«^, reducr 
«d from rank and fiilnefs to obfcurity and incUgence, 
ibaniflied from her country and friends,a flranger in a 
itrange land, robbed of her hufband, bereaved of her 
children j having no proteftor five Heaven, no hope 
or refuge but in the peaceful grave. Behold the 
thrice widowed mounner bowing the head, and hid- 
ing the face in filent gri4s£i She is dumb, (he opens 
not her mouth, becaufe the Lord, hath done it. The 
miferable partners of her woe only increafe and em- 
bitter it. Two young women, like herfdf widows, 
childlefe, comfortlefs ; fondly attached to her, and 
tenderly beloved by her, becaufe fondly attached to 
the memory of their huibands 4 but their mutual af*^ 
fedion reAdered a puniihment, not a pleafure, by the 
preffure of poverty and the bitternefs of negled. At 
length file is Toufed from the ftupefadion of grief by 
tidmgs from her country, from her dear native city, 
and a ray of hope difpels the gloom of her foul. She 
^' hears in the country of Moab how that the Lord 
iad vifited his people in giving them bread." 

In the wifdom and goodnefs of Providence, there is 
a healing balm provided for every wound. The leni- 
ent hand of time foothes the troubled foul to peace ; 
the agitation of the mind at laft wearies it out, and lulls 
it afleep, and its weaknefs becomes its flrength. 
Though in mifery we cleave to the lore of life, and 
having loft our comforts one after another, we are 
ftill enabled to look forward with fond cxpeftation to 
ja neV fource of joy. And when all temporal hope is 
extinguiflidd, and reluftantly given up, the fpirit af- 

ferts 



loa H^ty ef Rtdb. httr.VtH. 

ferti its own immortalityy and refls fti hope beydnd 
the grave. Naomi is reduced to a melancholy, mor^ 
tifying alternative ; of continuing a poor^ deferted ek** 
lie in the land of Moab, or of returning to Bethlehem- 
Judah, ftripped of all her wealth, all her jglory ; to be 
an objed, at belt, of pity^ perhaps of contempt. On 
this however ihe refolves, flattering herfelf that change 
9f place and'change of objeds may alleviate her (Uf- 
trefs. 

The two young Moabiteffes, in uniting themfelves 
to men of Ifrael, had renounced their own kindred 
and country, perhap&their native gods ; and therefore 
liften with joy to the propofal of their mother-in-law^ 
to return to Canaan. It is the more pleafing to ob- 
fcrve this unibn of fentiment and affedion, that the 
relation in queftion is feldom found favourable to cor- 
diality and harmony. It furnifhes a prefumptive proof 
of the goodnefs of all the three, and they had indeed a 
moft mournful bond of union among themfelves-^ 
common lofs, common mifery j and the heart feems 
to have felt and acknowledged the ties which alliance 
had formed and the hand of death had rivetted. 

Behold then the mother and her daughters turning 
their back on the painfully pleafing fcenes of Joys and 
forrows pail, unattended, unprotefted, unbefriended, 
difregarded, as fad a retinue as ever wandered from 
place to place. They are hardly in motion from their 
place, when Naomi, penetrated with a lively fenfe of 
gratitude for friendfhip fo generous and difinterefted-, 
overwhelmed with the profpcft of the ftill greater mif- 
ery in which thefe dutiful young women were about 
to involve themfelves, from their love to her, and un- 
willing to be outdone in kindnefs, eamcftly entreats 
them to return home again, urging upon them every 
confideration that reafon, that affedion, that prudence 
could fuggeft, to induce them to feparate from a wretch 
fo friendlefs ind forlorn, fo helplefs, fo hopelefs as 
herfelf. To fuflFer alone is now all the confolation (he 
either expefts or feems to wiih ; the deftituite condition 

of 
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of thefe fifters in aSIidioa, is now her heavieft bur- 
\ then* Indeed the fituation of thefe three female pil- 

J grims has in it fomething wonderfully pathetic and 

I interefting. There they are upon the road, on foot, 

I with all the weaknefs, ignorance, timidity, uncertain- 

ty and irrefolution oiw^dr fex ; not knowing which 
way to bend their courfe,cxpofed to the craft, violence 
or infult of every one they met ; finking under the 
recoUeSion of what they hadendurisd, flirinking fronx 
the apprehenfion of what might yet^ be before them : 
attempting to comfort each other, and, in that, every 
one feeking . fome flender confolation for herfelf. 
Think on the fculure of bread, on the failure of mon- 
ey, on the approaches of night, on the natural terrors 
and dangers of darknefs, on the favagenefs of wild 
beafts, and the more formidable favagenefs of wicked 
men. Think on the unkindnefs and indifference of 
an unfeeling world, and the darker frowns of angry 
Heaven. We are difpofed to weep while we reflea 
on Jacob, a fugitive from his father's houfe, cqmpof- 
ing his head to reft upon a pillar of ftone, under the 
canopy of the open iky ; at refleding on Jofeph, torn 
from his father's embrace, fold into ilavery, call into 
a dungeon j but I find here fomething infinitely more 
deplorable. They were men, flufeed with youthful 
fpirits, with youthful hope : the vigour of their minds 
had not been broken down by the iron hand of affile- 
. tion, their profpefts were enlivened with the promifes 
and vifions of the Almighty j but thefe unhappy wan- 
derers have drunk deep of the cup of adverfity ; their 
fociety is worfe than folitude, defpair hangs over all 
their future profpedts. Stand ftill and fhed the tear 
of companion over them, ye daughters of affluence, 
profperity and eafe, who ftart at a fbadow, who fcream 
at the fight of a harmlefs moufe, who tren|ble at the 
• ruftling of a leaf fhaken by the wind ; ye who never 
knew the heart of a ftranger, the keen biting of the 
wind of heaven, the ftern afpeft of hunger, the furly 
blow, or fc5rnful look of pride and cruelty. Or rath- 
er. 
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er, weep over them, ye whofe wounds are ftill bleed- 
ing, to whom wearifome days and nights have been ap« 
pointed, who by the experience of mifery, have learn* 
ed to pity and to fuccour the miferabie. May the God 
of mercy, the friend of the qMhan, the judge of the 
widow, the refuge of the diftmTed, have mercy upon 
them, and cpndud them in fafety to their deiired 
haven. 

Which Ihall we mofl: admire, the generofity and 
difmtereitednefs of the mother, or the fleadinefis, fpir^ 
it and refolution of the daughters^? How pleafurable 
is flrife of a certain kind» the ftrife of good will, of 
magnanimity, of gratitude, of piety, of felf-dci^aLi 
The language, the fentiments, are tne language atA 
fentiments of nature, they flow from the heart, and 
reach the heart. " And Naomi faid unto her two 
daughters-in-law, Go, return each to her mother's 
houfe : the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have 
dealt with the dead, and with me. The Lord grant 
you that ye may find reft, each of you, in the houfe of 
her hufband. Then fhe kiifed them. ' And they lift 
up their voice and wept," * . 

The good woman herfelf admits that enough of re* 
fpeA has been paid to filial and conjugal tendernefs \ 
fhe wifhes and prays, as a recompenfe for their kind- 
nefs to the Jiving, and devotednefs to' the memory of 
the dead, more lading and more aufpicious connexions 
with hulbands of their own country. She propofes • 
not, recommends' not the affected, conftrained, in* 
voluntary retirement and fequeflration of prudifh, 
fqueamifh virtue ; and they, on their part, afTume no 
unnatural airs of immortal grief ; they forrp no flim- 
fy fufpicious vows of undeviating, unalterable attach- 
ment ; make no clamorqus, unmeaning, deceptions 
proteftation of love extjnguifhedi and never to be re- 
kindled, the pitiful artifice of little minds to flatter 
themfclves, and catch th^ admiration of others. How 
mych more emphatical the filent, unprotefling reply 

of 
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of Orpah and Ruth ! « She kiffed them ; and they 
lift up their voice and wept.^* What charming elo- 
quence is heard, is feen, is felt in thofe tears ! Have 
thefe lovely damfels lefs regard for their departed 
lords, are they more mjkpr to form new alliances, that 
they fay nothing ? I clKot believe it. Noify grief is 
quickly over, foon fpends itfelf. Sincerity feldom 
calls in the aid of exclamation, vehen^ence and vows ; 
but dubious^ (laggering fidelity is glad to fupport itfelf 
with the parade of woe, and the pomp of declamation. 

Their perievering, de.termined, unprotefting friend- 
ihip but endears them the more to their venerable par- 
ent, ud inclines her the more powerfully to refifl: their 
inclination, and prevent the facrifice which they, were 
difpofed to make ; and again ihe has recourfe to more 
eameft and tender expoftulation, refolved to offer up 
a noble Sacrifice to maternal tendernefs in her turm 
^' And Naomi faid. Turn again, my daughters : why 
will ye go with me ? are there yet any more fons in 
my womb, that they may be your hu(bands ? Turn 
agdn, my daughters, go your way ; for I am too old 
to have an humand. If I ihould fay, I have hope, 
if I ihould have a hufbaod alfo to-night, and ffaould 
alfo bear fons ; would ye tarry for them till they were 
grown ? would ye (lay for them frona having huf- 
bands ? nay, my daughters : for it grieveth me much 
for your fakes, that the hand of the Lord is gone out 
againft me/'* 

What fweet touches of unfophifticated nature prefs 
upon the heart, in perufmg this addrefs ! beyond the 
pomp and power of art to reach. Who is not melted 
at hearing the undiiTembled wailings of a good and 
honed mind, mourning for others, not itfelf; calmly 
furrendering its own intereft in the joys of life, but 
anxioufly defirous to* procure and preferve them for 
thofe whom fhe loved as her own foul ; nobly refign- 
ing that cordial of cordials, virtuous friendfhip, when 
it could not be enjoyed but to the detriment of tho]|| 

v'ho 
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ttrho felt and exptefled it ; compofed to the profpe£t 
and fuffering of folitary anguifli^ provided her amiable 
children were reilored to thejank, affluence and com- 
fort which they fo well deferred. How, poor and con- 
temptible are the contentioq^kr precedency and pre- 
eminence, the emulation of Mnme and drefs, the rage 
of admiration and conqueft, compared to tbds ! How 
pleafant is it to fee an humble fortune dignified and 
fupported by generofity and greatnefs of mind ! 

The touchftone is now appUed to the afiedion of the 
two fifters, and their charaders and merits are finally 
difclofed. Orpah fuffers herfelf to be perfuaded } with 
regret we behold her refolution overcome ; we behold 
her feparating from her mother-in-law, with^^the vale- 
di&ory kifs of peace, and returning to her country 
and her gods ; and we hear of her no more. But 
Ruth cleaves to her new choice, unmoved by the ex- 
ample of her fifter, or the entreaties of her piother^ 
fhe perfifts in her purpofe ; the defertion of Orpah 
only knits her heart the fafter to her adopted parent, 
and in words far fweeter than the nightingale's fong, 
Ihe breathes out her unalterable refolution to live aitd 
to die with her. How could Naomi find in her heart 
to make another attempt to Ihake off fo lovely a com- 
panion ? How delighted mufl: fhe have been, in yield- 
ing the triumph of kindnefs to a pleader fo irrefiftible ! 
** And Ruth faid. Entreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee : for whither thou 
goeH, I will go ; and where t&ou lodgeft, I will lodge : 
thy people fhall be my people, and thy God my God : 
where thou died, will I die, and there will I be buri- 
ed : the Lord do fo to me, and more alio, if aught but j 

death part thee and me/* * * j 

The mother is eviry way outdone, overcome, and 
contends no Ionger—4:o perfifl farther had been cruel- *^j 

ry, not friendfhip ; and thus mutual fympathy and | 

deliberate choice have^ under the diredlion of all-ruling ! 

providence, formed an union dearer than the ties of 

interefl, 
* Verfc 1 6, 17. 
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inter^y or evtt the bond's df nature know : and thus 
ihe fahie bi^eath which extitaguiihes the fainter (park, 
blows up the ftronger into a purer, brighter flame ; 
and thus the God who h^ali hearts and all events in 
his hand^ i&veT rears a ^Bg6 for the miferable, pro- 
vides a remedy againft c^^air^ and extrads a precious 
efTence from calamity, wbi^h operates its own cure. 
^^ When ihe (aw that ihe was ftedfailly minded to go 
with her, then Ihe left (peaking unto her/'* And 
thus Ruth ftands without an equal, without a rival. 
And how has (he gained the glorious fuperiority over 
a fitter ? By a lofty tone and an overbearing fpirit, by 
the poifoned whifper, and the dark infinuation ; by 
fmoothnefs\>f forehead and malignity of heart ? No, 
but by perfeverance in well-doing, and adherence to 
redUtude i by modeft firmnefs, and heart-afFe£ting 
fimplicity ; by undiifembled aflPedion and unafFeded 
piety. O goodnefs, how pure, how fincere, how fatis- 
faftory ate the honours which crown thy head, and 
dilate thy heart ! 

It is impoffible to tire in contemplating atn objed fo 
tranfcendently excellent. In at fair form all the 
feminine virtues and graces lovb to refide. We have 
pointed out fome of them ; let us meditate for a mo- 
ment, on that which is the crown and glory of all the 
reft. Eftimable for her conjugal fidelity, and filial at- 
tachment ; great in her voluntary renunciation of the 
world, and patient fubmi(fion to poverty, hard(hip, 
and contempt ; how fuperlativety great, how fupreme- 
ly eftimable. does (he appear, arrayed in the robe of 
unfeigned piety, and triumphant faith in God ! The 
world may perhaps condemn her for preferring the fo- 
ciety, country, and profpeds of fo poor a woman as 
Naomi to the fnend(hip of her own kindred, the pof- 
felfions of her native home, the allurements of prefent 
eafe and comfort. Had (he conferred with flefh and 
blood, how very different had the decifion been ! But 
the faqijaklivine principle which caufed Mofes to ^^ re- 

fufe 
• Vcrfe 18. 
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fufe to be called the fon of Pharaoh's daughter ;^^ and 
which taught him *' to efteem the reproach of Chrift 
greater riches than the treafiires of Egypt/* determin* 
ed this amiable creature to withdraw from the com* 

E anions of her youth, tfaeljjjbtedion of her fzither's 
oufe, and the religious wo^mp of her anceftors ; and 
to follow a deftitute • forlorn widow from country to 
country, to caft her fubfiftence upon the care of Proy- 
idence, and to look for her reward beyond tjie grave, 

Obferve thefc diflind; qualities of the religious prin» 
ciple by which fbe was actuated* 

I. It was deliberate^ the refult of refie&ion, compari** 
fon and choice, not the prejudice of education, the 
determination of felf4ntereft, nor the momentary ef- 
fect of levity and caprice. Her prejudices, her par* 
tialities, her worldly interefts were all clearly on the 
other fide. The idolatrous rites of Moab were fafci- 
nating to a young mind^ not yet beyond a tafte fdr 
pleafure ; the afpe£t of the religion of Canaan was 
rather ungainly and forbidding, and to adtpt it impli* 
ed the renunciation of all that the heart naturally 
holds dear. Whcji Ae therefore thus* foleomly at- 
firms, " Your God Aall be my God," it is in effed 
faying, *' I have counted the coft, I know whom I 
have believed. I have opened my mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go back* I have fubfcribed with 
my hand to the God of Jacob. Biefled be the day 
that I came intd connexion with an Ifraelitiih family. 
It has indeed cofl: me many tears, pierced through my 
heart with many forrow8> it is banifhing me from my 
dear native clime, from the endearments of p^rentad 
aiFedion, from eafe, honour and abundance, driving 
me among ftrangers, expofing me to ftruggle with un- 
certainty, anxiety, neceflity, negleft and fcom ; but my 
refolution is fixed : none of thefe things move me ; 
every facrifice, every lofs, every difgrace is infinitely 
more than compenfated by having Ifraers God for my 
God." Which leads to obferve a m 

Second 
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Secbnd ie^tutt of Ruth's religious charaSer ; was it 
Jieady znd per/evering^ It might at firft have been 
mere reipe^ ior the opinions and praftice of the huf- 
band of her youth } the mere decency that fuited an 
adopted daughter of IfisA ; but this had long ceafed 
to be a motive ; bad it Smounted but to this, it had 
been buried in the grave of her departed lord ; but 
what was at firft complaifance and decency, grows up 
into in<|uiry, inquiry produces hefitation, and more 
ferious inquiry, this improves into conviction, and oon- 
vidion is followed by a determination not to be moved 
or ihaken, and fhe continues ftedfaft to the end. Her 
conftancy^ it mud be allowed, was put to fevere trials. 
Orpah has gone back, Naomi carries her expoftulation 
up to importunity, I had almoft faid, to downright 
violence ; the difficulties and hardihips of the way 
were increafing not diminiihing upon her. Had not 
** the heart been eftablifhed by grace,** fo many, fuch 
accumulated difcouragements, muft have fubdued the 
ardour of %er fpirit, and fent her back after her Af- 
ter ; but {he has put her hand to the plough, and muft , 
not look back* Obferve, ihe ^oes not attempt to 
reafon, does not oppofe argum«nt to argument, but, 
^.^ being fully perfuaded in her own mind,*' adheres 
firmly to her point, and argues irrefiftibly by not argu- 
ing at all, and prevails by entreaty. See that your 
caufe^egood, my fair friend, periift in it, profecuteit 
thus, and be afTured of the viftory* 

III. Obferve finally, as Ruth's religious principle 
was deliberate, was fteady and perfevering,^ fo it was 
fivety^ effiGaciotiSj pradicaL We hear nothing of the 
prattle of piety, nothing of the viplence of a yojung 
and a female profelyte, no queftion of doubtful difpu- 
tation introduced, about places and modes of worfhip, 
about Jerufalem and this mountain, nothing of the 
religion that floats merely in the head, and bubbles 
upon the tongue ; no, her religion \%, feen, not heard, 
it *' iMJks by love, it purifies the heart, it overcomes 
the wOTd." It oilers up a grapd facrifice unto God, 

the 
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the body and fpirit^ ^eftion aad Aib&mc0» yo9tk, 
beauty, parentage, the plcafiire$ aad.tjjiepiiik of life. 
Let me fee a fingle iniUnce of this foit^ aad I ii?iU ber 
lieve the convert nuure in fiarncft, thw by ^cbihiting 
all the ivordy zeal of a tho^kid polemic^^ » 

Indeed it is by afUon thanlitt truly exceUent wpbIj- 
an expreifes all her inward feelings^ Hir afie^on to 
her hufband is not heard in loud lamentation oyer his 
tomb, but in cleaving to all that remained of )u9i» hip 
mother, bis people, his country ^id ^is God. |i^ 
affedioa to his mother is not expr^ed in the fee 
phrafe of condolence and compliment ; but in adher- 
ing to her when all had forfaken her, in labouring for 
her fubfiftence, in fubmitting to her counfel : .and her 
reverence for his God is manifefted. not merely ia 
adopting the language and obferving ^he rites of Ca- 
naan, biit in relmquifiung forever, and with abhor- 
rence, the gods beyond the flood, and every thiftg con* 
neded with their abominable rites. 

Every circumftance of the cafe and chaftider under 
review, adminifters plain and important inftru^jtion. 
And, being a cafe in ordinary life, Kuth ftands forth 
a pattern and inftruSior to young perfon j, in particu- 
lar, whofe lituation may refemble her own* 

Young woman, you may have married into a ftrange 
family. You have, of courfe, adopted the kindred* 
the purfuits, the friendfhips, and to a certain degree* 
the religion of your hufband* It is your duty, and 
you will find it your into^ft, to let him and his con- 
nexions know, from your general deportment, that 
you are fatisfied with the choice which you have jnade. 
Learn to give up your own prejudices in favour of 
country, of parentage, of cuftoms, of opinions. Un- • 
lefs where the facred rights of confcience are concern- 
ed, deem no facrifice toJt great for the maintenance 
or reltoration of domeftic peace* As far as lieth in 
you, " whither he goeth, go thou ; and lodge where 
he lodgeth ; let his people be thy people, anfUiis God 
thy God/* You will thereby preferve and lecure his 

aflfedion ; 
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affe&i<>a ; ycm vtll haraiomze family interefts and in- 
timades, inftiead of difturbing them : if yours be the 
bettel* reHgi4)n, this is the way to bring over to it the 
man of no religion, or of an erroneous one ; and if 
it be the Worfe, your ]|j|itiquilhing }ty on conviftion, 
mli be at once a token of conjugal affe^on, a mark 
of good ttnderftanding, and a reafonable fervice to- 
ward Godk 

Have you had, in early life, the calamity of becom- 
ing a widow ^ It is a diftreffing, a delicate fituation. 
It calls for every maxim of prudence, every- counfel 
of ftiendftiip, every caution of experience, every fup* 
port of piety. If you are a qiourner indeed, you are 
already guarded againft affedation ; you will find ra- 
tional and certain relief in attending to, and perform- 
ing the duties of your ftation. You will neither feek 
a hafty cure of forrow by precipitately plunging into 
the world, nor attempt an unnatural prolongation of 
it by afFefted retirement and fequeftration. The 
tongue will utter norafhvows ; the pang- of repara- 
tion vdll dictate no infnaring refolutions ; the will of 
Providence will be refpefted, obeyed, followed. Re- 
fpeft for the dead is beft expreffed by dutifulnefs to 
the living. 

You have before you an ufefnl example of firmnefs 
blended with female foftnefs, of refolution heightened 
and adorned by fenfibility. Lately, like Ruth, you 
had one who thought and aded tor you ; one who 
joyfully endured the burden and heat of the day, that 
your body and mind might enjoy repofe. But now 
neceffity is laid upon you. You muft awake and arife 
to think and a6t for yourfelf. And here, as in every 
cafe, Naturjp has annexed the recompenfe to .the duty. 
The mental powers are enfeebled, and at length de- 
. -ftroyed, by difufe and inaction. Exertion invigorates 
the mind, and compofes by direfting it. The liftlefs- 
nefs of indolence undermines health j the activity of 
ufeful employment is the fimpleft and moft infallible 
medicine for bodily complaints. And the moft direft 

.. road 
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road to an honourable and happy fecond conmsxioiiy 
probably, is, to guard carefully againft all vehement 
expreifion of either inclination or avorfion^ on the 
fubjeft. 

All thefe, however, are mer^^y leflbns c^ prudence^ 
adapted to the life that now i& ; and, kowever import* 
ant in themfelves, unlefs aided and fupported by a. 
higher principle, will conftitute, at moft, the decent 
kinfwoman, or the refpeftable fufferer. In Ruth we 
. have this higher principle likewife beautifully exempli- 
fied — rational, modeft, unaSeded piety. True refig- 
ion fits well on perfons of either fex, and iu all fitua- 
tions ; but its afped is peculiarly amiable in a female 
form, and in particular fituations. Youth, beauty 
and forrow united, prefent a moft interefting objed — 
a daughter weeping at a parent's tomb ; a mother 
mourning over " the babe that milked her,** and 
" refufmg to be comforted ;** a widow embracing the 
urn which contains the aihes of the huiband of her 
youth — ^in all their afiliftion we are afflided,we cannot 
refrain from mingling our tears with theirs. Let re- 
ligion be infufed into thefe lovely forms, and mark 
how the intcreft rifes, how the frame is embelliihed, 
how the deportment is ennobled ! The eye of that 
dutiful child is turned upward, her heart is delivered 
from oppreflion, her trembling lips pronounce, 
*' When my father and my mother forfake me, then 
the Lord will take me up.** " My Father who art in 
Heaven !** The mother withdraws from the breath- 
lefs clay, reconciled to the ftroke which bereaved her, 
" goes her way, and eats bread, and her countenance 
is no more fad,** for her Maker has faid to her. Why 
weepeft thou ? and why eateft thou not ? and why is 
thy heart grieved ? Am not I better to. thee than ten 
Ibns ?'* — The widowed mourner " gives her mortal 
intereft up ; and makes her God her all.** 

YouAg woman, whatever thy condition may be ; 
whether thou art in thy father's houfe, or married to 
an hufband j at homft, or in a ftrange land j in focie- 
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ty, or folitude ; followed or neglected ; be this thy 
monitor^ this thy guide, this thy refuge—'* The love 
of G^d Ihed abroad in thy heart ;" " the fear of God 
which is the beginning of wifdom ;" ** the peace of 
God which pafleth all uQderftanding/' However eafy, 
gentle, flexible, complying, in other refpefts, where 
your religious principles, where the teftimony of a 
good confcience, where your duty to your Creator are 
concerne(^ be firm and refolute, ** be ftedfaft and un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord." Thus (hall youth be guarded, and beauty 
adorned ; thus (hall fociety be fweetened, and folitude 
cheered; thus (hall profperity be fandified, and ad- 
verfity foothed ; thus (hall life, even to "old age and 
decay, be rendered ufeful and refpedable ; and thus 
(hall death and the grave be (tripped of all that is ter- 
rible in them. 
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LECTURE tx;. 

RUTH i. ig-rr^22. 

Sq they, went trntH tbey came to Betb^lehflir And it came, 
. t9 pafs when they were come to JBeth^le/bemj that 
all the city was moved about them ; and they faid^ h 
this Naomi ? Andjhefaid unto tbemy Call me not Naondj 
call me Mara : for the Almighty hath dealt very bitter^ 
ly with me* 1 went out fully and the Lord hath brought nte 
home again empty : why then call ye me Naomi j feeing the 
Lord hath tefiified again/i me^ and the Almighty hath cf-^ 
fii£led me ? So Naomi returned^ and Ruth theMoabitefs 
her daughter-in-law with her^ which returned out of 
the country of Moab. And they came to Beth-lebem in 
the beginning of barley-harvefi. 

Of the calamities to which human life is expofed, x 
few only are to be accounted real evils : the reft are 
imaginary and fantafticat. Want of health is real 
woe ; but what proportion do the hours of pain and 
ficknefs bear to the years of eafe and comfort and joy ? 
Want of bread is real diftrefs, but it is very feldom 
the work of nature, and therefore ought not, in juf- 
tice, to be introduced into the lift of the unavoidable 
ills which flefli is heir to. The lofs of friends is a 
fore evil, but even wounds from this Iharp-pointed 
weapon are clofed at length, by the gend^ hand of 
t^me^, aj[id the tender confolatidns of religion. 

Whence 



I 
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Whence then the unceafing, the uiiiyerfal mur- 
murings of difcontent, of defire, of impatience ? Men 
fiat their ftandard of felicity too high ; and all they 
have attained goes for nothing, becaufe one darling 
objed is ftill out df reach ; or they groan and figh 
under the weight of fome petty difafter, which fcarce 
deferves the name; while ten thoufand fubftantial 
blefiings are daily falling on their heads unnoticed, , 
unacknowledged, unenjoyed. Compare, O man, thy 
poffeffions with thy privations, compare thy comforts' 
with thy deferts,<:ompaTe thy condition with thy neigh- 
bour's, confider howiar, how very far thy ftate is on 
this fide worft^ and learn to give God thanks. Repine 
not that fome wants are unfupplied, that fome griefs 
are endured, that fome defigns have been fruftrated, 
while fo many unmerited good things are left, while 
hope remains, while there is recourfe to Heaven. Be- 
hold thefe two forlorn wanderers, widowed, friendlefs, 
deftitute, and ceafe from thy complaints, and, (tretch 
out thy hand to fuccour the miferable. 

In the glorious ftrife of affedion, Ruth has nobly 
prevailed. Impelled by the fond recoUedion of en- 
dearments paft, and now no more — ^prompted by fil- 
ial duty and tenkiemefs to the mother of her chofce, 
attracted, animated, upheld by the powers and prof- 
pefts of religion, (he compofedly yields up her world- 
ly all, takes up her crofs, and bears it patiently along 
from Moab to Bethlehem*Judah. The hrftory is fi- 
lent on the fubjeft of their journey: It is eafy to' 
conceive the anxieties, the terrors, the fatigues, the 
fufFerings of female travellers, on a route of at leafl a' 
hundred and twenty miles acrofs the Amon, acrofs 
the Jordan, over mountains, through Iblitudes, with- 
out a proteftor, without a guide, without money: But 
that God who is the friend of the deftitute, and the 
refuge of the miferable, that God who was preparing 
for them infinitely more than they could afk, wifh or 
think, guides and guards them by the way, and brings 
them at length to theh- defired retting places 

H 2 . Thefe 
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Thefe are not the only female pilgrims whom the 
facred page has prcfented to our view, advancing 
by flow and painful ftages to Bethlehem of Judah. 
Upwards of thirteen hundred years after this period 
we behold a ftill more illuftxious traveller, and in cir- 
cumftances ftill more delicate, on the road from Naza- 
reth of Galilee, to her native city ; but not to take poflef- 

^lion of the inheritance of her fathers, not to repofe in 
the lap of eafe and indulgence, not to depofit the anxie- 
ties of approaching child*birth in the bofom of a fond 
and fympathizing parent ; but to know the heart of a 
ftranger, to feel the bitternefs of unkindnefs and neg- 
\cdi ; fo friendlefs that not a door would open to re- 
ceive her, fo poor that Ihe cannot purchafe the accom- 
modations of an inn, overtaken by nature's inevita- 
ble hour, " ihe brings forth her firft-born fon in a fla- 
ble, and lays, him in the manger, becaufe there was 
no room for them in ihe inn/* But through fuch 

, humiliating circumftances of meannefs and poverty, 
what a difplay of glory and magnificence was the arm 
of Jehovah preparing ! What an important ftation do 
the fimple annals of thefe poor women hold in the 
hiftory of mankind ! What celebrity, in the eyes of 
all nations, have they conferred on Bethlehem, on 
their country ! How a thoufand years flirink into a 
point, before that God who " fees the end from the 
beginning !'* How the purpofes of Heaven are accom- 
pliihed to one ipta, to one tittle ! How places and times 
are determined of Him who faith, as one having au- 
thority, " My counfel Ihall ftand, and I will fulfil all 
my pleafure." 

One of the advantages, and not the leaft, of travel- 
ling abroad, is the joy which the thought of returning 
home inlpires ; but this is a confolation which Naomi's 
return is not permitted to enjoy. She brings back 
no treafures to purchafe attention, to command re- 
fped, to excite envy. She is accompanied with no 
huiband, no fon, to maintain her caule, or cheer her 
folitude. She brings back nothing but emptinefs, de- 
reliction 
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Telidion and tears. A great part of her ancient ac- 
qtiaintance and friends are gone, as well as her own 
i^mily. Thofe who remain hardly know her again, 
fo much are her looks impaired and disfigured with 
grief. A new generation has arifen, to whom ihe is • 
an utter ftranger, and who are utter ftrangers to her. 
But in a little city, a trifling event makes a great noife. 
The curiofity of tlje whole town is excited by the ap * 
pearance of thele two iniignificant fugitives ; and vari- 
ous we may fiippofe were the inquiries fet on foot, the 
conjeftures formed, the remarks made, the cenfures 
palTed, on their account. This is the never-failing in- 
conveniency of inconfiderable places. Where there 
is abundance of idlenefs, abvmdance of ill-nature, eve- 
ry man is a fpy upon hi? neighbour, every one is at 
leifure to attend to the affairs of another^ becaufe he is 
but half occupied by his own. We have here enough 
of inquiry, enough of wonder, but not a fingle word 
of companion, of kindnefs,of hofpitality ; and Naomi 
might have gone without a roof to ihelter her head, or 
a morfel of bread to fuftain finking nature, but for the 
induftry and attachment of her amiable daughter- 
in-law! 

Bafe, unfeeling world, that can feaft itfelf on the 
orphan's tears and the widow's forrow ! 3ee, there* 
they are, ^very one from his own bufinefs, or rather 
his own idlenefs, to ftare and talk a wretched woman 
out of countenance ; the whifper goes round, the fin- 

. ger points, the fcandal of ten years ftanding is revived, 
and a new colouring is given to it. Affefted pity and 
real indifference wound the heart which God himfelf 
has jufl: bnaifed ; whofe hufband and children he has 
taken to himfelf.* The wretched mourner fcems to 
feel.it ; (he burfts into an agony of grief, and thus vent* 

*the bitt^nefs of her foul, " Call me not Naomi, call 
me Maw : for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought 
me home again empty : why then call ye me Naomi, 
feeing the Lord hath teftified againft me, arid the Al- 
mighty 
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mighty hath afiUfted oae ?"* What fimpi^, but what 
forcible language the heart fpeaks ! She dwells an the 
^liBute drcumitances of her cafe, takes up her owa 
name as a theme of wois, changes the fond appellation 
of parental affedion, of parental hope, Naomi, on 
which Providence had poured out thjc wormwood and 
gall of difappointi^ient, into one better adapted to her 
tragical hiftory. The pail prefents nothing but hap- 
pinefs paffed away as a ihadow ; rank, and opulence, 
and importance gone, gone, never to return. The 
future fpr£ad$ a gloom unirradiated by a fingle gleam 
of hope. She apprehends no change of things, but 
the opprei&ve change from evil to worfe. 

But yet her mifery admits of alleviation. It comes 
from God, ihe fees the hand of a Father in her afflic* 
don, ihe kiiTes the rod, and commands the foul to peace. 
To endure diilrefs the fruit of our own foUy^ to fu£Fer 
from the pride, cruelty and carelefsnefs of a man like 
ourfelves, is grievous, is unfupportable, it drinks up 
• our fpirits. But' the evil that comes immediately from 
God has its own a^itidote blended into its fubitance ; 
we drink the poifon and the medicine from the fitme 
chalicd", and at the fame inftaig^ y ^^^ ^^^ deilroys the 
cflFed of the other ; their joint operation is falutary, 
is life-givii;ig, not deadly. Was that the voice of God 
which I heard I Spake it not in thunder ? Said it not, 
** Take now thy fon, thine only fon, Ifaac, whom 
thou lovell, and offer him for a burnt-offering." It 
is well ; it was the voice of God, and that is enough. 
I will offer up the facrifice, I will furrender my dear- 
eil delight, I cannot tell how the promife is to be zct 
compliihed, confiilently with my obedience and fub- 
miffion, but the command and the promife proceed 
from the fame lips ; I leave all to him. 

From all that we fee, Naomi had flender jpotives, 
and poor encouragement, to return to her ofti coun- 
try ; we cannot tdl wliat determined her refi>lution j 
it might be a little fit of female impatience^ occafioned 

* Vcrfc ao, 21. 
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by fome piece of Moabitiih infolence or tinkindneffi \ 
it mi^ht be the itiere reftlefsnefs of a mind ill at eafe-, 
grafping at the fliadow of felicity merely from change 
of place ; it might be the ardeiit tiefire of horne^ 
of the fcenes of childifli fiftiplicity^ innocence and 
joy, which in certain circumftahces jul men feel^ and 
by which the conduft of all is, to a certain degree, 
regulated* Whatever it were it came from above, it 
was over- ruled of infinite wifdom, it was^ unknown 
to itfelf, afting in fubferviency to a molt important 
event : and it is thus, that little, unnoticed, unknowik 
powers, put the great machine in motion, produce e& 
feds that aftoniih, and delight, and blefs mankind. 

The fame all-ruling Providence is conlpicuous iA 
determining the feafon of Naomi's return. Oh this 
hinged all the mighty confequences of Ruth's acquaint- 
ance and connexion with Boaz— the birth ci kings, 
the tranfmiflioh of empire, the accomplifiunent of an- 
dent prophecy, the hopes of the human race. Had 
this apparently unconfequential journey been acceler- 
ated^ been retarded, a month, a week, a fingle day^ 
the parties might never have met. Contingent to 
men, it was forefeen, fixt, difpofed and matured by 
Him, *' who is wonder^l in counfel, and excellent in 
working.** 

Every one obferves and records the great incidents 
of his life. But would you, O man, have rational 
pleafure, blended with ufeful inftruftion, attend to 
little things, trace matters of higheft moment up to 
their fource ; and behold thy fate iland quivering on 
a needle's point ; and a colour given to thy whole fu- 
ture life, thy eternal date fixed, by a' reed fhaken 
with the wind, by an accidental concurrence which 
thou wert neither feeking nor avoiding ; and rejoice to 
think that all things are under the direftion of uner- 
ring wifidom, of all-fubduing mercy ; are ** working 
togetherfor good." « 

Does this teach a leffon of levity and inconfidef a- 

tion ? Dareft thou to trifle with thy everlafting con- 

• cerns 
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cerns becaufe there is a God who ruleth and judgeth 
in the earth, who doth all things after the couni'el of 
his own will ? God forbid. Prefumptuoufly to lead 
the decrees of Providence, impioufly to refift tjiem, or 
timidly to draiiUpack, are equally offenfive to a rights 
eous, a holy an A^fe God. 

We have feen the unhappy Naomi dripped of al- 
moft every earthly good ; hufband, children, friends, 
means, country, comfort ; it is the dark midnight 
hour with her. No, there is one little lamp left burn- 
ing, to dii&pate the gloom, to prevent defpair — the fa- 
crcd flame of virtuous friendfhip. No, the fun of 
righteoufnefs is hading . to the brightnef^ of his arif* 
ing. The name after all was propitious and pro- 
phetic ; God brings it about in his own way, and it 
is " wondrous in our eyes.*' 

The continuation of this dory will carry us on to 
the contemplation of fcenes of rural fimplicity, for the 
enjoyment of , which, grandeur might well relinquilh ^ 

. its pride, and pomp its vanity and vexation of fpirit, 
and rejoice in the exchange. Let us meanwhile 
paufe and reflefk on the hidory of Naomi as adminif- 
tering ufeful indrudion. 

id. As an admonition nev^r to defpair. God fre- 
quently brings his people to tliat mournful fpeftacle, 
hope expiring, that he may have the undivided hon- 
our of reviving it again, and may be acknowledged as 
the one pure and perennial fountaia of light and life 
and joy. The condition of Jacob, of Jofeph, of Na- 
. omi, all preach one and the fame doftrine ; all pro- 
claim that the time of man's e:0^remity is God's oppor- 
tunity. 

adJy. Let us call, let us reckon nothing mean or 
contemptible which God employs, or may be pleafed 
to employ, in his fervice. • The notice of the King of 
kings imprcffes dignity and importance, confers true 
nobility pn the low-born child, the beggar, *t he out- 
cl$, the ilave. On them all he has damped his own 
image ; and their prefcnt and every future condition 

is 
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u the work of his providence. ** It is not the will of 
your Father in heaven that one of thcie little ones 
Ihould perilh :'* and if dellined to falvaiion, to what . 
worldly diftinftion may they not afpire, may they not 
arrive ? Carefully mark the progrefs of children : 
ftudy the bent of their difpofitions, of their talents : 
endeavour to put them in the train which nature and 
Providence feem to have pointed out : attend to what 
conftitutes their real confequence in life, and leave the 
iffue to Him who governs all events. 

3dly. Obferve how the great Ruler of the uni- 
verie contrails and connefts great things with fmall, 
that he may humble the pride of man, and expofe the 
nothingnefs of the glory of this world. That forlorn 
gleaner, and Boaz the wealthy ; the exile from Moab, 
and the refident poiTeffor of the fertile plains of Beth- 
lehem-Judah, feem wonderfully remote from each oth- 
er. Their condition is as oppofite as human life can 
well prefent : but in the eye of Heaven they are al- 
ready one. She is but a fmgle ilep from being lady 
of the harveft which (he gleans, *' an help meet** for 
its lord, and the fovereign miitrefs of tbofe fervants 
at whofe afped fhe now trembles, the meaneft of 
whom (he now looks up to as her fupcrior. Child^ 
lefs and a widow, her family, her own children are 
but three fteps from a throne — the throne of Judah 
and Ifrael ; and in the purpdfe of the Eternal, " the 
fulnefs of time** is haftening to exhibit to an aftonifh- 
cd wgrld, in the perfon of this woman's feed, *' that 
Prince of peace, of the increafe of whofe government 
and peace there fliall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to ef- 
tablifli it with judgment and with juftice^ from hence- 
forth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hofts 
will perform this/* The period is approaching, men 
and brethren, when Bethlehem- Judah (hall di'fplay 
greater wonders, contrafts more confounding than 

thefe. 
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thefe. The time is at hand, ^en another forlorn 
damfel of the fame race, and her outcaft babe fliall 
appear in contraft with all that is ftupendous, ftriking, 
formidable, venerable in heaven and earth, fhall rif6 
above all, give laws to all, ecHpfe all. Behold that 
*' babe lying in a manger, in a ftaWe, becaiifc there iz 
no room for him in the inn,'* controlling the counfds 
of Auguftus, the mighty matter of the world ; behold 
him drawing princes and wife men from the caft, 
with treafures of gold, and frankincenfe and myrrh^ 
to his feet. Behold the face of heaven irradiated, en- 
riched with a new ftar, to mark the way which led to 
his cradle : while a multitude of the heavenly hoft 
announce in rapturous ftrains the birth of the lowly 
infant. Behold ** a man of forrows and acquainted 
with grief,** " of no reputation ;*' " in the form of a 
fervant ;** " numbered with tranfgreflbrs ;" ^' obe- 
dient to death, even the death of the crofs.** Behold 
him *^ highly exalted ;'* ** leading captivity captive ;** 
** all the angels of God worlhipping him ;** invefted 
with *' a name that is above every name ;'* *' crown- 
ed with glory and honour ;" ** coming in the clouds 
of heaven !** To him let my knee bow, and my tongue 
'confefs. '* His name .fliall endure forever : his name 
Ihall be continued as long as the fun : and men (hall 
be blefTed in him : all nations fhall call him blcffed. 
Bleffed be the Lord God, the God of Ifrael, who only 
doth wondrous things. And bleffed be his glorious 
name forever : and let the whole earth be filled with 
his glory. Amen and amen.*** 

4thly. In the adoption of Ruth into the church of 
God, and " the commonwealth of Ifrael,** we have 
another dawning ray of hope arifing upon the Gen- 
-tile nations. The tide is beginning imperceptibly to 
life and fvvell, which fhall at length become an over- 
flowing ocean. " In that feed fhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleffed.*' That ftranger fhall be employ- 
ed 

* PCI. IxJtii. 17 — 19. 
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ed in bringing forward the mighty plan to maturity. 
** Ethiopia fhall ftrctch out her hands to Ggd/^ 
** They fhall come from the eaft arid from the weft, and 
fliall i\t down with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of Jbteavcn.'* Verily Cod is no refpe&er of 
perlons. 
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LECTURE X 



RUTH U. I -l. 

And Naomi had a kin/man of her hufbatuTsj a mighty man 
of wealthy of the family of Elimelech ; and his name 
was Boaz. And Ruth the Moahitefs faid unto Na- 
omi. Let me now go to thejleld^ and glean ears of com 
after him in whofe fight Ifhall find grace. And fhe 
faid unto her^ Goj my daughter* And fhe went^ and 
camcy and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and 
her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

JtROVIDENCE has gracioufly annexed to honeft 
induftry, both refpedlability and happinefs. The 
pureft and moft delicious enjoyment that human life 
admits of, perhaps, is, when a man fits down with 
thofe whom he loves, to the temperate indulgence of 
that refrefliment and repofe which he has juft earned 
and fwectcned with his labour. The greateft, and 
wifeft, and bed of men, are ever prefentcd to us, as 
engaged in virtuous employment and exertion; as 
deriving health, fubfiftence, reputation and comfort 
from the exercife, not the .inadivity of their bodily 
and mental powers : and happily, the fcenes in which 
every man is converfant, feem to him the moft inter- 
efting of all, his own ftation the moft eminent or ufe- 

ful. 
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ful, his own purfuits the moft important. Hence a 
certain degree of felf-complacency, of felf-fatisfaSion 
pervades the whole ; every one is a&ing in his own 
fphere ; while infinite wifdom binds all together by 
invifible or unnoticed bands, and the various mem- 
bers, without knowledge or defign, co-operate for the 
co^unon benefit, and fulfil the great defign^ of 
Heaven. 

Idlenefs is not more difhonourable, than it is inimic- 
al to real felicity- The fluggard at once defeats the 
purpofe of his Maker, and deflroys his own peace : 
and what was denounced againft man as a punifhment, 
** In the fweat of thy face Ihalt thou eat bread," like 
every other punilhment that comes from above, is 
converted into a bleiling ; and, as in every other cafe, 
the great God is jufl and merciful at once ; jufl, in 
impofmg on the fallen creature the neceifity of la- 
bouring ; merciful, in rendering the fruit of it fo. 
fweet. 

But can the inhabitants of a great, commercial, 
poliihed city^ find either amufement or inftrudion in 
contemplating the rude and fimple manners of ancient 
times ^ in liflening to the hiflory of the inglorious 
toils of the hufbandman ; in tracing the operations of 
an art, the very terms of which they do not under- 
{land ; in obferving the mean employments of pover- 
ty and wretchednels which they only pity or defpife ? 
Whether they can derive amufement, or inftruSion, 
from fuch thingS as thefe, or not, may not courtly 
pride be admonifhed in behalf of the lowly, ruftic 
fons of want and induftry, in the words of two fweet 
fmging bards of our own country. 

" Let not ambition mock their ufeful toil. 
Their homely joys, and deftiny obfcure : 

Nor grandeur hear with a difdainful fmile. 
The fhort and fimple annak of the poor." 

Gray's Church-yard. 

** Nor 
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In luxury and eafe, in pomp and pHde^ 

Think thefe loft themes unworthy of your ea^/' 

Thomson's Spring. 

We hanre heard the artie& tale of Naomi^s woe,, and 
Ruth's attachment. We have accompanied the de^ 
ferted, widowed mother and daughter-in-law from 
Moab to Bethlehem- Judah, the city of their departed 
hufbands : but alas, all the reception they meet with^ 
is ftupid wondbr, filly curiofi^., or iniulting pity^. 
We hear of no kind contention to entertain the Aran* 
ger and fuccour the diftreft. The feafon of reaping^ 
was come ;• but for them no golden harveft waved in 
the wind, for them no mower was preparing hi^ 
fickle ; their poverty was but embittered by the fight 
of plenty difiFuled around : and the miferyof Naomi's 
fall is dreadfiflly aggravated, by the profperity which 
EHmelech's neareft relations were enjoying. 

Of thefe the mofl: diftinguiihed was Boaz, whom 
the facred hiftorian introduces to our acquaintance as ^ 
" a mighty man of wealth*" Riches, like every oth- 
er gift of God, become a bleffing or a curfe juflr ac- 
cording to the ufe that is made of them. Riches are 
a folid good, when they are received with thankfU- 
nefs, enjoyed with moderation, and employed in the 
fervice of God and of mankind ; but are perverted 
into a fore evil when they engender pride, and hardr 
en the heart, as is too generally the cafe, when they- 
purchafe fuel for the lufts, or are fabricated into a 
golden image, to become the unworthy* objed of ado- 
ration. Had Boaz been merely a man of wealth, he 
had not dcferved a place in thefe facred memoirs ; 
but though a rich man, he was not flothful in bufi- 
nefs ; he was a man of humanity, of intelligence, of 
difcretion, of affability : a man that feared the Lord, 
that did juftly, that loved misrcy. He was ennobled 
by qualities which great pofleflions cannot confer, 

and 
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and which do not, with fugitive treafures, fly away a& 
an eagle towards heaven. 

Behold the myftcrious diftribution of the gifts of 
Providence ! The family of one '* brother is waxen 
poor and fallen into decay ;" that of the other is 
fhining in fplendotir, affluence and renown. Hafty 
and partial views of the divine condud, are always 
puzzling and diftrefsful ; calm and comprehenfive 
inveftigation, will ever lead to compofure and acqui- 
^cence. 

What muft thefe helplefs women do for daily 
. bread ? They fit negledled and forlorn ; but defpond* 
ency will only increafe the calamity. Neceffity fug- 
gefts many expedients. While health, virtue and 
&iendfhip remain, all is- not loft ; and Heaven fre- 
quently permits the current of human felicity to 
Ipend itfelf to the very loweft ebb, that its own hand 
may be acknowledged in the means which caufed the 
flood to rife and fwell again* 

The propofal of Ruth, to her mother-in-law, dif- 
covers in every point of view, a noble and ingenuous 
fpirit, and an excellent heark She will do nothing 
without the confent and advice of the venerable mat- 
ron who was become father and mother, country, 
friends and every thing to her. Begging is the laft 
miferable refuge of age or infirmity, of difeafe or 
lloth ; ihe fcorns to think of recurring to it, while 
fhe has youth, health and ftrength to labour, and 
while there was a field of lawful employment. An 
ordinary mind in her fituation would have vented it- 
felf in unavailing womanifh lamentations ; perhaps in 
unkind upbraidings of the ancient woman as the caufe 
of all the diftrefs which (he endured ; would have 
been for difpntching Naomi up and down aiqong her 
weahhy relations and towns-folks, to folicit protedion 
and fubfiftence* No, it is more honourable in her 
eyes to earn food by her own labour ; fhe conceals 
the anguifh which wrung her own heart, for fear of 
adding aillidion to the afflifted. The feafon of the 

year 
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year was favourable ; " and happily the law of that God, 
whom fhe had deliberately taken for her God, had 
made provifion for perfons in her deftitute concUtion* 

The fame bounty which poured "the abundance of 
autumn into the lap of the mighty, had referved a 
pittance for the fupport of the famiflied and friendlefs* 
How the mercy of Jehovah burfts upon us in every 
difpenfation and in every event ! in wifdom he hasr 
permitted diftindions ot rank and fortune to take 
place ; in compaffion he has taken care to make pro- 
vifion for the wants of the neceflitous. So that while 
Induftry and pity remain, no one is reduced to abib- 
lute delpair. 

It is with pleafure we recur to the words of the law^ 
and trace that God who " careth for oxen," much 
more folicitous about the fupport and confolation of 
the miferable part of the rational creation. *' And 
when ye reap the harveft of your land, thou (halt hot 
wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither (halt thou 
gather the gleanings of thy harveft. And thou (halt 
not glean thy vineyard, neither (halt thou gather ev- 
ery grape of thy vineyard ; thou (halt leave them for 
the poor and ftranger : I am the Lord your God."* 
And again, ** When ye reap the harveft of your land, 
thou (halt not make clean riddance of the corners of 
thy field when thou reapeft, neither (halt thou gather 
any gleaning of thy harveft ; thou (halt leave them 
unto the poor and to the ftranger : I am the Lord 
your God."t And again, in recapitulating the law 
in Deuteronomy, ** When thou cutteft down thine 
harveft in thy field, ancl haft forgot a (heaf in the 
field, thou (halt not go again to fetch it : it (hall be 
for the ftranger, for the fatherlefs, and for the widow : 
that the Lord thy God may blefs thee in'the work of 
thine hands. When thou beateft thine olive-tree, thou 
fiialt not go over the boughs again : it (hall be for the 
ftranger, for the fatherlefs, and for the widow. When 
thou gathereft the grapes of thy vineyard, thou (halt 

not 
* LcT. xix. 9, 10* t Lev. xxiii. 22. 
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not glean it afterward : it (hall be for the ftranger, for 
the fatherlefs, and for the widow. And thou (halt 
remember that thou waft a bond-man in the land 
of Egypt : therefore I command thee to do this 
thing/'* 

In this law, feveral remarkable circumftancds, tend- 
ihg to illuftrate the law of nature in general, and the 
fpirit of the Molaic difpenfation in particular, prefs 
tneihfelvfes upon our notice. 

I ft. Th6 confideration and recolledion of their 
own and their fathers' mifery in Egypt are urged as 
the powerful motive to pity, to fpare and to fuccotir. * 
** A Syrian readv to perifh" on the road to Padan- 
aram " was my rather." " A generation of flaves in 
Egypt were my progenitors, let me therefore commif- 
erate, and receive, and cherifh, the forlorn traveller ; 
let me treat my own captive, bond-man, dependant, 
with gentlenefs, and humanity." Who gives chari- 
ty ? Not unfeeling wealth, nor giddy diflipation ; but 
the man who has known want, who once ftood in 
need of a friend, who has been himfelf fuccoured in 
the hour of calamity. Who is it that relents and for- 
gives? Not cold-blooded, meritlefs, conftitutional vir- 
tue ; but reftored, recovered frailty ; goodnefs which 
arofe the purer and the ftronger from having fallen. 
Who is liberal and generous ? Not the nobly born, 
the unvaryingly profperous, but magnanimity nurfed 
on the breaft of adverfity ; the prince whom native 
worth, whom confcious dignity, whom the experience 
of human woe have taught to devife liberal things, to 
do good, and to communicate. But is hereditary 
greatnefs, unvarying opulence, unhumbled, unmorti- 
fied fuccefs, always cold, felfifh, unfeeling ? God for- 
bid. High birth, lineal honours, the accumulating 
wealth of many generations, fometimes put o(h their 
moft beautiful garments, borrow luftre from conde- 
fcenfion, fympathy and beneficence. Is fflccefsful ad- 
verfity, illuminated obfcurity, aggrandized littlenefs. 
Vol. VI. I always 

♦ Dcttt. xxiv. 19 — 22. 
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always merciful, condefcending, generous, and hu« 
mane? OVno: the poor wretch frequently forgets 
himfelf ; condemns the arts by which hearofe, fpurns 
the ladder on which he climbed to- eminence and dif- 
tin&ion, and tries to make his upftart greatnefs bear 
a mimic refemblance to antique dignity, by aping 

, the viler, not the nobler qualities of traditional im- 
portance* 

Again, adiy. Obferve, the law inculcates pity to 
the poor and wretched by the moft glorious of all ex- 
amples. ^' I am the Lord, who had compaf&on upon 

. yo^ in your mifery, who delivered you f-om the fur- 

face, who drove out the nations from before you, who 
lanted you in the land, who filt thy garner, and make 
thy wine-prefs to overflow j and who only alk, in re- 
turn,, a mite or two, for the fons and daughters of af- 
flidion, thefe few ears which thy hafte has let fall to 
the ground, that fheaf which has accidentally dropped 
from thy car ; that little corner of thy field which the 
fickle has fpared, and which that ftarving creature, by 
nature thy eqiial, by providence thy inferior. Is wait- 
ing to pick up and devour. He is an objeft of tender- 
nds and afie&ion to m^, fee therefore that thou neg- 
lect him not, that thou defraud him not, that thou 
diftrefs him not.*' . . 

3dly. The law plainly fuppofes that there may be 
an over anxiety and folicitude about things in their ovnx 
nature lawful and innocent ; which it therefore aims 
at reprefling : it fuppofes tliat there may be an eager- 
nefs of accumulation which defeats itfelf, a ftattering 
abroad that produces increafe, a withholding of more 
than is meet, and it tendeth only to poverty ; that dif- 
fufing, not hoarding up abimdance, is the proper ufe 
of it. 

4thl)^ The law had a double objeft in view, the 
improvement of the affluent, and the relief of the poor. 
It thus became a mutual benefit, the one was blefled 
in giving, the other in receiving. The greater bleff- 
ednefs however on the fide of the ^iver, as the blefl^ 

ednefs 
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ednefs of the Creator is fuperior to that of the ctea* 
ture. It is as much an ordination of Providence, that 
** the poor fhould never ceafe out of the land/^' as that 
" the earth fliould yield her Increafe,** and the fphcres 
perform their dated revolutions : and while they do 
cxift, the great Lord and Preferver of all things, is 
concerned to make fuitable provifion fot them. The 
rich are his ftewards, and their ftorekeepers : he that 
gleans his Own field to the laft ear, is a thief and a 
robber as much as he who plunders his neighbour's 
granary j he robs God, he plunders the needy and 
the deilitute, he does what he can to fubyert the divine 
government^ he would make the law of charit^ and 
mercy of none efFeft, he bars his own plea for pardon 
at a throne of grace, he mars the poffeflion of all he 
has, he cankers his own enjoyment, and affixes his 
feal to his own condemnation. 

5thly. The law particularly defcribeJ the objefts 
which it meant to relieve, *' the ftranger, the father- 
lefs, and the widow.** Unhappy Ruth ! her title to 
the wretched offal froitx the hand of the reaper was 
but too well eftabliihed. She united in her (iwn per- 
fon all thefe charaders of woe. Her melancholy claim 
tQ pity and fupport was fearfully multiplied, and a 
three-told burden preffes her down to the ground : 
neverthelefs (he entreats, as a boon, what fhe might 
^ have demanded, and taken, as a right. 

Her truft in, and fubmiffion to the diredkion of 
' Frovidente fwcedy accord with her filial affedion and 
. tendernefc, and her noble independency of fpirit ; fhe 
is determined to htbour, fhe dildains not to employ the 
neceffary means for fupplying herfelf and aged parent 
with food, but fhe leaves the direction of her footftepal 
to High Heaven ; fhe is in the way of her duty, and 
depofits all anxiety about the ifTue in the bofom of her * 
heavenly Father. What a happy mixture of forti- 
tude and refignation ! It cannot but profper. 

Having obtained the confent of her mother, who 

perhaps might- have a prefentiment of what was afk 
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preaching, behold her up with the dawn, peniivc, 
timorous and flow, advancing to the fields ; the 
country all before her, where to choofe her place of 
toil, and Providence her guide ; with the downcaft 
look of ingenuous modefly ; the timidity which four 
misfortune infpircs ; the firm ftep of confcious redi- 
tudc, and the flufhed cheek of kindling hope. By 
fome namelefs, unaccountable circumftance, Heaven- 
direfted, (he unknowingly bends her courfe to the 
field and reapers of fioaz. She has done her part, 
has made the facrifices which confcience and affeftion 
demanded, has fubmitted cheerfully to the hardfliips 
which neccflity impofed, has put herfelf in the way of 
relief which her fituation pointed out. God i& good, 
and takes all the reft upon himfelf. He, who ordered 
her flight to Canaan at thetimtf of barley-harveft,wheii 
nature, and Providence, and the law concurred to 
find her fubfiftence, orders her patl^ to that field, where 
every thing, without the knowledge of the parties con- 
cerned, was prepared and arranged for the high fcenes 
now ready to be afted. 

The order of human procedure generally is from 
blaze to fmoke, from noife and buftle to nothing, 
from mighty preparation, to feeblenefs of execution. 
The divine condud, on the contrary, is a glorious rife 
from obfcurity into light, from " fmall beginnings 
to a latter end greatly increafed \^' from ^* the mouth 
of babes and lucklings he ordaineth ftrength,*' and 
by a concurrence of circumftances which no human 
fagacity could forefee, and no human power could ei- 
ther bring together or keep afundcr, .raifes a neglefted 
gleaner in the field into the lady of the domain, and 
a fugitive of Moab into a mother in Ifrael ; a mother 
of kings, whofe name ftiall never expire but with the 
diflfolution of nature. 

• At this period of the ftory, let us paufe, and med- 
itate 

— On the power which regulates and controls all 
the aflfairs of men, who has all hearts, all events in 

his 
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his hand, who ** poureth contempt upon princes, and 
bringeth to nought the wifdom of the prudent ;*' 
who *' raifeth up the poor out of the duft, and lifteth 
up the needy out of the dunghill, that he may fet 
liim with princes, even with the princes of his peo- 
ple ; he maketh the barren woman to keep houfe, 
and to be a joyfu! mother of children/' Is there a 
God who " doth according to his will in the ar- 
mies of heaven, and among the mhabitants of the 
-earth ?'* then let me never '' be high-minded, but 
fear" always before him, for I am never out of his 
reach, never concealed from his eye, never flieltered 
from his juftice. Is there a God who judgeth in the 
earth, in whom the fatherlefs findeth mercy, to whom 
the miferable never look, never cry in vain ? then 
let me never fink into <iefpair. I am not too humble 
for his notice, my difeafe is not beyond his Ikill to 
cure, my wants are not too numerous for his fupplies, 
nor my tranfgreffions beyond th^ multitude of his 
tender mercies. Doth not He deck the lily, and feed 
the raven ? a fparrow rifeth not on the wing, falleth 
not to the ground, • without my heavenly Father. 
^' Hitherto hath the Lord helped,*' and " his hand is 
not fliortened,. nor his ear heavy, nor his bowels of 
compaflion reftrained." 

Meditate again, on what ground you have encour- 
agement to a{k and to expeft the divine proteftion 
and favour^ Have you given up all for God ? Have 
you good hope through grace that you are reconciled to 
God through the blood of his Son ? Have you a good 
confcience toward God that you are in the proper ufe 
of appointed means ? Can you look up with confidence 
^nd fay, " Lord, thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft 
I have not folded my hands to fleep, have not fat down 
in fuUen difcontent, have not charged thee fooliflily, 
have not fled to unjuftifiable methods of relief. I have 
not impioufly ftrivca with my Maker, nor prefumptu- 
oufly expeflied a miracle to be wrought in my behalf. 
I have in much weaknefs, but in trembling hope, en- 
deavoured 



deavoured to do my duty ; ud I now, Lord, caflt all 
my care, call my burden upon thee." Look into th^ 
hiftory of divine interpofitioiu. Were they in com- 
pliment to the peevifb and capricious, wer? they es^- 
torted by the loud lamentations or the fecret murmur-^ 
ings of infolence and ingratitude ? were they the pil- 
lows fmoothed by the hand of weak indulgence for tho 
drowfy head of floth ^nd indifference to repofe on ? 
No, but i^hey were the feafonable cordial of parental 
^ffe&ion to a fainting child ; the reward which wifdom 
and goodnefs bellow on diligence and perfeverance } 
the indifToluble union which God has eftablilhed be- 
tween human exertion and divine co-operation ; they 
were the recompeiife of labour and yigilapce, (he anr 
fwer of prayer. 

Meditate yet again^ on the true dignity of human 
nature, on the true glory of man and of woman alfo ;— -. 
honefl, ufeful employment. It is not idle, luxurious 
enjoyment, it is not to do nothing, to be eternally 
waited upon, and miniflcred unto, to grow to^-pid by 
inadion, to flumber a^£(y life in ^ lethargic dr^am, and 
to lofe the powers of the foul and body by difufe } but 
to preferve and promote health by moderate exercife, 
to earn cheerfulnefs and felf-approbation,* by the fweet 
confcioufnefs that you are not living wholly in vain^ 
and to rife into importance by being fomewhat ufeful 
to your fellow-creatures. In the eye of fober, unbiaf- 
fed reafon, whether of the two is the more pleafmg, 
the more refpe£lable fight 5 and which is, in her own 
mind, the happier of the two, Ruth laden with the 
ears of corn wiiich ihe has toiled to gather, hailening 
home to the hut of obfcurity, to adminifter food and 
comfort to old age ai^d' forrow ; or a modern belle, if- 
fuing forth under a load of uneafy finery, to imaginary 
triumphs, and certain difappointment ? Whp S^p$ 
founded at night, and who awakes and arifes in the 
bed health and fprit^ next day ? I exped dmH an 
anfwen 



Lect. X. Hiflery of Ruth. 135 

The thing fpeaks for itfelf ; and I have purpofely 
forborne to ftate the cafe fo ftrongly as I might have 
done. The virtuous damfel has^ in part^ received her 
reward, but a greater and better is preparing for hen 
The mother and daughter have been arranging their 
little matters with dScretion ; and the great God has 
been- preparing his agents, putting his armies in 
motion ; all is made ready, is made to meet, is made 
to work together, is ma4e to profper, by Him who fees 
the perfeft man in the embryo, the end from the be- 
ginning, the eflFeft in its primary caufe, the eternal 
chain in every feries, and in all its extent* 
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RUTH 11. 4. 

And behold^ Boaz came from Bcth-lehem^ a^ifaid tmt9 
the reapers. The Lord be i^Uh you : and tb£y anfwend 
him. The Lord blefs thee^ 

A HE fliort and fimple fehtence which I have read, 
might be made the fvibjed of a volume. I intend to 
malie it at lead the fubjed of a Ledure, and entreat 
your patient attention to a few of the obvious, but 
neither uninterefting nor unimportant views which 
it exhibits, of life and n^auners, qf morals and re^ 
ligion. 

Men of different charaders, from various mfl|ives, 
^nd for various purpofes, might be fupppfed ta| af* 
fume the plain, unadorned hiftory of the barley-har^ 
veft of Boaz, as an ufeful and inftrudive topic of adn 
drefs, and, according to the fpirit by which they wye 
aduated, and the end which they had in view, mjgnt 
reafon upon it in this manner. 

I. The prudent, careful man, would build upon it 
a fyftem of attention, dijigence and economy. " Be- 
hold," would he fay, '^Behold Boaz, the wealthy and 
the wife, in his field, among his feryant$, feeing eve- 
ry thing with his own eyes, giving his orders in per- 
fon, taking care that every one be in his own place, 
apd performing his particular duty. The air and 
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e^ierdfe conneftdf'^wifli the operations of hulbandry, 
are conducive to health, to comfort ; they proinote 
his intereft ; they enliven his fpirits^ moderate la- 
bour makes reft welcome. See, his prefence is a 
check upon idlenefs, upon carelefsnefs, upon difcord ; 
it calls forth induftry, it creates honeft emulation ; 
it reconciles the pe^fant to his toil, to fee the mafter 
participating in it. He has brought himfelf down to 
the level of the poor labourer, ^ho f^ems to haye 
rifen in proportion. See, nothing efcgp^s his notice, 
not even a wretched gleaner behind the reapers ; he 
muft be informed of every thing \ tp the minuteft cir- 
cumftance he will judge for himfelf. 

" Young man, fet out in life, and conduft your 
pvogrefs, oaiuch a principle, on fiich a model as this. 
Xt is the certain road to affluence, to refpeftability : 
you are therd^y at once ferving yoqrfi^lf, your depend*- 
ants, and your country, Wha^tever be thy ftation, 
whatever thy employment, let thy heart be in it j let 
thy time and thy attention be devoted to it, ^^ Be 
thou diligent to know the Jiate of thy flocks ^ and look well to 
thy herds J* " Be notflothful in huftnefs. Let every thing 
be done in its feafon ; let every thing be done decently 
and in order**' ^' The hfind of the diligent niaketh rich*'* 
*' Seefl thou a man diligent in his bu/in^s ? Hejhallfland 
before kings ; hejhall notftand before mean men'* 

"To thefe might be added innumerable admonitions 
and arguments, drawn from fcripture, from reafon, 
from hiftory, from experience, all tending to demon- 
ftrate the wifdom, the utility, the neceflity of doing 
what thy hand findeth to do, with thy might ; and 
to prove the folly, the danger, the mifery of floth 
and inattention. But example is beyond all pre- 
cept. Survey yonder field j from Ruth up to Bo- 
a? ; all are bufy, all are pleafed and cheerful, all 
are happy. Be inftru&ed, my fon, by the profpect ; 
and learn that God, and nature, and reafon, have in-, 
feparably conneftcd induftry and felicity ; have made 
l)pdily health and inward peace, profperity and import- 
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ance to flow from virtuous, temperate exertion, as thd 
ftream from its fource.** 

II. The moralift would take up the fubjeft in a 
point of view fomewhat different. " Obferve" would 
he fay '' the reciprocal duties arifmg out of the mutu- 
al relations of human life. We' have them here 
beautifully exemplified in the relation of matter 
aftd fervant. Befides the more obvious obligations 
of juftice, on the one, in faithfully performing the 
ftipulated labour ; on the other, in punSually be* 
flowing the promifed wages of the hireling, be- 
hold the tacit obligations of mutual affeftiori and 
benevolence. Obligations founded not indeed upon 
a written law, but interwoven with the conftitution 
and frame of our nature, and which the man who 
feels not, acknowledges not, the man ^ho nededft 
or violates, let his adherence to the letter of the 
law be ever fo clofe jmd exad, is a traitor to God 
and fociety. Nay, he is a traitor to himfelf, by cut- 
ting off one of the pureft fources of his own enjoyment, 
arid at the fame time depriving mankind of one of 
their jufteft claims. 

** Boaz and his reapers meet with mutual cordiality. 
They give and receive the falutation of peace. He ac- 
cofts them as a father would his children, not as a 
talk-maller would the miferable drudges fubjeded to 
his authority. They addrefs him with the kindly and 
humble femiliarity of fons, not the diftant timidity of 
Haves trembling for fear of the rod. They exad the 
price of their fervice as a debt ; but they receive the 
gentle language and fmiles of their employer as a fa- 
vour. He ^pefts them to be honeft and diligent, for 
confcience fake; but contentment with their condi- 
tion, and good-will to him, he thankfully recdves-, as 
an unconditioned, extraordinary effort to promote his 
intereft. 

^' Suppofe, for ^ moment, the temper and cfaarader 

' of both changed ; and the force of the example will 

be more clearly underftood, and more powerfully felt, 

m Without 
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"Without fiippoimg any one precept of moraKty, or 
didate of religion infringed, what a different afpe6b 
would the field of Boaz wear I Lo, where cornea the 
furly, (lately, felf-important lord of the manor, furvey- 
ing in th^ pride of bis heart, his increafmg (lore, look* 
ing down on th^ humble, hardy fons of toil, as mere 
beafts of burden, defigned to miniiler to his conveni* 
ency. He vouchfafes them never a word, ei^cept per*> 
haps to complain, to threaten, or to upbraid : and 
then, in fullen filence and (late, retires again* The 
inlulted labourers on the other hand, regard him with 
terror or difgud. The focial compad is diffblved be* 
tween them. No eye welcomed hk approach with a 
frnile, no whifper of gratulation conveyed his name 
from ear to ear, no tongue pronovpic^d ^^ God ble/s 
him/* The half-fmothcred execration purfued his 
withdrawing fteps, and he well deferved it. 

** What thinkefl thou, my young friend, of the pic- 
ture ? Learn from it, that to doing judly, there mud 
be added loving mercy, and walking humbly. Learn^ 
that the duties and felicities of human life confid in 
numberlefs, namelefs, unde(inable little o(Eces, which 
every one may learn without a teacher, and which 
every one may, if he will, perform. All have it not' 
jn their power to fupply the poor, to heal the fick, tp 
fuccour the didre(red, Opportunity does not every 
day offer, nor ability permit to confer material, e(ren- 
tial benefits ; but it is in the power of all to exprefs 
fympathy, to breathe a kind wilh. Opportunities eve* 
ry hour, every moment prefi^t themfelves, and abil* 
ity never fails of looking ple^fantly, of fpeaking gent* 
ly and affedion^tely. And he is a wretch indeed who 
knows that the unbending of an eyebrow, the utter* 
ance of a fyllable or two, the alteration of half a tone 
of his voice, the fimple extenfion of his hand would 
in a moment relieve a heart overwhelmed with forrow, 
wrung with anguiih, and yet cruelly withholds fo flen* 
der, fo eafy, £0 cheap a confplation. 

^* Young 
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*^ Young man, if it be thy misfortune to have to 
ftruggle with a harfti, ungainly, unbending difpofition, 
the Iboner you fet out in queft of viftory the better. 
Remember that thy own comfort is involved, be- 
yond the power of reparation, with that of thy fellow- 
treatures* Take care that the manner of (hewing mer- 
cy, or of conferring obligatioji mar not the matter 
of the benefit. The man who refufes ^racionjly^ im» 
preffes on the heart a more favourable idpa of himfelf, 
than he vihogrants with harfhnefs, infolence or pride. 
True goodnefs confiders, together with what is written 
on tables of Hone, what is engraven on the living tables 
of the hearty and from the heart, communicates itfelf to 
the forehead, the eyes, the lips, the hand j jmpreffing 
on the whole the law of kindnefs.** 

III. The philofopher will caft his eyes along the 
group fcattered over the plains adjoining to Bethlehem- 
Judah) and will refled in a different manner ; perhaps 
thus. *' What an endlefs variety do I obferve in the 
ways and works of the great Creator and Ruler of 
the univerfe ! Blended with that variety, what mutual 
relation and dependence ! The head, the handS) the 
feet J the parts which are more noble, and thofe which 
are more difhonourable, forming one regular, harmo- 
nious body where there is notjiing redundant, noth- 
ing deficient. Every thing has its ufe, every thing 
has its end. Shade imperceptibly foftens into flij^de ; 
light imperceptibly brightens into light. The tranfi- 
tions are fo fweet and gradual, that the eye is never 
offended, nor overwhelmed. It is the fame thing in 
the body focial and politic. Every one ftands in need 
of another, The prince and the peafant meet in a 
certain point. How many things have they in com- 
mon ! How many things to intereft and attrafl: each 
other ! 

" Look but to that field. The perfons are few \ 
alid the conditions much fewer. But even there I fee 
the order, the fubordination which Providence has 
cftablifhed through the whole extent of the yaft uni- 
verfe. 
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Terfe. There walks the dignified, refpeftable propri- 
etor of the land, who can trace his title to poiTelfion 
through many generations; exulting in hereditary 
wealth and honours, without arrpgance, vanity or in- 
fenfibility. Boaz, a prince in his tribe^ but a plain 
man, who knows that he derives his fubfiftence from 
the bofom of the earth, who difdains not to mingle 
with his menial fervants, to fit down to a participation 
of their homely fare, to dip his morfel in the fame vin- 
egar, and to lie down to fleep all night in the thre(h- 
ing-floor. 

" There the fervant who is fet over the reapers ftira 
from ridge to ridge, from company to <;dmpany, the 
bond of union between the matter and the labourers. 
Behold him as the trufted humble friend of Boaz, re- 
paying confidence with fidelity j praifing the induf- 
trious, encouraging the faint, chiding the carelefs, 
ftimulating the flow. As the fympatWzing friend of 
his lefs favoured fellow-fervants, recolleding how lately 
he emerged from the fame obfcurity and fubjeftion, ex- 
Gufing the frailty of nature, covering the faults of 
thoughtlefsnefs, adminiftering reproof and chaftifement 
with lenity and moderation, beftowing commendation 
with cheerfulnefs and cordiality. 

** As we defcend, a new ftation, a new charafter 
rifes into view, the glory and the ftrength of every 
land under heaven, the poor, the honeft, the manly, 
the virtuous, the ufeful, the important part of the 
community. Not they who haiidle the harp and the 
organ^ but they who put their hands to the plough and 
the fickle. There they toil, there they fweat, there 
they fing ; there they beguile the fatigues of the day 
in innocent mirth, and untutored, artlefs, guilelefs, 
unmalignant converfation ; and purchafe and fweeten 
the repofe of the night, with unoppreflive induftry, 
with friendly communication, and pious, unafpiring 
fubmifiion to the pains, the privations, the neceffities 
of their lowly eftate. 

« Thefe 
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*< Thefe Cbhftitute the numerous, the great and 
good clafs of our fellow-creatures ; who fhine in the 
eye of reafon, of patriotifni, of philofof)hy, of religion. 
They ftand not forth the prominent figures in the 
piece, but their number, their equality, fheir want of 
charafteriftic diftin&ion, confer upon them the great- 
er value. 

•* But ah, theri^is befteath them^ a fubordinate rank, 
which awakens all that is human in us. They have 
health and ftrength and will to labour ; their reward 
is fure ; they fupport the heat and toil of the day, 
with the fweet affurance that the thickening fhades, 
that the twetfth hour will bring with them, the pay- 
ment of their hire, the means of fubfiftence, of domef- 
tic joy, of regulated gratification. But look into the 
back-ground of the piece, and obferve that female, that 
ftranger, that orphan, and her a widow ; to work un* 
able, to beg afhamed. She has feen better days. 
Time was, the wind of heaven was not permitted to vif 
it her face too roughly ; (he was waited upon, and min* 
iftered unto ; now fhe is become thefcorn of clowns ; 
or lower Jiillj their pity* Where is the lownefs of con- 
dition, froth whence it is not poilible ftili to fall ! Be 
what thou wilt, O man, there are fome lookiilg up to 
thee with envy and defire : be what thou wilt, there 
18 ftill caufe to fay, " Gody I thank thee I am not at 
ether men* 

** But obferve, my young friend,'* continue? our 
philofophical monitor, " all thefe gradations, and infi- 
nitely more than cjm be pointed out, are links in the 
great chain of human exiftence ; tear one afunder, 
and the concuflion is felt through the whole. The 
gleaner, the reaper, the overfeer, the mafter of the 
houfehold are fo many fucceffive fteps in the fame 
fcale ; the moft diftant not very remote ; the nearer 
hardly diftinguifhable ; all are reduced to the fame lev- 
el before Him, who fays to Gabriel, Go, and he goeth, 
and to the fparrow hovering on the wing. Fall to the 
ground, and inftantly he drops. And again, young man 

void 
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void of undcrftanding, obferve,and obferve it well, and 
lay it up in thine heart, how near the extremes of hu- 
man condition are to one another ! the gleaner after the 
reapers, is but a ftep or two from the poffeffion of the 
whole. Wait but a few days, and Ihe who is liable to 
be infulted, at bed pitied, (hall be, in her turn, caref- 
fed, flattered, fubmitted to : and learn, from the whole, 
the folly of being infolent, felf-c6n<;eited, or unkind, ' 
unfocial or uncomplying, when the fun of profperity 
fliineth upon thy tabernacle ; or of being difeontented, 
dejected, carelefs or mean, when the common ills of 
humanity overtake thee. That poor inflated creature, 
who like another Nebuchadnezzar talks in loud fwell- 
ingp^ords of vanity, of the great Babylon which he has 
builij 1 once knew a cringing minion, ready to lick the 
duft from the feet of the m'an whom he now flruts by 
as if he were a ftranger. That poor boy whom he dii- 
dains to fet with the dogs of his flock, is evidently ri- 
ilng into confequence, which is one day to eclipfe all 
the tawdry honours of upftart gentility, and felf-aflfum- 
cd importance. My fon, derive thy greatnefs from 
thyfelf, from wifdom, from virtue. Take care to 
adorn thy ftation, thy poiTefEons, by native goodnefs. 
Pitiable indeed is thy condition, if rank, or aflluence, 
or even talents, ferve only to render^thy folly or profli- 
gacy more confpicuous.^' 

IV. Once more, let me fuppofe a man of genuine 
piety contemplating the interefting fcene before us, 
and entering with wonder and delight into the plans 
of the Eternal Mind. His meditations will flow in flill 
a difierent channel, ht will view the fame objeft 
through ftill a difierent medium. " Bdiold,'* will he 
fay, *' I?ow fvi^eet is thefmell of afield ipbich Jehovah ' 
hath hlejfedl happy Boaz, rich in lands and in corn^ 
rich in manrfervantsand maid-fervants, rich in the du- 
tiful and afFeflJonate attachment of thy people, rich in 
thine own integrity and compofure of fpirit : but rich- 
er far in the favour'and approbation of the Almighty : 
the. ble/png^ of the Lord it makith rich^ and be addcih m 

forr(^::^ 
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forrow therewith. Happy family, thus dwelling, to- 
gether in unity ; where love is the governing princi- 
ple, where the fear of God fweetly expreffes itfelf in 
unfeigned benevolence to man ! How can that houfe 
but profper, where religion had eftablilhed her throne ? 
Look at that happy plain over which the bountiful 
hand of nature has fpread her rich exuberance. The 
Lord maketh that>fivealth. Behold the patriarchal maf- 
ter : the meanefl ilave he treats like a child : hearken^ 
the voice of peace and benedidion dwells on his lips, 
diftils like the dew. Behold the way to be loved and 
refpefted by inferiors. Be to them an enfample of pi- 
ety, of purity, of charity j bind them to you with 
cords of love ; fweet and faithful, cheerful and cffi* 
cient is the fervice of affeftion. Thefe men will 
yield obedience not for ^rath only^ but for confcience 
fake ; their heart is in their work ; they need no 
civerfeer ; they will neither be negligent nor difhon- 
eft : they know that the eye of God is continually up- 
on them; they know that the intereft of the mailer 
is their own. 

" How happily religion adapts its influence to every 
relation and conditiori of life ! How it guards the 
heart alike from foolijh pride and impious difcontenty at 
what bounty has beftowed, or wifdom denied ! How it 
humanizes, dignifies, exalts the foul ! How it en-* 
forces, extends and refines the maxims of worldly pru- 
dence! How it illuftrates, binds, and enlivens the 
precepts of morality ! How it amplifies, expands, reg- 
ulates, brightens the views of philofophy ; referring 
every thing to God, deriving all from him, carrying 
all back to him again ! O man, till thou hafl: founded 
thy domeftic economy in religion, thou haft not'bc- 
gun to keep houfe. ' Let thy poffeffions be ever fo 
fair, ever fo extenfive, they want their principal charm, 
their higheft excellence, till the bleiling of Heaven 
be afked and obtained. 

" Mark yet again, how a goodman^s footjieps are all 
§rdered (f the Lord. In all thy ways acknowledge him^ 

, and 
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and he Jhall direH thy paths. Boaz came forth with 
no farther view than to fee the progrefs ot his harveft, 
to falute his fervants, and to cheer their labour by hi» 
prefence and approving fmiles ; but lo. Providence 
has been preparing for him a more enlarged view, has 
enriched his field with a nobler portion than he had 
any apprehenfion of. Thy nJoays^ my King and my Godj 
thy ways are in thefea^ and th^ path trtthe deep waters ^ 
and thy judgments are tmfearcbable. The great God is 
working unfeen, unnoticed. He is preparing his in* 
ftruments at a diftance, arranging his agents in the 
dark. Unieen to, unknown by one another, without 
concert or defign, they come forth at the moment, 
they perform the part affigned them ; they fpeak and 
a& in perfed: unifon, they accomplifh the purpoie of 
the Eternal. Boaz and Ruth, behold them together 
in the field, remote as penury and fulnefs, as obfcuri- 
ty and celebrity, as dependence and being depended 
upon. Neverthelefs they meet, and Heaven from 
above, crowns the hallowed union with her olive." 

But might not the pious fpirit annez a caution to 
his exhortation on this fubjed. ** Beware of taking 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain : for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltlefs who taketh his name in vain. Holy 
and reverend is his name. Even in bleffing it is to be 
ufed folemnly, piouily, fparingly: who then ihall 
dare to employ it wantonly, needleisly, profenely, 
impiouHy, blafphemouily ? Who (hall prefume to 
abufe it, sin fwearing &Uely by it, or in imprecating a 
curfe under that dreadful fandion upon the head of 
his brother ? Avert, merciful Heaven, avert from my 
guilty, heavy«laden country, the heavy, the bitter 
curfe which this fin deferves ! O let not profane 
fwearing, let not wilful deliberate perjury, prove 
its ruin!" 

-ir-Thus have I endeavoured, by affuming feveral 
fuppofed characters, to give life and energy to the fim-* 
pie, rural fcene under confideration. It furnifhe^ 
copious matter of inflrudion to every teacher, and to 
Vol. VL X ' every 



146 Hijlory of Rutb. Lbct, XJL 

every clafs of mankind. The careful, prudent man. 
of the world ; the moralift ; the calm obferver ; ih^ 
pious inftruftor, are all here provided with ufeful top- 
ics of addrefs to their feveral pupils, according to their 
feveral views. The mafter and the fervant, the hire- 
ling and his employer, the rich and the poor, here 
meet together, and are together informed, by more 
than a code of la'Ws, by pljiin but ftriking example^ of 
their mutual relation and dependence, and of the du- 
ties which arife out of them, and of the comforts 
which flow from them. Happiriefs is here reprefented 
as built on the fure foundation of kind aflfeftion^, of 
ufeful induftry, of reciprocal good offices, and of the 
fear of the Lord.^ Where all thefe unite, that houfe 
muft ftand, that family muft profper. In proportion as^ 
all or any of them are wanting, a partial or total ruin 
muft enfue. Let the apoftolic injundions ferve prac* 
tically to enforce the fubjefl:.^ " Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your mafters according to the flefh, 
with fear and trembling, in fmglenefs of your hearty 
as unto Chrift ; not with eye-fervice, as men-pleafersj 
but as the fervants of Chrift, doing the will of God 
from the heart ;. with good will doing fervice, as to 
the Lord, and not to men : knowing that whatfoever 
good thing any man doeth, the fame flxall he receive 
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And ye 
mafters, do the fame things unto them, forbiearing 
threatening : knowing, that your mafter alfo is in heav- 
' en ; neither is there refpedt of perfons with him."* 
'— " Charge them that are rich in this world that they 
be not high-minded, nor truft in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God, who giveth us richly all things^ 
to enjoy ; that they do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to diftribute, willing to communi- 
cate ; laying up in ftore for themfelves a good foun- 
dation againft the time to come, that they may lay hold 
on eternal life.'^t " Hearken, my beloved brethren^ 
hath not God chofen the poor of this world, rich ia 

faith,. 
♦ Ephcf. vi. 5 — 9, f I Tim, yl 17 — 19. . 
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iaith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath prom- 
ifed to them that love him ?"• — " You yourlelves 
knoMT that thefe hands have miniftered unto my necef- 
fities, and to them that were with me. I have fliew- 
ed you all things, how that fo labouring ye ought to 
fupport the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jefus, how he faid. It is more^bleffed to give 
than to receive.**! ** Let him that ftole fteal no 
more : but rather let him labour, working with his 
hands the thing which is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth.** J 

• James ii. 5. f Adls xx. 34, 35. 

% Ephef. IT. 28. 
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LECTURE ;XIL 



RUTH U. 5 17. 

TI)en /aid Boaz unta bis fervant that was fet over the 
reapers y Whofe dam/el is this ? And the fervant that 
ivasfet over the reapers anfwered and faid^ It is the 
Moabitijh damfel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab : and Jhefaid^ I pray you let me glean 
and gather after the reapers among the Jheaves : fojbe 
came^ and hath continued even from the morning until 
nflsju\ thatjhe tarried a little in the houfe. Thenfaid 
" Boa::, unto Ruthy Hearefi thou not, my daughter ? Go 
^ hot to^lean in anotl^r field, neither go from hence, hut 
abide here fafiby my maidens. Let thine eyes he on the 
* feld that they do reap, and go thou after them : have I 
not charged the young men that they fhall not touch thee ? 
And ^tjjhen thou art athirfl, go unto the veffels, and drink 
of that which the young men have drawn. Then Jhe fell 
on her face ^ and bowed herfelfto the ground, and faid 
unto him. Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that 
thou Jhouldejt take knowledge rfm^, feeing I amaflran* 
ger ? And Boaz anfwered and faid unto her, b hath 
fully beenjhewedme all that thou hafl dou^unto thy 
mother-in-law ftnce the death of thine hufband : and how 
thou hafl left thy father and thy mother, and the land 
of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou 
kncwcji not heretofore. The Lord rccompenfe thy workj 

and 
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end a full reward be given thee of the Lord God oflf- 
raelj under whcfe wings thou art come to truji. T'hen 
Jhefaidj Let me find favour in thy fight ^ my lord; for 
that thouhqft comforted me^ and for that thou hajifpok^ 
'en friendly unto thine hand-maid^ though I be not like un^ 
to one of thine hand-maidens. And Boazfaid unto her^ 
At meal-time come thou hither^ and eat of the breads and 
dip thy morfel in the fuinegar. And fhefat befide the 
reapers : and he reached her parched com^ andjhe did 
eat^ and wcu fufficed^ and left. And whenjhe was rif 
en up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men^fayingj 
Let her glean even among the Jheaves, and reproach her 
not. And Ut fall alfofome of the handfuls ofpurpofefor 
Jjer, and leave them that fhe may glean them, and re- 
huke her not. So fhe gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out that fhe had gleaned: and it was about an 
ephah of barley. 

JL HE life x^ .the hufbandman is full of labour and 
anxiety, but ^ is alfo fweetened and relieved by many 
peculiar deUghts. He mufl rife early, and often, re- 
tire late to reft ; he is expofed now to the fcori:hing 
heat of the meridian fun, and now to the unwhole- 
fome damps of the night. He has to watch every ^peA 
of the flcy, and to guard againft the ftrife of confaad-. 
ing elements : and after all his vigilance and forefight^ 
he has frequently the mortification to fee the exertions, 
and the hopes of a whole year, destroyed in an hour^ 
But on the other hand, the very yariety which his pro- 
feflion admits of, deceives the toils of it ; his b'fe is 
conftantly a life of hope ; his health and profperity 
flow from the fame fource ; he fpends not his ftiiengta 
for nought and in vain ; the bountiful parent earth 
reftores the precious feed caft into it with large ih- 
creafef thirty, fixty, an hundred fold. He has^ the 
pleafure of obferving the hourly progrefs of vegeta- 
tion ; of feeing his'.fupplies coming immediately from 
the hand of Providence. Piety and profit are promoted 
by the fame employments and purfuits, aixd the fublim- 

eft 
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eft trudis of religioH prefs upon Hm in the plai&eft and 
znoft common appearances of nature. Add to all this^ 
the labours of the hufbandman are of all others the 
moft efl'ential, the moft important to fociety. Other arts 
may miniftef to wealth, to pleafure, to conveniency * 
and comfort, but on this depends the very lubfiftence 
of human life ; ^and to the plough and the fickle, the 
ingenious manu&durer, the pampered citizen and the 
haughty peer muft, of neceffity, look for the main in- 
gredient of their daily fupport. 

It was, then, in that happy ftate of civil fociety, the 
fcene is laid which is to be the fubjeft of thi$ evening's 
meditation. It was that joyful feafon. of the year 
when the ardour of fummer was giving place to the 
milder glory of autumn ; when induftry was gathering 
in the produce of hope, when the common occupa- 
tions of the fun-burnt plain bad levelled the diftin£tion$ 
of mafter and fervant ; when all was emulation, cheer- 
ftilnefs and joy, that Boaz iffued forth betimes to fuper^ 
intend his harveft, and Ruth to glean after the reapers^ 
Her fex, her demeanor, her employment, which bc» 
fpoke her poverty, attraO: his notice, and excite his 
compafB'on, There are perfons, there are counte* 
nances, there is a deportment, which ftrike at firft fight, 
and create an intereft which it is impoffible to account 
for* The great hand of nature has in many, perhaps 
in moft inftances, engraven on the external appearance, 
no- doubtful or equivocal figns of the internal fpirit 
and charaAer. Ruth prefented to the eye of Boaz an 
undefcribeable fomewhat which fpoke her immediate* 
ly to be above the level of thofe common drudges, 
whofe minds their fervile condition has degraded j her 
native greatnefs ftione through the veil that covered 
Jt, and naturally led to an inquiry into her fituation 
and connexions. The attention which her figure and 
occupation at firft roufed, her hiftory powerfully fixes 
and confirms. The mournful ftory of Naomi, and of 
the Moabitifli damfel her daughter-in-law, all Bethle* 
hem Judah had heard, but not one had ftepped forth 

to 
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to acknowledge and relieve them. Boaz himfelf is 
faulty here. Had he been informed, as he muft, of 
the return of his neareft relatioi^s, and of their wretch- 
ed flight, he ought to have fought them out, and, 
' imiblicited, to have miniftered to their comfort. He 
is in this refpefl: an inftance of what is frequently to 
be met with in the world ; of that calm, unimpaflion- 
«d goodnefs which is abundantly difpofed to fuccour 
diftrefs, when it falls in the way, but is not fufEcient* 
ly zealous, and vigorous, and active, to go abroad in 
queft of objedks to relieve. But let us not pretend to 
look down on moderate and ordinary beneficence, 
till the pure and fublime come more into ufe. The 
former negled of Boaz, and his future zeal, fhall but 
<the more redound to the glory of God. 

— ^The ihort and fimple tale awakens a thoufand 
tender emotions in the bofom of the good man. He 
feels the fad reverfes to which families, .and ftates, 
and all fublunary things are cxpofed. He fees one 
branch of his own kindred demoliihed, extinguifhed. 
A woman, a young woman, a widow, a flranger in a 
ftrange land, but one ftep above begging her bread ; 
with a ftill more wretched mother to fuftain by the 
meagre fruits of her feeble induftry* He fees women 
of condition, his equals^ fallen far below the eftate of 
the meaneft of his fervants and hand-maids: Self-re- 
proach perhaps mingled with compaffion, and inftant- 
ly produced a refolution to compenfate paft careleff- 
nefs and unkindnefs, by all that future fympathy and 
friendfhip could beftow. The dialogue that enfues is 
a beautiful exhibition of the honeft fimplicity of na- 
ture. The charadlers ai'e fupported with a happinefs 
of expreffion, and difplay^d with a ftrength and ex- 
aftnefs of colouring, worthy of Him who knows 
what is in man. 

In Boaz which fhall we moft admire ; his prudent 
attention to his own affairs, his winning condefcen- 
fion to his inferiors, or his pious acknowledgment 
•f God in every thing ? In his condud to the forlorn 

ftranger. 
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ftranger, we fee a heart overflowing with benevolence^ 
attending to minute circumftances, out -running the 
expedations, the very j^iflies of the perfon whom he 
means to oblige. Obferve his delicacy ; he recoipr 
mends the fojitary helplefs female to the fociety and 
proteftion of thole of her own fex, and by his authorr 
ity guards her frona the incivility and infults of the 
other. He aimS at foothing her foul tp peace j he 
would have her believe herfelf at home. The law 
pbliged him to permit her to glean, but h^ iftakes a 
free-will offering of much more ; the liqupr^ in the 
vellcls, the food provided for the reapers, all is ten- 
(dered to her with hearty good will, Oidinary minds 
feel afliamed at the iight of poor relations, deny them, 
turn away from them, hide their faces from their 
own flefli. True magnanimity thinks meanly of 
nothing but vice, eft,eem§ worth, fhough cloathed in 
rags, confiders the revolutions which affeft every 
thiiig under the fun, dpfpifes not the wretch of to-day, 
knowing that he may be pbliged to change places 
with hiin to-morrow. . Such an one was \h^ wealthy 
owner of yonder happy field. The fpirit of the raal- 
ter is diffufed, it is felt over the whole extended do- 
main. No jarring firing mars thfeir rural harmony, 
no contention reigns, but the ftrife, the bleffed ftrife, 
of mutual- affeftion and attachment. 

The charafter of Ruth opened upon us with fingur 
lar grace and beauty : it unfolds jtfelf with equal en- 
ergy and ^propriety. She difcover§ from firft: to lafl, 
a loul lulceptible of tender and perfevering attach- 
ment ; re^dy to yield the facrifice of eafe, of rank, of 
ipftimation, of every thing, for the fake of enjoying 
the ttrftimony of a good confcience, and the fociety 
that fhe loved. She diicovers a fpirit at pnc^ fweetly 
timid and bafliful, and nobly refolute and updaunted. 
She infpires love by her gentlenefs, meeknefs and 
complacency ; fhe commands refpeft by her firmnefs,- 
magnanimity and patience. In addreffing her moth- 
pr-in-law, fhc fe-all amiable warmth and earneflnefs j 
* ' i« 
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in replying to the friendly tenders of Boaz, ftie "is all 
amiable referve and modefly. In fpeaking to Naomi 
her heart flows to her lips, her words glow, her fpeech 
IS copious and redundant : in anfwering a man, and a 
ftranger, her words are few, flie fpeaks by looks and 
geftures, and is then moft eloquent when ihe fays 
nothing. « 

I behold thp effeft which youth>. and fimplicity, 
and humblenefs of mind, and diftrefs have made up- 
on a generous and fenfible hearts The artlefs fim- 
plicity of the Moabitifb damfel have made a deeper 
^ippreffion than all that cunning and defign could 
have invented to allure affedion, and impofe on the 
underltanding. Happily the progrefs of virtuou$ 
love advances without th.e.confcioul'nefs of the parties 
concerned ; it is at firft a mere intercourfe of civility, 
an attention tQ trifles, an interchange of kind words 
and pleqtfant looks. It grows unperceived, it gathers 
ftrength by negleft, it ha$ arrived at maturity before » 

* it was known to e»ft» it gave np warning of its apr 
proach, an.d thereby became irrefiftible. And has 
the great ^uthqr of nature youchfafed in his word to 
delineate, in more than one inftance, the nature, 
progrefs, and eflfe&s of this important and necefiary 
paflion, and fhall we turn away from it with aflfeded 
delicacy, or take it up and purfue it with indecent 
mirth ? No, if we adopt and imitate the candid, guile? 
lefs fimplicity, and the modcft r^ferve of fcripture, w^ 
cannot greatly err. 

In the cafe of Boaz and Ruth, it was enchantingly 
grateful to the former, as highly hpnourable to the 
latter, that the deciiion of the ynderftanding confirm- 
ed the judgment of the eyes. He bad known, admirr 
ed and approved the condud, before he had feen and 
admired the beauty of the perfon, and the gracefulnefs 
of the behaviour. The chj^rms of wifdom, virtue and 
piety, fuperadded to perfonal accomplifhments, what 
^ happy combination ; what a foundation of fdicity ! 
The latter indeed, will and muft fade, but their efr 
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fed is immortal ; the company m which they flour- 
ifhed and brought forth fruit, beftows on them a per- 
manency not their own. How wretched is that fe- 
male all whofe confequence is fled with her bloom ; 
who depended on rank or fortune to command re- 
fpe£l ; who has loft the admiration and applaufe of 
others, before Ihe has begun to acquire the dignity, of 
felf-approbation, the only genuine fource of public 
efteem. 

The hiftory before us ftrikingly difplays the tranfi- 
tion from pity to love on the one hand, from gratitude 
to love on the other. Compaffion in Boaz, fenfe of 
obligation in Ruth, excite the fame mutual afiedion 
in both. It becomes his pride and joy to raife her to 
that diftindion and affluence which fhe fo well merit- 
ed •; it is her pride and joy to repay the tendernefs of 
her benefador by every kind office of compliance and 
affeftion. She had hitherto pleafed herfelf with the 
confcioufnefs of having done her duty ; (he^ had not 
hunted after praife ; (he had difcovered no anxiety,' 
taken no pains to publifh abroad her own merits ; but 
honour will follow virtue, as the (hadow does the 
fubftance, and the flight of the one but accelerates the 
purfuit of the other. And how grateful muft it have 
been even to the modeft ear of Ruth herfelf, to hear 
her condud approved, and her qualities celebrated, 
by the wife and good man who had taken her under 
his protedion, and admitted her to his friendfhip. 
The praife which goodnefs confers on goodnefs, the 
praife which a man's own heart and confcience allow 
to be merited, praife beflowed by one we love and 
efteem is a feafl indeed ; it does equal honour, it 
communicates equal delight to the giver and the re- 
ceiver ; it is an anticipation of the glorious rewards 
of the faithful, from Him whofe favour is better than 
life. But fave me, merciful Heaven, from the com- 
mendation which my own mind rejefts. Save me 
from the approbation, the ill-informed approbation 
©f ignorant erring man, while I have juft caufe to 
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tremble under the apprehenfion of condemnation and 
puniihment from a holy and righteous God. 

The cordial of cordials adminiflered by the hand of 
Boaz to this truly excellent woman, was his recom- 
mendation of her ux the care, bleffing and prote£Hon 
of the Almighty. It »ras much to be permitted to 
pick up a fcanty livelihood among ftrangers ; it was 
much to meet with notice and encouragement from a 
mighty man of wealth in a foreign land \ it was high- 
ly Ibothing to a fpirit broken by calamity to be ap- 
proved and careffed by a great and a good man ; but 
?!! this was nothing compared to the fmiles of approv- 
ing Heaven, in fweet accord with the ferenity and 
compofure of a quiet and approving confcience. How 
cordially conid flie pronounce ** amen'' to his affec- 
tionate and pious prayer, '* The Lord recompenfe thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Ifrael, under whofe wings thou art come to 
truft.'^* 

'^ . The petition contains a piece of fweet imagery, of 
which interpreters have given different ideas. ^' Un- 
der whofe wings thou art come to truft." The ex- 
preffion, according to fome, implies an approbation ot 
Ker refolution i^i renouncing the religion of her coun* 
try and fethers, In forfaking the idol worihip wherein 
fhe had been educated, and in deliberately joining her- 
Xelf to the Ifraelites and worihip of the living and true 
God. The words, it is alleged, have an allufion to 
the Shechinah, the vifible glory, the fymbol of the 
divine prefence which refided between, or under, the 
wings of the cherubim which were extended over 
the mercy-feat. This is, as it were, the point in which 
all the parts of the difpenfation concentered, and there- 
fore is employed to denote in brief, all that related to 
the knowledge, belief and fervice of Jehovah, in op- 
pofition to idolatry. 

Others confiJer it as merely a tender and fignifi- 
cant image, borrowed from nature, and frequently 
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employed in other paffages of fcript"*rc, the image of 
the tender callow brood of the feathered race fleemg, 
in the moment of danger, for prote&ion, under the 
Ihelter of the parental wing* In either cafe, it marks 
the providential care, and the facred fecurity extend- 
ed to all who feek refuge in the divine wildom and 
mercy. No pftigue ihall come nigh the place where 
they dwell, no evil ihall befal them. It amfolds the 
fpirit of-a^ruly good man, difpofed to do "every thing 
that hupianity didates, and ability permits^ for the re- 
lief of the fons and daughters of afflidion ; but deeply 
impreifed with the belief that without the bleffing and 
favour of Heaven the inter^ofition of man is vain and 
unprofitable. He refers not to the divine bounty as 
an exemption from deeds ffi charity and mercy, but 
to render his benevolence eflfeftual, and to crown, 
promote and profper his kind intentions ; to fill up 
the meafure of his liberal defign, which, after all, was 
narrowed and contrafted by flendernefs of ability. 

The effe£t of the whole upon Ruth is the fame 
which a fenfe of unmerited friendfliip from man, and 
the expeftation of bleffings from on high, will ever 
produce on a good and honeft heart. As flie rifes in 
fituation, as fhe rifes in hope, (lie finks in humility. 
** Then Ihe faid. Let me find favour in thy fight, my 
lord ; for that thou haft comforted me, and for that 
thou haft fpoken friendly unto thine hand-maid, though 
I be not like unto one of thy hand-maidens.*' * 

This draws from the benevolent lord of the harveft 
reiterated aflurances of regard and fympathy. He 
again runs over the whole ftore of the field,- left he 
fhould have omitted any particular in his former enu- 
meration ; again intimates a cheerful and unaffefted 
welcome to what (he could defire," or he had to beftow. 
In this, if I rniftake not, maybe feen the farther 
progrefs of afteftion. Ruth gains upon his heart by 
every word flie utters, by every gefture and attitude ; 
and pleafes moft, from having formed, from purfuing 
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no defign to pl^e^ The greater her diffidence and 
felf-denial, the greaf to" is his earneftnefs to bring her 
forward, and to fup^rt her. . She was by the foriper ^ 
order permitted tO'^'o at pleafure and ferve herfelf 
with whatever was in the field for the general ufe ; 
now, ihe is invited to join the company where Boaz' 
himfelf prefided y ihe is fed from his cwn hand, and 
her portion is not a fcanty one, '' fhe did eat and was 
f\^eed and left.'* It was thus that Jofeph expreffed 
the partiality of his affeftion for Benjamin his own 
brother, his mefs was five times fo much as any of 
theirs ; and thus in artlefs gjuife, the growing paffion 
of Boaz for the fair Moabitefs declared itfelf ; and 
thus, not in high-flown rhapfodies of unmeaning jar« 
gon, but in little attentions, in petty offices of kindnefs, 
the genuine efiufions of unfophifticated nature, the 
generous paflion of love, always will declare its exift- 
ence and quahty. Happy, thrice happy banquet, far 
beyond all the luxury and pride of unwieldy, uneafy^ 
unbleffed magnificence. There they fit, under the 
open canopy of heaven, the mafter, the fervants, the 
ftranger, in one group. Their fare is homely, but 
labour has made it pleafant to fit down, and hunger 
gives to the food a rehfh. 

But what a fuperior relifh did the morfel of Boaz 
himfelf pofTefs ! Think what a banquet, to fee his nur 
merous family around him, all contented a[nd happy ; 
to give bread to fo many, and to receive the ample re- 
'turn of it in their honeft attachment, and in the fruits 
of their induftry. What a luxury, to feed a hungry, 
to raife a finking ftranger ! to render gentle lervices 
to a deferving objeft, which humanity infpired, the 
underftanding confirmed, the heart direfted, and 
Heaven approved ! What a defert, to refled that all 
thefe comforts flowed from a heavenly Father's benef- 
icence, that thus he was " twice blefled," blefled in 
receiving, blefled in giving. 

The telicity of Ruth was far from being fo pure 
and perfeft. She felt the depreflion of dependence 

and 
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and obligation ; obligation which (he had no profped 
of ever being able to repay. She felt for the anxiety, 
diftrefs and want of a venerable aged woman, for 
whom nothing was provided ; who was fitting folitary 
at home brooding over pail calamities, and torment- 
ing herfelf with apprehenfions about futurity. She can 
hardly fwallow her own morfei for grief to think that 
one more helplefs, more feeble, more friendlefs than 
herfelf, wanted the common jjeceffaries of life ; that 
Naomi was perhaps fading till (he returned, and, worfe 
than failing, tormented with folicitude about her 
fafety. The fweeteft part of the repail to J^uth wa» 
the portion (he had referved from her own neceilitiea 
for the fuilentation of her ancient, affedionate, ilarv- 
ing parent. 

Their frugal fimple meal being ended, they rife up, 
not to play, but to work again, and continue their la-* 
hour until thi evening. A frcih charge is given ta 
the reapers on no account to diilurb, or infult the 
lovely gleaner, and the young men are dircfted to- 
find no fault with her, gather where fhe would, even 
among the Iheaves before they )vere bound up ; and 
to drop here and there a handful, as if by accident, 
to render her toil more pleafant and eafy, without 
hurting her honeil pride. This injunftion could pro- 
ceed only from a delicate and ingenuous mind. To- 
have made her direftly a prefent of the ears of corn, 
had been an indignity offered to her poverty ; to 
fcatter them without any apparent defign, was effeftu- ' 
ally to facilitate her labour, and diminiih her fatigue, 
without rendering the burden of obligation too griev- 
ous to be borne. The manner of conferring a bene- 
fit, it cannot be too often repeated, infinitely outweighs 
the matter. The comfort of human life, is a combi- 
nation of little, minute attentions, which, taken fepa- 
rately, are nothing, but conneded with the circum- 
(lances of time, place and manner, as coming from the 
heart, as tokens of good-will, poflTefs a value and in- 
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fpire a pleafure beyond the purchafe of gold and 

rubies. 

Think of the heart-felt fatisfadion of the amiable 
labourer, when at the going down of the fun, on fep- 
arating the ftraw and chaff from the good grain, and 
meafuring the produce of her patience and induftry^ 
fbe found it amount to fo confiderabfe a quantity I 
Would you make a poor man happy, do not encour- 
age him to beg. Idlenefs and happinefs are incom« 
patible. No, render his toil a Uttle eaiier to him, 
teach him to draw his fubfiftence and comfort from^ 
and to build his dependence upon himfelf. 

And now Ruth's comfort was going to begin j it 
was hitherto mixed and imperfeft — it now flows pure 
and unreftrained. She has it in her power to relieve 
indigence, to remove anxiety, to difpel forrow, to 
make the widowed heart fing for joy. See with what 
exultation (he produces her (lore, re-meafures her 
corn, details the adventures of the day, and receives, 
in communicating joy.. This, . O virtuous friend(hip^ 
is thy prefent great reward ! Such, if pride and per- 
verfenefs prevented not, the felicity which Providence 
has gracioufly placed within every one's reach ! Let 
me have fome friendly ear, in the calmnefs of the 
evening's retreat, to Uften to my tale ; fome fympa- 
thetic heart, to participate in my forrows and my joys, 
and I care not what hard(hips I endure, what mortifi- 
cations I meet with, through the live-long day. Friend- 
fliip doubles the delights, divides, and thereby dimin- 
i(hes, the cares and miferies of this tranfitory life. 

Think of the compofed felicity of the ancient mat- 
ton, . as (he furvcyed the fruits of her beloved daugh- 
ter's dutiful exertions, and heard the anlefs ftory of 
a harve^- day's employment and recreation. Yes, (he 
is the happier of the two. The joys of age are calm, 
untumultuous, untempeftuous ; thofe of youth have 
always a mixture of ardour and impetuofity, that allays 
their purity, and haftens on their dilTolution. We 
fincercly bid them good night, and leave them to the 
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fweet repofe of confdous integrity, of acquiefcence ia 
the will and thankfulnefs for the bounty of gracious 
Heaven, and of budding, bloflbming hope of greater 
bleffings yet to come. 

-—At what a fmall expenfc may a great man ac- 
quire refped, efteem, love? How infinitely nature 
excels art ! In how fimple and eafy a method doet 
Providence bring about the greateft events ! ** Godli- 
nefs is'* every way " great gain i* it has "the prom- 
ife of the lite that now is, and of that which is ta 
come/* 



Hiftory 



Hiftory of Ruth. 



LECTURE XIII. 

RUTH ii. 19*— ^3. and iii. i. 

jAnd her motber-in-law /aid unto her^ Where hqji thou 
gleaned to-day ? And where wroughtefi thou ? Blejfed 
be he that did take knowledge of thee. Andjhejhewed 
her mother4n4aw with whomjhe had wrought^ and/aid^ 
The man^s name with whom I wrought to^ay is Boazm 
And Naomi /aid unto her daughter-in-law^ Blejfed be he 
of the Lord J who hath not left off* his kindnefs to the Uv^ 
ing and to the dead. And Naomi f aid unto her^ The 
man is near of kin unto us^ one of our next kinfmen. And 
Ruth the Moabitefs faidy He /aid unto me alfo^ Thou 

. fhalt keepfajl by my young men^ until they have ended all 
my harveJL And Naomi faid unto Ruth her daughter-^ 
in-law y It is goody my daughter y that thou go out with his 

. maidensy that they meet thee not in any other fields S§ 
Jbe^kept faji by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the 
end of barley-harvejiy and of wheat-harve/i ; and dwelt 
with her mother-in-law* Then Naomi her mother-in^* 
law /aid unto hery My daughter yfhall I notfeek rejlfor 
thecy that it may be well with thee? 

r\ OTHING is more abfurd than to judge of ancient 
and foreign cuftoms, by the fafliion of our own coun- 
try and of the prefent day. Language, manners, and 
r drefs are inceffantly changing their form. Were our 

Vox- VL L anceftors 



\ 



i62 Hifiory of Ruth. Lect, Xllt 

anceftors of the laft century to arife from the dead^, 
and to appear in the habit of their own times, their 
great grand-children and they would be utter ftrangers 
to one another* Their fpeech would be mutualfy unin« 
tcUigible, thejf modes of behaifiour uncouth, their ap- 
parel ridiculous. How much more, after the lapfe of 
many centuries has intervened, and the fcene fliifted 
to a diftant land, peopled by men of a different com* 
plexion, governed by different laws, and communicate 
ing thought by means of a different language. • 

One of the great pleafures arifmg from the ftudy of. 
ancient hifto^y, is to trace thefe differences, to contem- 
plate the endlefs variety of the human mind, ever 
changing, fliU the fame v to compare age with age, na- 
tion with nation, in order to excite admiration of the 
^reat Creator's wifdom and goodnefs, and to infpirft 
love towards our fellow-ct^atures* 

In examini{>g th« cuftoms defcribed in the context,. 
Irel it be reiifl^mbered, that (hey are the cuiloms of 
' men who lived upwards of three thoufand years ago, 
^'he inhabited ft different quarter of the globe, whofc 
idea;^, employments and purfuits had no manner of 
refemblance to ours^ atid who would be equally afton« 
Jfi*ed, (hocked and offended, were modem and Euro- 
• pean manners mad^e to pafs in review before th«m. 
And let it be farther temembered, that We fpeak of 
adorns and manntrs only, and not of rtiorals / of cir- ' 
cumftances which from their own nature and the cur- 
tent of human affair^ are liable to alteration, not of 
things in themfelves eternal and immutable. 

We have feen by what eafy and natural progrefs^ 
die providence of God carried on its purpofe rcfpeft- 
ing the pofterity of Abraham in general, and the roy- 
al line 6f the boufe of David in particular, and rc- 
fpefting a much higher objeft, to which this was a 
mere miniftring fervant, an harbinger and preparation, 
namely, ** the manifeftation of God in the flefli,*' for 
the redemption of a loft world. We have feen th<J 
commcucemcnt of the temporal rewards of virtue, and 
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the dawning of evo-lafting joy. We arc nOw to at- 
tend the progre£i of divide b^neficeoce, of provlden* 
tial interpofition, to crown the endeavours, and pro- 
mote the happinefs of the faithful. 

Ruth has returned to bei' mother-iivla^, ladea 
with the fruits of honeft induftrj, and provided with 
a fupply for prefent neceffity i cheered and comforted 
by the betievdbnce of ^ refpe&able ftranger, and ex- 
ulting in the profped of future employment and fuc* 
cefs. Sweet are the communications of filial attach- 
ment and profperity to the ear of maternal tendernefs. 
h is not eafy to conceive happinefe more pure than was 
enjoyed that evening by thefe amiable and excellent 
women. Artlefs^ undeiigning Ruth feems to look nd 
fcffther than to the remainder of the harveft, the con- 
tinuation of her labour, and of protedion and encour- 
agement from Boa^, and to the pleafuf e of fupporting 
herfeif and aged parent by her own exertions. But 
Naomi, more experienced and intelligent, begins to 
build on the hiftory of what Providence had done fof 
them that day, a projed: of recompenfe to her beloved 
daughter, which her piety and affedioii fo well merited^ 
even no lefs than that of uniting her to Boaz in mar« 
riage. Was ihe to be blamed in this ? By no means« 
It is criminal to outrun Providence, it is madnefs to 
think of Conflraining or bending it to out partial, feliifli 
tiews. ' But it is wifdom, it is duty to exercife fagacity^ 
<o obfervethe ways of the Almighty, and to follow wher^ 
he leads. The advice fhe gives in purfuance of this de- 
figd, and Ruth's ready compliance, have, according id 
Our ideas a very extraordinary and queflionable appear* 
ance, and fccm rather calculated to defeat than to for- 
ward the end which they had in view ; but modern re* 
^nement and licentioufnefs arelittle competent to judge 
of ruftic fimplicity and ancient purity. The proceed-^ 
ing was authorized by cuftom, was free from every 
t^At of immorality, and had not in the eyes of the 
wofld even the femblance of indecency. The parties 
were sill virtuous, they feared the Lord, they conform^ 
L2 , ed 
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ed to the laws and ofages of their country, and Heav- 
en fmiled on their honeft, unfuUied intentions. 
* Had I the happinefs, with a mind as pure, to ad- 
drefs ears as chafle, imaginations as undefiled, I fhould 
withoiU hefitation or fear enter on the detail of the 
tranfadtion as it ftands'^on the record. But regard 
muft be had to the prejudices of the times, to the pro- 
priety and decency which cuftom has eftabliflied, re- 
marking at the fame time, that guilt is the parent o£ 
fhame, and that an over-refined delicacy is too often, 
the proof of a polluted heart. 

The marriage of Boaz to Ruth is the only inftance 
we have of the application of a civil and political flat- 
bte of long ftanding : which runs in thefe terms, 
" The fand fhall not be fold forever : for the land is 
mine ; for ye are ftrangers and fojoumers with mc 
And in all the land of your pofTeffion ye fhall grant a 
i-edemption for the land. If thy brother be waxen 
poor, and hath fold away fome of his pofieffion, and 
if any of his kin come to redeem it, then Ihall he re- 
deem that which his brother fold. And if the man 
have none to redeem it, and himfelf be able to redeem 
it ; then let him count the years of the fale thereof, 
and reflore the overplus unto the man to whom he 
fold it ; that he may return unto his poifeffion. But 
if he be not able to reftore it to him, then that which 
is fold ihall remain in the hand of him that hath bought 
it until the year of jubilee : and in the jubilee it (hall 
go out, and he ihall return unto his poiTeflion."* And 
it ilands in connexion with another law circumilan- 
tially narrated. " If brethren dwell together, and 
one of them die and have no child,., the wife of the 
dead fhall not marry without unto a ilranger : her^ 
huiband's brother fhall go in unto her, and take her 
to him to wife, and perform the duty of an huiband's 
brother unto her. And it fhall be, that the firft-born 
which fhe.beareth fhall fucceed in the name of his bro- 
ther which is dead, that his name be not put out of 
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Ifrael. And if the maix like not to take his brother^ 
;wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto 
the elders, and fay. My hufband's brother refufeth to 
raife up unto his brother a name in Ifrael, he will not 
perform the duty of my hufband's brother. Then 
the elders of his city ihall call him, and fpeak unto 
him : and if he fland to it, and fay, I like not to take 
her ; then fhall his brother's wife come unto him in 
the prefence of the elders, and loofe his fhoe from off* 
his foot, and fpit in his face, and fhall anfwer and fay. 
So fhall it be done unto that man that will not build up 
his brother's houfe. And his name fhall be called in 
Jfrael, The houfe of him that hath his fhoe loofed/' • 
The whole fpirit of the Moiaic difpenfation confiders 
the great Jehovah as the temporal fovereign of Ifrael, 
.the land as his, the fupremacy his. JEvery Ifraelite re- 
ceived his inheritance under the exprefs flipulation 
that it fhould not be alienated from him and from his 
family forever. That if, prefTed by neceflity, he 
fhould fell the whole or any part of it, he himfelf or 
his nearefl of kindred might at any future period re- 
deem it ; that at the word, in the year of jubilee, it 
fhould revert unpurchafed to the ancient proprietor or 
his reprefentative ; and thereby fucceffion and proper- 
ty be preferved diftincb till the purpofes of Heaven 
fhould be accomplifhed. § 

To give the law farther and more certain effeft, it 
was enaded, that if the elder branch of the family and 
the heir of the inheritance fhould die childlefs, his 
next elder brother or nearefl: male relation fliould 
marry the widow ; and that the iflue of fuch marriage 
fhould be deemed to belong to the deceafed, fhould af- 
fume his name, and fuccecd to hig inheritance. Here 
then was the family of Elimclech ready to be extin- 
guifhed : he and his t^vo fons were all dead without 
pofterity. Naomi was pafl: child-bearing, the lands 
were ready to pafs into the hands of flran^^ers, for 
want of an heir, the hope of fuccellion exifling alon2 
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in the perfon of Ruth the Moabkefe, the widow of 
Mahlon. The meafure therefore recommended by 
Naomi, and adopted by Ruth, was neither kfs nor 
more than a legal call on Boas, as the fuppofed neareft 
kinfm^n of that branch of the family, to fulfil the duty 
of that relation : Naomi not knowing, or having for- 
gotten that there was a kinfman (till nearer than him. 
jSoaz, apprized of this, and refpeOing the laws of God 
and his country, preferably to his own paffions and 
predileftion, refers the whole caufe to a fair, open, ju-- 
dicial decifion. 

The conduct of Boaz throughout is exemplary and 
yrorthy of commendation : it befpeaks at once a wife 
and a good man. We have expatiated at confiderablc 
length on his charafter as. a man of piety, regularity 
and humanity ; we have beftowed qn him the juft trib- 
tite of admiration and refpeft, as ^ man of fenfibiiity^ 
as fufceptible of pity for thp miferable, of kindnefs to 
the ftranger, of love for a deferving objeft. His 
charafter acquires much additional retpeftability 
frr m this laft confideration, connected with the 
delicacy of his fituation as a man and a citizen* 
His partiality to Ruth was clear and decided. In the 
confidence of virtue Ihe had put herfelf entirely in his 
power ; and what ufe did he make of this advantage ? 
Never was father more tender of the reputation and 
chaftity of his daughter. Every felfifli confideration 
is funk in fenfe of piopriety, iji refpect to the divine 
authority, in folicitudc about the honour and intereft 
of the woman whom he loved. His partiality to Ruth 
was decided, but the right of redemption was in an- 
other, and he nobly difdains to avail himfelf of wealth, 
of power, of prior poffeffion, to the prejudice of that 
right. What is the viftory of the warlike hero com- 
pared to this triumph of a mpji over himfelf ! What 
are trophies ftained with blood, oppofed to the filent 
applaufe of a good confcience, and the approbation of 
Almighty God ! I fee him bringing the caufe to the. 
jJetermination of the judges, with the firmnefs of an 

honell 



I,ECT. Xin. Hj/tory of^ RutL 167 

honefl: man, with the anxiety of one in love, and with 
the reiignadon of one who feared the Lord, and com* 
mitted all to the condud of infinite wifdom. Charac- 
ters Ihine by contraft. The nearer kinfmap's verfatil- 
ity, difingenuoufnefs, and infenfibility to ^ame, ferve 
as a fpil to the firmnefs, candour, and delicacy of 
fioaz. When the former hears of a good bargain, 
whbn be confiders the advantage of his birth as, the 
means of ftepping into a vacant inheritance upon eafy 
terms, he is all acquiefcence and eagernefs ; but the 
>moment he hears of the condition under which he is 
to purchafe, of the affumption of the widow, of the 
relief of the miferable, of tranfmitting the name of 
Elimelech, not hisxjwn, to pofterity, together with his 
iands, he inftantly cools, fubmits to the infamy of 
having ** his ihoe pulled off,'* of being publlckly fpit 
upon, .of having his houfe branded with a note of dif- 
grace, .and leaves the field open to a m^u:h better man 
than himfcflf. 

It is much eaSer to eonceive-thaa t^ defcribe the 
iblicitude of the pa/ties, while the caufe was yet in 
^dependence* What a bipw to the heart of Boaz^ 
when he, oji whom the law beftowed the preference, 
declared his affent to the propofal ; what difappoint- 
ment to the hopes of Naomi, who had evidently fet 
her mind on this match ; whaca damp thrown on the 
wiflies and expeftations of Ruth,. on whofe fufceptible 
heart the goodnefs and generofity of Boaz muft hav€ 
made a deep impreffion ! What relief to all, to hear 
him folemnly retrad his-affent, reiign his right, and 
fubmit to the penalty. Thofc are"the genuine delights 
of human life at which we arrive through danger and 
difficulty, which are the immediate gift of Heaven, 
which we have not employed improper arts to acquire, 
and which we can therefore enjoy .without fliame dir 
remorfe. The feligty which we are in too great hade 
to grafp, which we purfue independent of God and re- 
ligion, which by crooked paths we arrive jt, proves 
at beft a cloud in the embrace, often a ferpent full of 

deadly 
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deadly poifon in the bofom. The very delays which 
Providence interpofes, the Yacrifices which a fenfe of 
duty oflFers up, the mortifications to which confcience 
fubmits, enhance the value, and heighten the rclifli of 
our lawful comforts. 

Let us apply this obfervation to the three leading 
perfonages in this interefting tale. Naomi fits down, 
apd thus meditates with herfelf. ** With what fair 
profpeds did I begin the world ; the wife of a prince, a 
another in Ifrael, among the firft in rank^ in wealth, in 
expectation. But how early were my profpefts cloud- 
ed ! Driven by famine from the laiid of promife, reduc- 
ed to feek fhelter and fybfiftence among ftrangers, but 
fupported and refreflied by the company and tender- 
jiefs of the hufband of my tender years, and the pref- 
ence and improvement of my children : finding a new 
home in the land of Moab, my family refpeded in a 
foreign country, reputably allied, comfortably fettled. 
But the cup of profperity again dafhed from my hand j 
hufband and fons, the dejire of my ejes^ taken away with 
afiroke ; Canaan and Moab, rendered equally a place 
of exile, robbed of that which rendered all places a 
home, all fituations a pleafure j deferted of all but 
Heaven, and a good young woman, once the partner 
of my joys, now my fifler in afflidion : fleeing back 
for the relief of my anguifli to my native foil and city, 
and mortified at finding myfelf there more a flranger 
than among aliens j providentially raifed into notice 
and confequence again, my affeftionate daughter no- 
bly allied, the name of Elimelech about to be revived, 
and his houfe built up ! What a flrangely chequered 
life! Naomi and Mara in perpetual fucceflion! But ev- 
ery thing is ordered wifely and well of Him who i^^ 
all things at one view; the latter end is better than the 
beginning ; behold good mfmg out of evil ; the defignis 
of the Mofl High haftening to their accomplifhment. 
All is of the Lord of Hofts, who is 'wonderful in counfely 
and excellent in working.*^ 

The 
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Thereflcftionsofthe Moabitefs may be fuppofed ta 
run in this channel. *' What a bleffing for me that I 
ever became united to an Ifraelitilh family, whatever 
pangs it may other ways have coft me ! But for this I 
ihould have been, like my fathers, a wdWhipper of 
{locks and ftones, the work of men's hands ; a ilranger 
to rational piety, to inward peace ! Happy lofs, which 
procured for me this unfpeakably great gain : propi- 
tious poverty, which fent, which drove me out, in queft 
of treafures ineftimable ; bleffed exile, which conduc- 
ed me to a habitation under the wings of the Almigh- 
ty ! What real gain is true godlinefs ! It has giore than 
the promife, it has the enjoyment of the life that 
now is. Myfterious Providence, that direfted my 
doubtful, trembling fteps to glean in that field, that 
has in a few fliort weeks made fuch a change in my 
condition, that has raifed me from the loweft, meaneft, 
mod forlorn of dependants, to the higheft ftate of af- 
fluence, eafe and refpedability ; and tranfplanted me 
from the vaft howling deferts of idolatry and ignorance, 
to the fair and fertile regions of knowledge, of purity, 
of hope and joy ! To comfort and maintain a mother 
like Naomi, to find fuch a friend and huiband as Bo- 
az ! It is life from the dead. It is of that God who 
has taught me to know, and to choofe him as my God, 
and who will never fail nor forfake them who put 
their truft in him.*' 

Boaz too finds his fituation greatly improved, re- 
joices and gives God thanks. " My wealth was great, 
my garners full, my man fervants and maidens nu- 
merous, dutiful and afFedtionate, but I had no one to 
ihare my profperity with me, I was folitary in the 
midfl of a multitude : like Adam in Paradife, inca- 
pable of enjoyment, becaufe deflitute of a companion, 
an help-meet for me ; but God hath provided for me 
a virtuous woman*, whofe price is above rubies. My 
houfe has now received its brighteft ornament, my 
family its firmefl fupport, my eftate its moft prudent 
and faithful difpenfer. I have done my duty. I have 

xefpedej 
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refpeAed the majefty of the lav. I have followed 
■where Providence led the way, and I have my ^eward^ 
in the peace of my own mind, in the poffeiEon of a 
wife and good woman, in the bleffing of that God who 
has done all things fox me^ and who does all things 
wifely a^d well/' 

Behold a match formed immediately foy the hand 
of Providence, through the happy concurrence of lit- 
tle incidental drcumftances ; a match built, not on 
the brittle foundation of fordid intereft, but on the 
folid bafts of mutual affection, of generofity, of wif- 
4om, of religion ; a match pregnant with what confe- 
quences to Bethlehem-Judah,to all Ifrael, to the hu- 
man race ! 

From this advantage of ground, how pleafant it is 
to trace the fweetly m^odering courfe of the river of 
prophecy and promife united, toward the vaft, the im* 
meafurable ocean of accomplifcment. Now the tribe 
of Judah is rifing into confequence, now the royai 
fceptre is ready to be put into his hand, never to de- 
part thence *' till Shiloh come, of the increafe of 
whofe government and peace there fball be no qnd : 
to whom the gathering of the people feall be." Now 
the ftar of Jacob begins to appear. Now the ** ten- 
der plant" begins to rear its head, and the " root out 
of the dry ground to fpring up ; it buds and bloflbms 
as the rofe, and its fmeli is as the fmell of Leba- 
non." 

But what eye can difcover, what created fpirit take 
in the whole extent of *' God's purpofe and grace giv- 
en in Chrift Jefus before the world began," and ter- 
minating in the final and everlafting redemption of a 
loft world, through faith in his blood ? The veil of 
eternity is drawn over it ; ^* Eye hath not feen, nor 
car heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him." * " Beloved, now are we the fons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we fhali be : but we 

know 
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know that, vhen he fhall appear, ve (hall be like him ; 
for we (hall fee him as he is."^ 

The hiftory of Ruth, will be brought to a period 
next Lord's day. ^ 

You fee,' men ax»d brethren, the objeS which is 
clofcly kept in view, through every era of time, under 
all difpenfations, and by whatever inflruments. The 
work of Qod cannot ftand ftill, his purpofe cannot be 
defeated^ One generation of men goeth and another 
cometh, but every fucceeding generation contributes 
to the ftirtherance of his defign ; and, whether know- 
ingly or ignorantly, voluntarily or reludantly, all ful- 
fil his pleafure. 

None are forfaken of Providence, but fuch as are 
falfe to themfelves, and till we have done what is in- 
cumbent upon us, we have neither warrant nor en- 
couragement tQ look up and wifh, to exped, and 
pray. 

Nothing is difhonourable, but what is finful : pov- 
erty that is not the effeft of idlenefs, prodigality or 
vice, has nothing (hameful in it ; the gleaner behind 
the reapers may be as truly dignified as the lord of 
the harveft. Let lordly wealth* ceafe from pride, and 
virtuous obfcurity and indigency from dejection and 
defpair. 

Wafte not time, fpirits and thought in airy fpecu- 
lation about imaginary fituations, but try to make the 
mod of that in which infinite wifdom has feen meet to 
place thee. 

Difdain to envy any one, at leaft until thou haft 
thoroughly examined into the eftate of him whom thou 
art difpofed to envy. 

He is deftitute of the happieft preparation for the 
relifh and enjoyment of profperity, who has not arriv- 
ed at it through the path of adverfity. To receive 
with thankfulnefs, to enjoy with moderation, to refign 
with cheerfulnefs, to endure with patience, is the hi^- 
^ft pitch of human virtue. 

Men 

* 1 John iii. 2. 
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Men are oftei\ fulfilling a plan of Providence, with- 
out intending, or even being confcious of it. They 
sire a£Ung a double part at the fame inftant ; the one 
private an^ perfonal, local and tranfitory, the other 
public, comprehenfive and permanent : they may be 
building up at once a private family, and the church 
of God, carrying on and maintaining the fucceffion to 
an inheritance, to a throne, and miniftering to the ex* 
tendon and progrefs of a kingdom which Ihall never 
be moved or fhaken. 

In the kingdom of nature, there is high and low, 
mountain and valley, famenefs with diverfity : in the 
kingdom of Providence, there is difference of rank and 
ftation, of talent and accomplifhmeiit, of fortune and 
fuccefs, but a mutual and neceffary connexion and de- 
pendence. In the Jungdom of grace, there is diverfi- 
ty of gifts and ofEces, but the fame Spirit ; and fo in 
the kingdom of glory, different dogrees of luftre, as 
ftars differ one from another, but one univerfal glory, 
of which all the redeemed are together partakers, all 
being kings and priefts unto God. Throughout the 
whole, there is a gradation which at once pleafes and 
confounds, that depreffcs and exalts, that infpires con- 
tentment and teaches to afpire, that now attrads to 
the pure fountain of uncreated light, and now repels 
the bold inquirer to his native darknefs and diftancc 
again. 

Is it pleafant to furvey from the exceeding high 
mountain, where the chriftian tabernacle is pitched, 
the courfe of tlrat river whofe ftreams malce glad the 
city of our God ? What will it be, from the fummit of 
yonder eternal hills, to contemplate the whole extent 
of EmanuePs land, *' watered with the pure river of 
water of life ;" to mingle with the nations of them 
that are faved, as they expatiate through the blifsful 
groves, planted with the tree of life : to converfe with 
the diftinguifhed perfonages who fnine on this hallow- 
f d p-ge, and fliall then fhinc in immortal luftre ; to 
reap with Boaz a richer harveft than ever waved on 

the 
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the plains of Bethlehem-Judah ; to aifift Naomi ia rzaSh 
ing her triumphant fong of praife ; and to rejoice with 
Ruth, and with one another, in our joint reception in- 
to God*s everlifting kingdom, in our comjnon admif- 
fion into " the general affembly and church of the firft- 
born." Glorious things are fpoken of thee, O city 
of our God, We have heard of them with the hear- 
ing of the ear, may our eyes be blefled with the fight 
of them. May *^ the Lamb who is in the midft of the 
throne lead us to living fountains of waters, and God 
wipe away all tears from our eyes*** "Amen. Even 
fo, come. Lord Jefus." 
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LECTURE XIV. 

RUTH iv. 13 17, 

5^ Boaz took Ruth J andjhe was his wife : and when he 
went in unto her^ the Lord gave her conception^ and 
Jhe hare a fon. And the women /aid unto Naomi^ 
Blejfed be the Lord^ which hath not left thee this day 
without a kinfman, that his name may be famous in If 
racL And hefhall be unto thee a refiorer of thy lifiy 
and a nourijher of thine old age. For thy daughter-in^ 
laWy which loveth thee^ which is better to thee than 
fevenfons^ hath borne him. And Naomi took the childj 
and laid it in her bofom^ and became nurfe unto it. 
And the women her neighbours gave it a name ^ faying^ 
There is a fon bom to Naomi^ and they called his name 
Obed. He is the father offeffe^ the father of J^avid. 

1 HERE is an obvious r^femblance between the gen- 
eral plan of the divine providence, and the feparate 
and detached .parts of it. The life of almoft every 
good man exhibits virtue for a feafon ftruggling with 
difficulty, overwhelmed with diftrefs, but emerging, 
rifmg, triumphing at length. Through much tribu- 
lation the chriftian muft enter into the kingdom of 
God, and on his way be often in heavinefs through 
manifold temptations. It is iht wife ordinance of in- 
finite goodnefs. Oppofition roufes, calls forth the 
latent powers of the foul j. fuccefs is heightened by 

the 
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the danger to which wie were expofed^ by thr trouble 
which it ceil us, by i^e pains we took ; antecedent 
labour fweetens reft. Hience, the paflages of our own 
li^es which we moft fbndfy recolledl and relate, and 
t-hofe in the lives of others which moft deeply engage 
and intereft us, are the fcenes of deprefiion, mortifica-> 
tion and pain through which- we have paiTed. The 
perils of a battle, the hbrrors of a fhipwreck, fb dread- 
ful at the moment, become the fource of lafting joy^ 
when the tempeft has ceafed to roar, and the confufed 
noife of the warrior is huihed into filence. 

Fidion, in order to pleafe, is, accordingly, forced 
to borrow the garb of truth. The heroes fufferings, 
the lover*s folicitude and uncertainty, the parent's an* 
guifh, the patriot's conflid, are the fubjed of the dra- 
ma. When the ftup has reached her deiired haven, 
when the cloud difperfes, when the conteft is decided, 
the curtain muft drop. Periods of profperity cannot 
be the theme of hiftory. 

The vaft, general fyftem, in like manner, exhibits 
** the whole creation groaning and travailing in pain 
together :** intereft clafliing with intereft, fpirit rifing- 
up againft Ipirit, one purpofe 4efeating another, urn- 
verial nature apparently on the verge of confufion ; 
chaos and ancient night threatening to refume their 
empire : but without knowledge, defign or co-opera- 
tion, nay, in defiance of concert and co-operation, the 
whole is making a regular, fteady progrefs ; the mud- 
dy ftream is working itfelf pure ; the difcordant mafs 
is bound as in chains of adamant, the wrath of man is 
praifing God ; every fuc(:eeding era and, event is ex- 
plaining and confirming that which preceded it ; all 
is tending towards one grand confummation which 
fhall coiled, adjuft, unite and crown the fcattered 
parts, and demonftrate, to the convidion of every in- 
telligent being, that all was, is, and ihall be very good. 

Finite capacity can contemplate and comprehend 
but a few fragments at moft : and fcripture has fur- 
niftied us with a tnoft delicious one, in the little hif-^ 

tory^ 
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tory, of which I haye now read the conclufion. The 
ftory of Ruth has been confidercd, by every reader of 
tafle, as a perfed model in that fpecies of compofition. 
It will (laad the teft of the moft rigid criticifm, or 
rather, is calculated to give inftruftion and law to crit- 
icifm. With your patience I will attempt a brief an« 
alyfis of it. 

I ft. The fubjeil is great and important beyond all 
that heathen antiquity prefents : the foundation and 
eftablifhment of the regal dignity in the houfe of Da- 
vid, the type and anceftor of the Meffiah. An event 
in which not one age, one nation, one intereft is con- 
cerned, but the whole extent of time, the whole hu- 
man race, the temporal, the fpiritual, the everlafting 
interefts of mankind. What is the demolition of 
Troy, or the fettlement of .Slneas in Latium, compar- 
ed to this ? Paradife Loft itfclf muft'give place to this 
glorious opening of Paradife Regained* 

2d. Thejiory is perfeft and complete in itfelf ; or, 
as the critic would fay, has a beginning, a middle, 
and an end. Elimelech is driven by famine into ban- 
ifhmcnt, dies in the land of Moab, and leaves his fam- 
ily in diftrefs. Here the adion commences. Naomi 
and Ruth, united by propinquity, by affeftion and by 
diftrefs, ^ induced to return to Bethlehem-Judah, 
in hope or efFefting a redemption of the eftate which 
had belonged to the family, but under the preffure of 
ncceffity had been alienated.. Their reception, de- 
portment, and progrefs, form the great body of the 
piece. The marriage of fioaz and Ruth, and the 
birth of Obqd is the concluiion of it. 

3d. The conduilofthe plot is fimple, natural and eafy. 
No extraneous matter, perfonage, or event is introduc- 
ed, from firlt to laft : the incidents follow, and arife 
out of one another, without force, without effort* 
No extraordinary agency appears, becaufe none is re- 
quifite ; the ordinary powers of nature, and the ordi- 
nary courfe of things,- are adequate to the effed in- 
tended to be produced. There is no violent or fud- 
, den 
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den tranfition, but a calm, rational, progreflSve change 
from deep forrow to moderated afflidion, to compof- 
cd refignation, to budding hope, to dawning profperi- 
ty, to felicitous profecution, to partial fuccd's, to final 
and full attainment. 

The difct)very of Ruth, of her charafter, of her vir- 
tues, of her relation to Boaz, is in the fame happy ftyle 
of natural fimplicity and eafe. On her part we fee no 
indecent eagernefs to bring herfelf forward, no clamo- 
rous publication of her diftreffes or pretenfions, no af- 
feded difguife or concealment to attraft obfervation of 
provoke inquiry : on his^ there is no vehemence of 
exclamation, no haftinefs of refolution ; but in both, 
the calmnefs of good minds, the fatisiFaftion which 
confcious virtue enjoys, in the unexpeded difcovery 
of mutual attractions and kindred worth. The fitua- 
tions are interefting, affefting, governed by the laws 
of nature and probability, and confonant to every day's 
experience. 

4th. The fentiments are juft, arifing out of the fitua- 
tions, adapted to the charaders, guarded equally from 
apathy and violence. The pathetic expoftulation of 
Ruth ^ith her mother-in-law, when fhe propofed a 
feparation, is, in particular, a mafter-piece of native 
eloquence : at hearing it, the heart is melted into 
tendernefs, the tear of fympathy rulhes to the eye, na- 
ture feels and acknowledges the triumph of virtue. 
The fentiment of impaflioned forrow glows with equal 
vehemence on the lips of Naomi, and excite in the 
bofom of fenfibility, pity mingled with refpeft. In 
Boaz we praife and admire unoftentatious generofity, 
dignified condefcenfion, honeft, undifguifed affec- 
tion, a fenfe of impartial, inflexible, undeviating juf- 
tice. 

5th. The charaSers are nicely difcriminated, bold- 
ly defigned, and uniformly fupported. The grief of 
Naomi is verbofe, impetuous and penetrating ; that 
of Ruth calm, filent, melting, modeft. The plans of 
the mother are fagacious, comprchenfive j the refulf 
Vol. VI. M ^ of 
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of i'effedlon, of experience ; tjiey indicate ikill> abili- 
ty, refolution, perfevei'ance. Thofe of the daughter 
are artlefs, innocent ; the fuggeftion of the moment^ 
the eiFqfion of the heart \ indicate candour, fixKrerity, 
confcious, unblufhing, unfufpeding re&itude. 

In Boaz the ftruggk between inchnation, propriety, 
prudence and juftice is happily deHgned, and forcibly 
executed : it is a painting firom nature, and therefore 
cannot fail to pkafe. Hk opennefs and fair dealing 
alfo, as. was obfcrved in a former tedure, are finely 
eontrafted with the felfiflmefs, iniiocerity and unftead-* 
inefs of the nearer kinfman. 

The charafter of the fcrvant who was over thp reap* 
ers, though we have but a flight (ketch of it, difcovers 
the hand of a mailer, the hand of truth and nature^ 
We fee in it, the beautiful and interefting portrait of 
unabaihed, unafiuming inferiority, of authority undif- 
figured by infolence or feverity, the happy medium 
between power and dependence, the link in the fcale 
• of fociety which connects the wealthy lord with *thc 
honeft labourer,, the friend and companion of both. 

The reft of the charaders are cla&d in groups, but 
difcover a charaderiflic and decided diftindiott. We 
have the inquiiitivenefs, curiofity, hard-heartednefs 
and indifference of an idle provincial town ;: the good- 
i^ture, hofpitaUty, candour and cheerfulnefs of the 
country* 

The compliments of congratulation prefented to 
Boaz, on his. marraige, and thofe addrefled to Naomi 
bn the birth of her grandfon, clearly 4vince the dif- 
ferent train of thought and feeling which dictated 
them, and mark beyond the pofKbility of miftake the 
fex and fentim^nt of the addrefTors. In a word, the 
ideas exprefTed by the feveral charafters in this facred 
drama, are fo peculiarly their own, that no reader of 
ordinary difcernment needs to be told, who it is that 
fpeaks : the fentiments cannot poflibly be transferred 
from one to another. 

6th, The 
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6th. Th^ manners are delineated with the fame fe- 
licity of pencil. We have a faithful reprefentation of 
thofe that are permanent and founded in nature : and 
of thofe which are local and temporary. JWhen I ob<- 
ferve thefe Betblehemites flocking round the old worn* 
an and her outlandifh daughter, plying them and one 
another with queftions, circulating the leer and the 
whifper, I could fuppofe myfelf in one of the goffiping 
villages which furround this metropolis, whofe in-* 
habitants feed on rumour^ exercife no principle but 
curiofity, employ no member but the tongue, or tha 
feet, in hunting after materials for that employment. 
In the innocent feftivity, the uncomplaining toil, tha 
contented iimplicity, the una£feded benevolence, the 
unprofeffing piety of that field of reapers, I have min- 
gled a thoufand and a thoufand times. It was the 
delight of childhood, it is the unpainful, the undeprefl*-^ 
ing retrofped of age. 

We have a reprefentation equally faithful and juft 
^ cuftoms and manners which are local and tempora* 
ry ; fbme of which excite our aftoniihment, fome fhock 
our delicacy, and ibme provoke our mirth. Such 
are the modes of courtihip here defcribed, the tranf-* 
fcr of property, the forms of judicial procedure, the 
terms of familiar addrefs and friendly communication) 
and the like. Thefe, having no intrinfic moral exceU 
lence or turpitude, are the object of neither praife rxox 
cenfure. To trace their origin, or explain their na- 
ture and defign, may be an innocent amufement, but 
it were unjuflt to explode them as abfurd, or to run 
them down as ridiculous. The antiquarian will re* 
Tere them for their age, the philofopher will invefU- 
gate them as opening a new path to the knowledge 
of the human heart, the philanthropift will deal with 
tbem gently, becaufe they are the harmlefs peculiari- 
ties of his leltowocreatures, and piety will refped them 
as prefenting another view of the endleft Variety 
difcoverable in all the ways and works of the great 
Creator. , '^ ^ 
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In the permanem*maimers of mankind we fee the 
eternal iamenefs of the human mind, which no change 
of climate, times, government, education can alter j 
a famenefs ^s difcernible and as fixed as the number 
of eyes, arms and fingers. peculiar to the fpecies. In 
thofe which are local and tranfient, we behold the in- 
finite and endlefs variety of the human powers, which 
no flability and uniformity of law, inflruftion, difci- 
pline, intereft, example, can arreft and fix ; a variety 
as difcernible, as unileady, as unaccountable, as the 
different fhades of complexion, the conformation of 
feature, the meafurements of fkiture, the flu£kuations 
of thought. Every thing fatisfies, every thing con- 
founds. 

Once more, the language of this charming Kttle 
epic hiftory is plain and perfpicuous, elegant yet una- 
dorned, nervous yet chafte, fimple yet not mean or vul- 
gar. It confifls of narration and dialogue, the former 
poiTeHing the mofl exquifite degree of grace and eafe, 
the latter of vivacity and force. There is no obfcuri- 
ty of idea, no redundancy of exprefTionj no appearance 
of labour, no artful polifh, no tinfel of words, no 
difgufling tedioufnefis, no affeSed concifcnefs. Like 
the general code of fcripture, it is capable of neither 
increafe nor diminution, without fuftatuing an in- 

' But the lead merit of the piece is its excellency as 
a compofition. It forms a moft material .member of 
the great building of God, an important link in the 
chain of Providence, an interefting and inftrufitive 
chapter in the hiftory of redemption. The union of 
Boaz and Ruth can never lofe its influence, never 
fpend its force. When nature expires, and all thefe 
things are diffolved, the offspring of that pair " fhall 
ihine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and as the 
flars forever and ever.'* From that rpot behold a 
»^l)ranch has.arifen^ to which " the nations of them that 
are./(aved'* continually refort, under whofe fhadow 
they fii|fA^, whofe fruit is the fource and fupport of a 

divine 
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divine life, whofe " leaves are for the healing of the 
tiations.** Let the Jew read this facred page, and glo- 
xy in his anceftry ; let the fcholar read it, and improve 
his taft^, and extend his knowledge; let the ruftic 
read it, and prize bis humble purfuits and innocent 
delights ; let the fons of poverty and the daughters of 
afflidion read it, and ceafe from defpair, let them 
learn 'to *' truft in the Lord, and to do good ;" let the 
chriftian read it, and ** hold faft the beginning of his 
confidence,'' and *' rejoice in- hope of the glory of 
God/^ 

The laft obvious remark on the hiftory, forty I am 
to fay it, is not highly honourable to human nature. 
While Naomi was poor, and friendlefs, and forlorn, 
(he met with little fympathy, with little countenance y 
Ihe was permitted to depend for fubfiftence on the mif- 
erable, unprod4idive induflry of a woman weak and 
wretched as herfelf ; but no fooner is flie connefted 
with *^ a mighty man of wealth,'* become a mother 
to Boaz, than the whole city is feeking to her ; her 
own fex, in particular, we fee entering into all her 
feelings, flattering all her natural propenfities, accom- 
modating themfeLves to her little wifhes and defires, 
and trying to compenfate their former coldnefs and 
negleft by every art of attention, officioufnefs and 
zeal- Bafe fpirit !. bafe world ! Behold kindnefs preff- 
ed upon a man, juft in proportion as he has no need 
of it ; behold him opprefled with new friends, becaufe 
he has already got too many, carefled by thofe who 
lately knew him not, praifed and flattered to his face, 
by the very tongues which maligned and cenfured 
him in his abfence. But that man is left to continue 
poor, becaufe he is poor. He finds no fupport be- 
caufe he wants it, he ftands unbefriended becaufe he 
has no friend. Shame on the fawning fycophants 
that only flutter about in fair weather, that only fre- 
quent the manfions of the rich and great, th^t turn 
with the tide, that can defpife ragge^ povert^J^d offer 
incenfe to ermined villainy. 

LA 
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Let U8 turn ^th contempt from the fight, an4 take 
a laft parting look of one of the worthieft, befl;, hap-* 
pieft of hutean beings-^Naomi nurfing and gherifliing 
her little grandfon In her bpfom. If there be^blifs out 
earth, ihe now enjoyed ^it^ Her honeft fcbeme ha4 
fucceeded, the name of her beloved hufband was ret 
vived, and his houfe begun to be built up ^ her ami^ 
nble and beloved daughter was nobly rewarded fot 
her tendernefs and attachment ; the inheritance of 
Elimetech is redeemed, and reverted to its proper 
channel ; the wifdom and goodnefs of Providence are 
fully jufUAed, and a profped of felicity and honour is 
opened which knew no bounds. The miferies of a 
whole life are done away in one hour, converted in- 
to bleiEngs, blefiings heightened and improved by the 
memory of p^ft woes ; the name of Mara is forever 
obliterated, and the original, the fuitable, the prot 
phetic name of Naomi reftored and confirmed, Xhe 
fenfibilities of a Gr^zTi^-mother are peculiarly pure and 
delicate refpe&ing infant offering. All good womea 
are fond of children, to whomfoever they belongs 
how much more of their own, whom they bare with 
forrow, and have brought up with folicitude : but 
^^ that I ihould live to fee 'my child's child, my being 
multiplied; dropping into the grave, yet reviving 
in that infant. I feel myfelf immortal ; this babe wiU 
live to put his hand upon my eyes, and then I fliall 
» not feel the oppreflion of death ; if he furvive I can-i 
not all die.'* *' Lordf now lettefi thou thy fervant de^ 
fart in peace^for mine eyes havefeen thy fal'uationJ* 

The Spirit of God has drawn a veil over the feelings 
of the mother herfelf, and the expreifion of them, 
and left it to imagination to 6gure the felicity of Ruth 
the widow of Mahlon, the daughter of Naomi, the 
wife of Boaz, the mother of Obed, in furveying the 
changes of her life, in comparing what fhe was with 
what (he is. 

— --AnS'thus have we finifhed what was intended, in 
difcourfing on the book of Rulh. We have confkl* 
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ered it, as a beautiful, becaufe natural teprdentation 
of humsui life ; as a curious and interefting detail of 
important fade ; and as an d&ntial, conftitiihit part 
of the, plan of redentptioii. It happily connects the 
hiftofy «f the Ifraelitiih judges with that of their 
kings, and is obviouily blended with both : and while 
it demo^ftrates the care of Providence, in fulfilling the 
promifes made to Abraham, the friend of God, in 
prolonging his race, in multiplying his feed, in mak- 
ing kings to arife out of him^ it unfolds the more en- 
larged and comptehenfive purpofe of the Eternal 
Mind ; it points diredly forward to that ^^ feed in 
whom all the families of the earth (hall be bleffed ;'' 
it fhews the fubferviency of all that preceded, to the 
evangelical difpenlation $ it breathes good will to 
men. The reception of Ruth, a Gentile, within the 
pale of the church of the living God ; her advance- 
ment to honour, her participation of the privileges of 
a mother in Ifrael, are a happy prefiguration of the 
admiifion of the whole Gentile world within the bond 
of God's covenant. We fee the work of God ftiil 
going forwaard and profpering ; the work of mercy 
enlarging, eictending its fphere ; idl bending forward 
to that grand confummation, when ** Ifrael too (hall 
be faved," and the ancient people of God brought 
into a communication of the bleffings of the gofpel, 
together with ** the fulnefs of the Gentile nations ;'* 
when there fhall be ^ one jhepherd and one (heep* 
fold ;*' when Jew and Gentile (hall arife together, 
from the dead, becaufe ^^ Chrift doth give them 
life." 

The birth of Obed, the lather of Jeffe,-the father 

of David, brings the hiilory of the world down to the 

^year 2697, from the creation, and before Chrift 1307, 

and conducts us to the eve of the eftablifhment of 

kingly power in Ifrael. 

How many generations of men have pafled in re- 
view before us, in the courfe of thefe few years even- 
ing exercifes from Adam down to Boaz! What 

changes 
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changes has the audience undergone, fince firft it col* 
lected in this view ! What deep and aflFcfting changes 
will a few more feafons produce ! The turning of the 
page will prefent a new preacher, pew hearers, a dif- 
ferent plan, a different arrangement, diflFerent interefts, 
different feelings. The feparation of this night may 
be' final and permanent. We bend together, gracious 
God, with wonder and gratitude before thy throne. 
Spared. together fo many years longer, " cumberers 
of the ground** that we are ; our bodies preferved in 
health, our minds in tranquillity : bleffed with friend- 
fliip, bleft with fufficiency, bleft with the means of 
improvement, bleft with hope ! Ah, we are unworthy 
of the leaft of thy favours, and we have been diftin- 
guiflied by the choiceft and beft ! Make us to feel thy 
goodnefs and our own unworthinefs ; help us to live 
more to thy glory. As our intereft in the world di- 
minifhes, as years increafe, as grey hairs multiply, as 
friends depart, as comforts fail, as eternity advances, 
'let our faith ftrengthen, let our fpirits rife to thee, let 
ourprofpefts brighten, let ouf^ ardour after irtimortality 
kindle. The nearer we approach to thee, let our re- 
femblance to thee become more apparent ; let the fpir- 
it of heaven, the fpirit of the bleffed Jefus, be imparted 
to us, that, living and dying, we may edify the world, 
bie a bleffing .to all connefted with us, and ftill enjoy 
inward peace. And as we feparate from time to time, 
may it be in the fweet expeftation of meeting together 
in the regions of everlafting purity, love and joy. 
" The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with your 
fpirits. Amen/' 
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THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL. 



LECTURE XV. 

I SAMUEL 1. I— 8. 

Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim*zophim^ 
of Mount Ephraim^ and his name was Elkahahy the 
Jon ofjerohamj thefon of Elihu^ the f on of Tohu^ thefon 
of Zuphj an Ephrathite. And he had two wives ; the 
name of the one v;as Hannah^ and the name of the other 
Peninnah : and Peninnah had children^ but Hannah 
. had no children. And this man went up out of his city 
yearly^ to worfhip and tofacrifice unto the Lord of Ho/is 
in Shi/oh. And the two fons of Eli^ hiophni and 
Phinehas^ the priejis of the Lord^ were there. And 
when the time was that Elkafiah offered^ he gave to 
Peninnah his wife^ and to all her fons and her daugh* 
tersy portions. But unto Hannah he gave a worthy > 
portion : for he loved Hannah ; but the Lord had Jhut 
' up her womb. And her adverfary alfo provoked her 
fore ^ for to make her fret ^ becaufe the Lord bad Jhut up 
her womb. And as he didfo year bi year^ whenfhe 
went up to the houje of the Lord ; fojhe provoked her ; 
therefore Jhe wept and did not eat. T hen f aid Elkanah 
her hufband to her^ Hannah^ why weepejl thou ? And 
why eateji thou not ? And why is thy heart grieved ? 
Am not I better to thee than ten forts ? 

Similar 
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OIMILAR caufes ever have produced, and ever will 

J)rodjice fimilar eflFeds. You may fhift the fcene 
irom one age and country to another, but like beings, 
the fame fpirit, the «fame paflions and purFuits arife 
continually to view. The diflference between period 
and period, nation and nation, city and city, man and 
man, confifts merely in a few arbitrary cufloms, vari- 
ous forms of fpeech and modes of behaviour ; but 
the great principles of human nature, the great mov- 
ing fprings of human actions are univerfai and inva- 
riable. What then is fo abfurd as to tax others with 
jibfurdity, only becaufe their language^ manners or 
prejudices do not exadly coincide with our own ? 

As the principles of our nature, fo the rules of the 
divine goverhment are fimilar and uniform. The 
view§, paffions and interefts of men are the hinges on 
which the mighty engine revolves. Every little indi- 
vidual moves and ads in his own proper fphere, like 
the ilars in the firmament of heaven, but all move and 
jift together under the influence of one great com- 
manding power, which animates and dire£ts the whole^ 
Every one pofleffes, and feels, and exercifes its fepa- 
rate intelligence, and all are, at the fame time, check- 
ed, impelled, fuftained by one fupreme Intelligence 
which is above all, through all and in alU 

The jufteft and mod accurate, the moft ufeful and 
inftruftivc reprefeptations of human life and condudl 
are to be found in this divine record. The aftors in 
this facred and interefting drama, ,are perfonages of 
the very higheft diftinftion, patriarchs and prophets, 
legiflators and kings j but we are never permitted, 
for a fingle moment, to forget, that they are alfo men. 
In their form and features we behold our own image 
refleded. In the emotions by which .they were agi- 
tated, in the obje&s which they purfued, we recog- 
nize our own averfions and defires, our own pur* 
fuits and attainments, our own mortifications and fuc- 
cefs. 
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/ We are now entering on the hiftory of one of the 
greateft among the prophets, and that hiftory deline* 
lited by his own pencil. He. begins it with a defcrip-t 
tion of his fi^ther's family, previous to his own birth, 
;tnd a faithful reprefentatiop of the different charaAers 
pf which it was compofed. And this will furnifh am«> 
pie matter for the prefent Ledure, 

Elkanah, the father of Samuel, from the genealogy 
ical deduftion here prefented, was a Levite of the 
lamily of the Kphathites, and is denominated a man 
of Ramathaim-^ophim, of Mount Ephraim, from hid 
being born or refiding at that city. 

Men of eminence, as has often been obferved, com 
fer celebrity on cities and countries ; but poor is that 
inerit which is derived from no other fource but a 
inan's parents^ge, or the place of his birth. The Le« 
vitical tribe wa$ Scattered over the whole <:ountry, and 
during the diforderly times which fucceeded the death 
of Jofhua, their refidence and their fervices feem to 
have been regulated by no certain and fixed ftandard. 
His anceftors for many generations are mere names 
in the hifloric page ; fhadows without a fubftance ; 
and he himfehF borrows the fame and luftre in which 
he is tranfmitted to us, from the reputation, ability and 
diftin&ion of his nobler fon ; whofe children, in their 
turn, fm^ into in&my, and thence into oblivion. 

The firft article in Elkanah's domeftic economy 
prefented to our conftderatioUt is an imputation upon 
his wifdom, if not upon bis piety. *' He had two 
wives/' Polygamy, or a plurality of wives, was a 
pradice at that time indeed connived at, but no 
where, and at no period, fandioned by ^ law : a prac- 
tice not indeed condemned by ftatutes and punifh^ 
ments, but fufficiently condemned by effefts and con- 
fequences. It is of very little importance to inquire 
whether it be forbidden, if it can be proved unreaionr 
able, unwife, inexpedient. And for fuch proof w^ 
have but to recur to the domeftic hiftory of Abraham, 
of Jacob, of £lkaJ(Lah, and of every family in which it 
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jprevailed. Hannah was probably the prior wife, and 
it U prefumable that the difappointment of not having 
children by her fuggefted the , hazardous experiment 
of a double marriage ; and the iffue demonftrated that 
every deviation from the* path of reftitude leads di- 
redly to its own chaftifement. 

The mortification of Hannah, already too much to 
bear, is grievoufly embittered by the affumption of a 
rival in the afFedion of her hufband, and becomes in- 
tolerable by the fruitfulnefs of that rivaL And thus, 
by one ill-advifed ftep, all the parties are rendered un- 
happy, anfl that without any high degree of criminali- 
ty on any fide. Elkanah*s peace is inceflantly difturb- 
cd by the mufUal jealoufy, and bitlernefs, and ftrife 
of thofe conjoined, who feparately might have con- 
tributed to foothe and foften the cares of life. The 
pleafure of having children is marred and impaired 
to Peninnah, by the ill-difguifed partiality of the father 
of her children, to another. The mifery of barren- 
nefs is dreadfully aggravated to Hannah, by the cruel 
mocking and taunts of her mcrcilefs adverfary. And 
what became of the children all the while ? Were they 
likely to be well and wifely educated, afnidft all thefe 
domeftic jarrings ? Hated and oppofed by more than 
a ftep-mother's rancour, fpoiled by the over indulgence 
of maternal tendernefs, ftriving to qompenfate that 
rancour and hatred; fecrctly careffed, openly neg- 
leded by an embarraffed father, who was now afraid 
to exprefs, and now to conceal the honeft emotions 
of nature. It is not vice only that deftroys human 
comfort. And if mere imprudence involves a man 
in fo many difficulties and diftrefFes, how dreadful 
muft it be to bear continually in one's bofom the 
burning coal of an ill confcience. 

Happily for Elkanah and his houfe, family difcord 
did not extinguifli family reUgion ; he went up regu- 
larly with all his houfehold to worfliip the Lord at Shi- 
loh, at the great yearly feftivals. The law command- 
ed the attendance of the males only, on fuch occa- 
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lions J but whether it were that a higher fenfe of pie- 
ty induced him to appear before Jehovah rejoicing 
Vfith all that were his, or whether he hoped to allay 
the ferment of fierce and angry fpirits, in the foul- 
compofing exercifes of devotion, both his wives at- 
tended him to the fervice of the fanduary^ and fat 
down together with him at the faccrifice of peace-oflfer- 
ing. It was wifely and well intended, the fire of ma- 
lignity fades and- dies in prefence of the pure flame of 
love divine, as material fire is abforbed and extinguifli- 
ed whdn expofed to the rays of the glorious orb of 
day. It was well intended, had he not realon to hope 
that Hannah would forget her mifery, and Peninnah 
her pride in the prefence of God ; that the power of 
religion, and the profpefts of immortality might haply 
unite thole whom paffion and intereft had fever- 
ed. But if fuch were his intention, he fucceed- 
ed not. And that he fucceeded not, is to be 
imputed, in part, to his own weaknefs. The be- 
loved wife muft be diftinguiflied by a " worthy por- 
tion," and to render it more infulting, at a public fef- 
tival, and before envious, watchful eyes, thofe pf Pe- 
ninnah, and her fons and daughters. Thus, through 
fome mixture of folly in ourfelves, through the crafti- 
nefs and malignity of another, or through fome unto- 
wardnefs of arrangement, over which we had no pow- 
er, and neither could forefee nor prevent, the beft 
defigns mifcarry, medicine is converted into poifon, 
and religion is made a miniiter of wrath and unrigh- 
teoufnefs. 

Who does not here recoUeft a certain " coat of ma- 
ny colours,'* which coft fo dear to him who gave, and 
to him who wore it ? Who is not warned to guard 
againft, or at leaft to conceal partial affeftions, where 
claims are equal ? Who does not feel the importance 
of bringing tp the altar of God, a fpirit elevated above 
all temporal confiderations ! 

Not only was the good-natured intention of Elka- 
nah fruitrated, but the worfhip of God was profaned ; 

and 
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and wretched indeed muft be the ftate of that family, 
where religion not only fails to conciliate, but tends 
to alienate, irritate and inflame. ^'Elkanah loved 
Hannah, but the Lord had Ihut up her womb.*'—* 
The abfence of one defired blefling renders the poflef« 
iion of a thoufand others taftelefs and infipid. The 
moderating hand of eternal Providence redifies the 
diforders, and counterads the violence, of human 
paffion ; preferves the balance from a preponderancy 
too great, or too lafting, on either fide ; and condu&s 
all to the happieft iiTue at length. 

But an evil which comes immediately from heaven 
is by that very confideration rendered both tolerable 
and falutary. The Lord can do nothing but what \% 
right ; in wxstth he remembers love ; " he afflifts not 
willingly nor grieves the children of men, not for his 
pleafure, but their profit.'* But alas, there was nun- 
gled in Hannah's cup, an ingredient which converted 
the whole into wormwood and gall ; ^^ her adverfary 
alfo provoked her fore for to make her fret, beeaufe' 
the Lord had ihut up her womb.** What reliih bad 
now the double portion, though the token of a fond 
hufband's unabated kindnefs? The infuking words 
and looks of her pitilefs ^ adverfary*' are as vinegar 
upon nitre. How dreadful to luve a calamity which 
was inceffimtly, though fecretly preying upon her vi- 
tals, inceiTantly thrown in her teeth ; home renxlered 
a burthen ; the place of facrifice, a habitation of dis- 
cord ; fire fnatched with unhallowed hands from the 
altar of Jehovah to kindle the gloomy fire of hell! 
There needs no tormenting fiend to afcend from the 
bottomlefs pit, armed with fcorpionr, to plague and 
torture wretched mortals j fee, the/ are armed like 
furies one againfi another, they exult in one another's 
pain ; relentlefs, remorfelefs, they ^' fay not it is 
enough." 

Dreadful to think, this angry vengeful fpirit con- 
tinued to agitate and torment thefe unhappy women 
i|pr many years together } and what is hell, but a fta€€ 
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of unabating, gf owing ammofity and hatred ? *^ As 
he weat up year by year, when fhe went up to the 
houfe of the Lord, fo flie provoked her.'* In fe-^ 
male bofopis can fuch malignity dwelt ? Ah, what fo 
bad as the good corrupted, perverted ! Behold a ran- 
cour which no time could enfeeble, no fenfe of ihame 
reftrain, 5nd which the facrednefs of the fanduary 
ferved only to emtbitter and inflame ! Can it be pofli* 
ble, merciful Father, can it be poffible, that fuch a 
fell fpirit ihould ever have Accompanied any of us to 
thy houfe of prayer ? Can *' the fame tongue utter 
bleffing and curfmg V* Dare we fay " we love God, 
whom we have not feen, while we hate" or defpife ^' a 
brother" a fitter " whom we have feen ?" *' Search 
me, O God, and know my heart : try me, and know 
my thpughts i.and fee if there be any wicked i?^ay in 
in6, and lead me in the way eyerlafting."* 

It is greatly to thf honour of Hannah, that all this 
cruel and infulting treatment drew from her no in- 
decent return* Though grieved in fpirit, provoked, 
fretted beyond all enduring, we hear of no furious 
appeal to the partial tendernefe of her hufband, no 
railing for railing, no rafh maledidion, no furious 
threatening of revenge. It is not eafy to govern the 
fpirit \ it is not l&lways poffible to command the tem- 
per under offence and infult ; but the tongue is in 
every one's power, improper words admit of no de- 
fence, and rag^ is but a poor apology for abufe and 
blafpbemy. But (he . pines away in iilent forrow. 
" She wept, and did not eat.*' Thefe feafons of re-* 
joicing before the Lord, thefe times of refrefliing to 
every other ;^\ughter of Ifrael, were to her ^ days of 
he^vinefs and woe. What fignifies a large portion to 
one who has n*. appetite ? What is the profperity of 
her peopb; te one, who, like a dried branch, is cut off 
from all iatereft in poftcrity, who^ fees the name and 
honours of ke4 beloved hufband pafling away to the 
children of another, the children of one who hated 

her? 
* Pfal^ cxxxix. 23> 24. 
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her ? Alas, the fpirit of devotion itfelf is checked and 
repreffed by 'the inceffant, unrelenting' ftirtgs of envy 
and jealoufy ; life is become a burden to her. 

The deep affliftion with which (be vJ^as ovarwhelmcd , 
could not efcape the attentive eyes of Elkanah. 
Though her tongue faid nothing, her eyes, her tears, 
her dejeftion, her abftinence, her fighs betrayed abun- 
dantly the anguifh of her foul. " Then faid Elkanah 
her hufband to her, Hannah why weepeft thou, and 
why eateft thou not, and why is thy heart grieved ? 
Am not I better to thee than ten fons ?" To what dif- 
trefs has the good man reduced himfelf? Now he 
feverely feels the effeft of his own imprudence, and 
laments his having* tried the dangerous experiment, 
which robbed him of all domeftic quiet, difturbed 
the feftivity of the folemn rendezvous at Shiloh, and 
threatened to produce one day fome tragical event in 
his family. 

Sympathy, if it does not wholly difpel our miferies, 
pours at leaft a temporary balm into the wound, and 
*' foothes pain for a while." Hannah becomes com- 
pofed, and the feaft is concluded. There is ftill one 
refuge left for the miferable, one remedy againft def- 
psSr, one friend able and ready to help in every time 
of trouble; and our eyes with complacency follow 
the mourner, not into her fecret retirement, to fpend 
her forrow in unavailing tears, or to curfe the day in ' 
which fhe was born ; not into the round of giddy dif- 
fipation, to drown refleftion and anxiety, in the poi- 
foned chalice of intemperate mirth and jollity ; but to 
the place of prayer, but to the door of mercy, but to 
the dawn of hope. 

We fhall prefehtly find, that what related to the 
externals of God's worfhip was at that time but badly 
'condufted in Ifrael, the "fons of Eli were fons of 
Belial,'* they " knew not the Lord/' But be the 
minifter who x he will, the word and fervice of God 
cannot be rendered of none cfFeft- Not only the 
fpirit of piety, but a fenfe of common decency was 

now 
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now loft in the Levidcal priefthood : when it pleafed 
God to make this very afflided woman, the means in 
his hand, t|^reftore the dignity, purity and importance 
of the iacyed fun£tion, to revive the decayed interefls 
of religion, and to bring forward the great events 
which ar^fo intimately connefted with the things 
which belong to our everlaftjng peace. 

When we look into human life, whether as exhibit- 
ed on the hallowed page of infpiration, or by our own 
obfervation and experience, we fhall find that moft of 
the ^^ ills which flefh |is heir to^' may ealily be traced 
up to fome imprudence, heedlefsnefs, or tranfgreffion 
of the man himfelf, who, before he was aware, found 
himfelf involved in difficulties and diflrefl*es the liative 
effects of his own mifcondu£t, but which he forefaw 
not,/ apprehended not, and which he never could in- 
tend* I know how poor a confolation it is, to tell a 
man, **you have nobody but yourfelf to blame,** and 
to upbraid him with the warning which you gave him, 
and he would not take ; but it is not, for that, ufelefs 
for one to difcover the fource, caufe and progrefs of 
his calamity. The cafe muft be bad indeed, or his 
eyes muft have been opened very late, or his *' heart 
hardened . through the deceitfulnefs of fin,** if he 
cannot turn to fome good account the reflexions of 
maturer judgment, the admonitions and chaftifement 
of experience, .the pain and remorfe of an ill con- 
fcience, or the miftakes and wanderings of a good one. 

—There are fteps in condud which are irretrieve- 
able, and therefore ought not to be tampered with. 
The exceffive ufe of the moft wholefome food, will 
at length overwhelm the ftrongeft conftitution ; the 
occafional application of what is doubtful or unwhole- 
fome may undermine or wafte it, but poifon is certain 
death ; and the fagacity of a brute, the underftanding 
of a child, is fufEcient to diftinguifh between poifon 
and food, perhaps not between poifon and medicine. 

—To how many gracious, focial, civil and moral 
purpofes, may not the wife and proper ufe of religious 
Vol. VI. N fervices 
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fervices be applied ? The man wfeo has performed with 
underftanding and feeling the devotions of the chfetj will 
iffue from it in a higher ftate of preparati^ for eveiqr 
duty of life. Filled with veneration for hi^ heavenly 
Father, ** who feeth," and with whom he has been con- 
ver/ing '^in fecret," he breathes good wi^ to maa. 
The emotions of every unkind, ungentle, unjuft affec- 
tion are ftifled, extinguifhed, forgotten. • The princi- 
ples of benevolence and benignity have acquired new 
life and energy* He is difpoied to meet the ills of life 
with more firmnefs and fortitude, and to enjoy its bleff- 
i^igs with a more exquifite relifh. Hannah having 
poured out her foul to God, ** went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more fad." The de- 
votion of the morning will prove the beft afliftant to- 
ward Gondufting the bufinefs of the coming day ; and 
that of the evening, the happieft review and-improve- 
ment of the pali. From him who habitually begins 
and ends every thing -with God, you may reafonably 
expeft, the fruits of a good and honed heart, ^* fpeech 
alway with grace, feafoned with falt,**^ and order ia 
condua, more than from other tnenr more works of 
mercy, more fair dealing, more fteadinefs in friend- 
ftip ; and lefs of the rancour of oppofition, lefs of 
the felf-fufEciency of pride, lefs of the nlalignity of 
envy ; for the love of God abforbs all thefc bal^l> 
malignant fires, s - '^ 

The devotions of the family^ in l&e mahner,' produce 
the happieft eflfefls within that fpherc How foothing, 
how cementing, how conciliating they are t Does com- 
mon calamity prefs ? It is alkviated, it is fanftified, it 
is done away, when the ** care is caft upon God," when 
the burthen is transferred to a Father in heaven, wha 
ftands engaged to remove it, or to render it a blefling. 
Is domeftic profperity abounding, increafmg ? What 
an additional luftre, value, fweetnefs does it derive 
from union, from piety, from a common fenfe of obli- 
gation and dependence ? Have ofFijnees come ? Has 
peace been difturbed I Are the bonds which united 
• ' • hufband 
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huiband aad wife, parent and child, brother and brothr 
er, n]tafter and fervant, unhappily broken? The mo* 
loent that the healing addrefs^ '^ Our Father v^ho art 
in heaven,*' reaches the ear, every foul is peace, the 
fpirit of love pervades the whole, and the voice of 
difcord is heard no more. When pardon is implor- 
ed from him whom all have offended, the ftony heart 
relents, melts, forgives, for he needs to be forgiven. 

The influence of public worjhip likewife, where it 
has not degenerated into mere form, is the ftrongeft 
cement of fociety. It ferves to confolidate men of va- 
rious ranks and conditions, with their feveral talents 
and abilities, into one compadt, efficient, well-organ- 
ized body, ready to ad with one heart and one foul, in 
the caufe of God and their country. Little fhades of 
difference, in men truly good, will unite inftead of 
disjoining. Our great national afTemblies are obliged, 
by law, to open their fittings for public bufmeii, by 
a£ts of public devotion. The reafon and intention of 
the law, and of the pradice founded upon it, are 
abundantly obvious. If the effed does not follow to 
the extent that might be wifhed — it mufl be conclud- 
ed, that thevdevotional part of the fitting is negleded j 
that formally has extinguifhed the flame ; or that 
diflPerence of religious fentiment, or what is ftill worfe, 
indiflference to" all religion, mar and weaken, and dif- 
trad the whole. The prevalency ^of a worldly fpirit 
mifft at lengfii prove fatal to piety, and when piety is 
gone, public fpirit is on the decline, and will not long 
furvive. 

— But we ha^ in the hiflory under review, a melan- , 
choly inftance of what frequently happens to this day, 
and under a happier difpenfation of religion — ^feafons 
and places of devotion perverted into the inftruments 
of kindling and exercifing the ungracious, the unfo- 
cial, the unkind aflfedions. How often is the fandua- 
ry of God profaned, by being maij^ the fcene of dif- 
playing the rivalfliip of beauty, drefs, equipage, rank 
and affluence ? The humbling fervices pf -^ meek 
N 2 . ^ « and 
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and lowly Jefus, are unnaturally forced into the.min- 
ifters of pride and vain-glory. The tranquillity of the 
day of facred reft, and its gentle, peaceful employments, 
give a birth, which they deteft and difclaim, to the 
whifper of envy, and the noife of* ihoider. The feaft 
of love is difturbed, the facrifice of peace is defiled by 
the impure daws of harpies ; and ^^the houfe of prayer 
is turned into a den of thieves." *' Surely, my belov- 
ed brethren, thefe things ought not fo to be.** 

—Happily for us, the influence of the gofpel, and 
the laws of our country, and the fpirit of the times, 
{)revent the practice which threw Elkanah's family in- 
to fuch a flame; and which, whereever it bas prevailed, 
has been produftive of confiifion and every evil work. 
May a purer religion, and wifer inftitutions, and a 
more enlightened fpirit produce a more perfeft morali- 
ty, promote domeftic happinefs, and extend a^d fecure 
national profperity. 

We now proceed farther to unfold, from the facred 
hiftory, the charad;er and conduft of Hannah ; earn- 
eftly praying, that with " all'* the reft of " fcripture," 
which •* is given by infpiration of God,** it may prove 
profitable for doctrine, and for reproof, and for cor- 
rection, and for inftru&ion in righteoufnefs/* 
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THE MOTHER OF SAMUEJL. 



LECTURE XVI. 

f, SAMUEL L 9*— 1 8. 

So Hannah rofe vp after they bad. eaten in Shil^,j and afr 
ier they had drank. jNow EH the priejifai upon a feat 
by a po/i of the temple of the Lord. Andjbe was in 
bittemefs of foul^ and prayed unto the Lordy and wept 
fore. Andfhis powed a vow^ and faid^ Lord of 
hoflsy if thou wilt indeed look on the affiiElion.of thine 
handmaid J and remember me, and not forget thine hand^ 
maid J but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man-child^ 
then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life^ and there Jhall no razor come upon his head. And 
it came topafs asjhe continued praying before the Lord^ 
that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah^ Jhefpake 
in her hearty only her lips movedy but her voice was not 
heard: therefore MH thought ^e had been drunken. 
And Elifaid unto hery How long wilt thou be drunken ? 
put awai thy wine from theep And Hannah anfwered 
andfaiiy Noy my Lord, lam a woman of a forrowful 
fpirit : I have drank neither wine nor ftrong drink^ but 
have poured out my foul before the Lord. Count' not 
thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial : for out of 
the abundance of my complaint and grief have I fpoken 
hitherto. Then Eli anfwered and faidy Go in peace : 
and the God of Jfrael grant thee thy petition that thou 

haji 
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hajl ajked of bim. And Jhe faid^ Let thine handmaid 
find ^ace in thy fight* So the woman went her way^ 
and did eatj and her countenance was no morefad^ 

X HE fupport and the confolations adminiftered by 
religion, are adapted to the nature and neceflities of 
man. The exercifes which it prefcribes arife out of 
the circumftances and events 6f human' life ; and the 
being and perfe6Uons of God prefent themfelves to us 
according as we pafs from one condition to another. 
There are. comforts which no one but God c6uld have 
beftowed : there is wretchednefs which God only can 
relieve. Hence the foul rifes direftly to the Giver of 
all good in tranfports of gratitude, and cleaves to him 
when every other refuge fails. Hence, all that it 
known by the name of prayer, is at once the voice of 
nature, the refult of reafon, and a dilate of religion. 
What is the confeffion of the penitent, but the trem- 
bling hope of a guilty creature toward the God of 
mercy, fleeing from the judgment of unrelenting, un- 
forgiving man ; from the perfecution of an awakened, 
an accufing confcience, to a proclamation of peace and 
pardon from heaven ? What is the refignation of the 
patient, but a devout acknowledgment of unerring 
wifdom, which does all things well,, and afflifts in lov- 
ing-kindnefs ? What is the cry of diftrefs, but an ap. 
. peal, to omnipotence for that affiftance which the pow- 
ers of nature cannot beftow ? What is adoration, but 
the foculties of an intelligent being loft in the con- 
tei:ip!ation of infinite ,perfeaion ? Even the ra(h and 
impituis appeals to Heaven, which are uttered by^the 
thoughilelis and profane, demonftrate, that piety and 
prayer are founded in the very conftitution of our na- 
tur^. Why does that blafphemer take the name of 
the Lord God in vain ? why fwears he by the great 
and rerrible name of Jehovah ? why is his imprecation 
fanciioned by that trenlendous fignature? why are the ^ 
einorions of anger, of pain, of furprife, of joy, enforc- 
ed by the names and attributes of Deity ? The wretch 
^ who 
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^o thus tramples on hia law, infults his a!uthority, 
defies his power, is in thcfe very ads of horror paying 
an involuntary homage to the God of truth and juf- 
^ce, and obliquely confefles that divine perfe&ion 
which he has the boldnefs to violate. 

We turn from the dreadful praSice with holy in- 
.dignation^ to contemplate the defponding mourner 
feeing for Ted and relief in the bofom of a Father and 
a God ; and to learn leffons of piety, and derive nour- 
ifhment to hope, from the eacperience of others. 

\^e have feen the diforder of a family in Ifrael oc- 
cafioned by the foolifhnefs of man ; we are now to 
confider that difordicr refl:ified, and turned into a 
Jource of domeftic joy and public felicity through the 
wifdom and goodnefs of God. The folemnity of the 
yearly facrifice, and the cheerfulnefs of the feaft, had 
been continually embittered and deftroyed to Hannah 
by refledioaon her ftate of approach among the daugh- 
ters of Ifrael, and the mercilefs infults of b(£r rival aind 
adverfary. The kind attentions, and affedionate re- 
monftrances of a beloved hufband, foothe for a mo- 
ment, but cannot remove the anguiih that preyed 
.upon heart. She looks with impatience through the 
tedioufnefs of the entertainment, to the hour of re- 
tirement ; and, as foon as decency permits, fhe ex- 
changes the houfe of mirth fgr the houfe of prayer. 

" If any one is afflicted let him pray.** And who 
is not ready to give teftimony to the falutary influence 
ef this haUowed employment? The fuppliant thus 
diiburthens the mind of a load, before intolerable ; 
the^ effufion of tears cools and refreflies the heart. 
Prayer does not always bring down the grace that is 
foUcited, but verily it has produced its efFed, when 
the fpirit is moulded into the will of the Moft High. 
Prayer prevails not to obtain that particular blefling, 
but behold it is crowned with another and a greater 
benefit. The expefted good comes not exaftly at the 
time and in the way it was entreated, but it is convey- 
ed at the moft proper feafon, and in the fitteft way ; 

and 
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aaid how much is the enjoyipejji: heightened and fweet- 
ened by the delay ! Thus, whether the wreftler ** as 
a prince has power with God, and prevails," or by a 
touch is made fenfible of his weaknefs and inferior- 
ity, God is glorified, and the divine life is promoted 
in him. 

• The memoirs of this good woman's life compre- 
hend but "a very fliort period, a few years at moft. 
Herein confifts one of the excellencies of • the facred 
writings. Other biographers drag you with them in- 
to dry, uninterefting details of events which had 
much better been forgotten. You are wearied out 
with the laborious difplay of childiih prattle, th^ pre- 
tended prognoftic of future eminence, or the doting^ ! 
imperfeft, diftorted recolleftions of a wretched old 
man who has outlived hynfelf. There are in truth 
very few particulars in any man's life worthy of being 
recorded ; and of thofe who really have lived, a very 
Ihort memoir indeed will ferve all the valuable pur- 
pofes of hiftory. 

Every thing of importance for us to know refpeft- 
ing Hannah is what related to the birth of her fon 
Samuel ; and to that accordingly the fcrjpture account 
of her is confined. She is the fourth, ts far as we 
recolleck, on the face of the facred hiftory, reprefented 
in nearly fimilar circumftances, and flie is not the 
leaft refpeftable of the four. " Sarah laughed," ftag- 
gering at thie promife of God through unbelief. 
Rebekah feems to have borne her trial with liftleff- 
nefs and indiflFerence ; and Rachael, irritated with " a 

her's, lofes all fenfe of ftiame and deceijcy, and ex- ^ I 

claims, *^ Give me children, elfe I die." Hannah feels ^^ " 
her calamity as a woman, deplores it as a woman, ^ 
and feeks deliverance from it w one who believed in 
the power and grace of God. 

Obferve*the more delicate fliades in her charafter. 
She rofe not up till " after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after they had drunk." She had patience and 
felf-gpvernment fufficient to carry her without any ap- ^ '; 

parent i 
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Earent difquietude, through the formalities of a pub-^ 
c aOfembly, which muft have been very painful, irk- 
L fome, and difgufting to her. She would rather con- 

p ftrain herfelf, than make others uneafj ; and pine in 

I fecret, rather than permit her private griefs to fpread 

a gloom over the innocent communications of fociety. 
Tell me, if you will, that the remark is frl'^'olous, and 
the dodrine linedifying* I fhall neither f^l jftortified 
nor complain, provided you permit me to think that 
nothing is^ frivolous that tends to unfold the excel- 
lence and importance of the female character, and 
nothing unedifying which ferves to improve the bet- 
ter part of our fpecies in the knowledge of the means 
whereby both their refpe&ability and import- 
ance may be efFedually promoted. I repeat it 
therefore confidently, that Hannah is *here repre- 
fented as exemplifying a hard lefibn, but one of high 
importance to all ner fex. Who does not know, my 
female friends, that your condition and place in focie- 
ty necefTarily fubjeft you to many cruel privations, 
many mortifying conftraints? What heart but fympa- 
thizes with you, obliged, as you are, to bear and to 
forbear,. in patience and filence, and to pt^dife pain- 
ful duty, without fo much as the poor rewarj^ i^ np- 
tice and approbation. But truft me, you have oftoS^ 
when you little think of it, the admiration and efteem 
of the more attentive and judicious ; you have the 
fweet confolation of reflecting that you are endeav- 
ouring to aft w^ell ; you can look up in humble hope 
to that God who feeth in fecret ; who obferves and 
records what the world overlooks or forgets. 

How pitiable, on the other hand, are thofe unhappy 
femaleSy who dream of deriving confequence from 
vexing and difturbing all around them, by perpetual- 
ly bringing forward their perfonal vexations, as if the 
4 .^ world had nothing to mind but them, and their real 
or imaginary grievances. 

But this, as was faid, is only a (hade in the charac- 
ter ; the great, ftriking feature, ijr a fervid, importu- 
if nate. 
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nittj afpiriag fpirit of devotiosu Sigha and teais are 
the language of nature linking under its own woe^ of 
a ^^ heart that knows its ovn bittemefs ;'* pxayer i$ 
the language of faith in» and liope tow:ard G^od^ the 
exertion erf a foul ftruggUng to get free, cafting its bur- 
den upon the Lord, and acquiring ftrength nroip ex^ 
crcife. There i^ a beautiful a9d ;siffeding copioufheTs 
fai her eicpfreflioa. She a(idre;flres God as the Lord of 
nniverial nature, who ^^ doth according to his will, in 
the armies df heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth ;^' as ^^ the Lord of Hofts,'' who has all crea«- 
tui-es, all events in his hand and at his difpolaL The 
repetitioa of the word ^* handmaid'' is emphatical, 
and powerfully expreflf^ her humility, fubmiifion, and 
fenfe of dependence; and it is humility that lends ear 
ergy to every other principle of the divine lifep 
^^ From the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeakr 
cth,** and accordingly we find her diverTifying her pe- 
tition into all the various modes of addre& ; ^' If thou 
wilt indeed look on my aiflidion, and remember me, 
and not forget me. Is this the vain repetition of the 
hypocrite, who thinks he.fliall ^^be beard for bis 
much fpeaking ?" O no, it is the honeft effiifion of 
a heart filled with its objeft, perfifting in the purfuit, 
and rifing gradually into confidence of fuccefs. It 
is a iiappy anticipation of the Saviour's dodrine,. 
^ that men ought to pray always, and not to faint :" 
a happy example of clearnefs and precifion in the fub- 
jeft matter of prayer, of confidence in, and reliance 
on the Hearer of prayer, of holy refolution to make 
a fuitable return to prayer heard, accepted, and an- 
fwered. 

But what was here the exprefiion of a devqut, a 
praying fpirit ? The noife of the Pharifee, the pomp 
of words, the corrednefs that courts the applaufe of 
men ? No, but the ardour of a gracious Ipirit which 
neglefts forms, which never thinks of appearance, or 
the opinion of others, which, occupied with God, over, 
looks man, What*need of virords, to him who reads 

the 
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the fecret reccffcs of the heart, who hears the half- 
breathed figh of the prifoner in his dungeon, who col- 
le£bs the falling tears of the mourner, aQd has already 
granted the pious requeft before it is formed in the anx^ 
ious breaft ? Strong inward emotion will of neceflSty im- 
print itfelf on the external appearance. The voice may 
be fupprefTed, but the features will fpeak ; what buOi- 
cl will confine the lightning of. the eye ? the lips will 
move involuntary ; the hands will raUe themfielves to 
heaven, without an admonition from vanity, and the 
bofom will fwell to make room for the expanding 
heart, though no eye is prefent to fee it, and regardlefs 
whether there be or no. 

How equivocal are the ligns of human palfions, and 
bow liable to miitake is the moil difcerning human 
eye ? What was in the fight of God an indication of 
faith believing againfl hope, of a fervent piety which 
totally abforbed the fenfes, of a heavenly mind which 
rapt the very body up to the throne of God, is, in 
the fight of Eli, the diforder of a diftcmpered brain, 
the effeft of excefs, the lowefl, the mofl deplorable, 
the mofl difgufling exhibition of degraded humanity. 
Alas, the . good man, as we fhall prefently find, had 
** a beam in his own eye ;''* and thereby was led to 
difcern " a mote" in that of another, where there was 
none. In refleding on the rafh judgments of men, 
the choice of David, when in a great flrait, prefTes it* 
felf upon us with redoubled force ; " Let me fall now 
into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are great ; 
and let me not fall into the hand of man/* " If God 
juflifieth, who is he that condemneth ?" But ah ! what 
fignifies thi applaufe of the world to him who is con- 
demned of his own co^fclence, and who trembles eve- 
ry hour at thought of the righteous judgment of 
God! 

I like the defence of Hannah almofl as well as her 
prayer ; it argues confcious innocence and integrity. 
Not a fingle particle of gall enters into her reply, not 
even a particle of honeft heat soicf indignation, at an 

imputation 
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imputation fo odious* > A female charged with a 
breach of decency fo grofs as excefs of wine, and not 
break out into a flame ! Ah, her calmnefs and temper 
refute fufEciently the infamous afperfion, infinitely 
better than a torrent c^ intemperate abufe iJlrould have 
done. I-Jow 'calm, how beautiful, how lovely, how 
dignified is innocence ! It feeks the light, it fhrinks 
not from the eye of infpection, it defies calumny, and 
wraps itfelf up ill its own pure mantle 5 but difdains 
not, at the fame time, fo fatisfy the honefl inquiry, 
and to remove the hafty fufpicion of true goodnefs ; 
it is always ready to render a reafon, always ready to 
prevent its good from b^g evil fpoken of. 

The conduQ: of Eli isip(imriable in two ppints of 
view- Obferving, as he thought, the temple of the 
Lord profaned, and the female charafter difhonoured, 
he honeflly fpeaks out his fufpicion and cenfure to the 
party concerned ; inllead of whifpering them in the 
ear of a third pcrfon ; and thereby affords an oppor- 
tunity of explanation, and of coming to a right under- 
ftanding : and, once fatisfied of his having been mif- 
taken, he retradts his hafty judgment, and exchanges" 
reprehenfion into ble.ffi%, and fupplicates Heaven in 
favour of her whom he nad rafhiy condemned. 

To what a happy ferenity is the mind of Hannah 
now reftored i She has poured out her foul before 
the Lord, and vindicated her innocence to man. The 
tranquillity and joy of her fpirit fhine in the whole of 
her outward deportment ; her countenance brightens 
up, file partakes in the feftivity of the feafon, and *' is 
no more fad." What a difl'erent figure does the fame 
man prefent to the eyes of the world, inflamed with 
rage, torn with envy, ftung with remorfe, diftrafted 
with anxiety, degraded with' debauchery ; or with a 
vifaqe beaming benevolence, eyes animated with love, 
a form firm and ered from confcious integrity. 

Would you wilh to appear to" advantage before 
others, take care to cleanfe the infide of the cup. Pu- 
rify thyfelf " from ^11 filthincfs of the fpirit/' Let 

order 
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order and peace reign within ; no artiiicial daabing 
applied on the outfide, no fplendour or elegance of 
apparel, no ftudied arrangement of the features^ will 
do it half fo well. 

Looks and appearance are perhaps of inferior con- 
fequence to one fex, but they are of. much to the 
other. With fome, appearance is all in alL In i|iat 
view, it is not eafy to imagine the effeft which the in- 
ward temper and chara&er produce. Beauty be- 
comes perfeft uglinefs, and infpires nothing but dif- 
guft, from the moment that the face begins to wear 
the traces of pride, cbntempt, envy, fury or infolence. 
On the other hand, be a^^ed, that a very homely 
external may be impromjUjn,to perfeS: lovelinefs, by 
affability, gentIene&,^ben^olence, companion, and, 
above all, by a fpirit of genuine piety, the parent of 
every grace. If there be a human being that really 
deferves the name of angel, a term, for the moft part^ 
moft vilely proftituted, it is a fehfible woman defcend- 
ing irom the temple, or iffuing from her clofet, to en« 
ter with compofednefs, fweetnefs and fatisfa£fcion on 
the employments of her humble, but important ftation 
in human life. 

It was through the diforcfer 5f a divided family,, it 
was through the woe of an aiHided woman, it was 
amidfl the corruptions of a degenerate church and a 
disjointed ftatc, that God was pleafed to raife up a 
prophet, a prieft, a judge in Ifrael to ftem the torrent, 
to reftore the loft dignity of religion, to fave a finking 
nation. When events flow in an even channel, when 
the powers of nature produce their effeft in an uni- 
form tenor, a blind chance, an irrefiftible fate, or an 
unintelligent arrangement receives the homage, which 
is due only to fovereign wifdom, and all-comprehen- 
five beneficence. For this reafon, God fometimes 
permits the great machine as it were to fland ftill, 
that men may obferve by what hand it la ftopt, and by 
M'hat hand it is 'put in motion again, 

liaac. 
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Ifaac, Jacob, Samfon, Samuel, four of the mod 
eminent among the types of the great Reftorer of fall* 
en man, were introduced into the world, through the 
agonies of defponding nature, through the exercife of 
undaunted faith, and the unwearied importunity of 
prayer and fupplication. They were the fucceflive 
lights of the world, each in his day ; aad having eve- 
ry one fulfilled hi& day, were fucceilively extinguiih- 
ed. The great Light of the world has arifen, the flars 
dilappear, the ihadows are fied away. Patriarchs and 
prophets bring their glory, and lay it at his feet, a 
voice from heaven proclaims, ** This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleafed, hear Him.'' 

— Let not the apparently declining ftate of any in* 
tereft preach defpair ; for every evil has its remedy, 
except defpair. That caufe mull: periih, which sill 
agree to give up as loft ; a dying caufe may revive and 
flourifh by the wifdom and honeft exertions of one 
man* Impaired health often iifues in death, embar* 
raffed drcumftances in bankruptcy, an irregular life 
in irretrievable perdition 4 becaufe the patient, the 
debtor, the iinner gave himfelf up too haftily, and 
was loft through fear of being loft. While there is 
^^ balm in Gilead, and a phyficiaa there," no wound, 
however grievous, is incurable. While there is 
friendfliip, while there is compailion on earth, honeft 
diftrefs will find fympathy and relief. While the 
throne of grace h acceflible, there is hope '^for the 
chief of finners.'* 

And if no caufe of man be defperate, who fhall 
dare to defpair of the caufe of God and truth ? Be- 
hold, in a pofterior period of this facred hiftory,* the 
utter extirpation of the pofterity of Abraham deter- 
mined, and the plans of Providence threatened, of 
courfc, with defeat and difappointment. Behold the 
bloody warrant figned, and " fealed with the ring" 
of Ahafuerus, and thereby rendered irreverfible. Be- 
hold the vengeful Haman, like the exterminating an- 

• Efthcr iii. 8—15, 



gel, with his fwDird drawn in his hand, ready to fall 
upon his prey*. What can fave a demoted people 
from deftru&ion f One ebfcure Jew ; one not admit* 
ted ta the king^s councib^ but who &t unregarded in 
the king's gate. He feefe as a citizen and a man, he 
laments the impending doom of his country as a citi* 
zen and a man ; but he hkewife a£ts, and exerts him** 
feif like a citizen and a man, and leaves the iffue to 
Him, in whofe hand are the hearts of kings-^-ond it 
profpered. The remonftrance of Mordecai with the 
queen,* at this awful crifis, is a mailer -piece of intre- 
pidity, piety and good fenfe, and fiirnifhes an ufeful 
example for the conduft of both public and private 
life. '' Then NTordecai commanded to anfwer Efther, 
Think not with thyfelf thai thou fhalt efcape in the 
king's houfe, more than all the Jews.- For if thou al- 
together holdeft tby peace at this time, then ihall 
there enlargement and deliverance arife to the Jews 
from another place, but thou and thy father's houfe 
Ihall be^ deftroyed : and who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for fuch a time as this?"* 
The Roman conful, whofe rafhnefs loft the battle of 
Cannae-, and endangered the exiftence of the ilate, 
received the thanks of the fenate, ''becaufe he had not 
defpaired of the commonwealth." The gallant prince 
of Orange, afterwards William III. of England, when 
urged to fubmit to the vidoripus arms of France^ 
which were ravaging the United Provinces, and when 
the ruin of the republic feemed inevitable, nobly re- 
plied, ** There is one way to fecure me from the fight 
of my country's deftrudlion ; I will die in the laft 
ditch." His refolution prevailed, and his country 
was faved from the yoke of the invader. And if con- 
fidence in a fkilful, brave and fortunate commander^ 
can carry a handful to vidory through myriads cf 
foes, what has the chriftlan to fear, let difficulties and 
dangers be ever fo many, ever fo great, whileconfcious 

fie 
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he is engaged in a good caufe» and that he is follow- 
ing ^^ the Captain of Salvation ?' 

We proceed to view the charaiftrr and behaYiour 
of Hannah in the hour of fuccels and profperity , bleff> 
ed \irith the anfwer of prayer, and ezuldne in the en« 
joyment of the pureft delights, and in pertorming the 
mod important duties of life and religion^ — ^May our 
meditaticm on thefe things be fweet and ]vofiuble ! 
Amen* 



Hiftory 
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LECTURE XVIL 



I SAMUEL i. 19—23. 

And they nrojk ut in the morning early ^ and worjhipped 
before the Lordy and returned^ and came to their boufe 
to Rafnah ; and Elkanah knev) Hannah his wife^ Md 
the Lord remembered her. Wherefore it came to pafsy 
when the time was come about j after Hannah had conceiv* 
edy that Jbe bare a fon^ and called his name Sami^el^ 
faying^ Becaufe I have ajkedhim of the Lord. And the 
man Elkanah j and all his houfe^ went tip to cfffef unto 

\ the Lord the yearly facrijicey and his vow. But Han- 
nah went not up : forjhefaid unto her hufband^ I will 
not go up until the child be weaned^ arid then 1 will 
bring him^ that he may appear before the Lord^ and 
there abide forever. And Elkanah her hujband /aid 
unto her^ Do what feemeth thee good; tarry until thou 
have weaned him; only the Lord eftablijh his word. 
So the woman abode j and gave her fonfuck until Jbe 
weaned him. 

1 HE birth of a child is an event of much importance 
to thofe who are immediately concerned in it, and of 
much importance to the world. It is natural for a 
man to wifh that his family fhould be built up, and 
his name tranfmitted. Every child is an acceilion to 
Vol. VI. O national 
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national (Irength, is one more added to the number 
of rational, immortal beings, is a new difplay of the 

Sjreat Creator's power, wifdom and goodnefs. There 
ie dormant the precious feeds of facultfes which are 
one day to aftonifli, inftruft and blefs mankind. 
Thcfe infants, a few years hence, are to be the pillars 
of the ilate, the bulwarks of their country, the glory 
of the church of Chrift. That young one Ihsdl by 
and by burft through the obfcurity of his birth, and 
the meannefs of his cendition ; ihall become eminent- 
ly ufcful, and purchafe a name which ages to come 
mall pronounce with refped and efteem. But what 
is it to be known and diftinguiflied among men ? The 
period approaches, when God himfelf fhall in the fece 
of the uuivcrfe acknowledge the leaft of thefe as his 
fons, and feat them on heavenly thrones. 

It is natural for a man to. wifli his family built up, 
and for a good woman to wiQi the name and virtues 
of the hulband of her youth preferved and propagat- 
ed, even though (he hasv not the fond defire, the flat- 
tering hope, of being a mother in Ifrael. But the 
determinations of Providence do not always accord 
with the innocent propenfities of the human heart, 
much lefs with the infatiate demands of pride, avarice 
and ambition. Even the wife, the amiable and the 
virtuous are yifited with this fore evil,^the want of 
children* It is fometimes the calamity of thofe who* 
have no other calamity, ft dcmonftrates the imper-*; 
fedion of human blifs ; it fpreads a field for the exer- . 
cife of refignation to the will of God ^ it furniflies ;^ 
Loth a motive and a fubjedl for prayer : for we can 
tarry with confidence, to the throne of grace, many 
a pttitic^n which we (hould be afraid or afliamed of < 
} referring to a man like ourfelves. Happy is the 
man, happy the woman, who can depofit this and ev- ( 
ery otlL::r care in the bofonj. of a Father in heaven. ■ 
She may fit down with Hajipah, and " eat" and drink, 
*^ and De wo more fad.'' *, , 

We 
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We are this evening prefented with the hiftory of 
the birth and infancy of one of thofe iiluftrious chil- 
dren whofe fame is univerfally known, and fhall be had 
in everlafting remembrance, namely, of Samuel, the 
prophet of the Lord, the judge of Krael, the fetter up 
and the terror of kings ; the glory of his own age 
and country ; and the morning-flar of a brighter 
day. The gift of this precious child was long with- 
held, that it might be more devoutly acknowledged, 
and more highly prized. Men overlook the ordinary 
appearances of nature, however (lup^dous and ftrik* 
ing. In order therefore to roufe them to attention, 
and conftrain them to obferve the ' finger of God, the 
fiery comet is made to glare through the iky, and the 
earth fhakes to the centre. 

l*he bleffing was fweetened to Hannah by every 
circumftance that can affed: the fond maternal heart. 
A child to one who had long been afflided with bar- 
rennefs, and cruelly infulted on that account \ a man- 
child, the anfwer of prayer ; the power of performing 
for her darling infant the fweeteft, and one of the moft 
important, maternal duties j and the cordial concur- 
rence of the father in all her prudent, afife£Uonat^ and 
pious purpofesj prefent enjoy&ent, and bloffoming 
profpecls! If there be pure and perfed blifs on 
earth, it is the portion of fucfe a woman, in fuch a fit- 
uation. 

" The Lord remembered her.'* Was he ever un- 
muidful or unkind ? No, he delayed, and he granted 
in love. How much it concerns thee, O man, O wom- 
an, to know and to believe this! What can recon- 
cile thee to the hard&ips of thy lot, but the perfuafion 
that the good thou defirefl: is denied in wifdom, and 
the load that oppreffes thee laid on by the hand of a 
Father ? Trufl in the Lord, and be of good cheer ; 
the time to favour thee will come ; " the Lord will 
provide/* " the Lord will remember thee." 

'' She bare .a fon, and called his name Samuel.*' 
Gracious is the corcefpondence betvveen a devout ff)ir- 

O 2 it 
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it and approving, afienting Heaven, Behold the 
prayer of faith afcending as on eagle's wings, and: 
reding on the fbotftool of yonder radiant throne ; be- 
hold the good and perfeft gift coming down in return 
from the Father of lights. Thn4 the vapours exhaled 
from the briny deep^ fall back, in copious fhowers to 
refrefli and fertilize the earth. What a holy conten- 
tion is here prefented to us ! The pious foul driving 
with God in fupplication, in praife, in obedience, in 
iaithfulnefs ; the God of mercy driving with the meek 
and humble one in Slewing kindnefs, in heaping favour 
upon favour.- Samuel^ *' aficed and given of God,'* 
(hall bear to the lad hour of his life the memorial of 
his mother's fervent importunity at the throne of 
grace, and of God's hearing her in the time of need. It 
fhall ferve forever to remind himfelf that he was a 
gift obtained of God by prayer, and devoted to God 
in gratitude. Every tongue that pronounces, every 
ear that hears the found, fliall be admonifhed of the 
union which devotion forma and maintains between 
earth and heaven, 'The mother names, the father 
aflents, God approves, and time confirms the nom- 
ination. X 

We find Elkanah aid all of his family, who were 
fit for the journey, again on the road to Shiloh, to 
celebrate the great yearlf fedival, after the birth of 
his fon*. The bounties of Providence bind more pow- 
erfully the duties of the law upon the heart as well as 
upon the confcience, and thereby render religion not 
only a reafonable, but a pleafant fervice^ The pleal- 
nre of waiting upon God, in the ordinances of his ap- 
pointment, was greatly heightenetf to this good man, 
by the company of thofe whom nature had endeared 
to him. The length and inconvenience of the road 
were relieved, and fweetened, and (hortened, by 
friendly converfation, and mutual offices of attention 
and kindnefs. The bitternefs of drife is heard no 
more. The facrifice is offered up with greater ardour, 
when one flame of affection meets another in prefent- 

ing 
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ing it ; and the feaft of peace acquires a higher relifli ^ 
from its being eaten in the fpirit, and in the bonds of 
love. Social worfliip, as has been obferved, has a ^ 
mod blefled effeO: in producing, fupporting and improv- ^ 

ing focial affeftions. The tie of duty i« ilrengthen- 
ed between hufband and wife^ thel)ond of nature be- 
tween parent and child, between brother and brother, 
is fortified and ennobled by going together to the 
houfe of God, and returning in company from thence. 
The eye of a ftranger is caught and pleafed with the 
fight of a decent family on their road to the temple. 
Ybur prayers arife with increafed ardour from feeing 
your children around you, in the houfe of prayer ; 
your hearts glow with a holier gratitude when you 
hear their voices join in the praifes which you fmg. 
Offence has been given, behold it loft, and forgotten 
forever, becaufe the parties have bowed their knees to- 
gether before God, and pronounced together the pe- 
tition of reconciliation and peace. ** Heavenly Fa- 
ther, forgive our trefpaffes as we forgive them who 
trefpafs againft us." Common mercies have been 
received; fee how they increafe and multiply, fee^^^i 
with what additional fatisfaftion they are felt aiid en- 
joyed, while the notes of thankfgiving afcend from 
hearts and lips in unifon. Common diftrefs prelTcs ^ 
io, the burthen is already made light, the mburnens Jll^ 
have been together before the Father of mercies, the £7^ 
refuge of the miferable^ they have poured out their 
hearts before God, and are lightened ; they have caft 
all their care upon him, and are at reft. 

Chriftians, you h'ave no painful and expenfive jour- 
ney to undertake, in flrder to prefent yourfelves be- 
fore the Lord. Your Shiloh is at home. Of you no 
coftly facrifice is demanded ; " Offer unto the Lord 
thankfgiving, and pay your vows unto the Moft High ; 
and call upon him in the day of trouble.*' Chriftian 
parent. Providence has made thee prieft to that little 
church and congregation ; bear them, as Aaron did 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael, engraven like jewels upon 
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thy heart, to the moft holy place ; to the altar of in- 
cenfe. ^ 

** But Hannah went not up ; for (he faid unto her 
hulband, Not until the child be weaned." Every duty 
of life and of religion has its proper place and feafon. 
God hath faid, and the great Teacher fent from God, 
hath by both precept and praftice eftablifhed the word, 
*' I will hav? mercy and not facrifice/* The religion 
which makes light of relative duty, which teaches 
carelefsnefs or negleft in our lawful worldly concerns, 
and withdraws men from their place and ftation in fo- 
ciety, is miftaken and erroneous j it is not the relig- 
ion of the Bible ; it .has neither authority nor example 
to fupport it. That man is doing God fervice, who la- 
bours in his vocation, that he may have wherewith <o 
do juftly, and to ihew merdy ; not he who is flothfiil 
in bufinefs, but eager in argument, and who gives 
himfelf to fpeculating, when he ought to be working 
with his hands. That woman is performing a relig- 
ious fervice, who is looking well to her houfehold ; 
givinff Xuck to one child and inftruction to another, 
pradiling induftry and economy ; not (he who is for- 
ever rambling after 'favourite dogmas or favourite 
teachers ; aiming at (hining in the church, when fhe 
ought to be fhining in her mofl honourable fphere, 
her own houfe ; and engaging warmly in matters of 
doubtful difputation, while the food and cloathing of 
her family are neglefted. Who can call in queition 
the piety of Hannah ? And furely her abfenting herfdf 
from the feaft at Shiloh, on fo juft an occafion, will 
not be deemed an impeachment of it. 

But though the hiftory has" led me to make thefe 
remarks, perhaps, in our day, they might have been 
fpared. Have I not been combating a millake into 
which neither the men nor the women of the prefent 
age are greatly difpoftd to fall ? Ought I not rath- 
er to caution my hearers again ft the prevalence of a 
worldly fpirit, to the <»xtindion not only of the foul, 
but to Hhe neglcft of the verv form of religion? .•^'' 

What, 
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What, warn this generation againft " the danger of 
being religious over-much ?" What, warn them of 
the importance of attending to, and purfuing- their 
temporal intereft ? What, caution them againil f re- 
-quenting the temple on working days,*when they will 
not be diverted from the purfuit of bulinefs or pleaf- 
4ire on the Lord's day ? I was in the wrong ; and I 
<:hange the objeft of my exhortation. To you, O 
men, I call, who, abforbed in frivolous, tranfitory oc- 
cupations, forget that " one thing is needful;" to 
you, who, wallowing in the bounties of an indulgent 
Providenc}e» regard not the hand from which all your 
comforts flow ; to you, who, rifmg into a little 
wealth, a little hope, a little confequence, have loft 
the recolle£tion of your having once been needy, and 
ob&ure and unimportant ; and, what is infinitely 
worfe, have^loft the recoUedion and the practice of 
that humility, and decencv, and piety, which poverty 
and obfcurity, and dependence taught and enforced. 
To you, O women, I call, who, without a Ihadow 
of j-eafon ; who, in the face of decency and propriety, 
who, in defiance of both feeling and confcience ; who, 
entruftedwith the education of children, female chil- 
dren, feel not the importance of^he charge, or are not 
aware of the influence of example j can difpenfe with 
the very externals of godlinefs, can become the patterns 
of fabb^ith negleft or violation ; can trifle with any 
thing that aflfeAs the morals or religion of the rifing 
generation. To you I call, and fay, you are treafuring 
up for yourfelves remorfe ; and for thefe young ones, 
whom you dearly love, Ihame, and forrow, and diftrefs. 
What is the lot of a female, without the confplations 
of religion ; and how is a young woman to learn re- 
ligion if not from her own mother ? Let me remind 
you of what you once thought, felt and refolved. You 
carried that child with uneafinefs and anxiety in your 
womb ; you formed a thoufand fond wiflies, you put 
up a thoufand prayers, you came under a thoufand en- 
gagements, ifou employed not perhaps the very 

words 
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words of Hannahy but undoubtedly you entered en- 
tirely into her views, and the fruit of the womb was 
to be " holinefs to the Lord.*' Well, God has been 
gracious to thee, and remembered thee. Thou haft 
lurvived the dahger, and been delivered from the pangs 
of child-birth. You have enjoyed the fatis£iidion of 
training the beloved of your foul through the dan- 
gers, difficulties and folicitude of infancy and child- 
hood. God has gracioufly done his part, and you 
have fo far performed yours. But did your ^engage- 
ments ceafe, when the infant was weaned ? Did you 
rear that tender plant with fo much anxiety, tender* 
nefs and care, only to poifon and corrupt it, after it 
had begun to take root, and bud, and bloflbm ? Know 
you not, that the inconfideration and folly of a day 
may deftroy the pains and labour of many- years ; «md 
that the eyes of children ar^ much quicker and more 
retentive than their e?irs ? 

Happy that daughter who is betimes formed to 
habits of difcretion, of purity, of regularity, of piety, 
by the tender guardian and guide of her early days ! 
Happy that mother whofe attention is bent on infuf- 
ing betimes, in her female offspring at leafl, the prin- 
ciples of wifdom, virtue, and true godlinefs 5 who. 
is honoured to exemplify what fhe teaches, and is 
bleffed with a docile, affedionate, and improving dif- 
ciple ! 

The manner in which Elkanah and Hannah live and 
converfe together, is exemplary and inftrufkive. They 
have one common intereft ; they have one darling ob- 
jed of affedion ; they exprefs one and the fame will, 
in terms of mutual kindnefs and endearment. ^* She 
faid unto her hufband, I will not go up until the child 
be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may ap» 
pear before the Lord, and there abide forever. And 
Elkanah her hufband faid unto her. Do what feemeth 
thee good, tarry until thou have weaned him, only the 
Lord eftablifh his word. So the woman abode, and 
gave her fon fuck until ihe had weaned himt'' 

There 
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There was in all this a commanding principle of 
religion, of zeal for the will and glory of God, which 
regulated the fpirit, and infpired the tongue ; without 
which, I am. afraid there is but a flender fecurity for 
domeftic felicity in the exercife of even good nature 
and good manners, much lefs in a mere lenfe of de- 
cency, or regard to the opinion of the world. Thefe 
may overawe at particular feafons and in particular 
fituations ; but the fear and love of God are perma- 
nent and unvarying principles ; they enforce and af- 
fift relative duty till it grows into a habit, and habit ren- 
. dtxB even difficult things eafy and agreeable. 

Samuel, who is his own biographer, has mofl judi- 
cioufly drawn a veil over his infancy. Childifh prog- 
noftics' of future eminence are generally ridiculous 
and contemptible ; they can impofe only on the par- 
tiality of parental affedion, or the credulity of fuper- 
ftition. The cynic fnarls difdain at the relation of 
thefe premature prodigies of dawning wifdom, and the 
fage fmiles indulgence and compaifion on the fond be- 
lief. Let parents, by all means, amufe, delight xheift- 
felves and each other with the falliei of infant, open- 
ing genius, but let them keep the delight to them- 
felves. It is one of the joys in which " a ftranger in- 
termeddleth not." 

In the next Lefture we (hall be led forward to con- 
fider the prefentment of Samuel before the Lord in 
Shiloh ; the facrifice which accompanied that folemn 
ceremony ; the farther difcovery of the amiable and 
excellent fpirit by which the mother was aftuated ; 
and the infant prophet's entrance on his important 
office. 

— Behold once more, chriftians, the fpirit of 
prophecy ftill pointing to one and the fame great ob- 
jeft. The perfons and circumftances of the prophets 
were various ; but amidft that variety, fome one Itrik* 
ing feature of charaOier, office or condition announced 
" Him that was to come," more clearly or more ob- 
fcurely reflefted his image, and " prepared the way of 

the 
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the Lord." The tongues of the prophets are many ; 
but they all fpeak the fame language, they all pro^ 
nounce one name* The periods ot their exigence and 
predi£kions were widely remote ; but all meet in one 
central point of light, in one aufpicious inftant, ^' the 
fulnefs of time," in one illuftrious perfonage, **to whom 
all give witnefs," in one commanding " purpofe and 
grace" — the falvation of the world. *' God, who at 
I'undry times and in divers manners fpake in time 
pail unto the fathers, by the prophets, hath in thefe 
laft days fpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom alfo he made 
the worlds ; who being the brightnefs of his glory, 
and the cxprefs image of his perfon, and upholding 
all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
hirafelf purged our fins, fat down on the right hand of 
the Majefty on high."* Behold all created glory 
thus abforbed in one glorious, divine perfon, ** who 
is above all, and through all, and in all.", " Where- 
fore God alfo hath highly exalted him, and given 
Wm a name which is above every name ; that at the 
nameof Jefus every knee ftiould bow, of things in heav- 
en, and things in ^arth, and things under the earth : 
and that every tongue fliould confefs that Jefus Chrift 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."! 

♦ Hcb. i. 1—3. t Phil- ii- 9— x i- 
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LECTURE XVIIL 

I SAMUEL i. 24 28. 

And when Jhe had weaned bim^Jhe took him up with 
ber^ with three bullocks^ and one ephah of flour ^ and a 
bottle of wine J and brought him unto the boufe of the 
Lord in Shiloh. And the child was young. And they 
flew a bullock^ and brought the child to Elu And fbe 
faid^ my Lord, as thy foul liveth^ my Lord^ I am the 
woman that flood by thee here^ praying unto the Lord. - 
For this child I prayed ; and the Lord bath given me my 
petition which I afked of him. Therefore alfo I have 
lent him to the Lord as long as he liveth ; hefloall be 
lent to the Lord. And he worfhipped the Lord there. 

**JLiORD, what IS man, that thou art mindful of 
him, and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him ?** Ev- 
ery ferious refledion on the nature, and perfeftions, 
and works of God, fuggefts this rapturous meditation 
of the holy pfalmift. Every view of Deity is at once 
humiliating and encouraging to the foul. We feem 
to Ihrink into nothing, while we contemplate the re- 
gion**s of unbounded fpace ; while the eye wanders 
from orb to orb ; and the mind lofes itfelf in calcu- 
lating their number, diftances, magnitude, luftre and 
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harmony ; while imaginadon wings its daring flight 
to the world of fpirits, aad furveys myriads of angels 
adoring before the throne of the Moft High ; and 
*' the fpirits of juft men made perfefl:*' rejoicing 
*' with joy unfpeakable and full of glory.** • But man 
rifes into greatnefs^nd importance, when we refled* 
that " God created him in his own image ;** that eter- 
nal Providence exercifes an imremitting folicitudc 
about him ; and that for his redemption the Son of 
God fuffered and died. 

The little concerns of individuals, and of private 
families, acquire value and dignity when we confider 
them as flamped with the feal of omnipotence, as the 
operation of infinite wifdom, as links in the great 
chain of divine adminiftration, and as extending their 
influence to eternity. But deftroy this connexion^ 
and we perceive only a ftrange and unaccountable 
fcene of vanity, folly and confufion. 

The holy fcriptures, which exhibit the jufteft rep- 
,refentation, and enable us to form the jufteft eftimate 
of human life, keep this continual interpofition and 
commanding influence of Divine Providence conftantly 
in view. We meet with domeftic feelings and occur- 
rences exadly fimilar to our own, and we find a proof 
that the Bible is the word of God, in our own perfon- 
al, daily experience. 

The tranfaftions which led to the fcene reprefented 
in the paflage now read, have been too recently Sub- 
mitted CO your notice, to need repetition. In the fpir- 
it and deportment of Elkanah and Hannah to each 
other, we have an ufeful example of conjugal compla- 
cency and aifedion. In the character of Hannah, we 
behold the feelings of the woman fweetly blended with 
the piety of the faint ; and the child of Ibrrow feek- 
injj; and finding refuge in the power and mercy of 
God. Wc arc now to contemplate one of the moft:. 
pleating objefts that human life prefents — ^ good and 
honed heart in pofl'eflion of its wifli, and ms^ng the 
proper ufc of the expeftcd blefling' ; the fpirit of pray- 
• cr 
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er changed into the fpirit of praife, and Vowi fonped 
in the hour of diftrefs faithfully performed. 

Let our firft meditations turn on the wifdom and 
goodnefs of that great Bdns, who has eftablifhed hu- 
man felicity on fuch a foUd loundatimi ; or rather has 
drawn it from fo many combined fources. How man- 
ifold and how tender, in particular, are the ties which 
unite a oiother and her fon ?' She carried him in her 
womb with folicitude and uneafmefs, and brought 
him into the world at the hazard of her life. She 
fuftained his infant days with the blood of her own 
reins, and flumber was a ftranger to her eyes, that he 
ndght deep in tranquillity. The firft objed which he 
diitinguifhed was the fmiling face of his guardian an- 
gel, the firft found that ftruck his opening ear was the 
murmur of maternal afiedion : the firft idea he form- 
ed was that of feeking refuge from want, and pain, 
and danger in the fond bofom of a parent. The very 
anguifh and trouble which (he endured on his account, 
but endear him the more to her ; a fenfe of early, af- 
fured proteftion •* grows with his growth, and 
ftrengthens with his ftrength," and forms a bond of 
mutual attachment, which on one fide is hardly to be 
diflblved, and on the other, is one of the moft power- 
ful fecurities againft the inroads of vice, and is the laft 
convulfive grafp of expiring virtue. 

Nature has laid upon you, mothers, the heavieft 
and moft important part of education. The good or 
the^vil is already done, before the child is taken out 
of your hands. Happily the weaknefs of your confti- 
tution is ftrengthened and upheld for the arduous taflc,. 
by the force of affeftion, and your very labour thereby 
is rendered your delight. And, O how glorious is 
your reward ! you defire, you can defire none higher, 
than to fee your fon, the fon of your womb, the fon 
of your vows, remembering and pradifing the early 
kiTons which his mother taught him. 

Ho^ happy was Eli in having for a pupil, a child 
fuckled, and weaned, and inftruded in early life, by a 
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Hannah ! HoW! great the goodnefs of the compaflion- 
ate and merciful Father of all, who by means fo fimple^ 
fo pleafant, fo powerful, fo eSedual, makes conftant 
provifion for the comfort, the, protection and the im- 
provement oi man ! 

Let us proceed to meditate, for a moment on the 
amiable and inftrudive pattern here fet before us, of 
a faithful and obedient heart. Diflrefs naturally dic- 
tates wiihes, and prayers, and vows ; it makes us fen* 
fible of fubjeftion and dependence; but when the 
blefling is obtained, the load removed, and the hour 
of performance come, men are as forgetful and as 
niggardly as once they were attentive and liberal. 
Ten lepers, were cleanfed, but '' where are the nine ?" 
Has one only returned to give thanks ? Ingratitude is 
one of thofe crimes which no man is either bold or de- 
praved enough to defend, but with which all men are 
juftly chargeable. How few earthly benefaftors but 
have reafon to complain of an ungracious return? 
How few parents but have that bitternefs of bitternefs, 
filial ingratitude, mingled in their cup ? How verily 
guilty is a whole " world lying in wickednefs,** before 
God, in this refpeft ? There is really no merit in 
gratitude, but what arifes from its rarity ; and that 
rarity ftamps it oiie of the higheft of moral virtues. 
Would it be doing injuftice to the other fex, to fay, 
that gratitude is a quality more frequently to be found 
in the female charader ? I have no hesitation in af- 
firming, that it is one of the moil powerful attradLons 
in any charafter, and that all other attradions what- 
ever are good for nothing without it. 

We obferved formerly iii the conduft of Hannah a 
happy mixture of piety and prudence. While the 
Itate of her child confined her to Mount Ephraim, it 
would have been the reverfe of a religious fervice to 
repair to the feaft at Shiloh ; when he could with 
f:ifety be removed to the place of God's prefence, to 
keep him back had been unfaithfulnefs and impiety. 
Prudente without piety will quickly degenerate into 
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ielfifimefs and the Wve of this world ; will hatden the 
heart, and lull the confcience afleep. Piety without 
prudence will infpire pride and intolerance ; will lead * 
to idlenefs and irregularity in condud ; and, out of 
an affefted keal for the firft table of the law, will erafc 
the chara&ers of the fecond, or through negligence 
and difufe, fuffer them to be disfigured by filth, or 
corrupted and impaired by ruft, fo as to become at 
length wholly illegible. Where piety and prudence 
are found nnited, the love of God and man will per- 
feftly confifl; ; both tables of the law will be equally 
clear and diftind, and thdr combined influence will 
inftrudk the perfon by whom it is felt and underftood, 
to ** ufe the world fo as not to abufe it." 

At length the time of prefenting herfelf before the 
Lord, and of performing her vow arrives. The prec- 
ious child muft be no longer her's, but God's. And 
did he indeed ceafe to be the parents, by being dedi- 
cated to the Moft High ? Surely no, he became theirs 
by a firmer and more facred tie, they have an intereft 
in him unknown, unfelt before. Their treafure has 
.acquired infinite value from the place in which it is 
depofited ^ and attendance at God's altar has confer- 
red nobility on the little . Levite^ which all the pof- 
feffions on* Mount Ephraim could not countervail 

Hannah prefented herfelf before the Lord at a for- 
mer folemnity with bitter crying and tears; (he 
*^ went forth then weeping, bearing precious feed, flie 
cometh again rejoicing, bringing her (heaves with 
her ; for they that fow in tears (hall reap in joy/* 
She prefents herfelf before the Lord, but neither with 
a coatrafted heart nor an empty hand. The law de- 
manded for God the firft-born of every creature.. 
The whole tribe of which Samuel was a fon, v/as ac- 
cepted in place of thfe firft-born of all Ifrael, r.nd the 
firft-born of her family might be redeemed by the 
fub(titution of 'a vidim. Thus clearly was the fpirit 
of* the gofpel inculcated by the inftitutions of the 
law ; and the doftrine of the atonement through the 
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blood of tfie ** Lamb flain from the ibtindation of the 
world," was taught unto them as it is tai^ht onto 
'us. Throughout we fee the innocent fuffering for 
the guihy ; from the facrifice of Abel down to the 
facrifice on Mount Calvary, of *' the juft differing for* 
the unjuft, that he might bring us unto God-" 

With what mixed emotions muft an Ifraelitiih par- 
ent, of any fenfibility, have prefented this facrifice ? 
Behold the darling child, the firft-bom led to the aitar^. 
but not to bleed and die : no, that innocent lamb, 
that bullock in the prime of life, is to bleed and die 
in his (lead ; and, mournful to refled, though relig- 
ion does not now demand fuch facrifices, necefliry 
and the appetites of men conflantly require them, and 
we behold the whole brute ** creation groaning and 
travelling in pain together," to perform the drudgery, 
minifter to' the pleaiure, or with their flefh to fatisfy 
the need of a creature much more criminal than them- 
felves ; and, as if that were too little, fubjefted to the 
cruelty and caprice of rational beings, become greater 
brutes than themfelves. 

With the confidence of true goodnefs Hannah now 
addrefles Eli, and reminds him of what he had proba^ 
bly forgotten, but was of too much moment to her- 
felf ever to be permitted to fall into oblhrion. Eli 
had only feen her lips move, but heard not the words 
Ihe pronounced; and the violent emotion in which 
(he was, had conveyed very foul fufpicions to his 
mind. Thefe, with the dignity and calmnefs of con* 
fcious innocence, (he repelled ; and affured him in 
general terms that what he had unkindly miftaken 
for the effeft of wine, was the agitation of an afiUded 
fpirit, pouring out its anguilh before God ; but the 
i'ubjedk of her prayer flie dill kept within her own 
breaff. There was then no witnefs of her vow but 
God and her own confcience ; and that was enough ; 
it was recorded in heaven ; and an honeft mind will 
find itfelf equally bound by a refolution formed in /e- 
cret, as by an oath adminiflered in the face of an aflem- 
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bled world. With what holy exultation does flic 
now declare her engagement, exhibit the facred pledge 
of it, and proceed to the public and folemn difcharge 
of it ! " She brought the child to Eli, and faid, O my 
lord, as thy foul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that 
flood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this 
child I prayed ; and the Lord hath given me my peti- 
tion which I a&ed of him.'** How fweetly affe&ing 
are the effufions of nature, when aided and animated 
by devotion ! How religion ennobles and dignifies ev- 
ery character, hpw it places every other quality in its 
faireft and moft favourable point of view ! How well 
it is adapted to every feafon and fituation of life ! It 
was this which fortified Hannah againfl; the bitter in- 
fults and reproaches of her mercilefs adverfary, and 
preferved her from rendering railing for railing. It 
was this which taught her felf-^overnment, fo that 
flie difturbed not the folemnity oi the feaft with wom- 
anifli complaints, but covered a forrowful heart with a 
ferene countenance. It was this which carried her to 
the houfe of the Lord, for Ught, comfort and relief. It 
was this which carried her with reputation and advan- 
tage through the firil duties of a mother ; and exhib- 
ited, in onej^ the afFeftionate wife, the tender parent, 
the devout worfliipper. This filled her heart aiid 
infpired her tongue, in prefcnting her offering, in ad- 
dreffing the high-prieft, in raifing her fong of praife* 
And this will communicate luftre, value and import- 
ance on every female charafter, whether known to 
the world, or overlooked by it ; in the fecrecy of the 
family, or in the celebrity of the temple. There is 
a God who " feeth in fecret, and will reward openly.** 
Eli repeats a cordial Jmen to her pious purpofe, 
accepts the precious truft committed unto him, tnd 
bends his knees in joyful acknowledgment of that 
God who had been multiplying his mercy to this fam- 
ily, and building up the houfe of Ifrael. And it is 
not teng before he finds that this young Nazarene 
Vol. VL P was 
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^ \i^ provided of God, and inftnided of his mother, to 

reftiiy the diforders of his own houfe, and to fupply 
the place of a degenerate race of priefts, rip^ for de- 
ftrudion and doomed to it, and ready to bring dowxj; 
a *' father's grey hairs with forrow to the grave/* 

Hannah's long of praife, which follows at length ia 
the opening of the next chapter, merits, cm many ac- 
counts,, a feparate and particular confideration. It 
pofleiTes all the majeily, grace and beauty of ancient 
oriental poetry* It is one of the happieft effufions of 
ah excellent female heart labouring under a grateful 
fenfe of the highrfft obligations. It prefents and im- 
prefles fome of the jufteu and moft interefting views 
of Divine Providence, and, what is above all, it dif- 
clofes one of the cleareft and mofl diflind profpe&s of 
the. coming, perfon and chara£ter of Mefftab^ the 
• Prophet of prophets. King of kings. Lord of Iords«. 
Yes, chriftians, for this prophetefs was referved the 
•honour of firft pronouncing in facred fong, that 
•* name which is as ointmtnt poured forth," which 
angels mention with wonder and reverence, and which 
the whole company of the redeemed (hall one day 
proclaim with *' joy unfpeakable and full of glory ;** 
Messiah the anointed of the Lord — ^whom the world 
fo Jong expeded, who in the fulnefs of time appeared^ 
whom, unbelieving Jews refiifed to acknowledge ; 
whom they defpifed, rejefted, crucified, and put to 
death ; whom '^ God has exalted a Prince and Saviour 
to give repentance and the remifSon of fins ;" to whofe 
fecond coming the courfe of nature, the evolutions of 
providence, the hopes aad fears of every heart of man^ 
the earned expedation of the creature, and the hand- 
writing of God in fcripture, all, all diredly points 

The next Lefture will be an attempt to illuftrate, 
and pradically to improve Hannah's fong of praife. 
May we bring to^ it a portion of that fpirit which in« 
fpired the lips of her who fung, and direfted the pen 

^i of him who wrote. Let me conclude the pretent, 

* ^ with calling on "every one prefent, to recoiled perfonal 
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obligations, and to walk faitably to them. Call to 
remembrance vow3 formed on a bed of languifhing, 
in the hour of diiEculty, in the inftant of danger, at the 
table of the Lord; and thankfully pay them: as 
knowing that " it is better not to vow, than to vow 
and not to pay/' 

Defire more earneftly the beft gifts ; Spiritual, heav- 
enly, eternal bleffings. By all means, in your vows, 
ftipulate for your portion of prefent and temporal good 
thiiigs, faying with Jacob, ** If God will be with me, 
and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat,' and raiment to put on, fo that I 
come again to my father's houfe in peace, then fhall 
the Lord be my God;"* — ^and with Hannah, pouring 
out the bitternefs of an oppreffed heart before God, 
and begging relief of the Father of mercies, faying, 
*' O Lord of Hofts, if thou #ilt indeed look on the 
afflidion of thine handmaid, *and remember me, and^ 
not forget thine handmaid/' But forget not withal, 
to ftipulate,. with Solomon, for "an imderftanding 
heart," to prize and to improve mercies already be- ' 
ftowed ; and with Jabez, calling on the God of Ilrael, 
feying, ^* Oh that thou wouldeft blefs me indeed,— 
and that thine hand might be with me, and that thoU 
wouldeft keep me from evil that it may not grieve 
me/' 

Hannah promifed to devote to the Lord the child 
which Ihould be given her ; and y« have folemnly 
engaged to yield yourfelves unto God ; and *' ye arc 
not your own, fi^r^ are bought with a price/' ** I 
befeech you therefor^^^ .brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye prefent jfoJUfc^bodies a living facrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto, GdJ^ which is your reafonable 
fervice. And be not conformed to this world : but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God."t 

, * Gen* xxviii. 2o» 21. f Rom* xiL ly 2. 
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LECTURE XIX. 



I SAMUEL 11. I 10.^ 

ijlnd Hannah prayed^ amyaidy My heart rejoiceth in the 
Lord: mine horn is exalted in the Lord^ my mo\ith is 
enlarged, over mine enemies r hecaufe I rejoice in thy 
falvation. There is none holy as the Lord : for there is 
none bejide thee : neither is there any rock like our God^ 
Talk no morefo exceeding proudly ; let not arrogancy 
come out of your mouth : for the Lord is a God of knowl- 
edge^ and by him aSiions are weighed. The hows of 
the mighty men are broken^ and they that flumbled are 
girded with Jlrength. They that were full have hired 
. out themfehes for bread; and they that were hungry 
ceafed ; fo' that the barren hath born /even : andjbe 
that hath many children is waxed feeble. The Lord 
iillethj and maketh alive : he bringeth down to the 
grave^ and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor^ and 
maketh rich r he bringeth low^ and lifteth up. He raif 
eth up the poor out of the duji^ andltfteth up the beggar 
from the dunghill y tofet them among princes ^ and to make 
. them inherit the throne of glory : for the pillars of the 
earth are the LorcTs, and he hathfet the world upon 
them. He will keep the feet of his faints ^ and the wicb^ 
id fhall beJiUnt in darknefs : for by Jirength Jhall no 

man 
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maff prevail. The adverfaries of the Lord fhall be 
, broken to pieces : out of heaven fhall he thunder upon 
them : t^e Lord fhall judge the ends of the earth ; and 
he Jhall give Jtrength unto his kingj and exalt the horn 
of bis anointed. 

iN man, the mafter-piecc of Creation, are difcernible 
various kinds of life, diftindt frorryj^ach other, yet moft 
wonderfully, blended and ^toilftd, fo as to form one 
great and kflonifhing wholi^ The ai^imal, the inteU 
leccual, the moral life : to \vhich we add, in ,man aa 
:he came from the-hands c£ his Creator^ and in man 
*' renewed" by grace " in J he fpJrit «Qf his mind," the 
fpiritual and divine iife, the dawning light, theearneft 
and pledge, tbex:eleftial foretafte of everlafling life. 

The firft of ,ifcefe we enjoy in common with the 
beafts that perifh. Like thei||^, our bodies grow and 
decline. Like them we are led by fenfe and appetite, 
and are f^fceptible of pleafure and pain. And, like 
them, we arofe out of the earth, are fupported by 
it, and ieel ourfelves returning to it again. 

The fecond, or iateUeduaMife, raifes man far above 
<ivery other animaL He pc^effes the power of thought, 
that produftive iaculty of the Almighty ; that image 
of God in our nature;. He contemplates, compares, 
reflefts, reafons, plans, performs. By means of this 
he exercifes dominion oyer all other creatures. In- 
ftrior to many, in fome refpefts, by this he renders 
himfelf fuperior to all j and reduces all their powers 
to the fubjedion and obedience of himfelf. 

The moral life places man in fociety ; conne£ls him 
with intelligent beings like himfelf; opens a capacious 
iiel^ of duty ^nd of enjoyment ; (lamps him an objed: 
of approbation or blame, of reward or puoiih- 
ment. 

The divine life unites man to the Author and 
Xupporter of l)is exiftence, the fource of all his com-^ 
forts, the foun(|ation of all his hopes ; the witnefs 
^nd the judge of ail his adions \ the avenger of al} 
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unrightebufncfs, *' the rewarder of thein whp dili- 
gently feek him.** 

To Adaui, as an animal, God faid, " Be fruitful, 
and muhiply, and replenifti the earth : behold I have 
given you every herb bearing feed, which is upon the 
Kice of all the earthy and everj tree in the which is 
the fruit of a tTee^jj^ding feed ; to you it fhall ]ye 
for meat.*' '§ 

In Adam the intell^^HMPIift difcovered itfelf, when 
the Lprd God tJH'Stg'ht UplQi him " every beafl of ih^ 
field, and evel^ fowl of the air, to fee what he would 
call them ; and v^tfoever Adam •called every living 
creature, thalwjli tRe name thereof.'* 

— B-God havmg implanted a principle oJF moral life 
in man, flid, ^^ It is not good that the man (hould be 
alone ; I will make him an help meet for him ;*' he 
took the man, and put^um into the garde^ of £den» 
to drefs it and to keep it ^ and commanded the man, 
faying. Of every tree of the garden thou mayeft freely 
eat : but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
cvil^ thou flialt not eat of it. For in the day that thou 
cateft thereof, thou (halt furely die.** 

In Adam thp fpiritual and divine life was perfefted, 
when *' God created man in his own image.** It 
wa|5 extinguifhed and loft when by tranfgreffion he 
fell ; it was revived by the promife of the Meffiah and 
falvation through his blood ; and it will be complete- 
ly recovered when the image of God is reftored 
through the fpirit of fanSification. 

All thefe different kinds of life have their feveral 
^nd correfponding expreflions ; and according as 
any one prevails, fuch is the charafter of the man. 
When the habitual cry is, ♦' What fhall I eat, what 
fhalL I drink, and wherewithal (hall I be cloathed ?** 
it IS eafy tq determine >yhat life is predominant : 
it is eafy to difcern when the brute runs away with the 
man. Solomon may be given as an in(tance of the 
prevalence of intellectual life. He looked through 
nature, and " fpake of trees, from the cedar-tree that 
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ig in Lebanon, even unto the hyflbp that fprlngeth 
out of the wall ; he fpake alfo of beafts, and of fowls, 
and of creeping things, and of fifhes." "His wifdorii 
excelled the wifdoni of all the children of the eaft 
country, and all the wifdom of Egypt.** The pfalm* 
ift has prefented us with an exquifite reprefentation 
of the moral life of man, (would to God it were more 
frequently realized) in the fifteenth pfalm ; " He that 
walketh' uprightly, and worketh righteoufnefs, and 
fpeaketh the truth in his heart. He that back- 
.biteth not with his tongue^ nor 4oeth evil 
to his neighbour, nor taketh -up >a reproach 
.againft his neighbour ; in whofe ,eyes a vile 
.perfon is .contemned ;: but he honoureth them that 
fear the Lord; he that fwearcth to his own hurt, and 
<:hangeth not. He that putteth not out l;iis money to 
ufury, nor taketh reward againft the innocent. He 
that doeth thefe things fhaU never be moved.*** 
Where (hall we look for an example of the higheil 
life of man, the life of God in the foul ? Nature 
ilands filent, the whole worM Ues dead ; it prefents 
every kind of life but this. Where is the model to 
which to refer ? Where is the idea. of this moft exalt* 
^d excellence of our nature ? It k to be found. " I 
came not to do mine ow^ will, but the will of him 
that fent me.** " I feek not mine own glory, but the 
glory of him who fent me.'* Read and ponder the 
Jfeyenteenth chapter of John*« gofpel, and difcover 
the author, the exar^ple, the giver of this divine life i 
and af pire after a participation of it 

We have fome of thefe holy afpiratlons in the pa£- 
fage now read. We behold a fpirit alive unto God ; 
finking the creature in the Creator ; difcernmg God 
in every objeft, and in every event that arifes ; refer- 
ring all things to Him ** who doth according to hi« 
will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabit- 
?ints of the earth.** Let us blend our fpirits, with 
th^t of pious Hannah, and may God grant u$ to know 

* yisr. »— 5. 
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and feel the happinefs of having fellowfhip with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift. 

*« Hannah prayed/* In affliftion fhe prayed : and 
in profperity flie prayed. Tears and fmiles are not 
more the expreffion of their correfponding emotions, 
than fupplication and thankfgiving are of that life 
which dictates them, in a fuitablenefs to the various 
afpe£ts of Divine Providence. Sorrow is no longer 
forrow when it is poured out into the bofom of fym- 
pathy and tendemefs. Every joy is multiplied an 
hundred fold by every communication of it to the ear 
and the heart of fricndihip. Hannah prays, ** and 
her countenance is no more fad." She reftores her 
earneflly expended fon to God ; and is infinitely en? 
riched by the reftitution. Whether the child cry for 
relief, or exprefs its gratitude by careffes and looks 
of fatisfadion, it is. equally grateful and fpothing to 
the fond parental heart. And will the great God 
in very dped vouchfafe to make himfelf known to us 
by the name of the hearer *bf prayer ? Is he exalted to 
Ihew mercy ? Can he be pleafed with the effufions of a 
th&nkful heart ? Thoughtlefs, inconfiderate creatures 
that we are ; blind to our highefl: intereft, dead to 
our pureft joy ! We fee nothing of God in that diftrefs, 
in that deliverance. We attended to the creature 
only, and therefore fou^d no comfort. We endured 
without hope, and we enjoyed without relifli. ' Happy 
foul, that can command itfelf to peace, and fay, I have 
poured out my anguifh before the Iiord, I have caft 
Jill my care upon him, my burden is no longer mine^^ 
but his. ** Return unto thy reft, O my foul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. He hath de- 
livered my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling." 

In the firft tranfports of her joy, Hannah forgets 
every thing but the glorious objeft of it. The in- 
fults of Peninnah, her delight ix\ Samuel, ftand for a 
while fufpended ; they are loft and forgotten in the 
contemplation of Him, who had delivered her from 

the 
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the one, and beftowed the other upon her. But God^ 
as he is in himfelf, cannot long be an objeft of con- 
templation to mortals. It is onlv by what he doth, 
that he can be known, and lovea, and enjoyed by us. 
The foul fprings up to God, is inftantly repelled and 
overwhelmed by ** light inacceflible and full of glory,'* 
and feeks relief and employment in furveying the 
ways and works of God. 

" My heart rej jiceth in the Lord.** But *' who is 
this King of glory ?** The fpirit fhrinks with reve- 
rence fironj the inquiry ; and the heart fweetly Aides 
into the obfervation and acknowledgment of what an 
incomprehenfible Jehovah hath done. " Mine horn 
is exalted in the Lord.*' " The horn,** in fcripturc 
language, is the emblem of ftrength and empire. She 
was till now undiftinguiftied, unprized, unimportant 
in Ifrael ; a wife, without the honour of being a 
mother. But now jht has rifen into luftre, and place, 
and pre-eminence. Her Samuel is to her ** a crown of 
glory, and a diadem for beauty !** She had power with 
God and prevailed ; fhe alked, and God granted her 
requeft. This is naturally blended in her mind, with 
the derifion and cruel mocking which fhe had endur- 
ed. For the very devotions of fallen creatures mud 
favour of the calamities to which they are expofed, and 
the imperfedtion in which they are involved. Both 
nature and piety accordingly concur in diftating the 
expreffion of thankfulnefs which follows ; '*My mouth 
is enlarged over mine enemies :** Here the woman 
fpeaks ; but the faint inftantly fubjoins, " becaufe I 
rejoice in thy falvation.** 

When the life of God is completely formed in the 
foul, every particle of human corruption (hall be purg- 
ed away. There fhall be no feeling, nor recolleftion, 
of unkindnefs or enmity. And in proportion as evil 
affeftions are rooted out, and kind affeftions are im- 
planted, cherifhed, and promoted, fo is the image 
of God imprefled, renewed and prefervcd. The love 

of 
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of God perfeded (hall oblitenite and efface every trace 
of refentment agaiaft man. 

After a fhort vibration on this firing, the heart of 
the worfliipper feems .to recur with increafed complap 
cency and delight to a worthier fubjed of nieditation^ 
and lofes itfelf m infinite perfedion^ '^ There is none 
holy as the JLord ; lor there is none befide thee ; 
neither is there any rock like our God/' When we 
attempt to meditate upo;n God, thought fails. Wheqi 
we attempt to addre& ourfelves to him, langus^e 
£adls. In vain do we look round for ^ fimilitude that 
may enable us to form ^ clearer perception of his 
nature^ It is his glory to be fingle, and alone ; to 
defy and prevent every idea of refemblance or com- 
parison. When the yrhoie world of nature is explor- 
ed, when all the povers of nature are exhaufted, the 
foul falls back upon itfelf, Shrinks mto noth^lg fromi 
the daring attempt, and exclaims, " There is none 
befide thee," " there is none holy as the Lord.*' 
" Who can find out the Almighty unto perfeftion !" 
•—Hannah awakes from this holy rapture, to con- 
template this incomprchenfible Jehovah^ as exercifing 
an intelligent, uncontrollable, irrefiftible authority 
over all the ways of men ; as the wife and righteous 
V Governor of the world, whom none can fuccefsfuHy 
oppofe, from whofe notice none can pofBbly concead 
himfelf. " Talk no more fo ex^ceeding proudly; 
let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : for the 
Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed. The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
and they that Humbled are girded with ftrength.*** 
Behold the cure of pride. There is a God on high, 
from whom defcended every advantage vhich one 
poffeffes ^bove another, who carefully notes the ufe 
that is made of his benefits, and will demand an acr 
count of them j who " feeth the proud afar off, but 
has refpeft unto the lowly." *' By him adions are 
V^ighed ;^* they are judged, not according to their 

apparent 
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apparent circumftances^ nor the maxims of the world, 
por the rank of the parties concerned, byt according 
to truth, according to the real merit or demerit of the 
' a£Uon, accordii^g to the thomght% and intent of the 
heart. Thus is the mouth of arrogancy efFedually 
/hut, and the whole world laid low in the duft before 
a holy and righteous God. ** The bows of the migh- 
ty men are broken, and they that (tumbled are girt 
with ftrength.** Even in this world, *' the Lord 
maketh himfelf known by the judgments which he 
executes ;** and caufeth men to change conditions, 
jand turneth the world upfide down. The affairs of 
xnen, like the frame of nature, are in a ftate of per- 
petual revolution, and the hiftory of mankind is fim- 
jply an account of the rife and depreflion of wretched 
.mortals by means not of their own contrivance, by 
events which they could not forefee, and over which 
they had no power. The viQ:or of to day is to-mor- 
row a captive, and he who now lieth " among the 
pots, (hall come forth as the wings of a dove covered 
with filver, and her feathers with yellow gold.*' 

The greater part of Hannah's fong of praife is em- 
ployed in making a more enlarged difplay of the 
wifdom and juftice of the Divine Providence in the 
government of the world. ** They that were full 
\ have hired themfelves out for bread.** Some are 

born to eafe and affluence, and through indolence, 
^ inattention or prodigality, reduce themfelves to want. 

\ Some acquire wealth by frugality and induftry. But 

• however gotten, it is but an uncertain poffeffion, and 

[• we daily fee multitudes, nqt through any apparent 

\ ^ ^ faolt 01 their own, " waxing poor and falling into 
^ ^ decay.'* Others, as unaccountably rife into diftinc- 
I tion and opulence. There is an unfeen hand which 

I jgives and takes away. In profperity there is no 

I ground of infolence and triumph ; in adverfity no 

reafon to defpair. 
^. Her own peculiar felicity again prefents itfelf to view, 

^nd the incenfe of praife ^cends to heaven. " The 
I * bfirren 
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barren hath born feven, and Ihe that hath many chil- 
dren is waxed feeble/' There is a Jewifti legend 
which faith, that for every child that Hannah bore, 
one of Peninna¥s died. It is a mere conjedure ; 
Hannah's triumphant fong is rather a proof of the 
contrary. She difcovers a fpirit too excellent, in 
other refpefts, to permit us to fuppofe her capable of 
rejoicing in the devaftation which the hand of God 
had wrought, much lefs in the deftruflipn of her own 
hulband*s family. That heart muft be loft to every 
feeling of humanity, loft to decency, loft to the fear 
of God, who can make the calamity of another, efpec- 
ially ftich a calamity, a ground of felf-gratulation, and 
complacency, or a fubjed of thankfgiving to a holy 
and merciful God, as if he could become a party to 
our petty jealoufies and conteations. No, a fpirit fo 
regulated as hers, fo patient under mortification, fo 
long n-urtured in the fchool of afflidion, fp obfervant 
of, and fubmiffive to the will of Providence, could not 
tafte the mortality of even Peninnah's children as a 
fource of joy. Her expreflions amount to no more than 
a devout and humble acknowledgment of unerring 
wifdom, of unimpeachable juftice, in condufting all 
the affairs of this world : in building up families, and 
in bringing them low ; in exercifmg an abfolute right 
of fovereignty, which will not be compelled to give 
account of its matters to any one. The gift of chil- 
dren is not always withheld in anger, nor beftowed 
in kindnefs, as the charader and hiftory of Eli's fami- 
ly will (hortly evince. 

She proceeds to purfue the fame idea of a divine 
fuperintendence in every thing, through a.variety of 
particulars ftrikingly contrafted one .with another, all 
aiming at the fame end, all calculated to enforce the 
fame pradical leflbn. '' The Lord killeth, and mak- 
«th alive ; he bringeth down to the grave, and bring- 
cth up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich : 
he bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raifeth up the 
poor out of the duft, and lifteth up the beggar from 

the 
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the dunghill, to fet them among princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory : for the pillars of 
the earth are the Lord's, and he hath fet the world up* 
on them. He will keep the feet of his faints, and the 
wicked ihall be filent in darknefs : for by flrength 
ihall no man prevail.*'* 

In the conclufion of her fong^ Hannah^ rapt into 
futurity, no doubt by the fpirit of prophecy, contem- 
plates the final confummation of the great myflery of 
Providence, as iffuing in the eftablifhment of univer-» 
fal order : in the fupprefilon and puniilmient of vice ; 
and in the unchangeable and permanent glory of a Re- 
deemer's kingdom. The fame hand which balances 
the ,fpheres, which conduds all the affairs of men, 
which preferves harmony and prevents confufion, in 
both the natural and m^ral worlds, ihall at length, by 
another almighty fat^ " make all things new." Then 
*' the adverfaries of the Lord fhall be broken to pieces : 
out of heaven fhall he thunder upon them." ^' But 
who may abide the day of his coming ? and who fhall 
ftand when he appeareth ? for he is like a refiner's 
fire ; and he fhall fit as a refiner and purifier of filver." 
Chaflifement fhall^ therefore, be preceded by right- 
eous judgment, that every mouth may be flopped 

I before God. " The Lord (hall judge the ends of the 

I earth/' Now thefe words of the prophetic mother 

I of Samuel, taken in connexion with the clearer and 

fuller difplay of a judgment to come, in the writings 
of the New Teflament, clearly point out that glori- 
ous and divine perfon, in whofe hallowed name the 

\ fong terminates— God's Anointed. A woman was 

honoured firft to announce the Saviour of the world, 

f under that defcription ; and a fucceflion of prophets 

henceforward hold it up to the eyes of fucceeding gen- 

j erations, as ** all their falvation, and all their defire." 

Samuel, David, Ifaiah, Daniel, Habakkuk, each in his 
day proclaims the approach of this King of glory, of 
whom all who were anointed with material oil, wheth- 
er 

: . •Vcr.6— 9. 
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er as priefts, or prophets, or kings, were but a ihadow ; 
and in whofe fuperior luflre they dlfappear, as the 
light of the ftars is abforbed in the fplendour of the 
^fun. The prophetefs celebrates Jehovah who " fliali 
judge the ends of the earth,** as that **Kmg" to 
whom all authority is committed, to whom all ftrength* 
is given," as that ^^anoinied*' One, MefEah the prince, 
whofe " horn" fliould be finally "exalted," and before 
the brightnefs of whofe coming, all diforder, iniquity 
aitd mifery fliall flee away ; who (hall firft " judge the 
ends of the earth," and then reign forever and ever* 
And thus is the voice of this holy woman, near 
twelve hundred years before Mefliah's day, in perfeft 
unifon with the tongue of Chrift himfelf, and of tlie 
apoftles of the Lord, after his afcenfion into heaven, 
and the defcent of the Holy Spirit. " The Father 
judgeth no man ; but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son : that all men (hould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath 
(ent him."* " God now commandeth all men eve- 
ry where to repent : becaufe he hath appoinetd a day 
in the which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs 
by that man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he 
hath given affurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raifed him from the dead."t "The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Chrift ; and he fliall reign forever and 
ever."| And fuch, in every age, is the native expret 
fion of a foul alive to God, the natural afpiration of 
the fpiritual and divine life. 

— Art thou, O man, through grace a partaker of 
it ? You fliall " know it by its fruits." As it in- 
creafes, corruption dies. " If Chrifl: be in you, the 
body is dead becaufe of fin, but the Spirit is life be- 
caufe of righteoufnefs." § To be deftitute of this life, 
in whatever ftate of perfedion the intelleftual life 

may 
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may be, is to be under the power of everlafting death, 
a death of trefpafles and fins. But if its very firft 
breathings are felt, however feebly, it is a new cre- 
ation begun, it is " Chrift in you, the hope of glory/* ^ 
Attempts will be made to extinguifh it, but in vain* 
Like its Author it is immortal. It may be opprefled, 
it may be fufpended, it may, at feafons, lie dormant^ 
but it cannot expire. It doth not always make itfelf 
fenfible to the eyes and ears of the world i for the 
beUever's " life is bid with Chrift in God." But 
" when Chrift, who is our life, ihall appear, then 
ihall ye alfo appear with him in glory."* " Beloved, 
now are we the fons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we Ihall be : but we know that, when he 
' ftall appear, wq ihall be like him ; for we ihaU fee 
him as he is.^f 

* Col. iiL 4. f I John ill. a. 
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THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL* 



LECTURE XX. 

I SAMUEL ii. 1 8 21. 

Bta Samuel minijiered before ihe Lord^ being a cbild^ gird- 
ed with a linen ephod. Moreover his mother made him 
a little coat^ and brought it to him from year to jear^ 
when fhe came up with her hufband^ to (^er the yearly 
facrifice. And Eli bleffed Elkanah and his wife^ and 
faid^The Lord give thee feed of this woman^for the 
loan which is lent to the Lord. And they went unto 
their own home. And the Lord vifited Hannah^ fo 
that fhe conceived^ and bare three fons and two daugh- 
ters. And the child Samuel grew before the Lord. 

L HE charadter of mod men is formed and fixed, be- 
fore it is apprehended that they have, or can have, any 
charafter at all. Many vainly and fatally imagine, 
that the few firft years of life may be difpofed of as 
you pleafe : that a little negleft may eafily be repair- 
ed, that a little irregularity may eafily be reftified. 
This is faying in other words, " never regard the 
morning ; fleep it, trifle it, riot it away ; a little 
clofer application at noon will recover the lofs." 
*' The fpring returns, the flowers appear upon the 
earth, the time of the finging of birds is come. No 
matter ; it is foon enough to think of the labours of 

fpring. 
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fpring. ^ Sing t^rith the birds, Ikip with iht fewn, the 
diligence of a more advanced, more propitious feafon 
will bring every thing round ; and the year fliall be 
crowned with the horn of plenty/* A fingle ray of 
reafon is fufficient to deteft and expofe fuch abfurdi- 
ty ; yet human condud: exhibits it, in almoft uni- 
verfiil prevalence. Infancy and childhood are vilely 
caft away ; the morning is loft ; the feedtime neg- 
lefted — And what is the confequence ? A life full of 
confufion, and an old age full of regret ; a day of un-. 
neceffary toil, and a night of vexation ; a hurried 
fummer, a meagre autumn, a comfortlefs winter. 

It is the ordinance of Providence that the heavieft 
and moft important part of education fhould devolve 
upon the mother. It begins before the child is born ; ' 
her paffions and habits affed; the fruit of her womb* 
From her bofom the infant draws the precious juice 
of health and virtue, or the baleful poifon of vice smd 
difeafe. The fleeting period he pafles under the 
ib^^ow of her wing, is a feafon facred to wifdom and 
piety. If the mother lead not her fon to the hallowed 
fpring, if ihe fail to difclofe to his eager eye and pant- 
ing heart the lavelinefs of goodnefs, the excellency of 
religion ; if fhe permit the luxuriant foil to be overrun 
with briars and thorns, in vain will fhe ftrive to re- 
deem the loft opportunity, by reftraints and puniih* 
ments, by precepts and mafters, by fchools and col- 
leges, in a more advanced ftage or life. The good 
or the mifchief is done by the time he comes out of 
her hands. 

That Providence which has impofed this employ- 
ment on the feebler fex as a tafk, has moft gracioufly 
contrived to render it one of the higheft and moft 
exquifite of female comfortS ; as, in truth, all the im- 
pofitions, nay, the very chaftifements of Heaven are 
really bleflings. Let the woman who has given fuck, 
tell if ihe can, " how tender it is to love the babe that 
milks her." Aflc that mother if there be any joy like 
the joy of hearing her child repeat the lelTons which 
Vol. VI. q^ ihe 
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fhe taught him. Afk her, if Ihc recollefts or regards 
her pain and anguifh ; her anxidus days and fleeplefe 
nights. Aik her, if all is not forgotten and loft itk 
the progrefs which expanding faculties have made, 
and in the richer harveft which they promife. Aflc, 
if fhe has not already received more than her reward. 
If the reprefentation of the cafe be juft,. let it procure 
for dutiful mothers the tefpeft and gratitude which 
they merit ; let it reconcile their minds to what is 
painful and laborious in their lot ; let it raife them 
to their due rank and importance in fociety ; and let 
it ftimulate them to perfeverance in well-doing, in the 
full affurance that they (hall in no wife, lofe their re- 
ward. 

— The paflage of holy writ, on the-confideration of 
whfch we are now entering, is a very affe£l:ing repre- 
fentation of the effcfts and confequences of a good and . 
a bad education, exemplified in the conduQ: of Hannah, 
the mother of Samuel, and of Eli, the father of Hoph- 
ni and Phinehas. Scripture, inftead of multiplying pre- 
cept upon precept, leads us at once into human life, and 
exhibits the law written in the event. It inftru^s us 
how to bring up children, by delineating the dread-^ 
ful confequences of exceffive lenity and indulgence on 
the one hand, and the happy fruits df early piety^ 
regularity and felf-governmeht on the other. This 
theme, being by far the more pleafing of the two, and 
coming in more' regularly in the order of hiftory, ihall 
obtain the preference, in the courfe of our inquiry. 
Though, indeed, attention to the one muft, of neceffi*. , 
ty, bring forward the other ; and the good fortify 
and recommend itfelf by coatraft with the evil. 

The education of Samuel began' in the pious refo* 
lution of his mother before he was conceived in the 
womb. " If thou wilt' give unto thine ,handmaid a 
man-child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life.'* Every parent receives every child 
under a tacit engagement to the lame purpofe : and 
the command of God, frowi the Hiomemt of the birth. 
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18, " Rear that child for me*" I have, watched over 
him while he lay in darknefs, "mine eyes faw his 
•fubftance yet being unpcrfeft; in my book all his 
members were written, which in continuance were 
fefhioned, when as yet there was none of them. I 
added the immortal principle to the finifhed limbs ; I 
ftamped my image upon him. ITiere my hand has 
fcattered the feeds of wifdom and happinefs ; to thy 
foftering care I commit that tender plant. Cared for, 
it will abundantly reward thy toil ; npgleded, it will 
grow into a fharp thorn to tear thy flelh. Every day, 
every hour is producing a change in it. Grow it will 
and muft ; what it grows into, depends upon thyfelf. 
Of thy hand will 1 require it." 

As Samuel was to be a Nazarite to God from the 
womb, the law prcfcribed to the modier certain cere- 
monial obfervances refpecting her own conduQ:, and 
the treatment of her own perfon, which correfponded 
to that high deftination. Abftinence, in particular, 
from certain kinds of meat and drink, which might 
eventually afFeft the bodily or mental conflitution of 
the unborn infant. With thefe prefcriptions we have 
no room to douljt Hannah punctually complied. And 
here we fix the fecond ftage, or if you will, ereft the 
fecond pillar of education. The commands of God 
are none of them arbitrary and capricious, but found- 
ed in reafon and the nature of things. Whatever 
ftrongly affeSs the mother during the months of 
pregnancy, beyond all doubt affeas her offspring, 
whether it be violent liquors, or violent paffions. It 
belongs to another profeflion than mine to account 
for this, and to determine how far the fympafhy goes. 
But the general belief of ft: would moft certainly have 
a very happy effeft in procuring attention to female 
health, regularity and tranquillity in that delicate and 
interefting {ituation. The comf )rt of both parent and 
child, to the end of life ; what do I fay ? through the 
whofe of their exiftence^ may be concerned in it. 

C^2 A& 
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. As foon as Samuel ^ras born, we find Hannah de- 
voting undivided attention to the firft and fweeteft of 
maternal offices. ^* The woman tarried at home, and ■ 
gave her fon fuck, until flie weaned him.** Nature 
and inclination concur in preiTmg this duty upon 
every mother. The inftanccs of real inability are toa 
few to merit confideration. The performance of it^ 
carries its own recompenfe in its bofom ; the negled^ 
IS, firft and laft, its own punifhment. Without con- 
fidering at prefent its connexion with the health and 
comfort of both parties, let us attend for a moment 
to its influence on morals, and as conftituting a branch 
of education. Is not parental and filial alFeAion the 
firft bond of fociety, and the foundation of all virtue ? 
It is this which arms a delicate female with patience 
which no pain nor labour can exhauft, with fortitude 
which no calamity can fubdue, with courage which 
no difficulty or danger can intimidate^ It is this 
which firft infpires the infant purpofe to excel, which 
blows the facred fpark of gratitude into a fiame^ 
which firft awakens and animates the latent feeds of 
immortality in the human foul. The firft perception 
of the child, is the fweet fenfe of obligation and de* 
pendence : he feels himfelf far advanced in a com- 
merce of reciprocal affeftion the moment be becomes 
confcious of his exiftence ; and finds himfelf engaged 
in habits of goodnefs, long before he underftands the 
meaning of words. And is it fit that thefe kind af- 
feftions ftiould be transferred to a ftranger ? Who 
can be fo well ^jualified to communicate thefe earlieft 
and beft leflrons,:..as a mother ? Can you complain 
that your child is cold, indifferent or averfe to 
you, when you fet the example of coldnefs, in- 
diflference and averfion, and preferred a little eafe 
or pleafure to his health and comfort, and what is in- 
finitely more, to his early, infant morals ? Can you 
hope from .a hireling, who muft have renounced na- 
ture too^ as well as yourfelf, what God, and nature, 
and decency, and regard to your own real well-being 

have 
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have prefled upon you in vain ? It was fo much a pri- 
mary duty in the eyes of Hannah, that her attend- 
ance on the duties of the fanftuary at Shiloh gave 
place to it ; (he revered the ordinance of that God, 
who fays, ^* 1 will have mercy and not facrifice ;*^ 
and religious fervice is interrupted for a feafon, to be 
rcfumed with greater ardour and efTeft, when the du- 
ties of life were faithfully difcharged. 

At what age the child was weaned, the hiftory re- 
lates not. He remained under the tuition ot his 
mother till he was of a proper age to be prefented to 
the Lord, in the place which he had chofen to put his 
name there, and to be put under the inftruftion of Eli, 
and prepared for the fervice of the tabernacle. And 
we (hall prefently find that he was infinitely more in- 
•debted to the folicitous attentions of a pious mother 
for his progrcfs in divine knowledge, tban he after- 
wards was to the fuperintendence of the high-prieft of 
Ifrael, who knew fo ill to rule his own houfe, and to 
whom, of a pupil, he became a teacher. 

I am well aware of the difficulty of forming a plan 
of religious inftruftion for children. Scripture fug- 
cefts the happieft, the moft obvious, and the m6ft ef. 
feflual. It ought to come from the children them- 
felves. They are defirous of information. If left to 
themfelves, they will think and inquire. Their quef- 
tions will point out the mode of inftruftion. Do not 
be over anxious to take the lead, but carefully follow 
them. Their ideas will be direfted by what they ob- 
ferve and feel ; and ftrong fafts and appearances of 
nature will make a deep and lafting imprcflion upon 
them.. He who knows what is in man, has according- 
ly given us,' in a particular example, a general rule of 
proceeding in this great article : " And it fhall be 
when thy fon alketh thee in time to come, faying. 
What is this? That thou Ihalt fay unto him, by 
ftrength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, 
from the houfe of bondage. And it came to pafs 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the Lord , 
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flew all the firft-born in the land of Egypt." It was 
probably thus, that Hannah inftrufted her darling 
ion ; ftored his memory with interefting events, and 
touched his heart by affeding reprefentations of the 
. mercy and judgment of God, exemplified in the hif- 
tory of his own forefathers. Milk is the proper food 
of babes, ftrong meat belongeth to them who are of 
full age. A dry precept is but half underftood, and 
is fpeedily forgotten, but a tale of diftrefs, the tri- 
umph of goodnefs over malevolence and oppofition { 
the merited fhame and punifhment of wickednefs, is 
eafily underftood, is long retained, and its imprefTion 

* is not to be effaced. 

We advance to the fourth ftagc of wife and good 
education, of which we have the pattern before us* 
The fame principle which induced Hannah to keep 
her fon at home for a feafon, and to abide with him, 
conftrained her to fend him from home, to give up 
her intereft in him, when the fervice of God, and the 
greater good of the child demanded the facrifice. It 
is juft the reverfe of what high life, at leaft with us, 
daily prefents. You (haU fee a mother who hardly 
inquired after her child at the time of life when her 
tendernefs was moft necelTary to him, all at once af- 
fuming the parent, exercifing an aflFeded tendernefs 
which he no longer needs, reducing him to child* 
hood after he is becoming a man, and endeavouring 
to compenfate by an after-growth of affeftion, the un- 
kindnefs and negled which blighted the early blof- 
foms of the fpring. She can fuffer him no longer 
but of her fight. The difcipline which her own wick- 
ednefs has rendered neceffary to his improvement, 
is reprobated as cruelty, and the poor youth is fre- 
quently ruined, by having at one time no mother at 
all ; at another, one too much. I honour the firm* 
nefs of Hannah, as muqh as I love her motherly foft- 
nefs and attachment. To pof&fs with gratitude, to 
cherifli a worthy objeft with tendernefs, and to re- 

^ iign it with lleadinei^ and rnggnammity, is equally an 

objcdk 
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obje£k of admiration and efteem. Obfervc the mixed 
emotions which animate and corred her countenance 
as Ihe conducts her well-beloved fon to the altar. 
The faint fpeaks in that eye, fparkling with delight, 
as Ihe devotes what ihe holds moft dear in the world 
to Him, from whom fbe had by holy importunity ob- 
tained him ; the tear ruflieS to it, and all the mother 
ftands confeffed as (he retires. Piety has prevailed, 
and prefented the offering : nature feels, but fubmits. 
It is eafier to cohceive than to defcribe what was 
the ftate of her mind as (he returned from Shiloh to 
Ramah : the anxiety and regret at leaving her Samu- 
el behind ; the fatisfaftion and delight of refleding 
in what hands ihe had left him, and to what care ihe 
had committed him. But we hear of no wild project 
formed of removing the whole family to refide at Shi- 
loh, in order to indulge a fond mother's partial af- 
feftion, with the continual prefence of her little min- 
ion. No, the fame fpirit of prudence, the fame do- 
meftic regards, the fame fenfe of duty which once en- 
gaged her to prefer attention to Samuel, to attend- 
ance on the facred feitival, now engage her to prefer 
the unoilentatious employments of a wife, and the 
miftrefs of a family at Ramah, to the facredncfs of the 
tabernacle, and the caryf an only fon, a firft-born. 
But the heart of a mother finds, and flies to, the inno- 
cent refuge which nature pointed out. She employs 
her mind and her hands during the* intervals of the 
{bail, about her abfent jTon ; •* His mother made him 
a little coat, and brought it to him from year t® year, 
when (he came up with her huiband to offer the year- 
ly facrifice.*' O how pure, how cheap, how fatisf)''* 
ing are the pleafures of virtue ! No words can ex- 
prefs the inward, the incommunicable joy of that 
mother, as her fingers wove the threads of that little 
coat, as her eyes faw it grow into ihape and colour 
and ihade, as the increafing ftature of the wearer 
rendered the increafe of her labour neceflary. You 
muil be converted and become a little child, a dutiful, 

affectionate, 
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aflFedlonate, and pious child, like Samuel, to conceive 
the delight of feeing his parents return, of putting on 
his new garment, of exhibiting his mother's prefent. 
Thefe nothings are the bond of affeftion among vir- 
tuous minds, and the fource of their felicity- 

This we fettle as a more advanced ftage of educa- 
tion, as far as it depends upon the mother. To part 
with the child firmly and unreluclatitly when the 
proper hour of feparation comes ; to preferve the 
commerce of affeftion by works and meffages of kind- 
nefs ; and to fubjea every feeling and purfuit to the 
known and declared will of God. Let no one, O 
woman, ufurp thy province, ftep between thee and thy 
child, (leal his afFeftions from thee. What, fuffer him 
to have a ftep-mother while thou art yet living ! For- 
bid it nature, forbid it decency, forbid it religion. 
But the hour of feparation is arrived, you have done 
your duty, he muft now pafs into other hands ; as a 
mother you retained him, as a mother refign him. 
You have not laboured in vain : you have not fpent 
your ftrength for nought and in vain. Be of good 
cheer, you have trained him up in the way in which 
he fliould go, and when old he will not depart from 
it. Your heart fliall rejoice in him many days hence. 
He fhall be to thee a crown^f glory when thou arc 
dropping into the grave. 

The diforderly (late of Eli's family, the confequencc 
of a carelefs and negledled education, will, through 
the divine permilSon, be the fubjed of the next 
Ledure. 

I conclude with addrefling myfelf in a very few 
words, fird, to the parents of the other fex. You fee 
what a heavy burden God and nature have laid upon 
the weaker of the two. You are bound in juftice, in 
humanity, in gratitude, to alleviate it. To no pur* 
pofe will the mother watch and toil, unlefs you co-op- 
erate. She has part of her reward in her very em- 
ployment : her recompenfe will be complete if (he 
obtain your approbation, and retain your aife^lion. 

Has 
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Has offence arifen, does calamity prefs, is the fpirit 
ruffled^ is her perfon changed ? Refled, (he is the 
mother ^f thy child ; perhaps (he loft her looks, her 
health, it may be her fpirits and temper, in doing the 
duty of a mother : (he ought to be the more eltima- 
ble in your eyes at leaft. 

Let me next fpeak for a moment to ingenuous 
youth. Young man, fuperadded to all the other mo- 
tives to virtue, if you feel not the force of this, you 
are loft indeed. There is a worthy woman in the 
world, who loves you as her own foul, who gave you 
your firft nouriihment and inftruftion, who brought 
you into life at the rilk of her own, to whom nothing 
that affefts you can be a matter of indifference. She 
is jealous over you with a holy jealoufy. If you 
tread in the ways of wifdom, how her heart will be 
fatisfied within her! If you decline from the right 
path, if you become " a fon of Belial," you will rend 
her with feverer pangs than thofe which (he endured 
in bringing thee into the world. And can your 
heart permit you to plunge a dagger into the heart 
of your own mother ? Who does not (hudder at the 
thought of a parricide io dcteftable, fo monftrous ? 
For a mother's fake, rmounce that "covenant* with 
death :" retrace thy ^ndering fteps, refumc the 
reins of felf-governm#nt, and return to real reft and 
joy. 

Young woman, let thine eyes be ftill toward the 
jiurfe, the guide, the comforter, the refuge of thy 
early years. Alleviate, by partaking of, the burdens 
and labours of her ftation ; difiipate her folici- 
tude ; foothe Ie^t pains ; give her caufe to blcfs the 
day (he bare Aee. Truft in her as thy moft prudent 
counfellor, as thy moft affured friend, as thy moft in- 
telligent inftruftor. Do her good and not evil, all 
the days of thy life. Rife into ufefulnefs, into im- 
portance, into refpeclability, by marking her foot- 
fteps, imbibing her fpirit, following her example. A 

daughter 
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daughter unkind, undutiful, ungrateful ta a mother^ 
is of all monflers the moft odious and difgufting. 
Youthful excellence is never more amiable and at- 
traftive, than when it feeks retreat and retirement un- 
der the maternal wing, and, (hrinking from the pub« 
lie eye, feeks its reward in a mother's fmile of appro* 
bation« 
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Now the fom of Eli were forts of Belial : they knew not 
the Lbrd. And the priejis* cufiom with the people wasj 
that when any man offered facrifice^ the prieji*sfervant 
came while thefiejh was infeething^ with aflejh-hook of 
three teeth in his hand : and he Jtruck it into the pan^ 
or kettle, or caldron, or pot : all that the Jlejh-hook 
brought' upl the prie/i took for himfelf : fo they^id in 
Shiloh, mnto all the Ifraeliies that came tbitheA Alfo 
before they burned the fat ^ the priefP s fervant came, and 
faid to the man that facrifced. Give flcjh to roafl fr 
the priefi : for he will not have foddcn flefh of thee, 
but raw* And if any man faid wito him. Let them not 
fail to burn thefatprefently : and then take as much as thy 
foul defireth, then he would anfwer him. Nay, but thou 
Jhaltgive it mentnv : and if not, I will take it by force. 
Wherefore the Jin of the young jiicn was very great 
before the Lord, for men abhorred the offering of 
the Lord. Now EH was very old, and heard all that 
his fons did unto all IfracL And he faid unto thcm^ 
Why doyefuch things ? for I hear of your evil dealings 
by alt this people. Nay, my fons : for it is no good 
report that I hear ; ye nuke the Lord^s people to tranf 
irefs. 

PERFECTION 
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•Perfection confifts in the happy medium bc^ 
Vveen the too little and too much. It is eminent- 
rf confpicuous in every thing that comes immediately 
from God. '* He is the rock, his work is perfefl:, 
ajtd all. his ways are judgment.*' Contemplate the 
ftiipendous whole, or examine the minuted part, and 
ypu find no redundancy^^ no defefl:. * All is good, 
yea, very good* But man is ever in the extreme. 
Now, uudet the power of an indolence which flirinks 
from every appearance of difficulty or danger, and 
now hurried on by a zeal which overleaps all the 
bounds of wifdom and difcretion. Now, he cannot 
be prevailed on to begin, and now nothing can per- 
fuade him to flop. He makes his very good to be 
evil fpoken of, by imprudence and excefs in the man- 
ner of performing it. 

In nothing is human ignorance and frailty more 
apparent, than in the important article of education. 
It is conduded, at one time, with a feverity that in- 
timidates and overwhelms ; at another, with a lenity 
that flatters, encourages, and fofters vice. One is 
driven into an evil courfe by defpair, another drawn 
into it, and fq|tified in it, by exceffive indulgence. 
It is, in truth, no eafy tafk to manage this matter 
aright. The modes of treatment are as various as 
the charafter and difpofitions of the young ones, who 
are the fubjedts of it. The application of a general 
rule is . impracticable and abfurd. The difcipline 
which would opprefs one child, is hardly fufficient to 
reftrain another within any bounds of decency. It 
is happy when the child is inured to fiabits of reftraint 
and Jubmiflian from the cradle. If the mother has 
di&liarged her duty tolerably, the bufinefs of the fa- 
ther and mafter is half executed. Laft Lord^« day 
we had the fatisfaftion of obferving the effeds of an 
early good education, in the example of Hannah, the 
mother of Samuel. We faw in her condiift a happy ' 
mixture of tendernefs and refolution j of attention 

to 
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to don^ftic employments, and regard to the offices of 

religidJK of moderated anxiety about the fafety and* 

comfoi^of her Ibn's perfon, and prudent concer^ 

about iljjf culture of his mind. We are, this evening, to 

meditatk on a fubjed much lefs pleafmg^ but not lefs in- 

&x)x&i^ : the ruinous effeds of education negleded ; 

y<Aith ^licentious and unrellrained, finking gradually 

^t^hdniverfal depravity, and ifTuing in accumulated 

' wiBtchednefs and untimely death. A father weak 

^^^tid indulgent ; fons profligate and abandoned ; a 

, God holy, righteous, and juft. 

Obferve, in the entrance, the provlfion which in- 
finite wifdom has been making to fupply the breach 
which was ready to be made in the prieflhood. The 
meafure of the iniquity of Elt's fons was nearly full, 
their deftruftion was haftening on ; Samuel is already 
born, inftrjixfted in, prepared for, the fervice of the 
tabernacle; and the care of a pious mother has been 
employed, in the hand of Providence, to counteraft 
the criminal negligence and carelefsnefs of a too eafy 
father. 

The reprefentation given us of the degeneracy and 
diffolutenefs of the Levitical family, equals, if not 



ceeds, all that hiftory relates of the irregularity, ai»} 
impurity of Idol worihip. The law nad made a de- 
cent, and even an ample provifion, for them who 
miniftered at the altar, but had carefully guarded 
againft whatever tended to countenance luxury or 
rxc^fs. _But behold every thing confounded. The 
dircftors of religious worftiip are become the patterns 
of impiety. There is no reverence of God, no re^ 
gard to man. Before the fat of the facrifice fmokes 
upon the altar of Jehovah, the choicell pieces of the 
viQim are ferved up on the abominable table of a 
luxurious prieft. The pious worfcipper has his of- 
fering marred, his fpirit difcompofed, the feftival of 
his family peace diflurbed and defrauded, and inde* , 
' cencies, too fhockingvto be mentioned, clofe the fcene 
q£ riot and intemperance. * 

All 
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All this i$ eafily to be traced up to early 
indulgence : men could not have become t 
md all at once. Had the authority of the fa 
the fandity of the high-prieft, had the fe 
, the judge interpofed, to check and punifh 
deviation from propriety, it had never come 
We may judge of the gentlenefs with 
flighter offences were reproved,, when the moff%r#^ 
cious tranfgreiEons meet with fo mild a rebukSltas * 
this, " Nay, my fon$, it is no good report that I hear!^|^ 
This is rather an invitation to commit iniquity, than % 
the vengeance of a magiftrate to expoie and fupprefs 
it. To point out the aggravations of Eli's offence, is 
neither malicious nor ulelefs ; it* is written, among 
the other things in this book, for our inftrudion^ 
and by the bleffing of God it may prove falutary, ad 
a beacon pointing out the rock on which others have 
made fliipwreck, 

Againft his perfonal virtue no cenfure is infinuat- 
ed. He feems to have been one of thofe quiet, eafy^ 
good-natured men, who love not to have their tran* 
quillity difturbed, and areloth to difturb that of others j 
vbo, without beifl^ vicious themfelves, by a paifive 
tamenefs, becoMe the undefigned abettors of the find 
of other men, ^'he corruption of the times muft in* 
deed have been very great, when it was fuppofed pof- 
fible for the miilrefs of a family, during the folemni-> 
ty of a facred feftival, to be difguiled with wine, in . 
the face of the fun, in the court of God's houfe. But 
the bare poffibility of fuch a cafe, grievoufly enhances 
his guilt. He had not done his duty as the public 
guardian of morals and religion, or Hannah had 
not been fufpefted of intemperance, and the fufpi* 
don refleds the higheft difhonour on both his un* 
derflanding, and his heart ; his bittereft enemy coukl 
not have devifed a feverer cenfure upon his condu6l:, 
than that under the priefthood of £11 fuch enormi- 
ties were committed, and connived at* 

Mexk 
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Men in po^efrare cfilnrgeatble not only with the evil 
whkh they do, but alfo with the evil which they might 
have prevented, but did !iot. Power is delegated to 
them, for this very end, that they may be " a terror 

, to evil doers,'' as wtU as " a praife to fuch as do 

well." The fame carelefsnefs runs through the whole 

of his 'domcftic and public adminiftration ; a difor- 

j*erly family, a polluted church, a diftraded, ftagger- 

* ing ftate ; no government, or what was worfc than 

^,-^Pbone. The beft things are the moft liable to abufe : 
and we (hall give this faulty, unhappy father all the 
credit we can. His errors had thdr origin perhaps in 
goodnefs. His natural difpofition was mild and gen- 
tie ; his parental affedion was great ; he was unwiU 
ling to rendet any one unhappy ; iie thought of pre- 
vailing by love. He began with overlooking trifling 
faults \ he flattered himfelf that the reafon and re« 
fleftion of riper years would correft and cure the 
wildnefs and irregularity of boyifh days ; '* Surely tlm 
young men will by and by fee their folly, and groA 
wifer." Who would not rather attempt to rule by 
love ? But what is the proper condud and eicprefliou 
of love ? What faith the wifeft of mankind ? " He 
that fpareth the rod, hatetb the child.'' ^^hat faith the 
great Father and Saviour of all men ? " As many as I 
love^ I rebuke and chaften." There is no fuch 
thing as happinefs but in habits of order, decency 
and fubjeftion. The man, or the child, who knows 
no Jaw but that of appetite or caprice, muft of necef- 
fity be miferable. It is cruelty, not kindnefs, to give a 
man up to himfelf; and to dream of changing habus 
of indolence, difiipation, and criminal indulgence, by 
remonftiance and reafon, is expefting that reafon 
fhould furvive itfelf, or that it ihould efied^ when ei!- 
fecbled, difordered, and corrupted, what it could not 
do when clear, and fou»d, and vigorous. But, '* the 
grace of God is almighty, and his mercies arc very 
great." Nay, but who art Aou, O man, who dareft 
to expea, or to afk a mirade of grace* with the con- 

^ fciou^efs 



e 



256 Ut/icrj ^ Hannah. LecT. X. 

fcioufiiefs of having negleded the means, which, time- 
ly employed, might, through the divine bleffing, have 
proved effeftual without a miraculous interpofltion ? 
The one talent is juftly taken away from him who 
hid it in the earth, and it is given to increafe the ftorc 
of the diligent and faithful fervant, who, by wifdom 
and indu(try, had increafed his five talents into ren. 

The human mind, put imder early culture, may b( 
made to produce any thing. It poffeffes a happy pli* 
ancy, which may be moulded into any form. Bul^ ^ 
the fame plant, which, young and tender, you could 
with a touch bend into what ihape you pleafed j when 
grown into a tree, refills every effort of your flrength. 
Cut it down you may, break it you may, cleave it 
afunder you may, but bend it you cannot. And 
alas, how great a portion of human life is fpent in 
ufelefs, unavailing regret for opportunities loft, fea- 
fons qiifpent, mifchief done, mifery incurred ! Yet 
men will not profit even by experience, that plaineft, 
tuoft faithful, and moft powerful of all inftrudors. 

Who can view, without pitying him, that wretched 
old man, deploring the guilt which be himfelf had 
occafioned, which he wants refolution to punifh, and 
wifdom to c^K ; which is proceeding from eviV to 
worfe, filling the pafl with remorfe, and overlpjead- 
ing the future with defpair ? Ah, how heavily he fuf- 
fers in his age, becaufe thefe profligate fons bore 
not the wholefome yoke of difdpline and reftraint in 
their youth ! Who can conceive the anguifh of Jatob's. 
foul, as he was finking into the grave under the lofs 
of a gracious fon by the ftroke of Providence ? But 
what is it, compared to the more , dreadful anguifli 
of Eli, looking forward in horror to the utter extinc- 
tion of all his family, with the infupportable reflefUon, 
that all, all was chargeable upon himfelf ? 

The charader and behaviour of the unhappy 
young men is a melancholy and affeding reprefenta- 
tionof the progrefs of ^oral 'corruption. It begins 
in their making light of the ordinances of religion, 

which 
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which they were bound, by their office, to venerate \ 

themfelves, and to recommend by their example, to 
others. And you may be alTured there is fomething 
effentiall^ wrong about that man who ^exprefies real 
or afie&ed contempt for the worfhip of God. It is 
a grofs violation of the laws of decency and good 
breeding. For what title can you have to infult that 
fober^minded perfon, who has given you no provo* 
cation, l}y deriding or profening what he holds fa- 
cred f It is a dired: defiance to the laws of your coun- 
try, which have adopted the inftitutions of religion, 
to affift, at leaft, in carrying on and fupporting good 
government, fo elfential to public happinefs. He that 
defpifes, therefore, the ordinances of God, is a friend 
to anarchy, is making a wicked attempt to diffolve the 
bands of fociety, and deferves to be treated as a pub- 
lic enemy. It is an argument of a light and filly 
mind, aiming to fupply the want of confequeQce, by 
affeded boldnefs, impiety and fmgularity ; and which, 
Hke every other fpecies of affeftation, generally miffes 
its aim. 

In the example before us, we find irreverence to- 
ward God fpeedily degenerating into violence and in- 
juflice to men. And indeed what hol4 has fociety of 
that man who has (haken off the firft and ftrongeft 
obligations of his nature, who has profeffedly degrad- 
ed himfelf, and is become lefs than a man, in making 
the filly attempt to be thought fomething n|bre. .He 
who begins with defrauding God of his due, will not 
long be fcrupulous about invading the rights of his 
fellow-creature. The fame fpirit which defers the 
iacrifice till an unruly appetite be firft gratified, will, 
by and by, proceed to " take by force*' the portion 
of another ; and will lofe all fenfe of the juft 
claims and real wants of mankind, in pride and felfilh- 
nefs. 

The third ftage of this humiliating progrefs, difcov- 
ers to us men wholly brutified, plunged into the low- 
eft, groffeQ; 4enfuality ; finkh^g deeper and deeper in^ 
Vol. VI. R the 
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the mire, till nothing remains but the image of the 
moil odious and abominable of animals. Young man, 
look at the pifture, confider it well. If you are fo 
happy as to have prefervcd your virtue, if you have 
any favour of piety, you muft regard it with a mix- 
ture of indignation and pity ; if you are not loft to 
the feelings of humanity, it will fill you with loathing 
and difguft. The fequel will teach us many import- 
ant leflbns. For my own part, ever fince I became 
a father, I have never been able to read this hiftory 
without trembling ; and my anxiety has not been di- 
minifhed by reflefting, that the children whom God 
has given me, neither in their bodies, nor their minds, 
nor their difpofitions, are among the loweft of their 
fpecies, I have an awful convidion, that if any of 
them fhould unhappily turn but ill, a great part of 
the blame will be imputable to myfelf. I am fre- 
quently tempted to rejoice that none of my grown 
children have made choice of my own profeilion, the 
moft dangerous, the moft refponfible of all ; and I 
am much more alarmed at the apprehenlion, that 
when they are become men and women, they may ac- 
cufe me of over-indulgence, than I am now, of being 
thought harfli ynd unkind by children. 

As the greateft and moft refpeftable part of my au- •C 

dience are parents, I muft of neceffity apply the great 
and important fubject of my difcourfe particularly to 
them. And, as I always flatter myfelf with the great- 
er hope of fuccefs with female parents, I take the lib- 
erty of addreifing myfelf firft to mothers. Providence, 
my friends, as I have frequently repeated, has laid the 
earlieft,. the hcavieft, and the moft important part of 
education, upon you ; but it has alfo alleviated and 
fweetencd the tafk by many peculiar affedions and en- 
dearments. Let me fuppofe you have done your duty, 
and carefully reared up infancy and childhood. The 
charge muft then pafs into other hands. But furcly 
both your heart and confcience tell you that you have 
not yet done with, them* Female children ia par- 
ticular 
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tkular are &n alixious and a lafting burthen upon the 
mother. They love you, they look up to you, they 
' imitate yoU. You ittuft be therefore what you wifh 
them to become. Will a daughter learn to be indus- 
trious from an idle, iiidolent mother ? Will (he learn 
to be fober-minded, by feeing you habitually carried' 
away by the pride of life ? Will fhe catch the fpirit 
of piety from one whofe very fabbaths are devoted to 
dijflipation and pleafure ? I will not infult you by fup- 
pofing that a pofitively bad example has been iet, -or 
that your darling charge may have grdfsly deviated 
from the paths of virtue ; but let me fuppofe, for a mo-^ 
ment, a cafe that may, and does, happen everyday ; that 
your daughter has grown up with a vain, light, world* 
ly mind ; has acquired a tafte for drefs and amufe^ 
ment j has become a perfeft miftrefs of the ufual ac- 
complifliments of the day and place in which we live j 
had become an objefl of attention and admiration. 
Let me fuppofe her attacked with difeafe, and that 
difeafe, perhaps, the effed of levity and diffipation. 
See, the rofcs are fading upon her cheek, her *' beau- 
ty is wafting like a moth ;" all her vivacity is reduc- 
ed to the fudden glow of the heftic, which is gone, 
before it is well come } file feels the witnefs of death 
at her heart, fhe looks up to you with clouded, wift- 
ful eyes, and fays, " Ah, my mothet, you was too in- 
dulgent to me. You ailifted the tongue of the flatter- 
er, and taught me to forget myfelf. I was made to 
believe myfelf an angel, and now feel that I am a 
worm. Seeking to fliine in the eyes of mari, I have 
neglefked the means of finding favour in the fight of 
God. I now wifh I had frequented the houfe of prayer 
more ; I wifh I had not frequented the company of 
the giddy, the thoughtlefs, and the profane. 1 do i)ot ' 
accufe my dear mother, of defignedly mifleading me ; 
but would to God fhe had better underftood her own 
duty and my real intereft. Life had been more re- 
fpedable, and death lefs frightful than I find it to 
, R 2 be. 



nSo mftsrj of lUmuA. Lect. XXL 

be. O my Ood, have mercy > have * mercy upoa 



me. 



It had be^i eafy to have added to the ftrength of 
this addrefs ; but evea from this the maternal heart 
recoils, land deprecates with horror, an hour fo 
dreadful. ' Well, blefled be God, it is yet a great way 
off ^ and what is more, it is in your power to prevent 
it ; I do not mean the ftroke of death ; but the arrow 
of death dipt in the poifon of remorfe. God grant 
that none here may ever fetl it. 

The criminality of Eli confided, my brethren, in 
the neg^leiS: of his duty ; and you have feen how fatal 
that negled was to himfelf and to his family. Dare 
I fuppofe there is a father here, who has been more 
than paffive in the corruption of his own child ; who 
has been the promoter and the pattern of wickednefs ; 
who has with his own hand fcattered the feeds of 
death in that precious foil ; and trained up an immor- 
tal being to deiltudUon ? Paufe, and confider. Are 
you prepared to meet the filings of an awakened con- 
fcience, accuiing thee of murder, of foul-murder, the 
murder of thy own fon, whom thou lovedft ? Are you 
fortified againft the cutting reproaches of that child, 
laying his eternal ruin to your charge? Have you 
prepared your defence againfl that awful day when a 
righteous God fhall demand an account of the facred 
truft committed to thee ? If to contemplate his pun- 
ifhment at a diflance be woe unutterable, what were 
it, to be at once the caufe and the partaker of it ? The 
terrified imagination flees from this hell of hells, and 
feeks refuge in prayer to a merciful God, that he 
would gracioufly lave you from it. 

Let young ones be perfuaded to be patient of re« 
ilraint, of correftion, and of reproof. You are not 
grieved willingly, you are not afflided unneceflarily, 
you are not charafcdi out of caprice. " My fon> hear, 
the inflrudion of thy father, and forfake not the law 
of thy mother : for they fhaU be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. My 

fon, 
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fon, if finners entice thee, confent thou not."*— *• A 
wife fon maketh a glad father ; but a foolifh fon is the 
heavinefs of his mother.*'! Venerate the name, the 
day, the houfe, the worfliip of God. Remember that 
want of decency is want of fenfe : that the immoder- 
ate indulgence of appetite is inimical to all true enjoy- 
ment : that what is renounced, from refpeft to rea- 
fon and confcience, is enjoyed : that prefent comfort, 
and future happinefs, are built on habits of order, 
felf-government, juftice, benevolence, and fubjedion 
to divine authority. 

* ProT. i. 8 — io« f Prw. x. i. 

[I make no apology for giving this difcourfe from the prefs» under 
a tide that bears the name of Hannah : The contrail which it prefents 
being her higheft encfbmium, next to the account given of Samuel> in 
the following Lediue, which, of coiufe, cioies her hiftory, and fulfils 
our deiign. j 
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TU£ MOTHER OF SAMU£L« 



LECTURE XXII. 

I sAUXjEh ii« a6. 

And the child Samuel grew on^ and was in favour both 
with the Lord and alfo with men. 

xs O appearance of nature is more ftriking, no one 
affords a more complete demonllration of the great 
Creator's conTummate wifdom and unremitting atten- 
tion, than the gradual and imperceptible progrefs of 
every thing in nature, to its perfeftion, and to its dif- 
folution. The dawning light infenfibly advances to 
the perfeft day, and the moment high noon is gained, 
an approach is made towards night. When the moon 
has waned, till Die is loft in the fun's brighter rays, 
(he begins to emerge into form and luftre again ; hav- 
ing waxed till her refplendent orb is full, that mo- 
ment Ihe begins to decay. We are prepared to bear 
the raging heat of the dog-ftar by the grateful vicif- 
fitudes and advances of fpring; and are fortified 
againft winter's ftormy blaft, by the contra£Hng light 
and the temperate cold of fober autumn. 

Human life too has its morning, noon and night ; 
its fpring and fall ; and empires have their infancy^ 
maturity and old age. Time is the dawning of cter- 
nity ) earth is the fcene of preparation for heaven ; 

and 
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•and mortality the paffage to life and iinmqrtality. 
Every thing is beautiful in its feafon, and every ftate 
is a preparation for that which is to fucceed it. Na- 
ture and providence admit of few fudden and violent 
tranfitions ; becaufe the human frame, both of body 
and mind, 1^ little qualified to endure them. 

The paffage before us prefents one of the mod 
pleafmg dbjefts of contemplation-— human life at its 
happieft period, and in its moll fmiling afpeft — early 
youth, increafmg beauty and llrength, gradual and • 
regular improvement. While the family of Eli 
was exhibiting multiplied inftances of the fatal ef- 
fefts^f neglefted infancy and unrcflrained child- 
ho&d, the fon of Elkanah was filently demonftrating 
the importance of early cuhure, and modeftly reprov- 
ing grey hairs, by exemplifying the Icffons which 
his pious and prudent mother had taught him. The 
felf-fameWeas are here employed to delcribe the early 
progrefe of Samuel in wifdom, beauty, and goodnefs, 
which are afterwards applied to Chrift himlelf, at a 
fimilar period of his earthly exiftence, and they fur- 
nifh us with many excellent additional hints refpeding 
the important fubjed of education, which now de- 
ferve to be more at large unfolded. *'The child 
Samael grew on, and was in favour both with the 
Lord, and alfo with men ;** and " Jefus inqreafed 
in wifdom and ftature, and in favour with God and 



man." 



Obfcrve h^re, firft. What is the work of nature, 
namely, to gro^ on, to "increafein ftature." The 
moment, O man, thy child begins to breathe, a prog- . 
refs commences which nothing can ftop. Grow he 
will, and muft ; ceafe from all folicitude on this fcore. 
Thefe feeble limbs will gather ftrength ; by flumbling 
and falling, he will learn to walk aiid run ; after Ham- 
mering for a while, he will come to fpeak plainly, and 
he who feems at prefent hardly topoffefs the faculty of 
fight, will foon diftinguiih objed from objed. Ceafe 
from the vaitt imaginati<m of ai&fting or improving 

nature. 
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nature. Affift nature ! If you try to mend that 
fliape, truft me, you will fpoil it. Every violent at- 
tempt to quicken growth will but retard it, and an 
over-folicitude to preferve health, will infallibly fcatter 
the feeds of diftemper. Toward the improvement 
of the bodily faculties, the mod anxious and intelli- 
gent parent can do juft nothing at all ; ^' by taking 
thought he cannot add one cubit to the ftature ;** it is 
by cultivating the mind, only, that the features, ihape 

r and perfon can be improved. 

The reverfe of this is the pradice of the world. 
The whole attention is direded to perfonal accpm- 
plilhment. Nature is cramped, ftretched, diftorted, 
to humour an abfurd tafte and an erroneous judg* 
ment, and fhe avenges herfelf for the unwife encroach- 
ment on her province, by encroaching, in her turn, 
on the province of reafon and difcretion j rendering 
all their late eflforts ufelefs and unprofitable ^ making 
education, which is clogged with fo many difficulties 
already, abfolutely impradicable. What can the 
wifeft mailer do, I befeech you, with a temper foured 
by habits of unnatural reitraint, with a mind rendered 
fickly by petty attentions to punftilio, with a fpirit 
fwallowed up in a fenfe of its own importance ? And 

. yet the mailer is blamed for the fault, which parents 
themfelves have committed. Guard your child as 
well a$ you can from accidents. See that his food be 
fimple and wholefome, and adminiflered in due fea- 
fon; let his body be free and unfettered; hiscloatbing 
light and eafy; his exercifes, both as to kind and 
duration, of his own choofing ; and he will grow on, 
and increafe in ftature, be will acquire vigour, 
will preferve fweetnefs of temper, will be happy 
in himfelf, and a fource of happinefs to all around 
him ; he will pafs with cheerfulnefs, like Samuel, in- 
to the hands of his inftrudor, without any prejudices, 
but fuch as are on the fide of goodnefs, and, through 
the bleffing of Heaven, will day by day fulfil a pa- 
rent's hope, and conftitute a parent's joy. 

There 
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There is a fruklefs, perhaps a finful anxiety, of 
another )und, which parents fometimes expreis, and 
which often becomes a fource of diftrefs to themfeives, 
and of partiality and injuftice to their children. I mean 
the fex of their offspring. The expedation of pride, 
avarice, ignovance, or caprice, prefumes to ufurp the 
prerogative of omaifcience, and, in the event of dif- 
appointment, cruelty and injuftice to an innocent 
babe, are fuperadded to impiety toward a wife and 
righteous God. It is dangerous, as well as criminal, 
to aiTume the incommunicable attributes of Deity. 
The man is equally unhappy in attaining or miffing 
his objeft, if he purfue it, neglefting, defying, or ac- 
cUfing the interpofition of Providence. There is an 
inftance of goodnefs in the divine adminiftration 
which is too g^ierally overlooked, too little prized 
and acknowledged ; namely, the perfe^ and exad 
conformation of childrenJ^Kh in body and mind. 
Among the myriads whicHIre daily born into the 
world, how rare are the exceptions from the .general 
rule ! Every <hxc bears the marks of fovereign wif- 
dpm, is the produ£lion of omnipotence, has the im- 
age of God impreffed upon him. How few exceed 
or fall fhort of the juft ftandard in refped of fl:ature ! 
How few are born deprived of the ufe of reafon, how 
few deficient or redundant in their bodily organs ! 
And, may not even thefe few deviations from the 
general rule, thefe a£ts of divine fovereignty in the 
government of the world, ferve in. a future economy, 
.more gloriouily to illuftrate the perfeftions of Him 
who has formed all things to the honour of his own 
great name. 

Is thy child, O man, bom complete in all his mem- 
bers, is he endued with the ordinary intellectual 
powers, is he like the children of thy neighbour ? 
How much art thou indebted to the goodnefs of Heav- 
en ! Are his faculties, corporeal or mental, as paren- 
. tal partiality is frequently difpofed tQ believe, fuperior 
to thofe of others ? Remember, it is a great addition 

to 
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to thy charge j fee that thou mar not the work of 
God, disfigure not that fair fabric, pervert not talents 
peculiarly precious and rare, let not thy glory be 
turned into fhame. Has Providence, O woman, 
wounded thee there where thy fenfibility is greateft^ 
in the fruit of thy womb ? Be of good comfort, he 
in whom thou trufteil, on whom thou haft believed, 
faith,; " Behold I make all things new/* Then " the 
eye of the blind (hall be opened, and the ear of the 
deaf unilopped, then the lame man fhall leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb fing.** "The vile 
body (hall be changed knd faihioned like to Chrift's 
glorious body." Then the foul which fcarcely awoke 
to reafon, fhall difcern judgment, and the wandering 
fpirit {hail be brought back to compofure and tranquil- 
lity. Young man, young woman, haft thou received 
from the b(yntiful hand|^ nature, a found mind in 
a found and well-prop^^med body ? Defile not, de- 
ftroy not that fair teil^R ; let it be " an habitation 
of God through the Spirit ;" let the image of the 
divine inhabitant ihine ferenely on thai, forehead, 
beam benevolence from that eye, diftil iu accents of 
kindnefs from thofe lips. Force not upon the be- 
holder the humiliating contraft between a lovely form • 
and a hateful difpofition ; be all of a piece. 

Obferve, fecondly. The work of education, the in- 
fluence of virtuous habits and example. Samuel not 
only grew an but grew gracious^ grew in favour. 
There is naturally a prejudice, in the firft inftance, in 
favour of youth and beauty, independent of other 
qualities ; but that prejudice quickly dies away, 
where perfonal comeUneifs is unfupported by corref- 
ponding goodnefs. But if it be found disfigured by 
vice, not only is the favourable impreffion effaced, but 
exchanged for a counter impreffion of deteftation and 
contempt. As, on the contrary, the prejudice againft 
ordinary looks is alfo momentary, when we find them 
allied to fenfe and talents, piety and modefty^ and 

our 
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our efteem and veneration of the charader arc highly 
increafed from our expeding lefs. 

Poor indeed is that virtue which lives only in the 
eflimatipn of the world, which aims only at the ap- 
f>robation and pf aife of men ; but, on the other hand, 
true virtue will always be concerned to preferve rep- 
utation, will ever prefer a good name to great riches, 
and unafFeftedly rejoice in the efteem of the wife and 
good, as part of its reward. 'What a motive was it 
to a youth like Samuel to perfevere in well doing, to 
grow in grace, to have his decency of behaviour, his 
filial aifedion, hia docility and fubmiflion to Eli, his 
unaffummg piety, his growing wifdoni, his expand- 
ing faculties, obferved and commended by all who 
came to attend the fervice of the tabernacle ! This is 
not pride, it is the honeft confcioufnefs of a worthy 
mind, loving and feekingyyhat is good«not for the 
fake of fame, but its ownB^t rejoicing in fame as 
one of the fruits of goodnefs. That-boy, that youth, 
that man, that woman, is loft, who is, or who pro- 
feffes to be, indifferent about the opinion of the world. 
The love of reputation is one of the trees of nature's 
planting, and none of her plants are eaHly rooted up ; 
it often furvives the Jiope of life itfelf, and the man 
difcovers an earneft concern about his memory, after 
he has refigned his head to the executioner, and his 
body to the grave. 

I recommend not to you, my young friend, that 
fervility of deportment, that fawningnefs of fubmif- 
iion and compliance which aims at the applaufe of 
every one alike, which is continually fearful of giving 
offence, which fhrinks from doing good, left by fome 
it might be mifconftrued; but that fteadinefs and 
perfeverance in re£Utude, which looks, and goes, 
llraight on, which neiAer courts nor fliuns the pub- 
lic eye, which can rejoice in the addition of the praife 
of men to the teftimony of a good confcience, but 
trembles to think of purchafing the one with the lofs 
of the pther* It generally happens, in this cafe, as 

it 
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it did to Solomon in another. Young men who pur- 
fue virtue on its own account, and aik wifdom of God 
in the firft place, certainly ojitain what they feek and 
pray for, and they alfo obtain' what they neither aiked 
nor fought ; the love of their fellow-creatures : th* 
favour of man, comes unfolicited to him, while he 
was purfuing a much higher objed, peace with God, 
and peace with himfelf ; while he who aimed at the 
inferior objed alone, miifes even that little, and thus 
becomes poor indeed. The foundation of Samuel's 
future eminence and ufefulnefs, was thus laid in the 
earjy and tender care of a wife and pious mother. 
The youth had never been refpeded in the temple, 
had never been the objed of general favour abroad, 
had the child learned to be froward, petulant or peev- 
ifh in his father's houfe. O woman, would you 
have the world to think of your darling fon as you do, 
put yourfelf betimes iafte place of an unconcerned 
fpedator, view him as *an entire ftranger would do, 
and let difcretion regulate the overflowings of your 
heart. Ah, had Hannah favoured her child more, 
Ifrael had favoured him lefs! How ample and how 
fweet, even in this world, arc the rewards <rf felf-gov- 
ernment, of felf-denial, of moderation ! Men literally, 
in many inftances, enjoy what they rejed, and lofe 
what they gain. He who lendeth to the Lord, lays 
out his property on the beit fecurity, and to the 
greatell advantage. Samuel is infinitely more his 
mother's at Shiloh than at Ramah y his worth is muK 
tiplied in proportion as it is communicated, and en« 
riches the public fund without impoverifliing the 
private ftock. The eyes of a whole peoptencre already 
to him, the exp^dation of man keeps pace with the 
deftination of Providence ; and the child, miniftering ** 
in a linen ephod, becomes mcfre gracious, from com-^ 
parifon with the polluted miniftrations of ungracious' 
and ungodly men. 

Obferve, thirdly. Youth's highefl praife, the moft 

^gjorious reward of goodnefs, the happieit tS&Qi of 

< good 



LicT. XXn. Hi/lorjoflUmab. 269* 

good education, Samuel was? ** in favour with God/' 
To obtain this moft honourable diftindion, much more 
Vfd^ reqoiiite than a regular and modeft deportment, 
much more than promififlfg talents, and childiih inno- 
cence, and the other qualities which attrad and capti* 
vate the eyes of men. The love of God has been be* 
times ihed abroad in that heart } Hannah has been 
mindful of her vow, and taught her fon to remember 
his Creator in the days of his youth ; and how grate- 
ful is early piety to Him who faith, " My fon, give 
me thine heart !'' Lo, God has impreiTed his own 
image on that tender mind, and fees, and loves, and 
approves his own work. The great Jehovah has de- 
iigned this wonderful child for high things, from the 
very womb, has raifed him up to be the " rifing again 
of many in Ifrael,*' to purify a polluted church, to 
fave a finking flate, and is fitting him, from the cra- 
dle, for his high deflination. 

The eye of the Lord obferves with delight the prog- 
refs of this plant of renown. He is haftening his 
own work in righteoufnefs, is ready to perfed, by 
heavenly vifions^theinflrudions of a pious mother, is 
preparing to crown the gracious with more grace. 
The favour of man is frequently the child bf igno- 
rance or caprice* They love and hate they know not 
why. Sometimes they hate where they ought to love, 
and love where they ought to hate ; but the favour 
of God is ever founded in knowledge, is undirefted 
by partial affedion or perfonal regards, is the refuk 
of reafon, die applaufe which perfed wifdom beftows 
on diilinguiihed excellence. Samuel mud have mer- 
ited praife, elfe this praife had not been conferred on 
him. And fingular mud that merit have been, which 
could unite judgments fo different, intereds which fo 
(Fluently claih* He who makes it his dudy to pleafe 
m^ii, can hardly be the fervant of God ; and to aim 
at pleafmg God is not always the road to the favour 
of men. Nothing but genuine, unaflfeded goodnefs 
could have procured this joint approbation of God 

and 
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and man ( and there ;s a charm in true goodnefs, 
' which is irrefiftible. It may be overlooked for a fea- 
fon, it may be borne down, it mjy be obfcured, it may 
be mifreprefented, it 'may be%ated ind oppofed ; but 
it will prevail at length, will force itfelf into notice, 
will arife and fhine, will command refpeft, filence en- 
vy, triumph over oppofition ; rejoice the wife and 
good, and keep the wicked in awe. 

What mode of addrefs ftiall I employ, to engage, . 
for a moment, the attention of young ones ; and to 
imprefs upon their hearts the importance of my fub« 
jeft ? Would to God I could again become a little 
child, that, with the leflbns of experience, 1 might 
regulate my own future condud, and be an ufeful 
monitor to the fimple and inexperienced. I would * 

in that cafe fay. My little friend, God and nature 
have made you lovely. The candour, and tranknefs, 
and benevolence of your lieart (hine upon-yoqr coun- 
tenance. Every day difclofes fome new grace. Yorf 
are increafing in ftatufe : you are growing in favqur 
with all who behold you. Every* one thinks well, 
fpeaks well, hopes well of you. Groy on. Preferve 
that amiable fimplicity. Let it be the charm of ad* 
vancing years, of expanding faculties* Let that i 

bloominor face be ftill raifed to Heaven with modeil • ' 

confidence ; and thofe gracious eyes ftill beam good- " 

will to men- May I never fee that open forehead 
clouded and contraded. What, Ihall the horrid : 

traces of vice disfigure that form ? Shall every one .f 

that pafTeth by be conftrained to turn away with loath- 
ing and averfion ? Shall the mother who bare thee, 
have her face covered with a bluih when thou art 
named ? Muft ihe be made to mourn the day which 
was once her joy ? Angels will behold your progrefs 
with delight; they will rejoice in miniftering unto you : 
they are ready to receive you into their number, when 
your courfe is finifhed. God himfelf regards you 
with fmiles of complacency ; he is ever ready to affift, 
to counfel, to protcd, to receive you. Let there be 
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joy in heaven concerning yoi*. Now, now is the fca- 
fon for laying the foundation of ufeful life^ refpeda^ 
ble age, comfortable death. 

— But what do I fee ? That youthful face already 
degraded by vice ! fo- young, and fo horrid ! *Unhap- 
py youth, the depravity of uiy heart is painted on thy 
forehead. The fight of thy own countenance filleth 
' thee with horror. Shame and remorfe are preying 
on the marrow in thy bones. In the hours of foli- 
tude and retirement, ftretched on thy bed, to which 
fleep is a ftranger, thou art conftrained to refleft on 
the wretchednefs of thy condition ; thou feclefl thy- 
felf unworthy of the praifes beftowed upon thee, by 
the partiality of thofe who know thee not ; thou 
blufheft* in fecret, ♦and art filled with indignation 
againft thyfelf, on calling (q remembrance the inno- 
cence and fimplicity of happier days. Thou giveft up 
.^thyfelf as ioft. No, young man, dp not abandon thy- 
felf to defpair : add not this to thy offences ; there is 
help for thee, let it re-animate thy courage. Though 
** caft down,*' thou art " not deftroyed.*' However 
debafed that face, it is in thy power to am^nd, to en- 
noble it. Thou wert not deftined always to remain an 
innocent child, nor couldeft thou : by ftumbling and 
falling thou wert to be inftrufted how to walk and to 
I* run. Wert thou wounded and bruifed ; Wert thou 

plunged into the abyfs ? there is an arm nigh thee, 
which is able to raife thee up, to ftrengthen and to 
i heal thee. Multitudes like thyfelf have been recov- 

I ered, reftored, eftablifhed. " As a father pitieth 

^ his children, fo the Lord** will have mercy upon thee, 

I and forgive, and receive thee. The impure, the pro- 

[ fane, the blafphemer, the chief of finners, have repent- 

ed, have returned, have found favour ; and there is 
hope alio concerning thee. Only, for the Lord's fake, 
I and for thy foul's fake, proceed no farther, perfcvere 

no longer in an evil courfe. One ftep forward may 
be fatal ; to-morrow may find thee in the place where 
; there is no hope. "Behold new is. the accepted 

l^ time. 
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time, behold now is the day of falvation." " Seek 
the Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near.'* " The wind is boifterous/* the 
fea rages, thou art *' beginning to fink," thou art 
ready to perifh ; tyit (halt not, whilft thou art able to 
exclaim, '* Lord fave me :" for behold " a very 
prcfent help in trouble ;'* that helping hand which 
Inatched Peter from the roaring gulf. " And imme- 
diately Jefus ftretched forth his hsmd, and caught him, 
and faid unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore 
^idft thou doubt ?'** 

—I conclude with calling upon parents, and guar- 
dians, and inftruftors of youth, ferioufly to confider 
the importance of the truft committed unto them ; 
and to difcharge it under a fenfe of refponfibility to 
God, to their pupils, to jbeir country. The hiftory 
under review preffes one point upon you, as of Angu- 
lar moment, and clofely connefted with every article 
of education and confequcnt improvement ; I mean 
the ftudy of the happy, but difficult medium, between 
exceflive indulgence, and oppreffive feverity. The 
Heady firmncfs of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 
furnilhes an ufeful example. If ever there was a child 
in danger of being corrupted by indulgence, it was 
he. But no fymptom of it appears. He is treated 
as a mere ordinary lad, and from his carlieft years, 
to old age, evinces, by his conduft, the excellence of 
the precepts, and the fteadinefs of the difcipline which 
formed his charader, and laid the foundation of his 
eminence. He leaves home, and parts with his par- 
ents, while yet a child, with manly fortitude. Al- 
ready under habits of fubmiffion to parental authority, 
he cheerfully transfers that fubmiffion to a ftranger, 
to Eli. Untainted by imaginary terrors, the dark- 
nefs of the night, the folemnity of the houfe of the 
Lord, filence and folitude, and flcep difturbed by ex- 
traordinary and unfeafonable voices, excite in him no 
filly apprchenfion, draw from him no childifli com- 
plaint, 
* Matt. xiv. 31. 
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